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Inductive Bible Study Handbook
by Sally Michael

DISCOVER THE CONTEXT by following the flow of thought in a 
chapter or book. 

The six methods of observation and discovery given below are 
explained with more detail in this handbook.

1. GET THE BIG PICTURE.
READ the book several times to see how the passage fits
into the flow of the book.

2. DIVIDE THE BOOK OR CHAPTER INTO PASSAGES.
William Mounce defines a passage as: “A passage is all
the verses that make up a complete idea.” 1

TRANSITION MARKERS 
To break the text into passages, look for transition  

  markers. Look for transitions in the author’s  
thinking that may not be according to the man-made 
chapter and section headings, but provide a natural  
break in the text.   

3. TITLE EACH PASSAGE by summarizing the main point.
Titles should be brief. Titles should reflect the main idea.

4. DIVIDE EACH PASSAGE into sections. Read the passage
several times until you begin to see the sections.
Each section should be labeled with the main point.

5. CHART the clauses and connectors and/or show the
structure by MAPPING the passage or making an OUTLINE.

6. MARK key words and phrases that will help you determine
the theme of the passage. For example, the key word
“love” in the book of 1 John reveals the theme.

1. Mounce, William. Greek for the Rest of Us. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
2003), 57.
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read
Regularly read your Bible with purpose, recording your 
thoughts and questions, as you get to know God better.

observe
Dig deeper into the passage and analyze the context, 
grammar, literary techniques, and historical setting  

to discover the author’s intended meaning.

interpret
Use the Bible to interpret the Bible! Use sound principles 
of interpretation, check cross references, and consult an 

expert to discern the biblical principle of the text.

apply
Discover how God wants you to respond to the passage  

using life application questions and considering the action 
step you can take. Ask: What should I think?  

What should I be? What should I do?
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