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The Bible...God's Word...a divine book...written by ordinary people
for ordinary people...completely reliable in all its parts...the written
revelation of God's character and work...sharper than a two-edged
sword...able to lead men to salvation.
The Bible is all of this and more.
Profoundly simple...and amazingly complex.
Understood by children...yet confounding scholars.
Without the work of the Holy Spirit in the mind and heart of the
reader, the Bible is an interesting story, a beautiful passage, a list
of theological truths, a fairytale of the future. To truly understand,
treasure, and live according to the Bible, a person first has to be
saved. The indwelling Holy Spirit then opens blind eyes and fills
empty hearts with the glorious presence of God and the truth of His
Word. So our first prayer in approaching Bible study should be:
Open my eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of your law.–Psalm 119:18
Open My Eyes has been written to teach careful observation
tools and sound interpretative principles It also provides pointed
application suggestions so the Word of God might be understood as
the biblical authors intended, and practiced in everyday life.
Such careful study of the Scriptures is the way in which the Holy
Spirit grants us insight into His Word (2 Timothy 2:7). Though the Word of God is beautifully enjoyed in its simplicity,
it also contains a depth of understanding for those who carefully mine the treasures there.
The curriculum begins with lessons on the authority, clarity, necessity, and sufficiency of the Bible and the need to
study the Bible and understand God's plan of redemption. It ends with five lessons aimed at the heart of the students,
with the challenge not to presume upon the patience of God, but to respond to Him in faith. The lessons in between
have two focuses:
1. Understanding the different genres of biblical literature.
2. Understanding inductive Bible study processes and practicing observation, interpretation, and application skills.
Open My Eyes is not intended to be an exhaustive study of inductive methods, but rather an introduction to them,
with the hope that it will start students on a lifetime journey of Bible study.
Bible study is hard work.
Treasures are not for the fainthearted. But prayer, careful reading, and meditation combined with good Bible study
skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need
to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.–2 Timothy 2:15
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A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Page 1

Deﬁne metaphor:

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Our Mission
Children Desiring God exists to spread a passion
for the supremacy of God in all things so that the
next generation may know and cherish Jesus
Christ as the only One who saves and satisfies the
desires of the heart.
We want millions in every generation to set
their hope in God. To that end, we aim to fuel
spiritual desire by producing God-centered,
Bible-saturated, Christ-exalting resources, and
by equipping parents and churches to work in
partnership to instruct the mind, engage the
heart, and nurture the faith of the next generation.

Our Distinctions
God-Centeredness

The most important question we can ask of Scripture is, "What does this
say about our great God?"

Depth

We want to fill students with truth that will make them steadfast,
immovable, and always abounding. Thus, the Bible must be taught in
depth with accuracy, yet in an age-appropriate and interesting manner.

Application

Teaching falls short if it simply feeds words through students' minds. Truth
must be understood and applied. Concrete illustrations and interaction
with Scripture help students connect the known to the unknown.

Theology

The truth that our all-powerful, all-loving, Triune God sovereignly
orchestrates all things to serve His glory and His good purpose is central
to the teaching of each curriculum.

Partnership with Parents

Because parents, not churches, have the primary responsibility before
God for the spiritual nurture of their children, the curricula are structured
to help churches "walk alongside" parents, enabling and equipping them
in this God-given role.
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A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
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Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes
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Scope & Sequence

Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Scope &
Sequence

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

The Scope &
Sequence provides
an overview of the
curriculum, including
lesson titles, main ideas,
memory verses, and
a short description of
each lesson. Short and
expanded versions of
the Scope & Sequence
are also available as
PDF downloads at
childrendesiringGod.org

•

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders
what youth are learning
at each grade level.
• Help teachers and small
group leaders understand
the flow of the curriculum in
order to teach the material
more effectively.

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.
The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

• Share the scope and
sequence with parents to give
them an overview of the year,
and to help them assist their
son or daughter with review.
It can also help parents know
how to specifically pray for
their children.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.
God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.
Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15
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A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Scope &
Sequence

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence

G rade r anGe: 9 th -12 th

Lesson 4: I Will Meditate: Studying the Bible
Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 2:15
Both studying the Bible through the help of the Holy Spirit and meditating on memorized verses
are crucial to understanding the truths of the Bible.

The Scope &
Sequence provides
an overview of the
curriculum, including
lesson titles, main ideas,
memory verses, and
a short description of
each lesson. Short and
expanded versions of
the Scope & Sequence
are also available as
PDF downloads at
childrendesiringGod.org

A haphazard approach to reading the Bible often results in overlooking large portions of the Bible and missing its
overall structure. But, a plan or system for Bible reading and study can help one to avoid these pitfalls. However, a
plan is not a sufficient guide to understanding the truths of the Bible. Understanding is the result of a combination
of a redeemed heart, diligent study, and dependency on the Holy Spirit. Only then can we truly discern the author’s
intended meaning of a passage and glean the spiritual truths that encourage us to grow. Meditation on the Word
through Scripture memory is a further means of growth.

Lesson 5: These Are Written: Overview of God's Redemptive Plan
Memory Verse: John 20:31
Understanding the connections between the Old and New Testaments and the continuous
plan of God reveals Jesus, the central focus of the Bible.
What is the relationship between the Old Testament and the New Testament? What over arching structure ties
them together? What is the central message of the Bible? These are some of the questions answered in this lesson.
Students will discover that the Old Testament informs the New Testament; the New Testament interprets the Old
Testament. The Bible is one continuous, interconnected story with a central message as God’s plan and purposes
progressively unfold. Ultimately, the whole Bible is about Jesus. It was written that we might believe that Jesus is
the Son of God and receive life in His name.

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders
what youth are learning
at each grade level.

Lesson 6: Observe: Questions
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:24
Prayer and careful observation of the text through asking questions are critical to good Bible study.

• Help teachers and small
group leaders understand
the flow of the curriculum in
order to teach the material
more effectively.

Although the first step to good Bible reading and study is prayer, God has also given us “techniques” to use that are
helpful in understanding the Bible. One such technique is careful observation of the text, including developing the skill of
asking questions of the text. To do such, requires us to be purposeful and active when approaching a Bible text.

Lesson 7: Observe: Historical Context
Knowing the historical context is important in understanding a text.

• Share the scope and
sequence with parents to give
them an overview of the year,
and to help them assist their
son or daughter with review.
It can also help parents know
how to specifically pray for
their children.

Memory Verse: Psalm 119:25

In this second lesson regarding observation of the text, students will learn the importance of the historical context in which
the Biblical authors were writing. Understanding the author’s situation, the historical setting of the book, and the customs
of the time can be a key to understanding a passage. Students will be taught to look for the context within the biblical book,
as well as in outside resources.

Lesson 8: Observe: Immediate Literary Context (Part 1)
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:26
Checking the context of a word, verse, or paragraph in the Bible is of critical importance,
because failure to do so can lead to error.
Words are in sentences; sentences are in paragraphs; paragraphs are in chapters; chapters are in books;
books are in the Book. All of these contexts must be examined in order to determine the meaning of a text. The Bible
is easily misunderstood if a word, verse, or paragraph is taken out of context. In this lesson, students will be taught
that “Context is king!”

Lesson 9: Observe: Immediate Literary Context (Part 2)
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:27
To correctly interpret a Bible passage, the author's intended meaning must be understood
through exploring the context.
Continuing the teaching of the previous lesson, this lesson instructs students to understand the author’s purpose in writing
in order to understand the meaning of a verse. A warning is also taught: Christians can be deceived in their understanding
of the Word if they do not carefully study the Bible.
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•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Scope &
Sequence

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence

G rade r anGe: 9 th -12 th

Lesson 10: In the Beginning: Old Testament Narratives
Memory Verses: Psalm 77:11-12
Bible narratives reveal God's character, His purposes, and His involvement with man,
and have been written for our instruction.

The Scope &
Sequence provides
an overview of the
curriculum, including
lesson titles, main ideas,
memory verses, and
a short description of
each lesson. Short and
expanded versions of
the Scope & Sequence
are also available as
PDF downloads at
childrendesiringGod.org

The narratives of the Bible show us that God is a living God, who is involved in the lives of His people daily.
History is HIS story and reflects God’s character and purposes. To reduce the Old Testament stories to moral lessons
or to allegorize them without warrant is to err in reading the Bible. In this lesson, students are taught to read the Bible
within the context of creation, sin, redemption and the return of Christ.

Lesson 11: Observe: Grammar (Part 1)
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:28
Studying the grammar in a Bible passage is an aid to better understanding the text
and knowing God.
In this lesson, students will learn that grammar is not just for English class, but is a means to better understanding
the Bible. Identifying nouns, pronouns, verbs, and adjectives is a tool we can employ to pursue truth, and to know
God so that we may worship Him.

Lesson 12: Observe: Grammar (Part 2)
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:29
Studying the grammar in a Bible passage is an aid to better understanding the text
and knowing God.

USAGE TIPS:

This lesson continues where the previous lesson leaves off. Students will add more parts of speech in marking
up a passage to determine the meaning of the text. By the end of this lesson, students should come to the
conclusion that “grammar matters!”

• Explain to church leaders
what youth are learning
at each grade level.

Lesson 13: Hear, O Israel: The Law
Memory Verses: Deuteronomy 10:12-13
The Law was a binding covenant between God and His people,
which reveals His character and His will.

• Help teachers and small
group leaders understand
the flow of the curriculum in
order to teach the material
more effectively.

Students are taught in this lesson that the Law has implications for us today. Although the ceremonial and civil law
do not directly apply to us today, the moral law and the principles behind the Law still have application to us.
God’s Law is a reflection of His character and His will, and contains a description of the means by which God could
pardon sin. Applying the rule that “Context is king!,” students learn that the Law cannot be separated from its
historical and theological context.

• Share the scope and
sequence with parents to give
them an overview of the year,
and to help them assist their
son or daughter with review.
It can also help parents know
how to specifically pray for
their children.

Lesson 14: Observe: Literary Techniques
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:30
Identifying the literary techniques of repetition, listing, and rhetorical questions in a passage
helps us discern its meaning.
Biblical writers employed literary techniques deliberately in order to communicate the truth more clearly and add strength
to their words. In this lesson students will explore the use of repetition to establish a theme, lists to group thoughts or
show progression, and rhetorical questions to add emphasis.

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:31
Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts,
but it must be handled carefully.
This is the first of a two-part lesson on figurative language. Bible writers used both literal and figurative language to
communicate their message. They used figurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response. This lesson focuses on similes, metaphors,
personification, anthropomorphism, and hyperbole.
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Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :
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A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Scope &
Sequence

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence

G rade r anGe: 9 th -12 th

Lesson 16: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 2)
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:32
Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts,
but it must be handled carefully.

The Scope &
Sequence provides
an overview of the
curriculum, including
lesson titles, main ideas,
memory verses, and
a short description of
each lesson. Short and
expanded versions of
the Scope & Sequence
are also available as
PDF downloads at
childrendesiringGod.org

This lesson continues the instruction on figurative language introduced in the previous lesson with further practice.
Students will also learn that specific rules regarding figurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.

