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To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children on Following Jesus 
Target Grade: 4th     Grade Range: 3rd - 5th     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
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What is the Christian life all about? For many children 
who grow up in a Christian home and attend church 
regularily, the answer may seem obvious. But is it? How 
well do our children understand the Gospel message? 
Have we simply assumed they are saved because they are  
well-behaved and do the right things—pray, read the Bible, 
memorize verses? How have we presented the concept 
of justification by faith alone? Do the children have the 
mistaken belief that they are earning their salvation 
through good works and good behavior? How have we 
presented sanctification? Do the children understand  
the importance of obedience to Jesus in the Christian life?

There are many important questions we need to examine 
in regard to our children, but we often make two common 
errors: The first error is that we assume our children have 
been presented with a clear explanation of salvation—
especially concerning justification—and we then assume 
they have responded in belief simply because they know 
how to “talk the talk.” Children often come to think that 
it is good behavior—or legalism—that makes someone 
a Christian. The second error is that we present children 
with a watered-down gospel—one to which it is easy to 
respond to because it makes no demands and carries no life-changing effect.

To Be Like Jesus carefully steers children down the true, biblical road of the Gospel message. Being a 
Christian is not a “to do” or “don’t do” list, but it is about having a real, heart-felt relationship with a living 
and reigning Savior and Lord. The Christian life is about having Jesus as your heart’s treasure and delight. 
This happens by grace alone, through faith alone, in Jesus alone. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;  
it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,  

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.—Ephesians 2:8-10

In To Be Like Jesus, children learn that the Christian life is not to be entered into lightly. It calls us to deny 
ourselves, pick up our cross, and follow Jesus. But Jesus assures His disciples that His yoke is easy and His 
burden is light! Jesus says that if we love Him, we must obey Him, and He promises that His commands are 
not burdensome. Jesus says that we must be faithful until death, and He pledges that He will keep us and 
bring us safely home.

And He said to all, “If anyone would come after me,  
let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.”—Luke 9:23

01. Vision Overview

Student 
Workbook 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God

      Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus 5I: The Gospel
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

• A Big Vision of God
• The Centrality of God in All Things
• Doctrinal Depth, Accuracy, and Clarity
• Faithfulness to the Gospel
• A Serious and Sober View of Sin
• A Scope and Sequence that Aims  

to Present the Whole Counsel of God
• A Rigorous Study of the Bible  

and Training of the Mind
• Personal Application that Encourages a 

Proper Response in the Mind, Heart, and Will
• Excitement for God's Global Purposes
• Maximizing Classroom Time with Biblical 

Teaching and Spiritual Discussion
• Assisting Parents in Discipling their Children
• Stewardship of Resources

Our Distinctives

Children Desiring God exists to spread a passion for the 
supremacy of God in all things so that the next generation may 
know and cherish Jesus Christ as the only One who saves and 
satisfies the desires of the heart.

We want millions in every generation to set their hope in 
God. To that end, we aim to fuel spiritual desire by producing  
God-centered, Bible-saturated, Christ-exalting resources, and 
by equipping parents and churches working in partnership to 
instruct the mind, engage the heart, and nurture the faith of the 
next generation.

Our Mission

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

02. Lesson Overview

Student 
Workbook 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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TO BE
LIKE  

JESUS
A Study for Children  

on Following Jesus
by  

Jill Nelson

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

TargeT grade: 4ThTo Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 6: Salvation: Chosen and Called by God Memory Verses: Ephesians 1:4; John 10:27
This lesson begins a series in how salvation is accomplished, applied, and worked out in the lives of God’s people.  
To begin with, God, by His sovereign will, has chosen whom He will save, from all eternity. God has not based His choices 
on any merit within us. Salvation is by grace—a free gift from God apart from works. Secondly, those whom God has 
chosen, He calls through the proclamation of the Gospel. God desires that the Gospel be proclaimed to all people.  
When God calls His chosen people, they respond in belief. 

Lesson 7: Salvation: New Spiritual Life Memory Verses: Ephesians 2:4-5
God gives new spiritual life through the work of the Spirit. Continuing through the order of salvation, this lesson presents 
the third step in salvation—regeneration. God chooses people and then calls them through the message of the Gospel. 
However, in our sinful nature, we are unable to respond to the Gospel in belief. We must be “born again.” Through the 
work of the Holy Spirit, God’s gives His people new spiritual life, drawing us to believe in Jesus.

