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Lesson 25The ABCs of God Lesson 25The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

If we are going to teach children the whole counsel of God, we must 
teach about His wrath. Any vision of God devoid of this attribute will 
be dangerously skewed. Some would argue that children should be 
spared this teaching. But if we really desire our children to experience 
the depth and the riches of the love of God, they must also get a 
glimpse of His hatred of sin. It is within this context that we see our 
desperate condition and need of a Savior. Consider these words from 
Jerry Bridges:

The love of God has no meaning apart from Calvary. 
And Calvary has no meaning apart from the holy and 
just wrath of God. Jesus did not die just to give us 
peace and a purpose in life; He died to save us from 
the wrath of God. He died to reconcile us to a holy God 
who was alienated from us because of our sin. He died 
to ransom us from the penalty of sin—the punishment 
of everlasting destruction, shut out from the presence 
of the Lord. He died that we, the just objects of God’s 
wrath, should become, by His grace, heirs of God and 
co-heirs with Him.1

Pray for great wisdom as you prepare to teach this 
lesson. Ask God to grant you the right words and 
demeanor as you present these hard but important 
truths. Pray that God would use this lesson to deepen 
your love for His amazing grace, and cause the hearts of 
both teachers and students to take seriously the nature 
and consequences of our sin.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• W-Wrathful (25A)
• R-Righteous (24A)
• Temple (25B)
• Sodom and Gomorrah (25C)
• Hell (25D, see Visuals Preparation)
• Romans 3:10b, 23 (25E,

see Visuals Preparation)
• L-Love (17A)

 • W-Wise (7A)
 • P-Provider (10A)
 • R-Refuge (19A)
 • For Review:

 › Righteous Review Sheet
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for
Lesson 25 (one per child)

1. Bridges, Jerry. The Practice of Godliness. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: NavPress, 1983), 
24.

Wrathful
M a in ide a

 • God is very angry at
sin, and is right to
punish sinners.

M emory Ve r se

For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of 
men,—Romans 1:18a

S cr ip t u r e

1) John 2:13-16
2) Romans 1:18a
3) Genesis 19: 24-25, 27-28
4) Nahum 1:6b
5) Romans 3:10b, 23
6) (Habakkuk 1:13a)
7) (John 3:36)
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O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box (from previous lessons)
• Basket or plastic bowl with real or fake coins inside
• Whip (e.g., a 3- to 5-foot length of braided rope)
• A small table that can easily and safely be flipped over

 • Large envelope (see Visuals Preparation)
 • For Application (for each child):

 › Markers and crayons
 › Pencil or pen

I n t he B l e ssing B ox

• R-Righteous (24A)
• Jewelry box (from previous lessons)

 • Basket or plastic bowl with real or fake coins inside
 • Whip (e.g., a 3- to 5-foot length of braided rope)

Visua l s P r e pa r at ion

 Æ Hell Envelope—Glue or tape the Hell (25D) visual to the front of the large envelope, and then put the 
Romans 3:10b, 23 (25E) visual inside.

R e v ie w She et

 Æ If you opt to do the Review Sheet, this should be completed before presenting the lesson.

M at e r i a l s for Op tiona l Acti v itie s

1. ABCs Review Game
You will need the following supplies for the class:
 › Alphabet Cards (Curriculum Resources) for words
learned in Lessons 16-25:  Happy, Love, Omnipresent, 
Refuge, Unchanging, Omniscient, Good, Jealous, 
Righteous, and Wrathful

2. Memory Verse Review Game
You will need the following supplies for the class:
 › Missing Letters 1-12 (OA-25A and OA-25L, Curriculum
Resources)
 › Whiteboard and markers
 › Tape

Wrathful
Sample
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Large Group Lesson

(Explain to the children that in the Blessing Box you have two old things and two new 
things. First, remove the R-Righteous visual.)

 In our last lesson we learned a word describing God that begins with the letter “R.” 
What was it? [righteous]

 What does it mean that God is righteous? [Everything that God thinks, says, and does 
is right.]