Lesson 17: LORD, Our LORD: Biblical Poetry
Memory Verse: Exodus 15:2
The Bible uses poetry to engage the heart because man was created not just to know God,
but to love Him as well.
Students look at the account of the crossing of the Red Sea in the historical narrative of Exodus 14:26-31
and in the poetic form of Exodus 15:1-6 in order to understand the power of poetry to stir the heart. In addition to
identifying the previously studied figurative language forms, they will also learn about parallelism in Hebrew poetry.
The different kinds of Psalms are also explored.

Lesson 18: Seek Wisdom: Wisdom Books
Memory Verse: Proverbs 3:7
In the wisdom books, the Bible reveals true wisdom through statements of general truth,
and through the overall themes of the book.
This lesson explores the genre of wisdom books. Students discover the meaning of wisdom in Proverbs and are given
tools for understanding the proverbs. Emphasizing the need to put wisdom passages in the context of the whole book,
students chart the beginning, conflict, climax, and resolution of the book of Job.

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders
what youth are learning
at each grade level.

Lesson 19: Observe: Classification and Clauses
Classifying statements can encourage application.

• Help teachers and small
group leaders understand
the flow of the curriculum in
order to teach the material
more effectively.

Memory Verses: Psalm 119:33

In this lesson, students are taught to identify independent and dependent clauses and the benefit of identifying clauses in
interpreting scripture. Classifying statements in Scripture is also discussed.

Lesson 20: Observe: Connections
Memory Verses: Psalm 119:34
Discovering the connections between thoughts can unlock the meaning of a text.

• Share the scope and
sequence with parents to give
them an overview of the year,
and to help them assist their
son or daughter with review.
It can also help parents know
how to specifically pray for
their children.

In this lesson, students learn to identify connecting words in order to discover the connections between thoughts
in a passage.

Lesson 21: Observe: Logical Connections
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:35
To correctly understand a passage, it is important to observe the connections,
check the context, and follow the author's flow of thought.
Continuing the teaching on understanding connections between thoughts in a passage, students are given tools
to follow the author’s flow of thought.

Lesson 22: Thus Says the Lord: Prophecy—Forthtelling
Memory Verse: Micah 7:18
In the context of the immediate present, distant future, and far distant future,
the prophets denounced sin and preached repentance, while always revealing a message of hope.
The prophets were messengers of God forthtelling His message of repentance. Their oracles pronounce God’s judgment
on Israel and Judah, but also contain a message of hope. Students are taught how to understand the prophetic message
through the prophets’ lens of the immediate, the distant, and the far distant.
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Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
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Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Scope &
Sequence

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence

G rade r anGe: 9 th -12 th

Lesson 23: The End Shall Come: Prophecy—Foretelling
Memory Verse: Revelation 3:5
Through apocalyptic literature reveals future events, it should be read looking for main ideas
and the revelation of Jesus.

The Scope &
Sequence provides
an overview of the
curriculum, including
lesson titles, main ideas,
memory verses, and
a short description of
each lesson. Short and
expanded versions of
the Scope & Sequence
are also available as
PDF downloads at
childrendesiringGod.org

Apocalyptic literature contains both literal and symbolic language. The imagery, dreams, and visions that appear
in apocalyptic literature make it hard to understand. Students are instructed to be tentative in assigning meaning
to symbols that are not explained and to focus on main ideas rather than a chronology of end-times events.
Most importantly, students are urged to seek Jesus in reading the book of Revelation.

Lesson 24: Broader Literary and Theological Context
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:36
A passage must be understood in the broader contexts of its chapter and book,
of the whole Bible, and of man's fallen condition and redemption.
This lesson focuses on understanding Scripture in its broad context, as well as its immediate context. This skill is
taught by looking at the books of Habakkuk and Jonah, and by understanding how to read a text in light of Luke’s
words about Jesus in Luke 24:27—And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning himself.

Lesson 25: Observe: Structure
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:37
To understand the author's intent and flow of thought, it is important to observe
the structure of the text.

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders
what youth are learning
at each grade level.

Students are taught in this lesson to discover the structure of a passage by reading it several times, looking for
transition markers to break the text into passages, and assigning a title to each passage. Instruction is given on how to
find the main point of a passage.

• Help teachers and small
group leaders understand
the flow of the curriculum in
order to teach the material
more effectively.

Lesson 26: Observe: Flow of Thought (Mapping)
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:38
To correctly understand a passage, it is important to observe the connections,
check the context, and follow the author's flow of thought.
In this lesson, students are taught to discover the flow of thought in a passage through the use of mapping and
then given the opportunity to practice this skill.

• Share the scope and
sequence with parents to give
them an overview of the year,
and to help them assist their
son or daughter with review.
It can also help parents know
how to specifically pray for
their children.

Lesson 27: Observe: Flow of Thought (Outlining)
Memory Verses: Psalm 119:39-40
Outlining is a useful tool for understanding the author's flow of thought.
In this lesson, students are taught to discover the flow of thought in a passage through the making an outline, and then
given the opportunity to practice this skill.

Lesson 28: The Word Became Flesh: The Gospels
Memory Verse: Mark 5:19b
The gospels reveal the person and redemptive work of Jesus through the point of view
of each individual human author.
The gospels record the life of Jesus. However they are not biographies, nor strictly chronological accounts of the life
of Christ. They are God’s message to His people given through the gospel writers to tell the good news of redemption
through His Son. The stories of Jesus and the record of his teaching are often arranged topically to present to us
who Jesus is and what He has done for us. In this lesson, students will explore the similarities and differences
between the gospels to discover the individual author’s audience and purpose. In the process, students will
glean understanding on how to interpret the gospels.
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Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.
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Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Scope &
Sequence

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence

G rade r anGe: 9 th -12 th

Lesson 29: And He Told Them a Parable: Parables
Parables reveal one main spiritual truth to believers through the use of
examples in the physical world.

The Scope &
Sequence provides
an overview of the
curriculum, including
lesson titles, main ideas,
memory verses, and
a short description of
each lesson. Short and
expanded versions of
the Scope & Sequence
are also available as
PDF downloads at
childrendesiringGod.org

Memory Verse: Luke 8:10

This lesson explains Jesus’ use of parables and teaches students how to read a parable to interpret its meaning.

Lesson 30: Grace Be With You: Letters
Memory Verses: Jude 1:20-21
The letters must be understood within their historical and literary context,
and in combination with the rest of the Bible.
The letter format of greeting, body, and farewell is explained in this lesson, as well as specific instruction on how to
determine the author’s meaning and purpose in writing his letter.

Lesson 31: Interpret: Principles for Interpretation (Part 1)
The Bible is rightly understood through the help of the Holy Spirit,
who works alongside sound interpretive principles.

Memory Verse: Psalm 25:5

The Bible is a spiritual book and must be spiritually understood through the illumination of the Holy Spirit. In addition,
God has given us sound principles of interpretation to help us rightly interpret the Bible and avoid falling into error.
In this lesson, students are taught four keys to interpreting the Bible revealed in Psalm 25:5, as well five interpretation
principles. Opportunity is given to apply these principles of interpretation.

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders
what youth are learning
at each grade level.

Lesson 32: Interpret: Principles for Interpretation (Part 2)
The Bible is rightly understood through the help of the Holy Spirit,
who works alongside sound interpretive principles.

• Help teachers and small
group leaders understand
the flow of the curriculum in
order to teach the material
more effectively.

Memory Verse: Psalm 119:99

Continuing the teaching from the previous lesson, students are taught three more principles of sound interpretation and
given the opportunity to put these principles into practice.

Lesson 33: Interpret: Use the Bible to Interpret the Bible
Scripture is the primary tool for interpreting Scripture.

• Share the scope and
sequence with parents to give
them an overview of the year,
and to help them assist their
son or daughter with review.
It can also help parents know
how to specifically pray for
their children.

Memory Verse: Psalm 119:125

This lesson impresses on students the most important principle of interpretation—to use the Bible to interpret the Bible.
In order to do this, students are given two more principles of interpretation and the opportunity to apply these principles.

Lesson 34: Interpret: Discovering the Principles
Memory Verses: Colossians 1:9-10
Biblical principles are deduced from Scripture and are applicable to all people
in all cultures at all times.
Students are taught in this lesson to find the underlying Biblical principle which is applicable to all people in all cultures
at all times. These principles are gleaned from the text and should be verified by other scriptures. Opportunity is given to
students to discover the principle in several texts.

Lesson 35: Apply and Respond
Memory Verse: James 1:22
Obedience to Scripture requires us to discover personal application to a text
and to act in response to the application.
The inductive Bible study steps of application and making a response are taught in this lesson. Students are shown
two methods of determining a personal application of a text, and then are impressed with the need to be a doer of
the Word and not just a hearer.
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Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Scope &
Sequence

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence

G rade r anGe: 9 th -12 th

Lesson 36: Strive, Lest You Fail to Enter
Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:7b or Hebrews 4:11
The Word of God brings salvation when it is received in faith by those who are
diligently striving to enter God's rest.

The Scope &
Sequence provides
an overview of the
curriculum, including
lesson titles, main ideas,
memory verses, and
a short description of
each lesson. Short and
expanded versions of
the Scope & Sequence
are also available as
PDF downloads at
childrendesiringGod.org

The final five lessons of the curriculum focus on presenting the work of the Word in salvation and presenting a Gospel
message. This lesson shows the effectiveness of the Word of God in penetrating man’s heart and the warning not to
harden your heart. The lesson ends with an explanation of what it means to strive to enter God’s rest. These truths are
learned by employing the inductive Bible study method focusing on finding logical connections, finding the main point,
mapping a passage, and making a flow of thought chart.

Lesson 37: You Must Be Born Again
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:41 or John 3:3b
Saving faith can only come as a result of the work of the Holy Spirit in bringing about new birth.
The lesson opens by discussing the two responses to Jesus recorded by John—acceptance and rejection. The responses
of “many,” Nicodemus, and the scribes and Pharisees are examined. Students are given the opportunity to mark
a passage to discover the meaning of genuine belief.

Lesson 38: Presumption or Repentance?
Memory Verse: Romans 2:4
God mercifully withholds judgement and extends His grace toward men
to give them the opportunity to repent.

USAGE TIPS:

Students put their knowledge of interpreting parables into practice through discerning the meaning of the Parable of the
Barren Fig Tree. In the process, they learn the difference between presumption and repentance, the purpose of God’s
kindness, the consequence of a failure to repent, and the righteousness of God’s judgment.

• Explain to church leaders
what youth are learning
at each grade level.

Lesson 39: Remember Me
Memory Verse: John 6:37
God is at work in the lives of those He effectually calls to bring them to salvation.

• Help teachers and small
group leaders understand
the flow of the curriculum in
order to teach the material
more effectively.

Through looking at various passages, students are acquainted with the process of salvation— election, the Gospel call,
regeneration, conversion (repentance and faith), justification, and adoption. They also not only look at the responses
of the two thieves who were crucified with Jesus, but also the context of this historical narrative. The lesson concludes
with the truth from John 6:37 that Jesus accepts all who come to Him.

• Share the scope and
sequence with parents to give
them an overview of the year,
and to help them assist their
son or daughter with review.
It can also help parents know
how to specifically pray for
their children.