Lesson 8: Salvation: Faith and Repentance (Conversion)  
Memory Verses: John 20:31; 2 Corinthians 7:10a

In this lesson, we strongly emphasize that salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Jesus alone. Faith includes  
a right understanding of certain facts about who Jesus is and what He has done, and a complete dependence on Him. 
Faith is always accompanied by repentance—a deep-felt sorrow and hatred of sin, such that you turn to Jesus and 
commit to follow Him.

Lesson 9: Salvation: Justification Memory Verses: 2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 5:1
In this lesson, we will attempt to truthfully, clearly, and compellingly communicate the deep significance of what actually 
happened when Jesus died on the cross. Because all people are guilty before God, we deserve God’s just punishment. 
Jesus died as an atoning sacrifice for sin in order to satisfy the justice of God. Justification is a legal act whereby God 
forgives sin, gives His people Jesus’ righteousness, and declares them righteous. Justification is by grace alone, through 
faith alone, in Jesus alone.

Lesson 10: Salvation: Adoption Memory Verses: Ephesians 1:4b-5a; 1 John 3:1a
In this lesson, students will learn that adoption is an act of God in which He makes someone His beloved child.  
Everyone who repents and believes in Jesus is made a child of God. God’s children enjoy a special and intimate relationship 
with Him and are heirs to all of His good promises. Therefore, it is fitting that, as His children, we should desire to live in  
a way that is pleasing to God.

Lesson 11: Salvation: Sanctification Memory Verses: Ephesians 4:24; 1 Peter 1:14-15
In this lesson, we will begin to help the students understand the meaning and importance of sanctification in the lives 
of God’s children. God requires that His children be holy and righteous, growing into the likeness of His Son, Jesus. 
Sanctification is the ongoing work of God in His children in which they strive to become more and more like Jesus.  
Just as good parents help their children grow up properly—providing them with all that they need—God helps His  
children grow up to be like Jesus.

Lesson 12: Jesus Says, “Follow Me” Memory Verses: 1 John 2:3, 6
In the previous lesson, we learned that sanctification is the ongoing work of God in His children in which they strive to 
become more and more like Jesus. In this lesson, we will introduce students to the important concept of Jesus as Master 
and Lord. Children of God are to be disciples of Jesus—recognizing His authority such that they submit to Him, learn 
from Him, obey His commands, and follow Him throughout their lives. Jesus teaches and instructs God’s children how  
to become more and more like Him.

Student 
Workbook 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
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To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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TO BE
LIKE  

JESUS
A Study for Children  

on Following Jesus
by  

Jill Nelson

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

TargeT grade: 4ThTo Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 13: God Gives His Children the Holy Spirit Memory Verses: John 14:15-17a
In this lesson, we will give the students a brief summary of the Person and work of the Holy Spirit, and how He helps  
God’s children in the process of sanctification. Every believer has the Holy Spirit dwelling within him to give understanding 
of the truths revealed in His Word, empower him to fight sin, encourage him in daily life, and give wise counsel in any 
situation. Children of God never outgrow their need for the Holy Spirit’s help. They need His guidance and help daily  
to grow in obedience to Jesus.

Lesson 14: God Gives His Children His Word Memory Verses: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
Along with the Holy Spirit, God has given His children His Word to help in the hard work of sanctification. The Holy Spirit 
and the Word work together helping God’s children grow so they become more and more like Jesus. All Scripture is  
God-breathed truth and teaches, rebukes, corrects, and trains in righteousness. The Bible teaches and instructs in all the 
things we need to know in order to trust and obey Jesus. It teaches us everything we need to know about God, ourselves, 
salvation, and Jesus and His righteous and holy ways that we are to follow.

