
Lesson 38

Your Word is Truth © 2010 by Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God

439

Boldly Proclaiming the 
Truth in Humility
 M A I N  I D E A :

 > The truth of the Bible is to be boldly proclaimed in a spirit of humility. 

S C R I P T U R E :

F R O M  T H E  V I S U A L S  D V D :

O T H E R  V I S U A L S :

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Before the class begins, assign parts for Skits 1 and 2 to four students (two per skit). Ask them to read the skits and 

be prepared to perform their parts. 

P R E PA R AT I O N  F O R  S M A L L  G R O U P  L E A D E R S :

Reading the take-home article for this lesson “Is Faith Necessary?” by Pastor Kevin DeYoung will help you in leading 

your students during Small Group Application of this lesson. 

1. Colossians 4:6

2. Ephesians 4:29

3. 1 Corinthians 1:26-31

4. 1 Corinthians 1:1-5

5. 1 Timothy 1:15

6. Philippians 2:3, 5-8

 > Bible

 > 1 or 2 plain doughnut holes (or brush off as much 

sugar as possible if you can’t fi nd plain)

 > 1 or 2 plain doughnut holes (but mist with water and 

sprinkle these with salt before the lesson)

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 38

 > Skits 1 and 2 (one set per classroom)

 > Parent Memo for Lesson 38 (one per student)

 > “Is Faith Necessary?” article (one per student)

 > "Taking the Swagger Out of Christian Cultural 

Infl uence" article (one per student)
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(DISPLAY LESSON 38.) 

Small Group Discussion (4-5 minutes) 

(DISPLAY DISCUSSION.) 

Large Group Lesson 

(DISPLAY SWORD.) 

Recall that God's truth has been the reoccurring theme throughout this year's study.  

(Direct students to complete the following statement in the journal.) 

  The Sword of Truth is powerful: 

  • It is the objective, absolute, universal, unchanging, and knowable truth of God.

  • It has the power to save sinners through the message of the Gospel.

  • It has the power to destroy Satan's strongholds. 

(DISPLAY ACCURATE, and direct students to complete the following statement in the 

journal.) 

The Sword of Truth is accurate:

Boldly Proclaiming the Truth in Humility

Read the following news item to the students: 

On January 12, 2010, a major earthquake hit 

the country of Haiti. The devastation affected 

approximately three million people. It is esti-

mated that anywhere from 100,000 to more 

than 200,000 people died as a result of the 

quake. 

A day after the quake, a well-known Christian 

television personality stated the following: 

Something happened a long time ago in Haiti, 

and people might not want to talk about it. 

They were under the heel of the French…And 

they got together and swore a pact to the devil. 

They said, "We will serve you if you will get us 

free from the French." True story. And so, the 

devil said, "OK, it's a deal."

And they kicked the French out. You know, 

the Haitians revolted and got themselves free. 

But ever since, they have been cursed by one 

thing after the other.1

What do you think of his comments? Do you 

think that there was truth in them? Do you think 

they were appropriate given the situation? Why 

or why not?  

Whether or not you think there might be truth in 

what this man said, it was probably an inappro-

priate time and manner for him to say what he 

did. Heaping condemnation on Haiti did not help 

to win anyone there for Christ. It did not help the 

truth to triumph. Today we’re going to discuss 

how we use the sword of truth God has given us.

1. Quote was taken from www.mediamatters.org, January 13, 2010, 

originally aired on the Christian Broadcasting Network. 
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  • Every word proves true.

  • It is trustworthy in guiding us in every aspect of life. 

Suppose you are a soldier and have been given a very powerful and accurate weapon. 

Will it do you much good if you forget it when you go out to battle the enemy? Will it do 

you much good if you carry it with you, but don't know how to use it? 

Illustration 

(DISPLAY SOLDIER.) 

Quickly explain that when a young man goes to basic training with the United States 

Army, one of the things he is taught to do is carry his weapon with him at all times—ev-

erywhere! For weeks on end, that weapon is by his side. This is to train him to think and 

act as a soldier at all times, always being prepared for battle. His life will depend on that 

weapon, and it will be useless to him if he leaves his gun in the barracks as he goes out 

to the battle. But he is also trained how to use that weapon. And before he takes it out 

and actually shoots it, he learns all about its various parts. He has to take it apart and 

put it back together again, over and over, until he knows that weapon so well that he 

can take it apart and put it together again, blindfolded. Then, he learns how to use it. 

The whole process involves intentionality, discipline, and patient perseverance.  