Lesson 40: The Delight of My Heart
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:42 or Jeremiah 15:16
God's words are sweet to those who have a close relationship with Him.
God’s promise of either blessing or curse in Deuteronomy 30:15-18 and the conditions for each are illustrated as fulfilled
in the life of Jeremiah and his fulfilled prophecy concerning Judah’s destruction. Through examining various texts,
students are shown that God keeps His Word and that God’s Word sustains His people in the midst of difficulty and trial.
In the application section, students are asked to examine their heart attitude toward the Word of God.

Please visit www.childrendesiringGod.org to find more information about Open My Eyes, review
curriculum samples, see the entire line of curriculum from Children Desiring God or to place an
order for your church or home.
Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God
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Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar
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Deﬁne metaphor:
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What you need to start

Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

What You Need to Start
Open My Eyes was written to be taught over 40 weeks in a Sunday school or midweek Bible study setting.
The two main compontents of class time are the lesson—1 hour (with several small group discussions
interspersed), and the closing application time—15 minutes. Directions for adapting the curriculum to different
time frames or settings (schools, homeschool, small groups, etc.) are included.
The main teacher or team leader for the class should begin with a Classroom Kit and each student attending the
class will need a Student In-Class Notebook, Student At-Home Journal and Inductive Bible Study Handbook.
Classroom Kit

OPEN
MY
EYES

B

Order one per classroom
(Available in Print or Electronic Formats)

This kit contains the basic tools you need to start teaching.

RESOURCE DVD
Includes Visual Resources, Student In-Class
Notebook Reference Copy, Student At-Home
Journal, Curriculum Logos, and Handouts

Customers choosing the electronic format will download a PDF
file of each resource. Licensing details can be found at www.
childrendesiringGod.org/about/faqs.php.
Each kit contains one copy of the following:

OPEN
MY
EYES

A. Teacher’s Guide
Contains curriculum introduction with teaching instructions, 40
lessons and an appendix with further teacher resources.
Print Format: choose from a 3-ring binder or spiral bound.
B. Resources DVD
Includes Visuals for Electronic display and printable PDFs of
the Visuals Packet, Student At-Home Journal, Handouts,
and the curriculum logo. Reference copies of the Student
In-Class Notebook and The Inductive Bible Study Handbook
are also provided.

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

Print Format: DVD with files to print or display electronically.

by
Sally Michael

© 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc.,
Illustrations Children Desiring God.

OMRDED Rev 7.15

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook
learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Teacher’s
Guide

A

C. Student In-Class Notebook
Reference copy for teachers to help prepare for application time.

E

Print Format: printed in black and white, spiral bound.
D. Student At-Home Journal
Reference copy for teachers to help prepare for application time.
Print Format: printed in black and white, spiral bound.
E. The Inductive Bible Study Handbook
Reference copy for teachers.
Print Format: 60-page booklet, spiral bound

OPEN
MY
EYES

Student In-Class Notebook
Order one per student and small group leader
(available in Print and electronic formats, available
at a discount in Student Kit 1 and Student Kit 2)

B. The notebook contains note-taking sections for the lesson
presentation as well as thought-provoking questions and activities
to complete during small group discussion and application times
to help students reflect and apply God’s Word.

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

M E MORY V E RS E

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

117

Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Page 10

Lesson Sample 2

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
Teacher’s
Guide

Student
At-Home Journal

Visuals
Packet

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

OPEN
MY
EYES

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

D

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence

Open My Eyes

Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

Student In-Class
Notebook

C

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar

Print Format: printed in black and white on 8.5 by 11 inch paper,
spiral bound.

by
Sally Michael

OPEN
MY
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Deﬁne metaphor:
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Additional Resources
Teacher’s Guide
Order one for each additional teacher or
small group leader
(available in Print and electronic formats)

A. The Teacher’s Guide is designed to equip small group leaders and
co-leaders with their own copy of the curriculum to study and pray through
as they prepare to minister to the youth under their care. Contains curriculum
introduction with teaching instructions, 40 lessons and an appendix with
further teacher resources.
Print Format: choose from a 3-ring binder or spiral bound.

OPEN
MY
EYES

OPEN
MY
EYES

Visuals Packet
Order one if you would like printed visuals

B. Visuals help capture and retain student attention during the lesson and
illustrate more complicated concepts. The Visuals Packet contains a full
printed set (158 pages) of the lesson visuals. (The visuals are also available
as PDF files on the Resources DVD in the Classroom Kit, if you prefer to print
them yourself or display electronically.)

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

Print Format: printed in full color on 8.5 by 11 inch heavy cardstock.

Student At-Home Journal

by
Sally Michael

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Student
At-Home Journal

C
Teacher’s
Guide

A

Order one per student and small group leader
(available in Print in Student Kit 2, electronic version included on
Resources DVD)

C. The Student At-Home Journal is a day-by-day means by which students
personally study and apply God’s Word. Activities provide opportunities to
dig into Scripture texts, practice inductive Bible study skills, and encourages
application of biblical truths.

OPEN
MY
EYES

Print Format: printed in black and white on 8.5 by 11 inch paper, spiral bound.

The Inductive Bible Study Handbook

OPEN
MY
EYES

Order one per student, teacher and leader
(available in Print and electronic formats, available at a discount in
Student Kit 1, Student Kit 2, or a set of 10)

E. The handbook is a reference tool that goes through the four steps of
inductive Bible studies in depth. It is used in conjunction with the Student
In-Class Notebook and At-Home Journal.

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

Visuals
Packet

OMVPEP Rev 7.15

These bundles provide discounted ordering options

C/D/E. Student Kit 1

Student In-Class
Notebook

D

Print Format: 60 page booklet.

Resource Bundles

by
Sally Michael

B

1 copy each - Student In-Class Notebook, Student At-Home Journal and
The Inductive Bible Study Handbook

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

D/E. Student Kit 2
1 copy each - Student In-Class Notebook and The Inductive Bible Study Handbook
A. Teacher’s Guide 5-Pack
5 copies - choose from 3-Ring Binder, Spiral Bound or Electronic Download
E. The Inductive Bible Study Handbook 10-Pack
E
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What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Page 11

Teacher’s
Guide
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Lesson Sample 1

Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Teacher’s
Guide

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E M O RY V E R S E

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
MAIN IDEAS

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.

ORDERING TIPS:

> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

An overview of the
lesson is provided for
teachers. Each lesson
is centered on a focus
statement and memory
verse with several
supporting main ideas
and Scripture passages.

V I S UA L S , E T C .

Teachers are provided
with a list of materials
needed for each lesson,
as well as preparation
steps. Most of the visual
material is included
on the DVD, but other
items, such as a Bible
and other common
household objects, need
to be supplied by the
teacher.

Isaiah 55:12
Exodus 20:15
Isaiah 53:6
Psalm 42:1
John 10:9

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack
knife (or substitute one
jackknife
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

>
>
>
>

Pitcher of water
Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
Towel to mop up the water that spills
Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar
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Deﬁne metaphor:
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Teacher’s
Guide

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

Introduction
Illustration
and adjust
adjust the
the
(Display the carving knife and the jackknife, or your substituted items, and
illustration to ﬁt your items.)

2 OBJECTS

? Which of these knives is better? (Explain that both items are useful, but different
situations may require different items, depending on how they will be used. )

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

A plain, simple carving knife is better if you are trying to slice a turkey. But if you are
camping and need a variety of tools, a multi-tool, elaborate jackknife is more useful.
Different situations call for different tools.

Large Group Lesson
Language works the same way—different kinds of language are for different situations,
and we fit our style of wording to the situation or the idea we are trying to convey.
Illustration
(Display the Eagle Poem visual.)

.
ORDERING TIPS:

This poem by Alfred Lord Tennyson is a beautiful, creative way of stating a thought:

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

The Eagle
He clasps the crag with crooked hands;
Close to the sun in lonely lands,
Ringed with the azure world, he stands.
The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;
He watches from his mountain walls,
And like a thunderbolt he falls.1

Teaching instructions are
included in parentheses
throughout each lesson
to give the teacher
ideas on how to interact
with students, convey
challenging concepts, or
utilize visuals.

But if your house is on fire, you are not going to say, “The dancing flames are jumping
upward, licking the wallpaper-clad kitchen walls.” You are going to yell, “Fire!” Simple,
direct, to the point communication is best when the house is on fire. It gets your point
across quickly and clearly.
Teaching Point
• Just as we choose different kinds of language to best convey what we want to
communicate, so God has chosen different styles of communication to best convey
the truths He wants us to understand. (See Notebook.)
• Sometimes picturesque language is used, like this:

Each lesson begins
with a concrete
illustration to help the
students understand
spiritual truth. It also
emphasizes a key point
made in the lesson.

1. Alfred, Lord Tennyson. “The Eagle.” Poetry Foundation. Poetry Foundation, n.d. Web. 09 Apr. 2014.
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Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 15

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

Isaiah 55:12—For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains
and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field
shall clap their hands.
And sometimes direct, straightforward language is used, like…
Exodus 20:15—You shall not steal.

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

• Different styles of communicating serve different purposes. Literal language says
what it means—it is straightforward, like “Fire!” (See Notebook.)
• Figurative language is language that doesn’t mean exactly what it says—eagles
don’t have hands, and the sea is not wrinkled. But the figurative writing in The Eagle
creates a word picture that helps us see what Tennyson saw and feel some of the
majesty of an eagle. (See Notebook.)
.

(Display the Words Paint Pictures visual.)
• Some words paint pictures of truth!
? Can anyone tell us what a simile is?
• A simile compares two unlike things using the words “like” or “as.” (See Notebook.)
For example:
Isaiah 53:6—All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his
own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

Psalm 42:1—As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God.
? What is a metaphor?
• A metaphor compares two unlike things using a form of the verb “to be,” rather than
the words “like” or “as.” (See Notebook.) For example:
John 10:9—I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and
out and find pasture.

When visuals from the
Resources DVD are
used, thumbnails are
included in the margin
so teachers can easily
see what needs to
be displayed.
Non-provided visuals
are also mentioned here
when appropriate.

Psalm 100:3—Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Scripture is a central
part of each lesson.
Passages are highlighted
in the lesson, but it is
important for teachers
and students to read
Scripture from a Bible,
instead of just relying
on the text in the lesson
or notebook.
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Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Teacher’s
Guide

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

Small Group Discussion
Discussion 15A

Psalm 18:2—The LORD is my rock and
my fortress and my deliverer, my God,
my rock, in whom I take refuge, my
shield, and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold.

Read these verses and answer the questions:
1 Peter 2:2—Like newborn infants, long
for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you
may grow up to salvation—

Questions

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

Questions
1. What is a possible wording for this passage
if it were written in literal language?
2. Why do you think Peter compares us to
“newborn infants”? What is the effect of
using this simile?

3. What metaphors does the psalmist use in
this passage? (See Notebook.)
4. Why do you think he uses them? What is
he saying? (See Notebook.)
5. What emotional sense does this language
give you? (See Notebook.)