Lesson 15: God Gives His Children the Gift of Prayer Memory Verses: Matthew 6:9-13
God desires to have an intimate relationship with His children. Prayer is the means by which God’s children come into His 
presence and speak to Him, growing in our relationship with Him. Although one lesson cannot lend itself to the vast scope 
and depth of the subject, we will focus on some of the key elements of prayer found as specified in the prayer Jesus taught 
His disciples. In it, we see these elements: addressing God with honor and respect, a desire to seek and submit to God’s 
ways, acknowledgement of our needs and asking for provision, confession of sin, and asking forgiveness. Prayer is to be 
the “norm” in the Christian life.

Lesson 16: Love God Most of All Memory Verse: Mark 12:30
The most important command highlighted throughout the Bible is this: Love God most of all. This is our greatest duty.  
God must have our highest devotion. He is a jealous God who will tolerate no competitors. Yet, this command to love 
God most is no joy-killer. What is utterly amazing is that our greatest duty toward God enables us to experience our 
greatest delight. In this lesson, we will emphasize the connection between loving Jesus and keeping His commandments,  
along with seeing these commandments as a pursuit of lasting joy.

Lesson 17: Worship God in Spirit and Truth Memory Verse: Hebrews 12:28b
In this lesson, we want to expand our students’ understanding of biblical worship. This understanding is one that is meant 
to encompass all the Christian life. Worship involves recognizing the truth about God and expressing a right, heart-felt 
response to Him—expressions of reverence and awe of God. Worship may be expressed to God through singing, words of 
praise, giving thanks, being quiet and humble, and more. God’s children are to worship Him at all times and in all situations.

Lesson 18: Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness Memory Verses: Ephesians 5:8b-10
Jesus tells His disciples to long for righteousness—always seeking to do what is pleasing to God. Through the Bible, God 
guides us in what is righteous in every situation. Doing what is pleasing to God brings about happiness and contentment. 
In this lesson, we not only point to the need for Christ’s righteousness in our lives, but also the necessity to grow in 
discernment of what is right to do in every situation, thereby providing students with practical application in what it means 
to walk in righteousness.

Lesson 19: Trust God in All Circumstances Memory Verses: Philippians 4:5b-6
This lesson begins by highlighting how God has provided His children with their greatest need by sending Jesus to die.  
God is a sovereign heavenly Father who continually watches over His children and provides for their every need.  
He is completely trustworthy. Jesus commands His disciples to trust God daily for every need and in every situation.
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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TO BE
LIKE  

JESUS
A Study for Children  

on Following Jesus
by  

Jill Nelson

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

TargeT grade: 4ThTo Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 20: Be Content Memory Verse: Hebrews 13:5
God knows our every need and generously provides for His children. Everything we have is a gift from a good and 
generous heavenly Father. Therefore, Jesus wants His disciples to be content with what we have. True contentment 
means trusting God to provide for every need, being thankful to God for His provision, being happy and satisfied with  
what you have been given, and not being envious of what others have.

Lesson 21: Serve God with Your Abilities Memory Verse: Colossians 3:23-24
God has given His children a variety of abilities to be used in service to Him. Whatever work we do, it should be done with 
the mindset of serving Jesus. Service to God blesses us and is used by God to help others and further His kingdom. In this 
lesson, we want students to see this truth and be encouraged to live it out in very practical ways, knowing that they are still 
in process of learning and acquiring many diverse skills and abilities.

Lesson 22: Store Up Treasures in Heaven Memory Verse: Matthew 6:20-21
The parable of the rich man and his barns from Luke 12 is a sobering reminder about the riches of this world—in the 
end, they do not provide comfort, security, or true happiness. In this lesson, we point students to treasures that do 
provide lasting comfort, security, and happiness. Jesus commands us to strive to lay up heavenly, imperishable treasures 
that come through loving, trusting, and obeying Christ. Just like us, our students have a harder time recognizing and 
appreciating these treasures, as they are often unseen and cannot be fully experienced until heaven. But they are more 
real and immeasurably more satisfying than any earthly treasure.

Lesson 23: Guard Your Heart Memory Verse: Proverbs 4:23
Jesus’ disciples are to be vigilant in guarding against the indwelling influence of sin and Satan’s temptations. In this 
lesson, we will begin by using a clever story told in Africa that very pointedly highlights the necessity of guarding our hearts 
from even seemingly “little” sins. Jesus wants His disciples to be watchful, pay close attention, and never let our guard 
down—so that sin can’t take hold, grow in influence, and rule over us. God has given His children everything they need to 
guard their hearts against sin and Satan.