(Remove the jewelry box from the Blessing Box.)

 We also learned a special word about God that means He shows us His greatness 
and worth. Does anyone remember what that word is? [glorious]

 Is there anyone or anything else greater or more valuable than God? [No.]

(Remove the basket or plastic bowl with coins from the Blessing Box, and place it on 
the table that will be used in telling the story of Jesus in the temple.)

 Suppose you had a great big pile of money. Would it be right or wrong to value the 
money more than God? [wrong] 

But what if someone said things and acted in ways that showed he really thought money 
was more important than God? Do you think that ever happens?

 Would God care if someone values money more than Him? Would He say something 
like, “Oh, that’s okay. It doesn’t really matter”?

(Tell the children that there is one more object in the Blessing Box that needs to be taken 
out. Choose a child to come up and remove the whip. Explain to the children that this 
whip is in the Blessing Box because it is going to be used in telling the Bible story today. 
Have the child return to his seat.)

Story

Jesus Cleanses the Temple (John 2:13-16)

(Display the Temple visual and read...)

John 2:13-14—The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and 
sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there.

TABLE, BLESSING 
BOX WITH LETTER 

“R” VISUAL, 
JEWELRY BOX, 

BASKET OR BOWL 
WITH COINS, AND 

A WHIP INSIDE
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The Passover was a very special time for the Jews. It was when they celebrated 
God rescuing His people from being slaves in Egypt. Jerusalem was the city where 
the temple was. The temple was the special place where God’s people would go to 
meet together, worship, and pray. But when Jesus went to the temple, something 
other than prayer and worship was happening.

 What were they doing? [People were selling animals there.] 

These men weren’t there to pray or to worship. They were there to make money. 
Was that okay with Jesus? Here is what Jesus said and did next…

(Pick up the whip and read with great force.)

John 2:15a—And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, with the sheep and oxen.

(Carefully, bring down the whip against the table.)

John 2:15b—And he poured out the coins of the money-changers

(Pick up the basket or plastic bowl of money and pour the contents out on the table.)

John 2:15c—and overturned their tables.

(Carefully flip the table over so that it lands safely away from the children.)

John 2:16—And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things 
away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.”

(Pause for a moment to allow the children to reflect on the seriousness of the story.)

 Were the men who were selling things valuing God most of all?

(Point to the jewelry box.)

 What were they valuing more than God? [making money]

 Was that right? [No.]

 How would you describe Jesus’ response? [He was angry.]

 Was He just a little angry or really angry? [really angry]

 Did He just say angry words to them, or did He act angry and even punish them?  
[He acted angry and punished them by forcing them out of the temple and tossing out 
their money.]

WHIP AND TABLE

BASKET OR BOWL 
OF MONEY

JEWELRY BOX

Wrathful
Sample
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(Display the R-Righteous visual.) 

• God is righteous. Everything He thinks, says, and does is right.

• Jesus is God, so He is perfectly righteous, too.

Jesus was right to be very angry with those men. They were not valuing what is 
most valuable—God’s greatness and worth. Those men were “falling short” of 
treasuring God most of all. That means they failed to do the right thing.

When people don’t value God most, and when they fail to do what God says is right, 
they are being “unrighteous.” Unrighteous means “not righteous.” Unrighteous is 
another word for sinful.

Jesus was also right to punish these men for being unrighteous. Jesus is right to 
punish sinners.

(Explain that the Bible uses a special word to describe God’s anger. Read the 
following verse and see if the children can identify the special word.)

Romans 1:18a—For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,

(Display the W-Wrathful visual.)

• God’s wrath is His anger at all unrighteousness—His anger at all sin.

• God’s anger at sin is not small or mild—it is fierce and terrible.

Jesus was giving the men in the temple just a little glimpse or taste of God’s wrath. 
But there are stories in the Bible that tell what happens when God shows even 
more of His wrath.