? Can anyone tell us what personification is? [giving human qualities to non-human
things or ideas; giving something a human quality] (See Notebook.)
? Can anyone think of any instances where personification occurs in the Bible?
[Possible answers may include:]

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

Isaiah 55:12—For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains
and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field
shall clap their hands
Luke 19:40—He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”
Anthropomorphism is when God is described using human attributes. (See Notebook.)
? Can anyone think of instances where human or animal-like qualities are attributed
to God in the Bible? 2

Rather than telling
students the concepts
in the lesson, teachers
are encouraged to
lead youth to discover
the concepts by
asking questions and
challenging learners to
think, draw conclusions,
and look up answers
themselves. Suggested
questions are printed in
bold text with possible
answers included in
brackets.

1 Peter 3:12—For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to
their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.
2 Chronicles 16:9a—For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole
earth, to give strong support to those whose heart is blameless toward him.
Psalm 63:7—for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I will sing
for joy.

2. This poetic usage is like personiﬁ cation, though different. God already is a person, and therefore not personiﬁ ed in Scripture. When human attributes
are attributed to Him, this would technically be labeled an instance of anthropomorphism (when physical characteristics are attributed to God) or
anthropopathism (when non-physical characteristics, such as human passions or feelings, are attributed to God).
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Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 15

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

Psalm 91:4—He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find
refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.
? Does God literally have eyes? Does God literally have wings?
Teaching Point
• Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning. Not all characteristics of the
comparison are applicable to what is being described. (See Notebook.)

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

• The author is generally making one main point. For example, when the psalmist says
that we are “sheep” in Psalm 100, he is not necessarily saying that we are dumb like
sheep, that we flock together like sheep, or that we panic like sheep do when there is
danger. He is saying that the children of God belong to God, we are His, and He cares
for us with patience and affection, just as sheep belong to and are cared for by their
shepherd.
Illustration
PITCHER OF
WATER, PAPER
CUP WITH A
HOLE, AND A
TOWEL

[Name] is going to demonstrate another figure of speech—irony.
The student should pour a small amount of water into the glass, pick it up to drink it, and say,
“Great! There’s a hole in the cup!”
Do you think he really means that it is great that there is a hole in the cup?

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

Teaching Point
• Irony is when a person says one thing but means another. (See Notebook.) He says
the opposite of what he really means. It’s as if the teacher were calling on students to
give a speech, and she calls on you ﬁrst, and you say, “Wonderful. I get to go ﬁrst.”
God makes His point about His supremacy and Job’s limitations through irony when He
says in Job 38:
Job 38:19-21—Where is the way to the dwelling of light, and where is the place of
darkness, 20that you may take it to its territory and that you may discern the paths to
its home? 21You know, for you were born then, and the number of your days is great!

Lesson material
not in italics should
be conveyed in the
teacher’s own words.

? Is Job old compared to God? Was Job around at the creation of the world?
? What is God doing in Job 38:19-21 through the use of irony? [God is showing the
utter folly of presumption before Him—Job’s meager knowledge is nothing compared to
that of the eternal God and Creator of the universe. God is showing His greatness and the
absolute inadequacy of man—God is showing His supremacy and the folly of questioning
His wisdom.]

Sentences in italics
recommend a specific
wording of a concept to
make a theological
point very clear, to
convey a specific tone,
or to touch the heart in a
certain way.
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Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Teacher’s
Guide

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

Small Group Discussion
Discussion 15B
Read these verses and answer the questions:

1 Kings 18:26-27—And they took the bull
that was given them, and they prepared
it and called upon the name of Baal from
morning until noon, saying, “O Baal,
answer us!” But there was no voice, and
no one answered. And they limped around
the altar that they had made. 27And at
noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry
aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing,
or he is relieving himself, or he is on a
journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must
be awakened.”

Amos 4:4—Come to Bethel, and
transgress; to Gilgal, and multiply
transgression; bring your sacriﬁces every
morning, your tithes every three days.

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

Questions
1. Is Amos telling Israel to sin? Explain. [No,
he is using irony.]
2. What clues from the context of Amos 4:1-5
tell you Amos is using irony? [He calls the
people of Israel “cows” in 4:1—Amos is
angry because of Israel’s oppression of
the poor and their lavish lifestyle, so he
compares them to well-fed cows—his
tone is sarcastic; 4:5—he says they love
to offer sacriﬁces and give offerings—
they are not dong this because the are
sincerely worshipping—if their hearts
were for the Lord, they would not be
continuing in their sin]

ORDERING TIPS:

3. What is Amos actually saying? [Amos is
indignantly pointing their sin in order to
call them to repentance; Amos is showing
them the absurdity of multiplying their sins
and thinking that multiple sacriﬁces and
tithes will clear them of their deliberate sin;
it is ironic because they are going to offer
sacriﬁces but they are actually sinning—
the opposite is taking place.]
(See Notebook.)

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

During the lesson,
students are encouraged
to sit in small groups of
four to eight students
with a mentor. There
are breaks several times
during the leasson, as
well as a time at the
end of the lesson, for
small groups to discuss
questions and complete
activities in the Student
In-Class Notebook.
Questions are designed
to help students practice
skills, and to see how
God might have them
respond to the truth they
have heard and transfer
the head knowledge
learned to a desired
heart response.

Questions
4. What is the context of this passage? [the
contest between Elijah and the prophets
of Baal—both call upon their god/God to
send ﬁre to consume the sacriﬁce]
5. What do you think Elijah’s tone was?
[mocking]
6. Explain Elijah’s use of irony in this
passage. [Elijah wasn’t sincere in his
concern that they call Baal a little louder
because Baal was sleeping; Elijah was
insulting their god—he was showing
the powerlessness of Baal and their
foolishness for believing in Baal.]
(Also, see related question in the Notebook.)

Teaching Point
• A common manner of speaking among the ancient Hebrews was to speak in
hyperbole—exaggerating to make a point. (See Notebook.) We make them, too—“I’m
so hungry I could eat a horse!” or “I’m starving to death!” or “I was so embarrassed
that I thought I would die!”
• No one takes these statements literally. They know you couldn’t really eat a horse, that
you are not at the point of starvation, and that you were not literally dying because you
were embarrassed.
• Biblical writers also use hyperbole—exaggeration—to get their point across.
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Vision Overview
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Teacher’s
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Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Deﬁne metaphor:
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 15

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

Matthew 5:29—If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is
better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell.
? Does Jesus actually mean that we should tear out our eyes?
? What does He mean? [It is better to be maimed but enter heaven than to be whole but
end up in hell.]

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

? Why does Jesus use hyperbole in this statement?
? Why do writers use figurative language? [Answers should include the following:] (See
Notebook.)
• to make a statement more forceful
• to use the known to teach us about the unknown; to use things from the physical
world in which we live to help us understand spiritual truth
• to create an emotional response—the Bible is not just to be studied with the mind
but embraced in the heart; figurative language helps us identify with the truth in
our hearts
• to use something familiar to us to explain what is unfamiliar (use physical realities
to explain spiritual realities)

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

Focus Statement
Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth powerfully to our
hearts, but it must be handled carefully.
We will learn more about these principles in the next class.
(End by sharing a passage using ﬁgurative language, or praying some of the ﬁgurative
language of the Bible.)

Answers for the student
journal are provided
within the lesson. Small
group leaders should
complete their journal as
they study the lesson so
they are familiar with the
questions and answers.
While teaching, these
points may need to be
emphasized or repeated
for students.

…continued
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Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Teacher’s
Guide

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

Small Group Application
Read Isaiah 55:12, answer the questions, and
see the application section of the Notebook.

Read the invitation in verses 6 and 7:
Isaiah 55:6-7—Seek the LORD while he
may be found; call upon him while he is
near; 7let the wicked forsake his way, and
the unrighteous man his thoughts; let
him return to the LORD, that he may have
compassion on him, and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon.

Isaiah 55:12—For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace; the mountains
and the hills before you shall break forth
into singing, and all the trees of the ﬁeld
shall clap their hands.

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

1. Isaiah 55:12 is at the end of a passage
inviting Israel and the nations to receive
God’s grace. Imagine what mountains and
hills breaking forth into singing and trees
clapping their hands would look like.
What kind of feeling does that stir in you?
2. What is Isaiah trying to convey by using
such figurative language?

Questions
4. What picture does this passage give you
of God?
5. What do you think that Isaiah means by
“while he may be found”?
6. What is the relevance of this passage for
you?

3. What picture of grace does this passage
give you?

Optional Activity

ORDERING TIPS:

» Have students work in pairs or alone on the What Could This Mean? handout and
see which team or individual has the most correct answers. (See answer key below.)

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

Some lessons include
Handouts with
worksheets or articles
for further study.

Students are
encouraged to complete
the Student At-Home
Journal during the week.
Teachers are reminded
to send these pages
home with students
or encourage them to
complete the pages in
their journal at home.

1.

He is a piece of
bread.

This is a Cuban expression meaning, “He is a nice guy.” Before you think this is
strange, think of the English expression, “He’s a good egg.”

2.

Like white on rice.

This is a southern expression for “very close.” For example, “She stuck to her
mama like white on rice.”

3.

Every bird likes its
nest.

This is a Spanish expression meaning everyone has his own preferences. It's
similar to our expression, “To each his own.”

4.

Go around my elbow This is a southern expression meaning “to do something the hard way.”
to get to my thumb.

5.

Sail in deep water.

This means to spend too much money. For example, “His girlfriend sails in
deep water.”

6.

Pneumonia hole.

This is a southern expression for “window.” You better just close that
pneumonia hole!

7.

Throw the house
out the window.

This is a Spanish expression meaning “to go out of your way to welcome
someone.” Similar to our expression, “roll out the red carpet.”

8.

Raise sand.

This is a southern expression meaning “to raise a ﬁt.” Iffen yo don’t git home
right now, yore mammy’s gon raise sand.

9.

Frog strangler.

This means lots of rain. “It’s lookin’ to be a real frog strangler!”

Send Home
» Student At-Home Journal page for Lesson 15 (Resources DVD)
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Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Visuals Sample 1

Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Visuals
Packet
Visuals help explain
illustrations, make
lessons more
interesting, and
emphasize key points.
ORDERING TIPS:

• Visuals are also included
on the Resources DVD in
the Classroom Kit. With
these PDF files, you can
print the visuals or display
them electronically.

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

by Alfred, Lord Tennyson

He clasps the crag with crooked hands;
Close to the sun in lonely lands,
Ringed with the azure world, he stands.
The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;
He watches from his mountain walls,
And like a thunderbolt he falls.

15A: Eagle Poem

Image provided by Comstock Images/Thinkstock

Visuals include full color
illustrations, pictures
and signs that are used
to teach or enhance
parts of the lesson.

Lessons: 40

The Eagle

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

• Order one Visuals Packet
per classroom if you prefer
to use printed visuals.

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1809-1892). “The Eagle.” Poetry Foundation. Poetry Foundation, n.d. Web. 09 Apr. 2014.

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Visuals that do not
need to be physically
interacted with are
provided on the
Resources DVD in a
PDF format ready for
electronic display with a
projector or on a screen.
This can be helpful for
large classrooms.

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

Damaged or lost visuals
can be reprinted
from the files on the
Resources DVD in the
Classroom Kit.

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Visuals are designed to
be reusable for years
of teaching. For added
durability, teachers may
want to laminate visuals
that are used frequently
throughout the year or
need assembly.