Lesson 24: Obey and Honor Your Parents Memory Verses: Ephesians 6:1-3a
The parent-child relationship is vitally important, especially when seen in light of God’s good design and primary purpose. 
God is a perfect heavenly Father, and parents are to reflect God’s good and loving character to their children. God 
says that one of the important ways we learn what it means to love Him most of all is by honoring our parents, and for 
children to also obey their parents. In this lesson, students learn what it means to honor and obey their parents in a  
way that is pleasing to the Lord.

Lesson 25: Love Your Neighbor Memory Verse: Matthew 22:39b
Next to loving God most of all, the second most important command is to love your neighbor. Loving your neighbor 
involves treating him as you yourself would want to be treated. In this lesson, we will read and study the parable of the  
Good Samaritan and challenge the students to see how Jesus’ command to “love your neighbor” is binding and relevant 
for all our day-to-day interactions with others.

Lesson 26: Love Your Enemies Memory Verses: Luke 6:27b-28
Jesus commands His disciples to love our enemies. This includes praying for them, blessing them, and doing good 
to them. But it is important for us to see what loving our enemies actually “looks like,” especially for children who are 
particularly weak, vulnerable, and naïve. Therefore, in this lesson, we will explore the meaning of this command, and we’ll 
use the story of Corrie Ten Boom to highlight what love for her enemy looked like in the context of her situation.
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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TO BE
LIKE  

JESUS
A Study for Children  

on Following Jesus
by  

Jill Nelson

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

TargeT grade: 4ThTo Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 27: Forgive Others Memory Verse: Ephesians 4:32
In this lesson, we first emphasize these important truths: 1) We have all wronged God immeasurably because of our 
sin and 2) God forgives all who repent and trust in Jesus alone for salvation. This gives the students a better context, 
appreciation, and necessity for understanding Jesus’ command to forgive others. The parable of the unforgiving servant 
from Matthew 18 provides an excellent example of this logical progression of thought.

Lesson 28: Be a Humble Servant Memory Verse: Philippians 2:3
In this lesson, we will study Jesus’ command to humble ourselves, looking carefully at His own perfect example, so that  
we might understand and be encouraged to follow His path of humility. Even though Jesus is fully God, He had the 
mindset and actions of a humble servant. We are to follow Jesus’ example. We are to not to be selfish or self-centered,  
but look to the needs of others and seek to serve them. This is true greatness in God’s eyes.

Lesson 29: Be Merciful Memory Verse: Luke 6:36
God is merciful and wants His children to be merciful, too. Mercy sees people in distress, feels compassion for them, and 
acts to help them. Jesus set the example of mercy that His disciples are to follow. In this lesson, we will briefly highlight the 
story of the Samaritan showing mercy, and then look at various examples of how Jesus showed mercy to those in distress, 
giving us an example to follow.

Lesson 30: Give Cheerfully and Generously Memory Verses: 2 Cornthians 9:6-7
In this lesson, the aim is to give the students a fundamental foundation for giving their money, and how Jesus has designed 
giving to the church as a means of blessing His people and furthering His kingdom work. Jesus wants His disciples to give 
cheerfully and generously. The students will also be taught the importance of regular, thoughtful giving. God promises 
spiritual blessing for those who give cheerfully and generously.

Lesson 31: Care for One Another Memory Verses: John 13:34-35
Jesus never intended His disciples to live as lone, isolated believers. Every child of God belongs to the family of God— 
the church—and family life is to be experienced through our loving interactions with other Christians. The place where 
this is to happen with great intentionality is within the local church. In this lesson, we give students a picture of family  
life among Christians as we explore various “one another” commands in the New Testament.

Lesson 32: Seek for Lost Sinners Memory Verse: 1 Peter 3:15
Two short and simple parables—the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin—provide poignant illustrations of Jesus’ love for  
seeking after and saving lost sinners. Jesus wants His disciples to follow His example and look for opportunities to 
share the hope of the Gospel. Whether saved or unsaved, each student should be challenged in this lesson to see the 
desperate condition of lost sinners and the need for Jesus’ saving work. We want to encourage believing students to 
think in terms of the ordinary personal interactions they have in their everyday lives—looking for simple opportunities to  
express the hope that is within them.