Christians need to have a similar mind set when it comes to God's Word. The Sword of 

Truth needs to be with us at all times. It is not going to be helpful to us if it is only sitting 

on a shelf somewhere, left behind. And we need to become more and more acquainted 

with it, learning it inside out, just as a soldier gets to know and understand his weapon 

and how to use it.  

In what ways can Christians go about “carrying” the Sword with them at all times, and 

also become trained in using it? [daily Bible reading, memorizing Scripture, Bible study, 

paying careful attention to preaching and teaching, etc.] 

God's truth is a uniquely powerful weapon in the fi ght of faith and the fi ght of oppos-

ing worldviews. That is why Paul compared the Word of God to a sword. Because of 

its power and its accuracy, Christians are to have an unshakeable confi dence in God's 

Word. Christians are to have the mindset of a soldier who knows that he has a weapon 

far superior to any of his enemies' weapons. And with that power and accuracy comes 

the responsibility of intentional, disciplined study and training.  

(DISPLAY BOLDNESS, and direct students to the statements to complete in the journal.)

  Christians are to have an unshakeable confi dence in God's truth that produces bold-

ness in the battle of worldviews.

  Christians have a responsibility to be prepared with God's truth through intentional and 

disciplined study.





Your Word is Truth © 2010 by Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God

442

  Christians must be trained in knowing how to use God's truth in fi ghting against the 

schemes of Satan. 

Illustration 

(DISPLAY SKIT 1.) 

Have the two students perform the short Skit 1 for the class. 

Joe: Hi Dustin. How is it going? 

Dustin: Not real great. My grandpa died last night. It was really sad. I loved my 

grandpa a lot.  

Joe: I'm really sorry to hear about that. Had he been sick? 

Dustin: Yeah. He had a bad heart for quite a while. Yesterday he had a massive 

heart attack. My grandma called 911, but they couldn't save him. My grandma is 

really upset about it. At least I know that he is in heaven now. My grandfather always 

said that God lets good people into heaven, and my grandfather was a really good 

person. 

Joe: It's not about how good you are. It's about whether or not a person is trusting in 

Jesus for the forgiveness of his sin. Did your grandpa trust Jesus? 

Have the two students return to their seats. Ask the class what they thought of the skit 

by asking the following: 

Was there a “war of worldviews” going on? Describe the opposing views? [opposing 

views of how someone gets to heaven] 

Was the sword of truth wielded in this battle? What important truths were boldly pro-

claimed? [You don't get to heaven by being good, you must trust in Jesus.] 

Is this truth accurate? Yes. For example, trusting in Jesus IS the only way to heaven. Is it 

a powerful truth? Yes. It is the message of the Gospel and has the power to save sinners. 

Joe was prepared with the Word. The truth had been learned and was boldly spoken. 

However, do you think that this truth, spoken at this particular time, would be well re-

ceived by Dustin? Why or why not? (Allow a few responses.) 

Have the students turn to Colossians 4:6: 

(DISPLAY COLOSSIANS 4:6, and direct the students to the related questions in the jour-

nal.) 

Colossians 4:6—Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you 

may know how you ought to answer each person. 

Boldly Proclaiming the Truth in Humility
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  In light of the skit, what important issue does this verse address? [the manner in which 

you speak truth] 

  What does the word “gracious” mean? [kind, gentle, loving]

In the skit, do you think that Joe's truthful words to Dustin were gracious in this situa-

tion? Why or why not? [e.g, he is still grieving his grandfather's loss; his grandfather is 

already dead and cannot respond to this truth and be saved, only making the loss more 

painful]

  What do you think is meant by speech that is “seasoned with salt”? 

Illustration 

Quickly give one or two students the plain doughnut holes to taste. Ask if they enjoy the 

fl avor. Many foods have salt added to them. Salt enhances the fl avor of foods. Without 

salt, many foods would taste bland. Next, give one or two students the salted donut 

holes, without telling them that it is salt covering the donut and not sugar. Ask if they 

enjoy the fl avor. Point out that salt is meant to enhance the fl avor of foods, not to ruin 

the fl avor. A good cook knows how much salt to add—not too little and not too much. 

Do you think Joe properly “salted” his comments to Dustin? Did stating these truths in 

this way at this time serve to enhance the appeal of the Gospel, or serve to make it less 

appealing? 

(DISPLAY EPHESIANS 4:29, and direct students to the related question in the journal.)

  Ephesians 4:29—Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is 

good for building up, as fi ts the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 

How could this verse apply to the situation posed in the skit? (Allow the students to 

respond.) 

Even though truth was spoken by Joe, it didn't fi t the occasion very well. Someone who 

is grieving for his grandpa probably won't be encouraged to hear that his grandpa might 

not be in heaven after all. 