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Deﬁne metaphor:
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Journal Sample 1

Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Student
In-Class
Notebook

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Student In-Class Notebook

The Student In-Class
Notebook is designed
to be used during
teaching and small
group application time.

Lesson 15

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one Student In-Class
Notebook for each student.
• Copies may be made
for visitors.

Each lesson begins by
presenting the lesson
title, focus statement,
memory verse, and
Scripture references.
This can be helpful
for review throughout
the study.

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!

The notebook provides
students with a note
taking section to
record key themes
from the lesson time.
Many answers are
referenced on visuals
and are included in the
Teacher’s Guide.

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Deﬁne metaphor:
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Student
In-Class
Notebook

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Small Group Discussion 15A

Small Group Discussion 15B

The Student In-Class
Notebook is designed
to be used during
teaching and small
group application time.
ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one Student In-Class
Notebook for each student.
• Copies may be made
for visitors.

The Small Group
Application sections,
set apart in grey boxes,
challenge students
to ponder the concepts
taught in the lesson,
practice study skills,
and examine how they
apply to their everyday
lives. Students are
encouraged to both
make notes here and
share observations with
their group.

Application

Main Ideas are
summarized and
reviewed at the end
of each lesson.

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

117

Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Student
In-Class
At-Home
Notebook
Journal

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Student At-Home Journal

Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The Student At-Home
In-Class
Notebook
Journal
encourages
is designed
to be used
further
study
during
and
teaching
helps
students
and small
group application
practice
skills learned
time.
in class.

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual
truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled
carefully.

ORDERING TIPS:
TIPS: In-Class
• ORDERING
Order one Student
Notebook
each Student
student.
• Order
one for
printed

Journal
for each
• At-Home
Copies may
be made
student
or use the file on
for
visitors.
the Resources DVD to print
sheets for them weekly.

The At Home material
provides youth
with more concrete
illustrations, relevant
quotes, questions and
ideas to think through.
There are also activities
and exercises to help
students practice Bible
study skills.

Figurative Language

The Student At-Home
Journal also encourages
students to reference
The Inductive Bible
Study Handbook for
further study.

“adulterous?” Write your observations below:

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

117

Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar

Page 23

Deﬁne metaphor:

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Student
In-Class
At-Home
Notebook
Journal

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The Student At-Home
In-Class
Notebook
Journal
encourages
is designed
to be used
further
study
during
and
teaching
helps
students
and small
group application
practice
skills learned
time.
in class.
ORDERING TIPS:
TIPS: In-Class
• ORDERING
Order one Student
Notebook
each Student
student.
• Order
one for
printed

Journal
for each
• At-Home
Copies may
be made
student
or use the file on
for
visitors.
the Resources DVD to print
sheets for them weekly.

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Memo Sample 1

Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Resources
The Inductive Bible
Study Handbook is a
wonderful reference
tool for students and
teachers. This booklet
walks through the
steps of an inductive
Bible study (read,
observe, interpret and
apply) with practical
tips and instructions
to strengthen Bible
study skills.

observe
OBSERVE–What does the passage say?
In observation, you will dig deeper and try to discover the
author’s intended meaning of the text. The following rules will
give you the needed tools for effective observation and study
of a passage.
Take your time. Write down your observations. This will slow
you down and encourage you to think. Writing things down
helps you to observe things you might otherwise miss.
John Piper reminds us, “Writing is a way of seeing that is deeper

ORDERING TIPS:

and sharper than most other ways. We see more when we write than
when we just read.
I know not how the light is shed, nor understand this lens.
I only know that there are eyes in pencils and in pens.”

• Order one handbook for
each student and teacher.

WHEN STUDYING A PASSAGE
NOTICE GRAMMAR—Note the parts of speech.
Remember: Grammar matters!

LOOK AT THE CONTEXT
“CONTEXT IS KING!”
The importance of the context of the passage cannot be
overstated and should be your ﬁrst consideration in observation.

1. Study the immediate context—verse, paragraph, chapter
Nouns—person, place, thing, or idea
2. Study the broader context—book, Bible
Nouns would ﬁt this format: the ____, many____
Read the chapter/book in one sitting many times. (Divide
—Mark references to God, Jesus, Holy Spirit,3.
Gospel.
long books into sections; read each section in one sitting.)
—Look up appropriate unfamiliar nouns in a
Bible dictionary.
LOOK AT THE BIG PICTURE
Inductive Bible Study Handbook
© 2015 Next Generation Resources
13
the place of nouns
by Sally Michael
Illustrations Children DesiringPronouns—take
God
Steps to Seeing a Passage in the Context of the Whole Book:
he, they, my, ours, me, it, myself, themselves,
1. Get the big picture—read the book several times.
whichever, whose, all, anybody, several, someone, who;
2. Divide the book into passages.
demonstrative pronouns—that, those
3. Label each passage by summarizing the main point.
Verbs—show action (jump, talk) or state of being4.
(is)Organize the summaries into an outline.
Don’t forget about helping verbs like may, might,
5. For a more detailed outline, divide the passages into
must, shall, should, will, would, can, could, has, sections.
have,
had, do, did, does (I have eaten.)
6. See how the piece ﬁts into the big picture, how the passage
Adjectives—describe nouns or pronouns; answer the ﬁts into the ﬂow of the book.
questions which? what kind of? how many? how much?Inductive Bible Study Handbook
© 2015 Next Generation Resources
15
Except for demonstrative adjectives like “this” and
that,”
by Sally Michael
Illustrations Children Desiring God
adjectives can be inserted in the blanks:
the ___person;
the ___thing
Adverbs—describe verbs, adjectives or other adverbs;
answer the questions when? where? why? how?
to what extent? (very, not, here, there, too, also, never,
always, ever, quite, many words ending in “ly” such as
loudly) The baby cries loudly. He is really tall.
The baby cries very loudly.

27

© 2015 Next Generation Resources
Illustrations Children Desiring God

Inductive Bible Study Handbook
by Sally Michael
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Introduction

Curriculum
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What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview
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Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Open My Eyes

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Resources

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

INTERPRET: WHAT DOES THE PASSAGE MEAN?

The Inductive Bible
Study Handbook is a
wonderful reference
tool for students and
teachers. This booklet
walks through the
steps of an inductive
Bible study (read,
observe, interpret and
apply) with practical
tips and instructions
to strengthen Bible
study skills.

MAIN PRINCIPLE of Inductive Bible Study Interpretation:
USE THE

USE THE BIBLE TO INTERPRET THE BIBLE

PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION:
#1: Look at the verse in context.
Example: 1 Corinthians 1:14—I thank God that I
baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,
This statement makes sense when looked at in the
context of 1 Corinthians 1:10-15. Paul is concerned
that the Christians were identifying with a leader rather
than with Christ.
#2: Look for the author’s intended meaning of the text.
Example: 1 Corinthians 1:17—For Christ did not send
me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with
words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be
emptied of its power.
The church in Corinth was listening to worldly wisdom,
as well as ﬁghting over which leader baptized them.
Paul is not against baptism and wisdom. He is making
a statement about the supremacy of the Gospel.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one handbook for
each student and teacher.

APPLICATION:
HOW DOES GOD WANT ME TO RESPOND TO THE PASSAGE?
•

Application is “personalizing” Scripture

•

Application should be realistic
Method 1: Personalize the principle—make a speciﬁc
application of the biblical principle to your life
Method 2: Examine the passage to ﬁnd application
responses.

Personalize the principle using life-application questions:

#3: Notice ﬁgurative language.
Example: Psalm 98:8— Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together.

MY CODES

#4: InterpretFill
thein
biblical
text literally
unless
is a reason
your choice
of symbols
or there
markings
for the following key
not to dowords:
so. (Add other key words and markings as desired.)
Example: John 6:51a—I am the living bread that came
Jesus
down from
heaven. If anyone eatsblood
of this bread, he will nouns
live forever.

To take this literally would be to think that Jesus is
God
proposing
cannibalism. “Eat this love
bread” is a reference pronouns
to believing in Jesus.
© 2015 Next Generation Resources
HolyGodSpirit
Illustrations Children Desiring
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witness

verbs:
past

•

What does this passage mean to me?

•

How does this passage apply to my life?

•

How does it apply to my family, my friendships and
other relationships, my life at school, at home, at
church, etc?

•

What changes do I need to make? Is there something
I need to start doing or I need to stop doing?

•

How will I make these changes? (What is my plan?)

•

How should I pray about this truth?

•

What verse/s should I memorize?

•

What illustration or word picture will help me
remember what I’ve read?

•

Who will hold me accountable?

present

man

sin

Gospel

grace

future
adjectives
“add” to nouns

life

belief/
faith

adverbs

death

ﬂesh

prepositional
phrases

law

curse

references
to time

salvation

independent
connectors
mark with an I
dependent
connectors
mark with a D

49

© 2015 Next Generation Resources

“add”Illustrations
to verbs
Children Desiring God

Inductive Bible Study Handbook
by Sally Michael

Groups of
people (i.e.
Israelites)
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Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar

Page 26

Deﬁne metaphor:

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson Sample 2

Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 29

And He Told Them a Parable:

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

Parables

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

Parables reveal one main spiritual truth to believers
through the use of examples in the physical world.
M E M O RY V E R S E

…“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in
parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’”—Luke 8:10
MAIN IDEAS

> Parables impart truth to believers, but obscure the teaching of Jesus to unbelievers.
> Parables use things in the physical world to help us understand spiritual truth.
> Parables must be understood in their context.
> Parables usually make one main point.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

SCRIPTURE

1) Luke 8:9-10
2) Luke 15:1-2

3) Luke 18:14b
4) Luke 18:1

5) Luke 15:11-32
6) James 1:21b

V I S UA L S , E T C .

>
>
>
>

Optional Activity
> Notecards, pens (for each student)

Bible (English Standard Version)
Steps 1-5 (29A-29E)
Whiteboard and markers
Colored pencils

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Optional: Write an encouraging message to your class
using the method described in the Optional Activity.
Sometime during the lesson, ask the students to read
the book of Jude in preparation for the next class.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.
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Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar

Page 27

Deﬁne metaphor:

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Teacher’s
Guide

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

And He Told Them a Parable: Parables

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

Introduction
Illustration
One of Charles Dickens’ greatest literary works is A Tale of Two Cities, a historical novel set
around the time of the French Revolution.
One of the main characters in the book is Madame Defarge, a female revolutionary, who
is pictured constantly knitting in her husband’s wine shop. Though her activity seems
innocent, in her needlework she is actually knitting a registry of names of people who must
die in the revolution.

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

Only those whose eyes were opened to it—who knew the secret of the knitting—
understood the message. Revolutionaries who visited the wine shop understood the subtle
death warrants in the knitting. Others saw only the ordinary knitting of a rather harsh,
forceful woman.

Large Group Lesson
Teaching Point
• The parables of Jesus served the same purpose as Madame Defarge’s knitting—they
were messages to those whose eyes were opened to them. (See Notebook.)
• But to those who were not spiritually inclined, they obscured the truth Jesus was
teaching. Spiritual truth is spiritually discerned. Discernment comes through the work
of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer. (See Notebook.)