Lesson 33: Go into All the World Memory Verses: Matthew 28:18-20a
Jesus commands His disciples to spread the message of the Gospel throughout the world. In this lesson, we challenge our 
students to see the role that Jesus’ disciples now have to participate in this ongoing mission, either as those who will go  
or those who will help others to go. No Christian is exempt from this awesome privilege and responsibility. Our desire 
should be to fan the flames of the worldwide mission of Christ in such a way that our students are encouraged to be 
actively engaged in this endeavor, even now.

Student 
Workbook 

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson, Illustrations Children Desiring God To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson, Illustrations Children Desiring God12 13

Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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TO BE
LIKE  

JESUS
A Study for Children  

on Following Jesus
by  

Jill Nelson

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

TargeT grade: 4ThTo Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 34: Let Your Light Shine Memory Verse: Matthew 5:16
Jesus’ disciples are to be like lights that shine and draw attention to the greatness and worth of Jesus. We should look 
for opportunities to do good deeds and speak words of hope. This will not be an easy road for our students to follow,  
but nonetheless, it is what Christ commands of His disciples. In this lesson, we want to not only explore the meaning  
of this command, but also offer the students practical examples by posing a variety of situations in which to let their  
lights shine before men. 

Lesson 35: Rejoice in Persecution Memory Verses: Matthew 5:11-12a
Christians will suffer persecution for their faith to one degree or another, if not now, then later. Therefore, it is wise for us 
to be proactive and give our students a biblical perspective on persecution and suffering—one that does not serve to 
scare, but to encourage. For the child of God, suffering is temporary and cannot compare with the everlasting joy to be 
experienced in the future. Therefore, Jesus commands us keep this perspective and rejoice in our sufferings. 

Lesson 36: Lose Your Life to Gain Your Life Memory Verses: Luke 9:23-24
Jesus’ call to deny yourself, pick up your cross, and follow Him is an imperative truth that our students must understand. 
Jesus’ call to lose your life in order to truly gain it must be understood with all of its obligations and rich rewards. In this 
lesson, we will explore the meaning of the these two calls from Jesus, and then point to the life of Eric Liddell, to show how 
God led and empowered him little by little, step by step, to fully surrender his life to Christ.

Lesson 37: Salvation: Perseverance of Believers Memory Verse: Philippians 1:6
The past 21 lessons have all be aimed at exploring sanctification by looking at specific commands that direct  
God’s children toward walking in godliness, becoming more and more like Jesus. This lesson and the next direct the 
students back to the elements of salvation that have yet to be completed. In this lesson, we will focus on the assurance 
of the perseverance of believers. It is an important biblical truth that many Christians struggle with: “Am I really a  
Christian? What if I walk away from the Lord?” Through the texts presented, the aim is to give those who are truly trusting 
in Christ an unshakable confidence that He is faithful and will bring their salvation to completion. At the same time,  
our hope should be that every student also spends time in sober reflection, thinking about whether or not he is trusting  
in Christ for salvation. 

Lesson 38: Salvation: Death and Glorification Memory Verses: Philippians 3:20-21
In this lesson, we want to acknowledge the reality and pain of death, while also pointing to the hope and glories that await 
God’s people. For the Christian, God uses the death of the physical body as a means of completing his salvation. Jesus has 
promised to transform His people and give them glorified bodies after death. Glorification is the final step of salvation in 
which God makes His children perfectly righteous and holy like Jesus.

Lesson 39: Glorifying God Forever Memory Verse: Psalm 86:12
We began this study with the truth that we were created in a special way for a special purpose. Namely, we have been 
created in the image and likeness of God so that we might glorify God forever. The final goal of salvation is God enabling 
His people to glorify Him in all our thoughts, feelings, and actions—all of the time. In this lesson, the students will be led  
to see that glorifying God forever means seeing and knowing the greatness and worth of Jesus as we were meant to  
see and know Him, giving Jesus the full love, praise, honor, thanks, and worship He deserves. 

