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Our Vision for this Book
A God-centered, discipleship-oriented, theologically-grounded,
family-engaging children’s storybook Bible
written by Sally Michael and illustrated by Fred Apps.
Truth78 is excited to announce a new resource being written by Sally Michael. Its title,
More Than a Story is born out of the strong conviction that children need,

…[to become] acquainted with the sacred writings, which are
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work.—2 Timothy 3:15-17
Acquainting children with the Scriptures with this aim in mind means that the Bible
must be approached and taught as something “more than a story.” It is “God-breathed,”
and is therefore authoritative, holy, inerrant, and all-powerful. It is the only Word that
can make our children wise for salvation in Christ. Yes, there is an overarching
redemptive storyline in the Bible, but there are also essential doctrines and moral
instruction that must be seen and understood within the stories. Furthermore, the
Bible’s other literary genres must be explored.
In More Than a Story, Sally takes children on a chronological journey through the Bible
from Genesis to Revelation. There is story-telling involved, but more than that, she
carefully helps children comprehend the essence of the whole counsel of God—the
most important truths that the Bible communicates, which are necessary for
salvation and a life of Christian faithfulness.
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19: God Hears the Groaning of His People
(Birth of Moses—Exodus 1:1-2:10)

He remembers his covenant forever, the word that he
commanded, for a thousand generations,—Psalm 105:8

G

od blessed the Hebrews in Egypt. The Bible says, they multiplied and grew
exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them. For years, the Hebrews
worked, gave birth to new children, became grandparents, and grew in number in
Egypt.
Almost 200 years had passed since Joseph had died. There was a new Pharaoh in
Egypt, and he did not know Joseph. All the good that Joseph had done for Egypt
was long ago. Pharaoh was concerned because the Hebrews were stronger than
the Egyptians…and there were so many of them. He had to do something about the
Hebrews!
And he said to his people, “Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too mighty
for us. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out,
they join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” (Exodus 1:9-10)
Do you know what it means to “deal shrewdly”? It means the Egyptians needed to
figure out a plan to keep the Hebrews from growing stronger. So, the Egyptians put
men called overseers in charge of the Hebrews. The overseers treated the Hebrews
badly and made them work very hard building cities for Pharaoh. The Hebrews
became slaves with no rights.
But the plan wasn’t really the Egyptian’s plan or Pharaoh’s plan. It was God’s plan. Do
you remember what Joseph said when he was going to die? He promised that God would
take care of the Hebrews and bring them out of Egypt to the land He promised to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God always keeps His promises. He was keeping this
promise in Egypt…even though it didn’t look like it. He was keeping it because God is
faithful.
Guess what God did? The more the Hebrews were treated badly, the more they grew in
number! There were more and more Hebrews! The Egyptians not only hated the
Hebrews, but they became very afraid of them. So they made the Hebrews work even
harder making bricks and working in the fields. But their plan to make the Hebrews
weaker did not work.

So Pharaoh came up with another plan. Or at least he thought he did. He was only
following God’s plan to keep His promise, but Pharaoh didn’t know it! He told the
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Hebrew midwives (women who help when a woman is having a baby) that when a
baby boy was born to a Hebrew woman, they should kill the baby boy. They could let
the girls live, but they must kill all the boys. Do you think the Hebrew midwives would do
this?
The Hebrew midwives would not kill the babies because they knew the one true God,
and they knew killing babies would be wrong. God was pleased that the midwives
disobeyed Pharaoh and let the baby boys live. God was good to the midwives, giving
them many children of their own.
Well, if the Hebrew midwives would not kill the babies, who would? Maybe the
Egyptians would. Pharaoh gave an order to the Egyptians to throw every Hebrew baby
boy that was born into the Nile river to drown, but they could let the girls live. What
would the Hebrews do now? Would all the baby boys be thrown in the river to die?
Did God know what was happening? God always knows what is happening…and His
plans never fail.
The Bible says that a man “from the house of Levi”...Wait…“from the house of Levi”?
What does that mean? Do you remember how many sons Jacob had? Jacob had 12 sons.
One of those 12 sons was named Levi, and all the people born from him—his sons, his
grandsons, and his great-grandsons…all the people born from Levi were “from the
house of Levi”—or you could say, they were Levites. Anyway, a man from the house
of Levi married a woman from the house of Levi, and God gave them a baby…a baby
BOY. What would happen to the baby boy? Would the Egyptians drown him?