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

Luke 8:9-10—And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10 he said,
“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others
they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not
understand.’”
Teaching Point
• This incident occurred after Jesus told the parable of the sower and the seeds. Jesus
was going from town to town preaching, and a large crowd of people from various
towns gathered around Him. Jesus was not fooled by the largeness of the crowd. He
knew that all of them did not receive His teaching—they heard with their ears, but
they did not embrace Him in their hearts.
• By obscuring His teaching, Jesus was actually extending grace to the listeners. Better
that they leave confused than that they once again reject Him and His message (see
Matthew 13:10-17). (See Notebook.)
• For the believer, a parable is actually a means of understanding the truth in a clearer
way. God has given us things in the physical world to help us understand spiritual
truth.
• A parable is just a story in the real world—something that is familiar to us—that
illustrates spiritual truth. (See Notebook.)
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Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

117

Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 29

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

• Though parables are spiritually discerned, a good student of the Bible will diligently
work to better understand the point of a parable. The desire to study a parable is
motivated by the Holy Spirit and is an indication of spiritual interest.
We will be looking at the steps to understanding a parable. (Display and read the Steps
1-5 visuals at the appropriate time. See Notebook.)
.

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

Step 1: Study the immediate context.
? What is the truth taught in the parable of the prodigal son? (Don’t comment on the
responses, just solicit them.)
Studying the immediate context of the parable of the prodigal son will give you a clue to
the main point of the parable.

Small Group Discussion
Discussion 29A
Answer the questions about this verse:
Luke 15:1-2—Now the tax collectors and
sinners were all drawing near to hear
him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes
grumbled, saying, “This man receives
sinners and eats with them.”

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

Questions
1. What was Jesus’ response to tax
collectors and sinners? [He interacted and
ate with them.]

.

2. What was the heart attitude of the
Pharisees and scribes toward tax
collectors and sinners? [They were proud
and did not associate with “low” people.]
3. What was their attitude toward Jesus?
[They thought He was also below them
because He associated with those kinds
of people.]
4. Think about the parable of the prodigal
son. How does the context provided in
Luke 15:1-2 affect your understanding of
the point of the parable? [Jesus associated
with sinners because He was seeking the
lost in order to save them.]
(See Notebook.)

Step 2: Check for an explanation.
• Sometimes Jesus explains the parable like He did in the parable of the sower and the
seed (Luke 8:11-15), or like He did in the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector
(Luke 18:9-14).
Luke 18:14b—For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who
humbles himself will be exalted.
• Sometimes the biblical writer will give a word of explanation about the parable like
Luke did with the parable of the persistent widow (Luke 18:1-8).
Luke 18:1—And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray
and not lose heart.
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Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Teacher’s
Guide

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

And He Told Them a Parable: Parables

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

Teaching Point
.

Step 3: Discern the main point.
A parable usually has one main point—one basic truth it is teaching. How do you
discern the main point?
• Look at the characters. Determine which ones are the main characters. Often, more
space is devoted to the main characters, but that is not always true.

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

• Look at the dialogue. Dialogue often indicates the main point.
• Look at the end. The end often reveals the main point.
In your small group, you will get to practice these steps with the parable of the prodigal son.

Small Group Discussion
Discussion 29B
Read the parable of the prodigal son.
Luke 15:11-32—And he said, “There
was a man who had two sons. 12And the
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father,
give me the share of property that is
coming to me.’ And he divided his property
between them. 13Not many days later, the
younger son gathered all he had and took
a journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in reckless living.
14
And when he had spent everything, a
severe famine arose in that country, and
he began to be in need. 15So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of
that country, who sent him into his ﬁelds
to feed pigs. 16And he was longing to be
fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and
no one gave him anything. 17But when
he came to himself, he said, ‘How many
of my father’s hired servants have more
than enough bread, but I perish here with
hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father,
and I will say to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you. 19I
am no longer worthy to be called your son.
Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’
20
And he arose and came to his father.
But while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him and felt compassion, and
ran and embraced him and kissed him.
21
And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

232

sinned against heaven and before you.
I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.’ 22But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes
on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate.
24
For this my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found.’ And
they began to celebrate. 25Now his older
son was in the ﬁeld, and as he came and
drew near to the house, he heard music
and dancing. 26And he called one of the
servants and asked what these things
meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother
has come, and your father has killed the
fattened calf, because he has received him
back safe and sound.’ 28But he was angry
and refused to go in. His father came out
and entreated him, 29but he answered
his father, ‘Look, these many years I
have served you, and I never disobeyed
your command, yet you never gave me a
young goat, that I might celebrate with my
friends. 30But when this son of yours came,
who has devoured your property with
prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf
for him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you
are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. 32It was ﬁtting to celebrate and be
glad, for this your brother was dead, and is
alive; he was lost, and is found.’”
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Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 29

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

Discussion 29B (continuation)
Now answer the following questions, plus the
additional question in the Notebook:
Questions
1. Who are the main characters? Let the
context of this parable help guide your
determination. [father, younger son, and
older son]

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

2. What clues to the main point do you
get from direct dialogue? [The father
instructed the servants to make a feast
because the son had passed from death

to life/lost to found (verses 22-23)—
father had an attitude of rejoicing. The
dialogue reveals that the older son was
angry and self-righteous (verse 29).]
3. What does the end of the story tell
you about a possible main point? [The
contrast between the older son’s attitude
and the father’s attitude parallels the
contrast between the Pharisees’ and
scribes’ attitude toward sinners and
Jesus’ attitude toward sinners.]
(See Notebook.)

Teaching Point
.

colored pencils

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

.

Step 4: Identify unimportant details.
(Ask the students to turn to Luke 15:11-32 in the Notebook. Then, with the students, cross
out the details that likely have little to do with the main point. It is not necessary to cross
out all the details, but only those that seem incidental. For example: “longing to be fed with
the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything,” “my father’s hired servants have
more than enough bread.”)
Step 5: Identify important details.
(Now ask students to circle the important details in the Notebook: reckless living; “Father,
I have sinned;” compassion; celebrate; angry; older son; never disobeyed; you never gave
me; ﬁtting to celebrate; dead and alive; lost and found.)
? What is a likely main point of the parable of the prodigal son? [The self-righteous
reject sinners, but the humble celebrate when a sinner repents. The self-righteous
condemn others, but the godly receive sinners. The proud in heart are judgmental, but
the humble in heart forgive.]
Note other key points from the Redemptive-Historical perspective: God welcomes repentant Gentile
sinners, even though it makes the favored Jews resentful; the forgiving nature of God.

? In light of what you have discovered about the parable of the prodigal son, is the
title usually given to this parable a good title for it? What title would better convey
the meaning of this parable?
We have seen why Jesus spoke in parables to unbelievers—to obscure His teaching
from the spiritually unresponsive.
? But what could be some reasons that He taught believers in parables?

233

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar

Page 31

Deﬁne metaphor:
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Teacher’s
Guide

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

And He Told Them a Parable: Parables

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

[Possible answers might include the following:] (See place for responses in the
Notebook.)

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

• Jesus wants believers to depend on the Holy Spirit to teach them—to ask for insight
and to recognize their inadequacy.

• Stories are easy to remember. Jesus was teaching an oral culture, and He wanted
them to be able to remember His words so they could meditate on them and pass
them on to others.
• Jesus wanted to encourage spiritual appetite by forcing believers to dig for meaning,
rather than making the meaning plain and easy to grasp.

• Stories touch the heart. Jesus does not just want us to hear the truth, but to respond
to the truth. When the emotions are touched, we are often more inclined to respond.
Focus Statement
(Read the Focus Statement as a review of the main point of the lesson.)
Parables usually reveal one main spiritual truth to believers through the use of
examples in the physical world.
Review
The Word of God is meant to be lived not just understood. The Bible should change us,
not just inform us. Jesus did not tell parables just to give us more information or more
biblical understanding. He wants to touch our hearts and give us a love for the truths of
His Kingdom.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

Note: If you have not already done so, ask the students to read the book of Jude at least once
(preferably more than once) in preparation for the next class.

(End with prayer.)

Small Group Application
Discuss the following questions, and have the
students respond to the application section of
the Notebook.
1. Describe some modern day “Phariseelike” behavior. How do you see this in
your world? What would you say are the
main heart issues beneath that behavior?
2. Can you share a personal experience
where you saw someone act like the
father in the parable of the prodigal son,
or use one of your newly suggested titles?
How did you feel about that? What did you
think? Has it made a difference in your
life?
3. What do you think Jesus is telling us in
this parable?

4. James says that we should “…receive
with meekness the implanted word, which
is able to save your souls” (James 1:21b).
What does this mean? What does humble
submission to the Word of God require?
[regeneration, the help of the Holy Spirit,
the will to obey, opportunities to obey]
5. Can we make ourselves compassionate?
What can we do? (Be sure the group
understands that we cannot give
ourselves a compassionate heart, but we
can, in obedience, act in compassionate
ways and pray that God will change
the heart. And we can put ourselves in
situations that will help shape our hearts
to become compassionate with the help
of the Holy Spirit.)
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Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar

Page 32

Deﬁne metaphor:
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 29

This sample shows
how the lessons are
structured and what
a teacher will use to
prepare and teach
the material.

(continuation)
6. What kind of things deter you from being
compassionate? [peer pressure; laziness;
fear] What can you do about these things?
7.

Teachers should
read through the
introduction and all
the lessons (or the
Scope & Sequence)
before teaching the
first lesson. This
helps the teacher
understand how
the lessons build
on one another.

Does it make a difference that Jesus
commands this kind of compassion from
His followers? For the believer, snubbing

another person is not an option. What
does it say about our hearts when we do
not welcome others?
8. Are there some real-life situations where
you can receive another person as the
father did? What do you think God could
be asking you to do this week?

Optional Activity
» Before class, write a short encouraging message to your group in Spanish Pig Latin
(jerigonza) according to the instructions below:
1. Divide each word into syllables.
For example: “I love talk-ing a-bout Scrip-ture with you!”
2. Repeat each syllable with the letter “p” in front of it each time. For example:
I-pi love-pove talk-palk—ing-ping a-pa—bout-pout Scrip-pip—ture-pure with-pith
you-pou.
3. Practice your message so you can say it ﬂuently.
Tell your group that you have a word of encouragement for them. Read the message to
your group and see if they can ﬁgure it out.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in
the Classroom Kit and in
the Teacher’s Guide. Each
teacher and small group
leader should have a copy
to prepare for the lesson
and application times.

Then, teach them how to do it themselves and ask them to compose messages for
one another.
Remind the group that “hidden” meanings are worth working to understand.
» Discuss some of the teaching methods that Jesus used from the exercise in Lesson
28 of the Student At-Home Journal.

Send Home
» Student At-Home Journal for Lesson 29 (Resources DVD)
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Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes
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Deﬁne metaphor:
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Visuals Sample 2

Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Visuals
Packet
Visuals help explain
illustrations, make
lessons more
interesting, and
emphasize key points.
ORDERING TIPS:

• Visuals are also included
on the Resources DVD in
the Classroom Kit. With
these PDF files, you can
print the visuals or display
them electronically.

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Understanding Parables:

STEP 1

Study the
immediate
context

Lesson 29: And He Told Them a Parable: Parables

• Order one Visuals Packet
per classroom if you prefer
to use printed visuals.

