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The Legacy of Prayer

What kind of legacy do we want to leave for our children? Often as we get older and anticipate leaving this 
world, we diligently make plans for what we will be leaving behind. Some people label their possessions 
indicating who is to receive them after their death; others make strategic investments calculating how much 
they will leave to their heirs; most people draw up wills signed by witnesses; some get all their photos in 
order; and on and on it goes. 

But how often have we thought through the spiritual inheritance we want to leave our children? Do we pray 
faithfully not only for them, but also for their children and our grandchildren’s children? What better legacy 
can we leave than prayers prayed for future generations? What better “mark” can we leave as we pass from 
this life into the next?

In this world our children face a formidable foe. Satan prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8). One of our children’s greatest defenses against Satan’s attacks can be our 
prayers. Our world seeks to destroy the faith, moral integrity, and values of our children. Our prayers can be 
an effective safeguard and hedge around them. 

Prayer is hard work—but it is also very rewarding. James 5:16b says, The prayer of a righteous man is 
powerful and effective. God has promised us great fruit from prayer, and yet we often neglect it. One reason 
that praying is hard is that we are easily distracted. For this reason, I have found it very helpful to pray with 
an open Bible. Many scripture passages can easily be turned into prayers. By turning key ideas in a passage 
into prayer topics, prayer can become both focused and very powerful. As we pray scripture, we discover 
God’s heart as revealed in His Word and we can confidently pray for God’s purposes.

This booklet has been written with the hope that you will not only faithfully pray for your children but also for 
the generations to come. It is intended to serve as a tool to help focus your prayers. The first section uses 
Psalm 1 to model praying through scripture. The second section includes 12 topics for prayer and some 
appropriate Bible passages for each topic. As you read the Bible, you may discover other passages that God 
lays on your heart for your children and their children. For this reason, some space has been left at the end 
of each topic for your own notes.

May God bless you as you strive for the faith of the next generations in your prayers,

Sally Michael 