Lesson 40: Come, Look, Abide Memory Verse: John 15:5
This final lesson is meant to be a loving plea with the students to take to heart what has been taught over the year.  
In one way or another, they all have responded to the truth, either in belief or unbelief. May the lesson serve to draw  
any unbelievers to come to Jesus for salvation. May it serve to remind believers to continually come to Jesus, look to Him, 
and abide with Him daily.

Please visit www.childrendesiringGod.org to find more information about To Be Like Jesus, review 
curriculum samples, see the entire line of curriculum from Children Desiring God, or place an order  
for your church or home.

Student 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Classroom Kit
ORDER ONE PER CLASSROOM 
(AVAILABLE IN PRINT OR ELECTRONIC FORMATS)

This kit contains the basic tools you need to start teaching  
this curriculum. 

Customers choosing the electronic format will download a  
PDF file of each resource. Licensing details can be found at  
www.childrendesiringGod.org/about/faqs.php. Please note: the 
electronic Classroom Kit does not include the Student Workbook 
file (separate licenses are available).

Each kit contains one copy of the following:

A. Teacher’s Guide 
Contains the curriculum introduction with teaching instructions,  
40 lessons and an appendix with further teacher resources. 

Print Format: choose from a 3-ring binder or spiral bound.

B. Student Workbook 
Workbooks help children apply lesson truths to their own 
heart. Includes lesson overview, memory verse/s, application 
questions, and activities such as short answer writing, filling in 
blanks, decoder puzzles, crosswords and coloring.

Print Format: printed in black and white and spiral bound.

C. Curriculum Resources 
Includes printable PDFs of the Visual Packet, Growing in 
Faith Together pages, Classroom Handouts, Optional Activity 
Handouts, Verse Cards, the curriculum logo, substitute teacher 
resources, and a reference copy of the Student Workbook.

Print Format: DVD with printable files

D. Verse Cards 
Pocket-sized cards are used to encourage Bible memory. 
Features the memory verse/s for each lesson. 

Print Format: printed in black and white on heavy cardstock and 
bound with a metal ring.

Student Workbook
ORDER ONE PER STUDENT 
(AVAILABLE IN PRINT OR ELECTRONIC FORMATS)

B. Recommended for every student to use in the classroom. 
Workbooks help children apply lesson truths to their own 
heart. Includes lesson overview, memory verse/s, application 
questions, and activities such as short answer writing, filling in 
blanks, decoder puzzles, crosswords and coloring.

Print Format: printed in black and white and spiral bound.

To Be Like Jesus is written to be taught to elementary students over 40 weeks in a Sunday school 
setting. The two main compontents of class time are the lesson—25-35 minutes, and the application  
time—15-30 minutes. Directions for adapting the curriculum to different time frames or settings such as a 
private school or in the home are included. The main teacher or team leader for the class should begin with a 
Classroom Kit as well as a Student Workbook for each student attending the class.

What You Need to Start

03. Resources Available
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God

      Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus 5I: The Gospel
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
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Teacher’s Guide
ORDER ONE FOR EACH ADDITIONAL TEACHER  
OR SMALL GROUP LEADER  
(AVAILABLE IN PRINT OR ELECTRONIC FORMATS)

A. Each co-teacher, small group leader and team leader 
should have their own copy of the curriculum to study 
and pray through as they prepare to minister to the 
children under their care. The Teacher’s Guide (which 
is also included in the Classroom Kit) contains the 
curriculum introduction with teaching instructions, 40 
lessons and an appendix with further teacher resources. 

Print Format: choose from a 3-ring binder or spiral bound.

Visuals Packet
ORDER ONE IF YOU WOULD LIKE PRINTED VISUALS 

B.  Visuals help capture and retain the students’ attention 
during the lesson and demonstrate more complicated 
concepts. The Visuals Packet contains a full printed set 
(238 pages) of the lesson visuals. (The visuals are also 
available as PDF files in the Curriculum Resources if you 
prefer to print them yourself.)

Print Format: printed in color on 8.5 by 11 inch cardstock.

Growing in Faith Together  
Booklets (Set of 10)
ORDER ONE BOOKLET PER STUDENT OR FAMILY

C. The Growing in Faith Together: Parent and Child 
Resource Pages are packaged together to be given 
to parents at the beginning of the year. This saves 
administrative time for church staff and/or teacher and 
provides parents with a valuable tool to aid in discussion 
about the lessons as well as easy review. (The GIFT pages 
are also available as PDF files in the Curriculum Resources 
if you prefer to print them for or email them to parents.)

