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Lesson 29  

SHOWING MERCY 
 
 
 

Themes: 
♦ God is merciful and He wants His children to be merciful to others. 
♦ Mercy sees people in distress, feels compassion for them, and acts to help them. 
♦ Jesus demonstrated what mercy is to be like. 
 
Scripture: 

Luke 10:33-38; James 2:15-16; Mark 1:40-42; Luke 18:35-42; John 19:25-27; 
Luke 6:36; Titus 3:5 

 
Memory Verse:  Luke 6:36  

Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.  
 
Visuals: 
♦ Optional: prop for the beginning skit (bike helmet, pants with torn knees, etc). 
♦ Picture of fallen biker (Resource Pack: piece A). Use this picture if you are not 

able to act out the beginning skit. 
♦ MERCY sign (Resource Pack: piece B). Cover the three definitions as instructed 

with pieces (Resource Pack: pieces C-E). 
♦ SHOWING MERCY heart (Resource Pack: hearts, Lesson 29) 
♦ LOVING GOD MOST visual (from previous lessons). 
♦ Optional: Three name-tag style stickers. Label as follows: SICK, BLIND, WIDOW. 

An elastic type bandage and a blindfold. 
 
Before Class: 
Choose and prepare the people necessary for the skit. Use adults if available or 
children who are well prepared. 
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Illustration: Tell the children that you are going to begin today’s lesson by acting out 
a modern day version of the parable of the Good Samaritan. Have a child or adult 
(who has been prepared before-hand) come up to act out the part of the bicycle 
accident victim. You or others should act out the parts of the “Christians” who pass 
by. [Note: if it is not possible to act out this portion of the lesson, use the picture from 
the resource pack and narrate the following story.] 
 

Suppose (child or adult) was out biking and hit a rock on the path and fell off 
his bike and was badly hurt. Along came a woman walking down the path 
reading her Bible. She stopped and said, “If you hadn’t been going so fast, you 
wouldn’t have gotten hurt. Proverbs 27:12 says, ‘The prudent sees danger and 
hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it.’” Then she continued 
walking. 
 
Next, a man came walking by. He stopped, knelt by the hurt bicyclist and said, 
“I am a Christian. I would like to help you. I will pray for you.” He prayed with 
him for a few minutes and then continued on his walk. 
 
Finally, a teenager jogged down the path. He stopped and said, “Wow, you are 
really hurt! How would you like to come to my Sunday school class next week 
and learn about how Jesus can give you eternal life?” 
 
Stop the narrative and ask: Were any of these people acting like a Good 
Samaritan? What is missing? 

 
Have a Sword Drill with the following: Luke 10:36-38: 
 
 [Jesus asked,] “Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a 
 neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” He said, “The one who 
 showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”  
 
Explain that in the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus was teaching us about the 
meaning of the second commandment—loving your neighbor as yourself. The good 
Samaritan truly loved his hurting neighbor because he was the one who showed the 
man mercy. 

 
Ask: What did the Samaritan do that showed mercy? (Direct the children to 
verses 33-35.) He had pity on the man, he bandaged him, he took him to an 
inn, he cared for his needs, and he paid for his expenses.  

 
Display the MERCY sign. Ask the children if they can define the word mercy. Explain 
that it means to demonstrate pity, kindness, and compassion to someone who is in 
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need. Mercy sees people in distress (uncover sign). Mercy feels compassion for them 
(uncover sign). Mercy acts to help them (uncover sign). 
 

Ask: In our story that we acted out, did anyone really see the need of the 
bicyclist, feel compassion for him, and then act to help him? What did (child or 
adult) need at that moment? Just words of wisdom? Just prayer? Just an 
invitation to church? 

 
Point out that as right and good as it is to give people words of wisdom from the Bible, 
pray for them, and invite them to church, Jesus also wants us to show mercy by 
caring for people’s immediate hurts and needs. The hurt bicyclist needed someone to 
care for his body. Mercy sees hurting people and says, “I want to help you. What can I 
do for you?” and then takes action to do it (James 2:15-16). 
 
Comment that showing mercy is a way to demonstrate “love in action.” Jesus’ earthly 
ministry was filled with examples of showing mercy to hurting people. 
 
Illustrations:  
#1 Choose a child to come up front. Attach the “Leper” sticker to the child and wrap 
the elastic bandage around his hands. Ask the children if they know what a leper 
referred to in the Bible. Explain that leprosy was a terrible disease without a cure. It 
often affected a person’s hands, arms, feet, and skin. Lepers were considered 
“untouchables” and often had to live apart from their families, friends, and neighbors.  
 

Ask: What kinds of problems do you think that a leper would experience? 
 

