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Gospel Devotional: Truth Eight

1) Review Previous Truths

Truth One: God is the sovereign Creator of all things.

Truth Two: God created people for His glory.

Truth Three: God is holy and righteous.

Truth Four: Man is sinful.

Truth Five: God is just and is right to punish sin.

Truth Six: God is merciful. He is kind to undeserving 

sinners.

Truth Seven: Jesus is God’s holy and righteous Son.

2) Truth Eight
God put the punishment of sinners on Jesus, so that His 

righteousness might be put on them.

3) Supportive Scripture
Isaiah 53:5; Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; and 

1 Peter 2:24

Read these passages of Scripture as well as any other 

Scripture that you know of that supports the truth that 

God put the punishment of sinners on Jesus. 

4) Explanation
Our biggest problem is that we are sinners who deserve 

to be punished by God for sin with death and hell. 

However, because God is merciful, He made a way for 

sin to be punished and for sinners to be saved. How 

did He do this? God sent Jesus into the world to save 
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helpless sinners. How could Jesus do this? Jesus is 

fully God. He did something that you or I or anyone else 

could never do: Jesus obeyed all God’s commands, all 

the time. Jesus never sinned; He is perfectly holy and 

righteous. How does this help sinners?

Since Jesus is holy and righteous and has no sin of 

His own, He was able to be the perfect substitute for 

sinners. What is a substitute? A substitute is someone 

who takes the place of someone else. For example, a 

substitute teacher takes the place of your teacher when 

he is absent. A baby-sitter takes the place of mom and 

dad when they are gone.

Jesus acted as a substitute for sinners by taking the 

place of sinners. How? Jesus was willing to take the 

punishment for all the sins of His people. Jesus received 

from God the punishment that His people deserved. This 

is what Jesus did by dying on the cross. This is what 

God sent Jesus into the world to do. That is why Jesus 

was hung on a cross, so that God, His Father, could 

punish Jesus instead of having to punish His people. 

When Jesus died on the cross in place of His sinful 

people, He experienced all the terrible anger and hatred 

God has toward their sin. 

Not only did Jesus take away the sin and punishment 

of His people so our sins would be forgiven, Jesus 

also gave something to His people, something you 

and I need in order to go to heaven and live forever 

with God. What did Jesus give His people? His perfect 

righteousness! Remember, God says that we must be 

holy and righteous and we must obey Him all the time. 

Jesus always obeyed God; Jesus is righteous and holy. 

When Jesus died on the cross He took away the sin and 

punishment of His people, and then gave to them His 

perfect righteousness!
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Jesus’ death on the cross was not the end of the story 

however. After Jesus died, He was buried. But guess 

what? Jesus did not stay buried. He was resurrected 

from the dead. That means He rose from the dead and 

came alive again! Jesus’ resurrection is proof He has 

won the battle over sin and death and hell. Because of 

this, God’s people are now saved so they can someday 

go to heaven and live with Him and enjoy Him forever! 

Jesus is a living Savior. There is no one like Jesus! 

5) Illustration

a) Two Backpacks

Collect two backpacks. Put the fi rst backpack on 

your child and slowly fi ll it up with lots of heavy stuff 

until the child begins to feel “weighed down” under 

the burden of carrying it. Place a sign on it that 

says “MY SIN.” Explain to your child that your sin is 

something like carrying a very heavy sack. It weighs 

you down and is a burden to carry.

Next, give the child a sign that says, “GOD’S 

PUNISHMENT.” What is the right punishment for 

our sin? Death and hell. Remind the child that this is 

what we deserve because of our sin.

Then have dad wear a name-tag that says “JESUS” 

and explain that dad is going to play the part of Jesus 

for a minute. Using the second backpack, put a sign 

on this empty backpack saying “NO SIN = HOLY 

AND RIGHTEOUS” and have dad put it on. Jesus 

had no sin of His own. Jesus was perfectly righteous 

and holy. 

Read and act out Isaiah 53:5, 2 Corinthians 5:21, 

or 1 Peter 2:24 by having dad remove the heavy 

backpack from his child. Have dad then place his 

empty pack on the child. Next, have dad place 
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the heavy pack on himself and take the “GOD’S 

PUNISHMENT” sign from the child and holding it. 

This can help us to understand what Jesus did 

for sinners on the cross. He takes the sin of His 

people and is punished in their place. And He gives 

(imputes) to sinners His perfect righteousness.

b) Math Test

Create a hard math test for your child. Make sure 

that it is impossible to get any answers right. 

Have you or your spouse take the test with your 

child, but make sure you get all the answers right 

and your child gets all the answers wrong. Before 

they turn in their tests, instruct them to write their 

names on the test. Then grade the test: Your child 

gets an “F.” Your spouse gets an “A.” Give your 

spouse a prize for doing so well. Do not give a prize 

to your child.

After handing back their tests and handing out the 

prize, ask for the tests back. Cross out their names 

and write in each other’s names, switching them. 

Give the “A” test to your child. Give the “F” test to 

your spouse. Take the prize back from your spouse 

and give it to your child.

This can help us to better understand what Jesus 

did for sinners on the cross. He took our inability to 

perfectly obey God (our “incorrect answers”) and the 

punishment that we deserve (our “F”) and gives to 

sinners His perfect righteousness (dad or mom’s all 

correct answers) and His reward (dad or mom’s “A” 

score, which earned the prize).

6) Implication
Jesus died on the cross to be punished in your place.



Understand the Gospel © 2011                   70 Chidren Desiring God

Michael, Nelson, and Bethlehem 

Additional Helps: Truth Eight

Additional Reading

Isaiah 53; Galatians 3:13

Prayer Prompts

• Read through Isaiah 53 and then pray. You might even 

consider not saying anything after reading, just move 

right into prayer.

• A danger for us is that we would get used to Jesus being 

our substitute. Pray for hearts to always be sensitive and 

to this truth.

A Prayer of Blessing for Truth Eight

“May your heart feel—as you think about Jesus’ death 

in your place

 He became a curse—for you

 He was made to be sin—for you

May you see how bad sin is, because of what God had 

to do to fi x this problem 

 He gave His best—for you

 He gave His Son Jesus—for you

So, may your heart always be moved, whenever you hear 

these words:

 “He was wounded for our transgressions”

 “He was cursed for our iniquities” 
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 “Upon Him was the chastisement that 

 brought us peace”

 “And with His stripes we are healed”

A Word for Parents

Dennis Gundersen’s book Your Child’s Profession of Faith8 is 

a very helpful assist to parents as they seek to discern grace 

upon their child’s heart. This book is practical, but it is also very 

insightful in exposing the hidden pits that are often found in the 

pursuit of conversion with young children. 

“Urge Christ-centeredness, not profession-centeredness. 

One of the worst mistakes parents can make is to 

permit their child to become preoccupied with anguish 

over his standing in the church and whether he is a 

baptized member yet or not. Urge him instead to focus 

all his attention on knowing Jesus Christ, his Lord, to 

whom alone he will give account!”

8. Gundersen, Dennis. Your Child’s Profession of Faith. (Amityville, NY: Calvary 

Press, 1994), 50.