Print Format: printed in black and white and spiral bound.

Verse Cards
ORDER ONE PER STUDENT OR FAMILY 

D. Verse cards provide a handy tool for students to use to 
memorize the verses that they are learning each week. 

Print Format: printed in black and white on heavy 
cardstock and bound with a metal ring.

Depending on the size and structure of your children’s ministry program, as well as the teaching styles of the 
ministry team, you may need additional resources in order to accommodate co-teachers and small group 
leaders, or to better equip your students to memorize Scripture. The resources listed below are recommended 
based on these and other variable factors.

Additional Resources
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)
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 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

04. Lesson Sample 1
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

Each lesson is focused 
around several main 
ideas and passages 
of Scripture, which 
are highlighted in the 
grey box along with the 
memory verse.

Visuals and any 
preparation needed are 
listed and explained. 
Some visuals are 
available in the 
Curriculum Resources  
or in the printed  
Visuals Packet.

Other supplies—such 
as the small prize—may 
need to be provided  
by the teacher.

Supplies needed for the 
workbook or application 
time are also noted here 
if needed.

Teacher Introductions 
help teachers prepare 
their own hearts with 
a short devotional and 
prayer points.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Visua l s P r e pa r at ion

 Æ Good News 1-6 and The Gospel—Cut out and tape each of the six Good News 1-6 cards to The Gospel 
sign, making sure that the words “The Gospel” are still visible.

 Æ The Gospel: Salvation and Cross pieces are added to the Salvation Sign during this lesson. They both need 
to be cut out, and the Gospel:Salvation piece comes in two parts that need to be taped together. The diagram 
below shows the Salvation Sign with the pieces added during this lesson.

Op tiona l Acti v itie s

1. Gospel Song
 › Words and music to lead the class in a Gospel song 
(See Optional Activities section for suggestions.)

2. Bible Memory Activity
 › Choose a game or activity from the Appendix to help 
the students memorize John 3:16-17.

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
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how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

This space includes 
preparation and visual 
assembly directions, 
diagrams showing 
how to assemble more 
complicated visuals, and 
notes for the following 
week if advanced 
preparation is needed.

For classes with extra 
time, several Optional 
Activities are included 
in each lesson. Some 
supples are included as 
printable PDFs in the 
Curriculum Resources. 

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson 5

Large Group Lesson

Illustration

(Choose a student to come to the front of the class. Display the prize and tell the student 
that he can receive it by showing you his driver’s license. Then, ask the student…)

Why don’t you have a driver’s license? [He is too young to drive.] So that means that you 
can’t receive the prize. Getting the prize is beyond your ability. 

(Have the adult quickly stand up with his driver’s license in hand and say the following.)

Wait a minute. I have a driver’s license. What if I give [student’s name] my license? Will 
you accept that?

 • Take the driver’s license from the adult. 

 • Look at it briefly and state that you will accept this license on the student’s 
behalf.

 • Apart from the adult stepping in and offering his license, the student would not 
have been able to receive the prize.

(Give the student the prize and have him return to his seat. Then, display the  
Salvation Sign from Lesson 4.)

 • Sinners have a problem somewhat similar to this student.

 • We do not have what is required for receiving eternal life—the greatest prize of 
all!

 • We lack the holiness and righteousness God requires. This is millions of times 
more important than having a driver’s license.

 • Therefore, through our own efforts, eternal life is out of reach.

 But what did we learn about Jesus in the last lesson? [Jesus is holy and righteous. 
He perfectly obeyed God and was without sin. He did everything required by God to 
receive eternal life.] That is good news for Jesus, but what about us?

(Have a Sword Drill with John 3:16-17. Choose a student to read verse 16 and another to 
read verse 17.)