God had a plan for this baby boy and for the
people of Israel, and whatever God plans, He
does. The baby’s mother hid the baby boy so
the Egyptians would not throw him into the
river. Do you think it would be hard to hide a
baby? Why would it be hard? Babies are not
quiet! And the bigger they get, the stronger—
and LOUDER they get! So, the mother could
not hide this baby for very long. What could
she do?
God knew just what to do. God knows
everything. God gave the mother the idea
to make a basket—a basket that would float
and would keep the water out. She would put
the baby in the basket, and put the basket in
the reed plants at the edge of the river. What
would happen to the baby? The baby’s sister
stayed to watch what would happen.
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Well, God, who knows everything, and can do anything, had a wonderful plan. God
sent an Egyptian lady to the river at just the right time, at just the right spot, and she
found the basket. When she opened the basket, she found…the baby boy! Who do you
think sent her there to find the baby? The Egyptian lady knew it was a Hebrew baby. God
had led her there and made her feel kindness toward the baby.
The baby’s sister knew that the lady would not be able to nurse or feed the baby. So the
baby’s sister asked if the Egyptian lady wanted her to find a Hebrew woman to care
for the baby. Well, she did. And guess who the sister got to take care of the baby? The
baby’s mother! So, the baby’s mother was able to take care of her own baby boy. And
the Egyptian lady even paid her to do it! Aren’t God’s plans wonderful?!
But the story gets even better. Guess who the Egyptian lady was? She was the
daughter of Pharaoh! And after the baby grew a little, the baby’s mother brought him
to Pharaoh’s daughter to live in the palace and become her adopted son. The baby boy
would be safe in the palace. Pharaoh would not hurt his own adopted grandson. So, the
daughter of Pharaoh named the baby Moses, and he grew up as a prince of Egypt.
But this is just the beginning of God’s plan to free the Hebrews and bring them to their
own land as He promised. The story gets even better…!

Making You Wise For Salvation
What does this story tell us about God?
• Talk about the theological statements (identified with bold
text). Make them personal and apply them to what is going
on in your family, church, community, or the world today.
• Share with your child one of God’s good plans in your
own life.
• Talk about this verse, explaining any unfamiliar words:
Psalm 105:8—He remembers his covenant forever, the word
that he commanded, for a thousand generations,
• What are some promises God makes to His people today?
Pray: Thank God for who He is.
Think About: God had a special plan for Moses. God has a plan
for everyone. That means God has a plan for you, too.
Apply: What should I think? Be? Do?

7

54: God Has Mercy On Nineveh

(Jonah)

”…you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding
in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster.” —Jonah 4:2b
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o you know what “opposite” means? Opposite means “completely different in some way.”
For example, what is completely different from “up”? What is completely different from “cold”?

Well the story of the book of Jonah is a true story of opposites. The country of Assyria was an
enemy of Israel and Judah. Many times, Assyria fought against God's people and won. There was
a very important city in Assyria called Nineveh, and the people of Nineveh were very wicked.
They did not honor God, but disobeyed His commands. God knew about the wicked people of
Nineveh. They deserved to be destroyed. But God wanted to do just the opposite. God wanted to
save the people of Nineveh. What does this tell you about God?
God’s plan was to send a prophet of Israel to preach to the people of Nineveh so they might turn
away from their sin and not be destroyed. So God told the prophet, Jonah, to go to Nineveh. But
Jonah was angry. He did not want to preach to the enemies of Israel. He did not want them to
repent and be saved. He did not want to obey God and show kindness to them. So, Jonah did just
the opposite of what God told him to do. He ran away. Instead of obeying God, Jonah disobeyed.
He got on a boat going the wrong way—a boat going away from Nineveh, not to Nineveh.
But God will do what He plans, even when His people are disobedient. No one can stop the
purposes of God. Jonah thought he could run away from God on that boat going the wrong way,
but God is everywhere all the time. God sent a big storm on the sea—such a bad storm that it
looked like the boat would break apart. All the sailors who worked on the boat were crying out to
their false gods who could not help them. But Jonah, the prophet who knew the One True God
who could help them, was not crying out to the God of Israel. Jonah was asleep!
The sailors found out from Jonah that the storm would only stop if they threw him into the sea.
They did not want to do that, even though they knew Jonah was trying to run away from God. So
they rowed even harder to get back to the land. But the storm got even worse! Finally, the sailors
threw Jonah into the sea, and God suddenly stopped the storm. Then the sailors knew that the
God of Israel is the One True God.
What would happen to Jonah? Would he drown? God
knew about Jonah in the water. And God had mercy on
sinful Jonah. God wanted to save Jonah, so He “appointed”
a big fish to swallow Jonah. “Appointed” means that God
chose a fish do what He wanted. He gave the fish a job. His
job was to save Jonah. God sent the fish to just the right
spot and made that fish swallow Jonah. God kept Jonah
alive in the belly of that big fish for three days and three
nights— long enough that Jonah would repent of his sin
and ask God to forgive him for doing the opposite of what
God told him to do. God helped Jonah to understand that,
Salvation belongs to the LORD! God is in charge. He can save whomever He wants. God is the One
who would decide if the people of Nineveh would be saved, not Jonah. God would show mercy to
whomever He wanted—even to the wicked Assyrians.