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

29A: Step 1

McQuilkin, Robertson. Understanding and Applying the Bible. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 186-9.

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Understanding Parables:

STEP 2

Lesson 29: And He Told Them a Parable: Parables

Check for an
explanation

29B: Step 2

McQuilkin, Robertson. Understanding and Applying the Bible. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 186-9.

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar

Page 34

Deﬁne metaphor:

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Visuals
Packet
Visuals help explain
illustrations, make
lessons more
interesting, and
emphasize key points.
ORDERING TIPS:

• Visuals are also included
on the Resources DVD in
the Classroom Kit. With
these PDF files, you can
print the visuals or display
them electronically.

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Understanding Parables:

STEP 3

Discern the
main point

Lesson 29: And He Told Them a Parable: Parables

• Order one Visuals Packet
per classroom if you prefer
to use printed visuals.

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

29C: Step 3

McQuilkin, Robertson. Understanding and Applying the Bible. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 186-9.

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Understanding Parables:

STEP 4

Lesson 29: And He Told Them a Parable: Parables

Identify
unimportant
details

29D: Step 4

McQuilkin, Robertson. Understanding and Applying the Bible. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 186-199.

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar

Page 35

Deﬁne metaphor:

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Visuals
Packet
Visuals help explain
illustrations, make
lessons more
interesting, and
emphasize key points.
ORDERING TIPS:

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

• Order one Visuals Packet
per classroom if you prefer
to use printed visuals.
• Visuals are also included
on the Resources DVD in
the Classroom Kit. With
these PDF files, you can
print the visuals or display
them electronically.

Understanding Parables:

STEP 5

Lesson 29: And He Told Them a Parable: Parables

Identify
important
details

29E: Step 5

McQuilkin, Robertson. Understanding and Applying the Bible. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1983), 186-189.

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Deﬁne metaphor:
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Journal Sample 2

Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Student
In-Class
Notebook

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Student In-Class Notebook

The Student In-Class
Notebook is designed
to be used during
teaching and small
group application time.

Lesson 29

Parables reveal one main spiritual truth to believers through the use of
examples in the physical world.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one Student In-Class
Notebook for each student.
• Copies may be made
for visitors.

Small Group Discussion 29A

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

117

Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar

Page 37

Deﬁne metaphor:

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

29

Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Student
In-Class
Notebook

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Small Group Discussion 15A

Small Group Discussion 15B

The Student In-Class
Notebook is designed
to be used during
teaching and small
group application time.
ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one Student In-Class
Notebook for each student.
• Copies may be made
for visitors.

Application

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.
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and At-Home Journal
Resources
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Student
In-Class
At-Home
Notebook
Journal

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Student At-Home Journal

Lesson 29

And He Told Them a Parable:

The Student At-Home
In-Class
Notebook
Journal
encourages
is designed
to be used
further
study
during
and
teaching
helps
students
and small
group application
practice
skills learned
time.
in class.

Parables
Parables reveal one main spiritual truth to believers through
the use of examples in the physical world.

ORDERING TIPS:
TIPS: In-Class
• ORDERING
Order one Student
Notebook
each Student
student.
• Order
one for
printed

Journal
for each
• At-Home
Copies may
be made
student
or use the file on
for
visitors.
the Resources DVD to print
sheets for them weekly.

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.
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and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Student
In-Class
At-Home
Notebook
Journal

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

And He Told Them a Parable: Parables

The Student At-Home
In-Class
Notebook
Journal
encourages
is designed
to be used
further
study
during
and
teaching
helps
students
and small
group application
practice
skills learned
time.
in class.
ORDERING TIPS:
TIPS: In-Class
• ORDERING
Order one Student
Notebook
each Student
student.
• Order
one for
printed

Journal
for each
• At-Home
Copies may
be made
student
or use the file on
for
visitors.
the Resources DVD to print
sheets for them weekly.

Curriculum
Introduction

Curriculum
Scope & Sequence

What You
Need to Start

Vision Overview

Lesson Overview

Available Products

Teacher’s
Guide

Visuals
Packet

Lesson Sample 1

Visuals Sample 1

Student Sample 1

Handbook

Lesson Sample 2

Visuals Sample 2

Student Sample 2

Student Handouts

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.
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and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
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Open My Eyes
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Memo Sample 2

Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Resources

Open My Eyes
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wonderful
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students
guides
and
teachers.
for
students
This
to booklet
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ORDERING TIPS:
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interpret and
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apply)
with
PDF file on thepractical
Resources
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You may
print
tips
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are
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needed for your class.
study skills.

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Handouts: Lesson 1

The Holy Spirit: Author of Scripture
February 26, 1984

by John Piper

Scripture: 2 Peter 1:20-21

First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation,
because no prophecy ever came by the impulse of man, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
On June 27, 1819, Adoniram Judson baptized his ﬁrst convert in Burma. His wife, Ann Hasseltine, described how Moung
Nau had responded to the Scripture: “A few days ago I was reading with him Christ’s Sermon on the Mount. He was deeply
impressed and unusually solemn. ‘These words,’ said he, ‘take hold on my liver; they make me tremble.’” God spoke through
Isaiah the prophet 2,700 years ago and said, “This is the man to whom I will look, he that is humble and contrite in spirit, and
trembles at my word . . . Hear the word of the Lord, you who tremble at his word” (Isaiah 66:2, 5).
The Bible’s Impact in History
For two thousand years the Bible has been taking hold of people’s lives and making them tremble—ﬁrst with fear because
it reveals our sin, then with faith because it reveals God’s grace. A single verse, Romans 13:13, convicted and converted the
immoral Augustine. For Martin Luther, a miserable monk, the light broke in through Romans 1:17. He said,

Open My Eyes

1
PR AY

READ

OBSERVE

Begin by praying that the Holy
Spirit would guide you into
God's truth as you study.

2

3

Select a passage and read it.
If possible, read it aloud. Try
reading the same passage in
several Bible translations.

APPLY

PR AY

Observe by re-reading and
paying attention to the details.
Ask questions.

4

5

1
PR AY

READ

OBSERVE

Begin by praying that the Holy
Spirit would guide you into
God's truth as you study.

2

3

Select a passage and read it.
If possible, read it aloud. Try
reading the same passage in
several Bible translations.

APPLY

PR AY

Observe by re-reading and
paying attention to the details.
Ask questions.

4

5

What does this passage say
about your relationship with
God and with other people?
What should you think, be, or
do in response to this truth?

• Order one handbook for
each student and teacher.

TELL

Why? Why has the Bible had this abiding relevance and power? I believe the answer is found in our text. 2 Peter 1:20–21,
“First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no
prophecy ever came by the impulse of man, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” This passage teaches that
when you read Scripture, what you are reading does not merely come from a man but also from God. The Bible is the writing
of many different men. But it is also far more than that. Yes, men spoke. They spoke with their own language and style. But
Peter mentions two other dimensions of their speaking.

ORDERING TIPS:

Pray again. Thank Jesus for
what was revealed to you in His
Word. Ask for His help to act
on the truth you have learned.

The Bible as the Word of Man and the Word of God

6

Tell another person what you
learned and how you will apply
this truth in your life.

From century to century, from Egypt to Germany to New England, the Bible has been drawing people to Christ and making
them new.

What does this passage say
about your relationship with
God and with other people?
What should you think, be, or
do in response to this truth?

TELL

The ﬁrst instance, that I remember, of that sort of inward, sweet delight in God and divine things, that I
have lived much in since, was on reading these words, 1 Tim. 1:17, “Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.” As I read the words, there came
into my soul . . . a sense of the glory of the Divine Being; a new sense quite different from anything I ever
experienced before. Never any words of Scripture seemed to me as these words did. (Works, vol. 1, p. xii)

Handouts: Lesson 4
Pray again. Thank Jesus for
what was revealed to you in His
Word. Ask for His help to act
on the truth you have learned.

For Jonathan Edwards it was 1 Timothy 1:17. He says,

6

Tell another person what you
learned and how you will apply
this truth in your life.

Night and day I pondered until I saw the connection between the justice of God and the statement that “the
just shall live by his faith.” Then I grasped that the justice of God is that righteousness by which through
grace and sheer mercy God justiﬁes us through faith. Thereupon I felt myself to be reborn and to have gone
through open doors into paradise. (Here I Stand, p. 49)

Speaking from God, Moved by the Holy Spirit

1
PR AY

READ

OBSERVE

Begin by praying that the Holy
Spirit would guide you into
God's truth as you study.

2

3

Select a passage and read it.
If possible, read it aloud. Try
reading the same passage in
several Bible translations.

1
PR AY

READ

OBSERVE

Begin by praying that the Holy
Spirit would guide you into
God's truth as you study.

2

3

Select a passage and read it.
If possible, read it aloud. Try
reading the same passage in
several Bible translations.

APPLY

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I

Observe by re-reading and
paying attention to the details.
Ask questions.

but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.

11

Observe by re-reading and
paying attention to the details.
Ask questions.

For we know in part and we prophesy in part,

10

PR AY

TELL

knowledge, it will pass away.
9

4

5

Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for

What does this passage say
about your relationship with
God and with other people?
What should you think, be, or
do in response to this truth?

6

8

APPLY

PR AY

Pray again. Thank Jesus for
what was revealed to you in His
Word. Ask for His help to act
on the truth you have learned.

Tell another person what you
learned and how you will apply
this truth in your life.

Step 3: Draw an arrow from each adverb or adjective to the word it modifies. For example, “my true child”

4

5

Handouts: Lesson 12

Step 1: Underline all the nouns and pronouns. (It is not necessary to label the pronouns in this exercise.)
Open My Eyes, © 2015 Sally Michael, published by Children Desiring God
Page 1 of 3
CH-1
Step 2: Mark the verbs with a double underline. (brown=past tense; green=present tense; blue=future tense)

What does this passage say
about your relationship with
God and with other people?
What should you think, be, or
do in response to this truth?

Pray again. Thank Jesus for
what was revealed to you in His
Word. Ask for His help to act
on the truth you have learned.

1 Corinthians 13:8-13

TELL

Second, not only is what they spoke from God, but how they spoke it is controlled by the Holy Spirit. “Men, moved by the
Holy Spirit, spoke from God.” God did not simply reveal truth to the writers of Scripture and then depart in hopes that they
might communicate it accurately. Peter says that in the very communicating of it they were carried by the Holy Spirit. The
making of the Bible was not left to merely human skills of communication; the Holy Spirit himself carried the process to
completion.
Open My Eyes

6

Tell another person what you
learned and how you will apply
this truth in your life.

First, they spoke from God. What they have to say is not merely from their own limited perspective. They are not the origin of
the truth they speak; they are the channel. The truth is God’s truth. Their meaning is God’s meaning.

became a man, I gave up childish ways.
12

For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part;
then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
CH-4
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13

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Romans 5:6-11

Step 1: Underline all the nouns and pronouns. Above each pronoun, write the noun or person it replaces.
Step 2: Mark the verbs with a double underline. (brown=past tense; green=present tense; blue=future tense)
Step 3: Draw an arrow from each adverb or adjective to the word it modifies. For example, “my true child”
Step 4: Place (parentheses) around the prepositional phrases. For example, “(by his blood)”.
Step 5: Write an exclamation point (!) over each emphatic word.