Story

God Destroys Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19)

(Briefly explain that Sodom and Gomorrah were cities back in the time of Abraham. The 
people who lived in these cities were very sinful. God was very angry with them, and He 
decided it was time to show them His wrath and punish them. Quickly read the following 
verses from Genesis 19.)

Genesis 19:24—Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur 
and fire from the LORD out of heaven.

(Display the Sodom and Gomorrah visual.)

Genesis 19:25—And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all 
the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground.

Sample
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Genesis 19:27—And Abraham went early in the morning to the place 
where he had stood before the LORD.

Genesis 19:28—And he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and 
toward all the land of the valley, and he looked and, behold, the smoke of 
the land went up like the smoke of a furnace.

 • God’s wrath is not something like getting a time-out or a spanking—it is much, 
much worse.

 • When God decides to pour out His wrath and punish sinful people, it is not 
something that they (through their own efforts) can stop or protect themselves 
from.

(Read Nahum 1:6b.)

Nahum 1:6b—…Who can endure the heat of his anger? His wrath is poured 
out like fire, and the rocks are broken into pieces by him.

But even as terrible as God’s punishment on Sodom and Gomorrah was, there is 
another way that God shows just how much wrath He has toward sin.

(Display the Hell Envelope.)

 • Hell is a real place where sinful people will experience God’s wrath forever.

 • That is the right punishment for people who do not treasure God most of all.

 Do you think that God’s wrath, His fierce anger at all sin, is just a problem for really 
bad people, like the men in the temple selling things or the people who lived in Sodom 
and Gomorrah?

(Tell the children that there is something very important in the Hell Envelope—some 
important words from the Bible. Choose a child to remove the Romans 3:10b, 23 visual.)

Romans 3:10b—None is righteous, no, not one.

 According to this verse, how many of us are righteous? [none of us]

Romans 3:23—for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

 According to this verse, how many of us have sinned? [all of us]

 So would God be right to be angry at us, too? Would He be right to punish us? Would 
He be right to show us His wrath? Yes!

HELL ENVELOPE

Wrathful
Sample



The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Truth78. 207

Lesson 25

 • Just like the men in the temple and the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, we are 
unrighteous sinners, too.

 • We also deserve to experience God’s wrath.

 • That is our biggest problem, and it can’t be solved by trying to hide from God, by 
trying to act nicer, or by being more loving or more obedient.

We can’t solve this huge problem but God can!

(Tape the R-Righteous, W-Wrathful, L-Love, W-Wise, P-Provider, and R-Refuge letter 
visuals on the wall as you make the following brief comments for each.)

Because God is righteous, He is right to be full of wrath at our sin. But we have also 
learned another word about God. He is love and gives of Himself for the joy of others. 
And because He is also wise, He had a perfect plan to save His sinful people so that He 
could give them joy forever. It was a plan in which He would rightly punish their sin with 
His wrath, but also provide a refuge for them so they would be kept safe and be protected 
from His wrath.

What was that plan? To send a Savior. To send Jesus to save sinners.

Small Group Application

Choose one or more of the following suggestions for interacting with the children during this time:

Workbook

Instruct the children to turn to the letter “W” for “Wrathful” in the workbook. Have them look at the picture 
of Sodom and Gomorrah on the page. Emphasize that the story of God destroying these cities is not make-
believe.

God’s wrath is real. Do you think that the people of these cities had any way to escape God’s wrath? 
Could they hide somewhere? Could they stop God? Why not?

Review Romans 1:18a. Have them color in the picture and decorate the letter.

Jesus Is Wrathful Toward Sin

When you think about Jesus, what kinds of things come to mind? Does His fierce anger at sin ever 
come to mind? Why would someone want to pretend that Jesus isn’t really angry at sin? Do you take 
Jesus’ wrath seriously? Do you ever value and love something more than God, like the men in the 
temple did? How can the story of Jesus in the temple serve as a warning to us? This week, as you 

TAPE, AND 
R-RIGHTEOUS, 
W-WRATHFUL, 

L-LOVE, W-WISE, 
P-PROVIDER, 

AND R-REFUGE 
VISUALS
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think about your words and actions, how can knowing about God’s wrath help make you desperate for 
Jesus?