“Salvation
belongs
to the Lord!”
—Jonah 2:9b
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Then God spoke to the fish, and the fish spit Jonah out—not in the middle of the sea, but right
onto the land. God gave Jonah another chance to obey His Word. He again told Jonah to go to
Nineveh to tell the people to turn away from their sin and turn to the one true God. This time
Jonah did not do the opposite. He went to Nineveh just as God told him.

Jonah preached in Nineveh. His message was very simple—“In forty days, Nineveh will be
destroyed.” And the people of Nineveh believed God. The king gave an order to his people to give
up eating, to call out mightily to God, and to turn away from their wickedness. When God saw
that the people turned away from their sin and their evil ways, God did not destroy Nineveh.
God sent Jonah to Nineveh to warn the people because God is merciful. God does the opposite
of man…He loves His enemies and offers to save them. Salvation belongs to the LORD! God saves
whomever He wants.
Do you think Jonah was happy that God saved the people of Nineveh instead of destroying
them? Jonah should have been happy that God is merciful, but He was just the opposite! He
wasn’t happy; he was sad. And he was mad! He said to God, “I knew this would happen! That is
why I ran away. I knew You would save the people of Nineveh
“…for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
and relenting from disaster.” (Jonah 4:2b)
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“It is better for me to die than to live. I am so upset that I want you to make me die!” Jonah was
very angry, exceedingly angry.
Was it a good thing for Jonah to be angry? Not at all, but it was a very a good thing for Jonah that
God is kind, merciful, slow to anger, and loves faithfully. God was patient with Jonah just like He
was patient with Nineveh, and He did something to help Jonah to understand His mercy to
undeserving sinners, like the people of Nineveh and like Jonah.
Maybe Jonah thought his anger would make God change His mind about showing mercy to
Nineveh. Maybe God would destroy Nineveh after all. He sat outside the city in the hot sun to
watch what would happen to Nineveh. God was merciful to Jonah, and He appointed a plant—
He chose it to do a job. God appointed the plant to grow up next to Jonah to give him some shade
from the hot sun. Jonah was very glad about that plant.
But the next day, God appointed a worm.
He gave the worm the job to chew
on the plant to make it weak and
fall over. But that wasn’t all that God
did. He appointed a very hot wind
to blow on Jonah. The hot sun and
the hot wind made Jonah feel very
dizzy and sick. Why did God do
this? Again, Jonah was angry and
said that it was better for him to die
than to live.

God wanted to teach Jonah His ways. God wanted to show mercy to Nineveh. But Jonah
wanted the opposite. Jonah wanted God to destroy the people of Nineveh. He wanted God to
show mercy to him and to his plant, but not to the people of Nineveh. Jonah didn’t even make
the plant. It wasn’t even his plant, but he felt sorry for the plant. But God had made every single
person in Nineveh. God had compassion or kindness toward the people He had made. He
showed mercy to a whole city of many people. God saved them because He is a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster.
Do you love that God is merciful? Do you want to be like God, or like Jonah? How can you show
mercy to others?