6

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.

7

For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person
one would dare even to die—

8

but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

9

Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him
from the wrath of God.

10

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.

11

More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
we have now received reconciliation.
CH-12
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Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th
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Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Deﬁne metaphor:

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Open My Eyes
A Study for Youth on Studying the Bible
Target Grade: 10th Grade Range: 9th-12th
Translation: ESV Authors: Sally Michael

Youth Curricula

Resources

Open My Eyes

The student
InductiveHandouts
Bible
Study Handbook
include
a variety of
is a
wonderful
articles,
worksheets
reference
tool for
and
reference
students
guides
and
teachers.
for
students
This
to booklet
use in
walks or
class
through
at home.
the
steps of an inductive
Bible
study (read,
ORDERING TIPS:
observe,
interpret and
• Handouts are included in a
apply)
with
PDF file on thepractical
Resources
DVD.and
You may
print
tips
instructions
as many
copies as
are
to
strengthen
Bible
needed for your class.
study skills.

God-centered resources for
training the next generation

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Classroom Handouts: Lesson 25

Philippians 1:1-2:18—Topical Outline
Sample Topical Outline 1:
1:1-11

Introductory Matters
1:1-2
The Greeting
1:3-8
Prayer as Thanksgiving
1:9-11
Prayer as Petition

1:12-26

Paul’s Affairs: Reﬂections on Imprisonment
1:12-18
The Present: Paul’s Imprisonment Advances the Gospel
1:18-26
The Future: For Christ’s Glory and the Good of the Philippians

1:27-2:18

The Philippians’ Affairs: Exhortation to Steadfastness and Unity
1:27-30
The Appeal: In the Face of Opposition
2:1-4
The Appeal Renewed: Unity Through Humility
2:5-11
The Example of Christ
2:12-18
Application and Final Appeal

Open My Eyes

WHAT COULD THIS MEAN?
Look at the following list of expressions, some of which are uncommon phrases in
English. Others are expressions used in another language. Guess what each one means
and write your answer on the line below:
1. He is a piece of bread.

Gordon D. Fee, Philippians: The IVP New Testament Commentary Series. (Downer’s Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1999), 38.

Sample Topical Outline 2

ORDERING TIPS:

2. Like white on rice.

1:1-2

Salutation

1:3-11

Thanksgiving and Joyful Intercession
1:3-6
Thanksgiving From a Full Heart
1:7-8
The Apostle’s Affection
1:9-11
Intercession for Love and Discernment

1:12-26

The Priority of the Gospel for Paul
1:12-14
The Progress of the Gospel
1:15-18a
Preaching Christ From Different Motives
1:18b-20 Final Vindication and Glorifying Christ
1:21-24
Life or Death
1:25-26
An Anticipated Reunion?

1:27-2:18

• Order one handbook for
each student and teacher.

Handouts: Lesson 15

___________________________________________________________________
3. Every bird likes its nest.
___________________________________________________________________
4. Go around my elbow to get to my thumb.
___________________________________________________________________

Conduct Worthy of the Gospel: Exhortations and An Example to the Community
1:27-30
Unity and Courage in the Face of Opposition
2:1-4
A Call for Unity and Mutual Consideration
2:5-11
Christ Jesus, the Supreme Example of Humanity
2:5
Paul’s Exhortation: Adopt Christ’s Attitude
2:6-8 Christ’s Humiliation
9-11
Christ’s Exaltation by the Father
2:12-18
Work Out Your Salvation

5. Sail in deep water.
___________________________________________________________________
6. Pneumonia hole.
___________________________________________________________________

Peter T O’Brien, The Epistle to the Philippians: The New International Greek Testament Commentary. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991), 38-39.)

7. Throw the house out the window.
___________________________________________________________________
Open My Eyes

Handouts: Lesson 26

8. Raise sand.

Mapping Technique
CH-25A

Open My Eyes, © 2015 Sally Michael, published by Children Desiring God

___________________________________________________________________

The mapping technique used in Lesson 26 is similar to the one found in Robertson McQuilkin’s book
Understanding and Applying the Bible.

9. Frog strangler.

We have adopted a very simpliﬁed system of mapping. Since the language of Scripture is often very complex, both
grammatically and logically, there may be other legitimate ways to apply this technique.
___________________________________________________________________
The purpose of using this technique is:
1. To allow the student to see at a glance the primary elements of a passage and their relationship to each other.
2. To force the interpreter to ask questions and make observations about the structure of the passage through the
Open My Eyes, © 2015 Sally Michael, published by Children Desiring God
process of developing the mapping layout.

CH-15

Steps in the technique:
1. Leave the words in the same order as they appear in the text.
2. Place the independent clauses at the left-hand margin, and on the same line write the subject, verb, and word
or phrase indicating the direct object.
3. Dependent clauses or modifying phrases are indented on the next line. Modiﬁers include adverbial phrases
and clauses, and relative clauses. And those phrases or clauses may also contain other modiﬁers that would
be indented on the next line, so that the ﬁnal product might appear terraced.
4. Connecting words may be placed above the line or joined to the phrases or clauses they join with bracketing
lines.

Sample—Matthew 6:1-4:
verse number
1

2

3
4

Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people
to be seen by them;
for then you will have no reward from your Father
who is in heaven.
Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpets before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.
But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing
so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

Option 2 for verse 4:
And your Father… will reward you...who sees in secret

CH-26
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Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence
Grade r anGe: 9th-12th

•

Lesson 15

Intended Use: sUnday school • lessons: 40 • esV

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible
Treasures are not for the fainthearted, and Bible study is hard work.
But prayer, careful reading, and meditation, combined with good Bible
study skills produce a bountiful harvest of truth and understanding.
Open My Eyes is a curriculum for senior high youth on how to study
the Bible. It focuses on the different genres of biblical literature and
the process of inductive Bible study, and provides opportunities to
practice the skills of observation, interpretation, and application.
The end goal is that students might understand God’s Word as the
biblical authors intended, and begin a life-long journey of learning
to know and treasure God through studying and applying His Word
to their everyday lives.

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T

OPEN
MY
EYES
A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Figurative language in the Bible communicates
spiritual truth powerfully to our hearts, but it must be
handled carefully.
M E MORY V E RS E

Teacher’s
Guide

Lesson 1: Your Word is Truth: The Authority of the Bible
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:160
The Sovereign God is the Author of the Bible; therefore, it is true and authoritative in all its parts.

Lesson 2: Open My Eyes: The Clarity of Scripture
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:18
The Bible is a clear book that the Holy Spirit uses to enable ordinary people to know God.

Lesson 3: Able to Make You Wise: The Necessity and Sufficiency of Scripture
Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible is necessary and sufficient for salvation, spiritual growth, and guidance.

> Bible writers used both literal and ﬁgurative language to communicate their message.
> Comparisons are meant to be limited in meaning.
> Bible writers used ﬁgurative language to make their points more forceful, to communicate
spiritual truth in a known context, and to create an emotional response.
> The Bible is not just to be studied in the mind, but also embraced in the heart.
> Rules regarding ﬁgurative language must be followed for correct interpretation.
SCRIPTURE

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9
VI SUALS, ETC.

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) (Isaiah 55:12, 6-7)

> Bible (English Standard Version)
> Eagle Poem (15A)
> Words Paint Pictures (15B, save for use in future
lessons)
> Carving knife and a jack knife (or substitute one
item that is simple and uncomplicated, and one
that is fancy and elaborate, or two similar items
that have different purposes such as a work boot
and a tennis shoe)

> Pitcher of water
> Paper cup with a hole in the bottom
> Towel to mop up the water that spills
> Whiteboard and markers

Ask a student to help you with the “irony”
illustration. Coach the student in what to do and say
during the demonstration.

Study the Scripture passages carefully and
prayerfully. Ask God to make them real in your own
heart. Be open to what God may be teaching you
in this lesson. Study the lesson well. Pray for the
students in your class.

Optional Activity
> What Could This Mean? (CH-15)
> Pencils (for each student)

P R E PA R AT I O N :

Open My Eyes Scope & Sequence © 2015 Children Desiring God

A Study for Youth
on Studying the Bible

by
Sally Michael

Teacher’s
Guide

Optional: If you choose to do the optional activity,
print the worksheet (CH-15) (one per student).
Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God
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Lesson 15

Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

Some words paint
pictures of truth!

M E MORY V E RS E :

I cling to your testimonies, O Lord; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31
SCRIPTURE:

1) Isaiah 55:12
2) Exodus 20:15
3) Isaiah 53:6
4) Psalm 42:1
5) John 10:9

Just as we chose different

6) Psalm 100:3
7) 1 Peter 2:2
8) Psalm 18:2
9) Isaiah 55:12
10) Luke 19:40

11) 1 Peter 3:12
12) 2 Chronicles 16:9a
13) Psalm 63:7
14) Psalm 91:4
15) Job 38:19-21

of communication to

communicate, God has chosen different styles of

sally michael

The Inductive
Bible Study
Handbook

F O C U S S TAT E M E N T :

Figurative language in the Bible communicates spiritual truth
powerfully to our hearts, but it must be handled carefully.

16) Amos 4:4
17) 1 Kings 18:26-27
18) Matthew 5:29
19) Isaiah 55:12, 6-7

convey the truths we want to
to best convey the truths He wants us to

understand.

learn to read, observe, interpret
and apply the Bible

Deﬁne literal language:

Deﬁne ﬁgurative language:

Slogan Card
Some words paint
pictures of truth!
Deﬁne simile:

15B: Words Paint PIctures

Answering the questions, “Is there more than one way to God? Isn’t it enough to be sincere in whatever faith you choose?”
this lesson emphasizes the insufficiency of sincerity and highlights the need for truth—reliable, historical truth found
in a unified book, inspired by the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is necessary not only for salvation but also for
maintaining spiritual life and for knowing God’s will. It is also the sufficient source of truth, containing all we need for
salvation and faith, and must not be added to.

MAIN IDEAS

OPEN
MY
EYES

Images provided by Hemera/Thinkstock (background) and Chris Wright of handlettering.co (verse)

God is not a far-off distant deity, but He wants to be known by man. Therefore the Bible, the revelation of God Himself, was
written to all people and all generations. It is clear, written to be understood by ordinary people, yet the truths of the Bible
are spiritually discerned by the help of the Holy Spirit.

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to shame!—Psalm 119:31

Lesson 15: Observe: Figurative Language (Part 1)

The starting point of this curriculum is the truth of the authority of the Bible. Because the Sovereign God of the Universe is
the Author behind the authors of the Bible, the Bible is true in all its parts and completely reliable. The internal agreement
of Scripture gives evidence that this is a divine book, inspired by the Holy Spirit of the Living God. This first lesson ends with
the sober warning that God’s authoritative Word cannot be changed, questioned, or disobeyed without grave consequences.

Student In-Class Notebook Student and Teacher
and At-Home Journal
Resources

Student In-Class Notebook

Observe: Figurative
Language (Part 1)

Open My Eyes

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

Navigation Bar

Page 42

Deﬁne metaphor:

Open My Eyes © 2015 Next Generation Resources, Inc. Illustrations Children Desiring God

29