A Righteous God Cannot Tolerate Sin

Show the children a crystal glass or other precious object.

Suppose this belongs to your mother and is very special to her. Would she use this special [glass] to 
hold old paint? Would she tell you that it’s okay to use it out in the mud and dirt? Why wouldn’t that be 
right? Why would she be right to be angry if you took it and threw it around like a ball?

Read and talk about Habakkuk 1:13a, “You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at 
wrong.”

God Is Right to Be Wrathful at Any and Every Sin

Do you think that God is only angry when you do a certain number of sins or a certain kind of sin? 
Maybe 10 sins are okay, but He gets angry when you reach 100 sins? Or, “Cheating on a math test is 
an okay sin, but robbing a bank is not”? How many times did Adam and Eve sin before God punished 
them and drove them out of the garden of Eden? [once]

God Is Right to Hate and Be Angry at Sin

If your parents truly love you, would they be right to be angry if anyone tried to hurt you on purpose? 
Yes, love hates what is evil and will be angry towards evil.

Explain that this is one of reasons why we have jails, to punish people who do wrong and to protect other 
people from them.

God loves Himself most of all, and He knows that we will only be truly happy if we love Him most of 
all. His wrath toward sin is like a protection that guards what is good and right. This is a loving thing 
for God to do.

We All Deserve to Experience God’s Wrath

Review Romans 3:10b, 23, “None is righteous, no, not one…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.”

Do you sometimes feel that God’s anger at sin is just for really “bad” people? Do you feel like God 
would never be angry at you because you are usually good? What do these verses tell us? Do you 
understand that you were even born with a sinful heart? (See Psalm 51:5 and Ephesians 2:1-3.) What 
does this mean for you and me? What do we also deserve? How should this change our attitude about 
sin? Should we act as if our sin is no big deal? How should this change our attitude toward God? 
Should we be silly toward God?

Wrathful
Sample



The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Truth78. 209

Lesson 25

Looking for Refuge From God’s Wrath

Ask the children if they think that there was anything that the sinful people of Sodom and Gomorrah could 
have done to protect themselves from experiencing God’s wrath. Remind the children that God is both 
almighty and sovereign. Point out that hell is even worse than what the people of Sodom and Gomorrah 
experienced at the time when God sent down fire.

Hell is experiencing God’s wrath forever. Is there anything that you or I could do to escape God’s wrath 
at our sin? Could we do something to hide from the punishment that we deserve?

Read and talk about John 3:36.

Optional Activities

If time allows, choose one of the following optional activities:

1. ABCs Review Game

Play the ABCs Review game using the Alphabet Cards for words learned in Lessons 16-25: Happy,
Love, Omnipresent, Refuge, Unchanging, Omniscient, Good, Jealous, Righteous, and Wrathful.

2. Memory Verse Review

Cut out and hide the 12 letters from the Missing Letters 1-12 sheets around the room. On a
whiteboard or posterboard, write today’s memory verse in large letters as follows:

Fo_  the  wr_th  of  God  is  re_ealed

fro_  heave_  a_ainst  al_

ungo_line_s  and

unrig_teo_sness  of  m_n.

Give the children the signal to begin looking for the missing letters. Help them tape the letters in their 
correct places. Recite the completed verse together.

Send Home

• Growing in Faith Together Page for Lesson 25 (one per child)
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God is very angry at sin,  
and is right to punish sinners.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness  

and unrighteousness of men. — Romans 1:18a

Wrathful
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God poured out His wrath on the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.