So does that mean Joe shouldn't have said anything to Dustin? Is the alternative to not 

speak any truth? How does that fi t with being bold? How does that fi t with the power of 

the Gospel to save?  

Small Group Activity (10 minutes) 

In your small group, challenge your students to think of ways in which Joe could have 

responded to Dustin differently. Have the students discuss the following questions:

• Is it likely that Joe and Dustin will see each other again? If yes, how might this change 
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how Joe responds at this particular time? 

• Is there a way to demonstrate the truth of the Gospel at this time without pointing out the 

obvious lie of Dustin's worldview? How could this be done?

• Are there biblical truths Joe could have communicated that would serve to point Dustin 

to the goodness of Jesus, that would not at the same time serve to condemn his grand-

father?

• Do the students have any similar real-life examples or experiences to share? What did 

they learn from these experiences?  

Large Group Lesson 

Call on one or more small groups to briefl y summarize how Joe might have responded to 

Dustin differently in this situation. Emphasize that these are areas in which all Christians 

can grow and become more and more discerning. Being bold and yet gracious, kind, 

and loving is not always easy.  

(DISPLAY GRACIOUS BOLDNESS, and direct the students to complete the related statement 

in the journal.) 

Gracious boldness = Presenting the truth powerfully, accurately, graciously, and as fi t-

ting the occasion

This does not imply hiding the truth or remaining silent. Proclaiming the truth in a gra-

cious and fi tting manner will often offend those whose sinful hearts are hardened.

  However, as Christians, we must not be offensive in our manner as we present truth. 

(Direct students to complete the preceding statement in the journal.) 

For example: 

In the case of Dustin, a powerful testimony to the truth of the Gospel may be Joe dem-

onstrating sincere compassion to him as Dustin grieves. It may be Joe offering to help 

him with schoolwork in the next week. It may be attending the funeral as a sign of sup-

port and friendship. It may be asking Dustin how he can pray for him and his family. 

Over time, Joe may get more opportunities to verbally share the Gospel. The truth might 

offend Dustin, but the way in which Joe shares the truth does not need to be offensive 

or insensitive. 

Illustration 

(DISPLAY SKIT 2.) 

Have the two students come and perform the short Skit 2 for the class. 

Lisa: Our church is going to the state capitol to protest the ban on same-sex mar-

riage. The state needs to realize that same-sex couples should have equal rights 

Boldly Proclaiming the Truth in Humility
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when it comes to marriage!” 

Suzy: Your church is doing that? You can't be serious! The Bible is very clear about 

marriage: One man marries one woman. End of discussion. 

Lisa: How can you be so closeminded about the issue? God is love, and I think that 

God cares more about people loving each other than about outdated rules. Besides, 

what gives you the right to decide what is true for other people? 

Suzy: Well, I would sure make a better decision about what is true in this issue than 

your pastor or your church does! How can you possibly believe something so stupid? 

Ask the students what they thought of this particular skit. Was truth boldly proclaimed? 

Will this truth likely to be offensive to Lisa? Why? However, what seemed to be the overall 

demeanor of Suzy as she presented the truth? [pride] Do you believe that presenting the 

truth with this type of demeanor will make Lisa more or less likely to consider the truth? 

Have the students turn to 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 and 2:1-5, and to the related ques-

tions in the journal. 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31—For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 

according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 

weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the 

world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human 

being might boast in the presence of God. 30And because of him you are in Christ 

Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctifi cation and 

redemption, 31so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Who are the foolish, weak, lowly, and despised people Paul references in these verses? 

[Christians] What point does Paul stress in verse 30? [because of God, Christians are 

in Christ, not through any qualifi cation of their own] Therefore, what type of demeanor 

should Christians have? What might this look like as Christians present the truth? 

Continue reading: 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5—And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming 

to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know noth-

ing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucifi ed. 3And I was with you in weak-

ness and in fear and much trembling, 4and my speech and my message were not in 

plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5that your 

faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

What does Paul want us to understand by these words?

Does Paul want Christians to have a boastful attitude as they boldly proclaim the truth? 
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Why not? (Allow the students to respond.) Of what should we be constantly reminded? 

(DISPLAY HUMILITY, and direct the students to complete this statement in the journal.)

  Christians are to remember that they are saved by grace alone, through faith in the sac-

rifi cial death of Jesus.

  1 Timothy 1:15—The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 

(DISPLAY HUMILITY 2.)

  Christians are to remember that the goal of presenting truth is that sinners might put 

their faith in Jesus.

  Christians are to remember that ultimately it is God's power that saves and brings 

people to love the truth.