Making You Wise For Salvation
What does this story tell us about God?
• Talk about the theological statements (identified with
bold text). Make them personal and apply them to what
is going on in your family, church, community, or the
world today.
• Share with your child a time when God showed you
mercy.
• Talk about this verse, explaining any unfamiliar words:
Jonah 4:2b—“...you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from
disaster.”
• What are some ways that God shows mercy today?
Pray: Thank God for being merciful. Ask Him to be merciful
to you. Pray that unbelievers you know would come to God
in salvation.
Think About: Jonah was not thankful for the mercy that God
gave him, so he could not be happy when someone else got
mercy. Are you happy when God or someone else shows
mercy to someone?
Apply: What should I think? Be? Do?
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91: Jesus and Two Kinds of Blindness

D

(Rich young ruler. Bartimaeus, Zacchaeus—Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:35-19:10)

o you remember that Jesus was on His
way to Jerusalem? Well, on the way,
God had some other work for Jesus to do.
He had three men for Jesus to meet.

“No one can serve two
masters, for either he will
hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted
to one and despise the
other. You cannot serve
God and money.”
—Matthew 6:24

A rich young man came up to Jesus to ask
Him a question. Do you know what he
called Jesus? Good teacher. “Good Teacher,
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He
wanted to know what he had to do to go to
heaven. But there were some things wrong
with his thinking. So Jesus needed to correct
his thinking. “Why do you call me good? No
one is good except God alone.” Jesus said that only God is truly good. Did the young
man believe that Jesus is God? No. He simply said words without thinking about
them. He didn’t understand that to be truly “good,” a person has to be without sin
and keep God’s law perfectly.

Then Jesus reminded the rich young man about the Ten Commandments. Do you
remember the Ten Commandments? Can you tell me some of them? Some of the
commandments are: do not murder, do not steal, do not tell lies about others, and
honor your father and your mother.
Do you know what that foolish young man said to Jesus? “Teacher, I have obeyed
all the commandments, ever since I was little.” Do you think he really kept all the
commandments all his life? No, he really didn’t think rightly about his own life. He
was blind to his own sin. His eyes worked fine, but he was spiritually blind. He did
not see when he disobeyed God’s law in his heart. He thought he was truly good,
even though Jesus had told him that only God is truly good.
Jesus is God. And God knows everything. Jesus knew all about this young man’s
heart and what he loved most of all. He knew how the young man broke the
commandments. Jesus loved the rich young man and knew he needed to see
the truth about his heart and about his sin. And Jesus truly is a good teacher. So
Jesus said to the young man, “You need to do one more thing. You need to sell
everything you have and give it to the poor. Then your real treasure will be in
heaven. And then come and follow me.” Jesus knew that the young man did not
love God most of all. God was not his treasure. Money was his treasure. He loved
money more than he loved God. The young man thought he was good and kept
all the commandments, but Jesus showed him that he was breaking the very first
commandment (and many others, too). Do you remember the first commandment? It
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says, “You shall have no other gods before me.”
Do you know what the young man did next?
He went away sad. He did not want to give up
all his money and things. He could not make
himself love God most of all. He could not do
what was needed to have eternal life.
Jesus looked at His disciples and said, “How
difficult it will be for those who have wealth to
enter the kingdom of God!...It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a
rich person to enter the kingdom of God!” Easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle?!
Do you think a camel could go through the eye
of a needle? The disciples were surprised by
what Jesus said and asked Him, “Then who can be saved?” How can anyone get to
heaven? Just as it is impossible for a camel to go through the hole of a needle, it is
impossible for anyone to get to heaven by himself.
Jesus had good news for this most awful problem. “With man it is impossible, but
not with God. For all things are possible with God.” Man cannot do anything to get
to heaven. He cannot keep the commandments perfectly. He cannot obey all the
commandments all the time. He cannot even obey the first commandment to love
God most of all. It is impossible for man. But God has made a way for sinners to
have eternal life. It is not by anything man can do, but by what God does. God can
change the heart of any sinful man. God can make a man treasure Him most of
all. God can help a man trust in Him instead of in money. God can give a man faith
to believe that Jesus is the Son of God and not just a good teacher. God can make a
man who is blind to his sin see that he is not truly good.
And God can give sinful men real treasure in heaven. Jesus told the disciples that
whoever leaves a house or family to follow Him will have a great treasure in
heaven—a treasure that is 10 times more than what he had before!
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus met another blind man and another rich man.
This blind man was physically blind—he could not see. The blind man was named
Bartimaeus. He was sitting by the side of the road yelling to Jesus, "Son of David,
have mercy on me." Do you remember why Jesus is called Son of David? It is because
Jesus was born into David's family. Bartimaeus knew Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of David, the Son of God. The crowd around Jesus wanted Bartimaeus to be
quiet, but Jesus called Bartimaeus to Him and said, "Your faith has made you well."
Bartimaeus may have had blind eyes, but He was not spiritually blind like the rich
young ruler. He saw and had faith in who Jesus truly is.
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The other rich man Jesus met was named Zacchaeus. He was in a crowd of people
waiting for Jesus to walk by, and he was a tax collector. Do you remember what a
tax collector was, and why many of them were rich? A tax collector collected taxes
for the government. They were usually rich because they told the people that
they had to pay more money than they really had to pay. Then they took the extra
money and kept it for themselves.
Well, this tax collector was shorter than most men, so he had a hard time seeing
over the crowd of people. You know what it is like to be too short to see, don’t you?
So Zacchaeus ran ahead of the crowd and ahead of Jesus and climbed up into a
tree so that he could see Jesus when Jesus passed by. But Jesus didn’t pass by. He