(Genesis 19:24-25)
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Lesson Summary

If we are going to teach children the whole counsel of God, we must 
teach them about His wrath. Any vision of God devoid of this attribute 
will be dangerously skewed. Some would argue that children should be 
spared this teaching. But if we really desire our children to experience 
the depth and the riches of the love of God, they must also get a glimpse 
of His hatred of sin. For it is within this context that we see our desperate 
condition and need of a Savior. Consider these words from Jerry Bridges:

The love of God has no meaning apart from Calvary. And 
Calvary has no meaning apart from the holy and just 
wrath of God. Jesus did not die just to give us peace and a 
purpose in life; He died to save us from the wrath of God. 
He died to reconcile us to a holy God who was alienated 
from us because of our sin. He died to ransom us from the 
penalty of sin—the punishment of everlasting destruction, 
shut out from the presence of the Lord. He died that we, the 
just objects of God's wrath, should become, by His grace, 
heirs of God and co-heirs with Him. 1

In this lesson, we presented the story of Jesus cleansing the temple 
and God’s judgment on Sodom, to show children a glimpse of God’s 
anger at sin. We also brought this to a very personal level—we are all 
sinners and deserve the rightful wrath of God. This is why we desperately  
need Jesus.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• for God to grant you the right words and demeanor as you
present these hard but important truths to your child.

• that God would use this lesson to deepen your love for His
amazing grace, and cause the heart of your child to take
seriously the nature and consequences of his or her sin.

As You Walk By The Way

 • When you think about Jesus, what kinds of things come
to mind? Does His fierce anger at sin ever come to mind?
Read John 2:13-16. Why would someone want to pretend that
Jesus isn’t really angry at sin? Do you take Jesus’ wrath seriously?

Wrathful

Main Idea
 • God is very angry
at sin, and is right
to punish sinners.

Memory Verse
For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of 
men.—Romans 1:18a

Scripture

1) Genesis 19:24-25,
27-28

2) Nahum 1:6b
3) Habakkuk 1:13a
4) John 2:13-16
5) John 3:36
6) Romans 1:18a
7) Romans 3:10b, 23

1. Bridges, Jerry. The Practice of Godliness. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: NAVPRESS, 1983), 24.
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Do you ever value and love something more 
than God, like the men in the temple did? How 
can the story of Jesus in the temple serve as 
a warning to us? This week, as you think about 
your words and actions, how can knowing about 
God’s wrath help make you desperate for Jesus?

 • Read Romans 3:10b, 23. Do you sometimes 
feel that God’s anger at sin is just for really 
“bad” people? Do you feel like God would never 
be angry at you because you are usually good? 
What do these verses tell us? Do you understand 
that you were even born with a sinful heart? (See  
Psalm 51:5 and Ephesians 2:1-3.) What does 
this mean for you and me? What do we also 
deserve? How should this change our attitude 

about sin? Should we act as if our sin is no 
big deal? How should this change our attitude 
toward God? Should we be silly toward God?

 • Explain that there was nothing that the sinful 
people of Sodom and Gomorrah could have 
done to protect themselves from experiencing 
God’s wrath. God is both almighty and 
sovereign. Point out that hell is even worse 
than what the people of Sodom and Gomorrah 
experienced at the time when God sent down 
fire. Hell is experiencing God’s wrath forever. 
Is there anything you or I could do to escape 
God’s wrath at our sin? Could we do something 
to hide from the punishment that we deserve? 
Read and talk about John 3:36.

Action Step

This week, use The ABCs of God Game Cards to review the words, meanings, and verses for the words: 
Wrathful, Righteous, Jealous, Good, Omniscient, Refuge, Love, and Understanding.

Memory Verse Activity

Starting with the "W", circle every other letter in the list to find the missing letters to complete the verses. 

For the                              of                    is

                                          from heaven 

                                   all ungodliness and   
                                                                          

of men.—Romans 1:18a 

W P R N A O T D H C G L O A D H R P E M V S E A 

A L O E R D K A G G C A L I T N K S B T N U Y N Z 

R O I P G J H Q T B E D O A U G S L N N E R S T S
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