Read Mark 1:40-42.  Ask: What need did Jesus see? What did Jesus feel? 
How did Jesus act to help him? [Note: You may want to explain that the fact 
that Jesus physically touched him when it wasn’t necessary for Jesus to do so 
showed Jesus’ understanding for man’s need for human contact.] 

 
#2 Choose a child to come up front. Attach the “blind” sticker to him. Ask the children 
what type of special problems a blind person would experience. 
 

Read Luke 18:35-42.  Ask: What need did Jesus see? What did Jesus feel? 
How did Jesus act to help him? 

 
#3 Choose a child to come up front. Attach the “widow” sticker to her. Ask the children 
what a widow is and what kinds of problems a widow might experience. 
 

Read John 19:25-27.  Ask: What need did Jesus see? What did Jesus feel? 
How did Jesus act to help his mother? 

 
Emphasize that in showing mercy Jesus was not only concerned with people’s 
spiritual needs, but also with their physical and emotional needs, like the need for a 
leper to feel the warmth of a human hand, for a blind man to see again, and for a 

karen.hieb
Text Box
Sample Teacher's Lesson



 

To Be Like Jesus © 2008 Jill Nelson 176 Children Desiring God 

mother to have the caring relationship of a son. (Display the SHOWING MERCY 
heart and attach it to the LOVING GOD MOST visual.) 
 

Comment: A lot of times it is tempting to avoid people with problems and needs 
—it’s just easier. We might know of an older person who is very lonely or a 
child who is being made fun of at school or a little sister who needs help getting 
dressed. We would rather ignore them or maybe just pray for them, but do 
nothing else. It’s hard to be merciful sometimes. But Jesus wants us to see 
hurting people as He does—with a heart that is filled with mercy. 

 
Read Luke 6:36: 

 
[Jesus said,] “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”   
 
Ask: Have you ever needed mercy? Has God ever shown you mercy? In what 
way? 

 
Emphasize that each of us depends on the mercy of God every day. We are all 
hurting or distressed in some way or another. If you are a Christian, you believed 
because of the mercy of God (Titus 3:5). God saw you as a sinner in distress, had 
compassion on you, and sent Jesus to save you. And now Jesus wants you to show 
His mercy to others. When I look at people in distress, does my heart feel compassion 
for them? Do I look for ways that I can act to help them, even in small ways?   
 

Ask: How could you show mercy to your mom when she is sick? [Allow the 
children to give some responses. Make sure to direct their thinking to practical 
ways of showing mercy.] How could you show mercy to a kid who is being 
made fun of at school? How could you show mercy to a little sister who needs 
help getting dressed? 

 
Point out that although we are not Jesus and cannot simply touch someone and heal 
them, we are able to show mercy in other ways. And as Christians grow to become 
more and more like Jesus, we will find more and more ways to show His mercy to 
others. But this takes practice—looking for little ways every day that we can show 
mercy to someone. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
⇒Review the skit of the hurt bicyclist. Did it appear that the three people who passed by the 

bicyclist were Christians? What gives that impression? Remind the children that in the 
biblical account of the story that Jesus told (Luke 10:30-37), the men who passed by were 
also religious people, but they failed to truly love the victim and show him mercy. Why do 
you think that Jesus purposely told the story in a way that made the religious people look 
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like the “bad guys”? Read James 1:27a. Ask: What does Jesus want to remind us of? Is 
being a Christian just about knowing the right things—memorizing Bible verses, knowing 
what big words mean, or being able to say good prayers? How does showing mercy to 
others help us to understand what it means to be a true follower of Jesus?  

 
⇒Ask the children to recall a time that they were in distress and needed help. Did someone 

show them mercy? How did it feel to be on the receiving end of mercy? Point out that all of 
us have been in great need at times. However, all people have a distress and need that is 
beyond any human help. What is it? Read Ephesians 2:3-5 and Titus 3:3-5. What is this 
distress? Who has mercy and who alone can offer help? Ask: Have you been on the 
receiving end of God’s mercy unto salvation? If you have, what does Jesus want you to do? 
How are you growing in this? Can you give an example of how your parents or other 
Christians have shown you how to help people in distress? When you help someone, how 
does it make you feel? Does this encourage you to look for even more ways to show 
mercy? Why?  

 
⇒WORKBOOK Have the children turn to Lesson 29 in their workbooks. Review the definition 

of mercy that is printed on the page. Have the children each think of a situation in which 
they saw someone in distress (or they could use a biblical illustration). In the blank 
rectangle, have the children write out (or draw) the situation, then recall what emotions they 
(or the Bible character) felt toward that person, and then what they did to care for the 
person’s need. Ask: Is being merciful a thing that comes easily to us? Can you give an 
example of a situation in which it was really hard to feel compassion for someone? Why was 
it hard? Are there situations in which it is easier to ignore someone’s need? What may 
prevent you from wanting to help them? Do you ever feel that someone deserves to suffer 
so you don’t really want to help them? Are these thoughts pleasing to Jesus? What should 
we do when we have these feelings? Read and discuss Psalm 32:3-5 and Psalm 51:1-2. 
Point out that after heart-felt confession and forgiveness, God desires that we obey His 
commands to be merciful even if we don’t “feel” like it at times, and to pray that God would 
change our hearts and cause us to delight in showing mercy to others. 