stopped. And He looked up into the tree. And Jesus called Zacchaeus by name.
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” Jesus did
not turn away from tax collectors like other people did. Jesus wanted to stay at
Zacchaeus’ house! The crowd grumbled against Jesus because Jesus wanted to go
to the house of a sinner. They were blind to their own sin just like the rich young
man was blind to his own sin. They were all sinners, not just Zacchaeus!
Zacchaeus did not go away sad like the rich young ruler. He hurried down from
the tree and joyfully greeted Jesus! He told Jesus, “Half of what I have, I want to
give to poor people. And anyone I took too much money from, I want to give him
back four times as much money as I took.” Zacchaeus was not blind to his sin—he
saw his sin and wanted to turn away from it! He repented of his sin.
God had given Zacchaeus faith in Jesus. Jesus had given Zacchaeus a heart to
love Him more than he loved money. What was impossible for Zacchaeus to do,
God did for him! And Jesus said, “Today salvation has come to this house.” Zacchaeus

was a true son of Abraham by faith. Zacchaeus was saved from his sins. His heart
was changed because Jesus, the Son of Man, the Son of David, the Son of God,
the Messiah, came to seek and to save the lost. Jesus came to save lost sinners like
Zacchaeus.
Do you see your sin? Do you love God more than anything else?

That You Might Believe
What does this story tell us about God?
• Talk about the theological statements (identified with bold
text). Make them personal and apply them to what is going
on in your family, church, community, or the world today.
• Share with your child how God opened your eyes to your sin
and your need of Him.
• Talk about this verse, explaining any unfamiliar words:
Matthew 6:24—“No one can serve two masters, for either he
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”
• Who are some lost people you know?
Pray: Thank Jesus that He came to save sinners. Ask Him to
save lost people you know.
Think About: Everyone is either storing up treasures on earth
or treasures in heaven. Identify some treasure you can store
up in heaven. Identify some treasure you can store up on earth.
Where are you storing up treasures?
Apply: What should I think? Be? Do?
Memorize: Matthew 6:24a—“No one can serve two masters,”
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What will be distinctive about this book?
• Approximately 150 chronologically-arranged chapters highlighting the key
stories, events, people, themes, and literary genres of the Bible.
• An interactive writing style that invites both children and their parents to
participate with content.
• A continuous and robust focus on the greatness and worth of the Triune God.
• The liberal use of the actual text of Scripture.
• A child-friendly, yet accurate explanation of Scripture, emphasizing essential
doctrines of the Christian faith.
• A serious and grave portrayal of man’s sin and his desperate need for a Savior.
• A carefully woven storyline that slowly but surely reveals the progressive,
historical, redemptive nature of Scripture, which culminates in the person and
work of Christ.
• An explanation of the essence of the Christian life—living as a Spirit-dependent,
faithful disciple of Jesus for the glory of God, unto the promise of eternal life.
Needless to say, this is an ambitious endeavor. It involves much more than creative
storytelling for children. We would love for you to join us in making this project
happen in a timely manner and with excellence.

Please Pray for this Project
• For this book to be a means for the next generation to know and honor Jesus as
their eternal treasure.
• For fruitfulness in the remaining writing and editing.
• For creativity and a productive pace for the hundreds of illustrations needed.
• For translation opportunities so that children and youth can learn the stories in
their native tongue.
• For God’s provision to cover the cost of production.
• For the Lord to multiply praying and giving partners, so that millions around
the world would experience a rich harvest.
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