How might taking these truths to heart have served to change Suzy's demeanor as she 

spoke with Lisa?  

(DISPLAY PHILIPPIANS 2:3, 5-8.) 

  Philippians 2:3, 5-8—Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others 

more signifi cant than yourselves…5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours 

in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 

God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled him-

self by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

(DISPLAY SWORD AND CROSS.)

  The Sword of Truth  Boldness

  The Truth of the Cross  Humility 

Christians are to take these two truths to heart as we proclaim God's truth to a sinful 

and broken world. These truths should shape our desires, attitudes, and demeanor. We 

are to boldly proclaim God's truth, in every area of life, and do so with humility, looking 

to Jesus as our example. He counted Himself as nothing, and His love and concern for 

sinners took Him to the cross—to death. Christians are called to have this same at-

titude. For example, when we proclaim the truth we must die to pride, to being seen as 
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“right” or superior, and to thinking of our own agenda.  

(DISPLAY JOHN PIPER QUOTE.) 

Being Christian exiles in American culture does not end our infl uence; it 

takes the swagger out of it.2 

What do you think that he means by this quote? What is “swagger”? [boastful self-exal-

tation, showing-off, strutting in an arrogant manner] 

Confronting the lies of Satan in the midst of a culture that seems to increasingly reject 

God's truth calls for great boldness. It is what God has called every Christian to do—

boldly witness to and proclaim the truth. This truth will be offensive to those whose sin-

ful hearts are hardened. But our demeanor in presenting the truth should not be offen-

sive. The message of the cross should give every Christian great humility as we present 

the truth: We are sinners, saved by grace. Apart from this we, too, would not know or 

love God's truth.  

End the lesson with the following true story as recalled by Pastor Tullian Tchividjian: 

Years ago I was one of fi ve thousand people listening to a panel discussion 

at a Christian conference. An editor of a conservative political-theological 

magazine was expressing his frustration with many of the political left-

wingers and doing so in an unnecessarily sarcastic and condescending 

way. When he fi nished, John Piper (another speaker on the panel) turned 

to him, and with utmost seriousness and precision, he said, “For a long 

time I have appreciated your ministry. You are an astute observer of our 

culture…But there's one thing missing from your ministry…Tears."3 

May every Christian be characterized by tears for the lost—always remembering that 

apart from God's grace, we would not know or love the truth. 

Unbelievers need to hear the clear truth that Jesus loves them and wants to save them, 

and they need to know that we love them enough to cry over their souls.  

Small Group Application
The following examples are possible discussions for the Small Group Application time. Select 

the topics that are most applicable to your group. (See Introduction for more information.)

• Truth Statement: Christians are to present God's truth boldly and in a spirit of humility. 

With your small group do one or more of the following:  

• Review the skit with Lisa and Suzy and discuss ways in which Suzy could have 

taken the above truth to heart and presented the truth differently to Lisa.  

• Recall a real-life experience in which God's truth was presented boldly and 

2. From John Piper’s article titled, “Taking the Swagger Out of Christian Cultural Infl uence,” published on August 27, 2003 at www.desiringGOD.org.

3. Tchividjian, Tullian. Unfashionable: Making a Difference in the World by Being Different. (Colorado Springs, Colo.:Multnomah Books, 2009), 125.  



Your Word is Truth © 2010 by Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God

448

humbly. Encourage the students to recall experiences of their own. How did they 

share the truth? What frustrations may they have had in sharing the truth boldly? 

Were they prepared with the truth? What struggles do they face in presenting the 

truth in humility?  

• Have the students imagine the following scenario: You are sitting with a group of 

students at school. You know that one of the students is a Muslim and another 

one has parents who are Buddhists. You do not know about the other students. 

One of the students asks you: “Do you think people of other faiths can go to 

heaven?” How would you respond with boldness, in a spirit of humility? 

• Read Philippians 2:5-8 again. Point out to the students that Jesus’ example 

of humility is one that we need to follow as we boldly proclaim truth to others. 

Jesus died for his enemies. Are we willing to lay down our lives in smaller ways 

to bring others to God? For example, can we love someone hard to love, or be 

humble when it hurts?  

• An additional text that may help in the above discussion is 1 Peter 3:15-16.

Encourage students to apply one thing from the discussion to their lives this week. 
Try to follow up with them next week. Also, if time permits, ask them about how they 
applied one thing f rom last week’s lesson. 

Send Home

Parent Memo for Lesson 38

“Is Faith Necessary?” article 

"Taking the Swagger Out of Christian Cultural Infl uence" article

Boldly Proclaiming the Truth in Humility