 
⇒Ask: Can we show mercy in the exact same way that Jesus did? Why not? Emphasize that 

we are not God and cannot create food out of nothing, or bring a dead person back to life, or 
cause a blind person to see again. However, we can help the sick, feed the hungry, and 
comfort people who have lost a loved one. Read and discuss the following: Deuteronomy 
10:18, Deuteronomy 15:7-8, and 2 Corinthians 1:3-4. Ask: Can you think of simple and 
practical ways that you could show mercy in the ways that these verses describe? 
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Cut out along black lines. 
Use paper clips to attach 
and cover the correspond-
ing sections of piece B. 
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Themes: 
• God is merciful and He wants His children to be merciful to others. 
• Mercy sees people in distress, feels compassion for them, and acts to help them. 
• Jesus demonstrated what mercy is to be like. 
 
Scripture: 

Luke 10:33-38; James 2:15-16; Mark 1:40-42; Luke 18:35-42; John 19:25-27; 
Luke 6:36; Titus 3:5 

 
Memory Verse: Luke 6:36 

Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.  
 
Workbook Page: Review the definition of mercy that is printed on your workbook page. 
Think of a situation in which you saw someone in distress. In the blank rectangle, write out (or 
draw) the situation. Next, recall what emotions you felt toward that person. Finally, describe 
how you acted to care for that person’s need.  
 
Is being merciful something that comes easily to us? Are there situations in which it is easier 
to ignore a person’s need? Maybe you felt too busy or didn’t like that person. Do you ever feel 
that someone deserves to suffer? Are these thoughts pleasing to Jesus? What should you do 
when you have these feelings?  
 
Read Psalm 32:3-5 and Psalm 51:1-2. Are there sinful thoughts and feelings that you need to 
confess to God? Do you need His help in changing your heart so that you will be a more 
merciful person? 
 
Read Ephesians 2:3-4 and Titus 3:3-5. Have you been on the receiving end of God’s mercy 
unto salvation? Have you ever prayed to God as the tax collector did in Luke 18:13? Was 
God merciful to you? How should you now treat others who are in need of mercy? 
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Themes: 
• God is merciful and He wants His children to be merciful to others. 
• Mercy sees people in distress, feels compassion for them, and acts to help them. 
• Jesus demonstrated what mercy is to be like. 
 
Scripture: 

Luke 10:33-38; James 2:15-16; Mark 1:40-42; Luke 18:35-42; John 19:25-27; 
Luke 6:36; Titus 3:5 

 
Memory Verse: Luke 6:36  

Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.  
 
Take it to heart: Can you recall a time when you were in distress and needed help? Did 
someone show you mercy? How? Read Ephesians 2:3-5 and Titus 3:3-5. Have you been on 
the receiving end of God’s mercy unto salvation? If you have, what does Jesus want you to 
do? Read Luke 6:36. Are you growing in this? How? Can you give an example of how your 
parents or other Christians have shown you how to help people in distress? When you help 
someone, how does it make you feel? Does this encourage you to look for even more ways to 
show mercy? Why?  
 
Is being merciful a thing that comes easily to us? Can you give an example of a situation in 
which it is really hard to feel compassion for someone? Why was it hard? Are there situations 
in which it is easier to ignore a person’s need? What may prevent you from wanting to help 
them? Do you ever feel that someone deserves to suffer so you don’t really want to help them? 
Are these thoughts pleasing to Jesus? What should you do when you have these feelings? 
Read Psalm 32:3-5 and Psalm 51:1-2. 
 
Read James 1:27a. What does Jesus want to remind us of? Is being a Christian just about 
knowing the right things—memorizing Bible verses, knowing what big words mean, or being 
able to say good prayers? How does showing mercy to others help us understand what it 
means to be a true follower of Jesus?  
 
Pray about it: Have you experienced the mercy of God unto salvation? Thank Him for His 
wonderful gift. Are you a person who shows the mercy of Jesus to people in distress? Ask 
Jesus to give you eyes that see distress, a heart that feels compassion, and understanding to 
know how to act in order to help. Pray for opportunities this week to be merciful to others. 
Confess feelings of anger or indifference to others.  

 

  
Parent Resource Page 

Lesson 29: 
SHOWING MERCY 
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