John 3:16—For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 According to this verse, what did God give to the world so that we could receive 
eternal life? [His Son, Jesus] Why did God do this? [because He loved the world—He 
loves His sinful people] 

PRIZE, ADULT WITH 
DRIVER'S LICENSE

SALVATION SIGN
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 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Workbook 

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson, Illustrations Children Desiring God To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson, Illustrations Children Desiring God12 13

Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God

      Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus 5I: The Gospel
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

Lessons start with an 
introductory illustration 
which prepares children 
for the lesson focus 
and lays a foundation 
for what will be taught. 
Ideas are conveyed  
with concrete, “real  
life” examples. 

When visuals from the 
Curriculum Resources 
are used, thumbnails or 
notes are included in the 
margin so teachers can 
easily see what needs to  
be displayed.
Teacher provided  
visuals or supplies are 
also mentioned here 
when needed. 

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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John 3:17—For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

 What does the word “condemn” mean? [to pronounce someone guilty and then 
punish them] God would be right to condemn every one of us to death and hell. But 
God loves us and desires to save sinners.

 • We lack the holiness and righteousness required to receive eternal life—that is 
our greatest need.

 • We deserve God’s condemnation—that is our greatest problem.

 • Jesus came into the world to provide for our greatest need and solve our 
greatest problem. 

This is the greatest news of all! It is the good news of the Gospel. The Gospel is the 
good news that there is salvation for sinners in Jesus!

(Tape the Gospel: Salvation visual at the top and center of the Salvation Sign.)

How does Jesus save sinners? What has Jesus done?

(Tape The Gospel visual—with the Good News 1-6 cards attached—to the wall. Then, 
choose students to come one at a time and remove the Good News 1-6 cards from The 
Gospel visual. The cards should be read in order from 1-6.)

Good News 1: “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
—Luke 19:10

 • Jesus did not come and hide out to try to avoid sinful people. He came and 
purposely sought out sinners in order to save them.

(On the whiteboard, begin making a list of short summary statements after each verse is 
read.)

The Gospel = Jesus came to… 
       Seek sinners

Good News 2: “…by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.” 
—Romans 5:19b

 • Jesus came to live a life of perfect obedience so that God’s people could be 
made righteous. [Make us righteous on board]

Good News 3: “…the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and give his 
life as a ransom for many.”—Matthew 20:28

 • Jesus came to serve sinners by giving up His life—receiving the condemnation 
we deserve. [Give up His life]

TAPE, GOSPEL: 
SALVATION VISUAL 

(WITH THE GOOD 
NEWS 1-6 CARDS 
ATTACHED), AND 

THE SALVATION SIGN

WHITEBOARD AND 
MARKERS

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
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a teacher will use to 
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lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Workbook 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

Teachers are 
encouraged to lead 
children to discover 
concepts through the 
interactive lessons. A 
variety of illustrations 
and different types of 
content within each 
lesson appeals to visual, 
auditory and kinaestheic 
learning styles.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson 5

Good News 4: “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses…”—Ephesians 1:7a

 • Jesus came to die on the cross so that our sins would be forgiven. [Forgive sinners]

Good News 5 “…while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son…”—Romans 5:10a 

 • “Reconciled” means to bring about a peaceful, happy relationship where there 
wasn’t one before.

 • Sinners are enemies to God. Sinful people are fighting against God and His ways.

 • Jesus came to die so that sinners could be reconciled to God—becoming His 
beloved people instead of His enemies. [Reconcile to God]

Good News 6: “…I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live,”—John 11:25b

 • After Jesus’ death for sinners, He rose from the dead. That’s what “resurrection” 
means.

 • Jesus came so that His people might also be resurrected. 

 • Jesus came so that His people can enjoy eternal life with God. [Give eternal life]

(The summary on the whiteboard should look as follows.)

The Gospel = Jesus came to… 
       Seek sinners 
       Make us righteous 
       Give up His life 
       Forgive sinners 
       Reconcile us to God 
       Give eternal life

(Point to the three pictures now revealed on The Gospel visual. Explain that the three 
pictures represent three keys to understanding the Gospel, showing what Jesus did in 
order to save sinners.)

Commandments—  
Jesus perfectly obeyed God in everything He thought, felt, and did. He was holy 
and righteous. Jesus accomplished what His people could not.

Cross— 
Jesus died on the cross in place of His sinful people, so that we could be forgiven.

Empty tomb— 
Jesus rose from the dead, so that His people will receive eternal life also.

WHITEBOARD AND 
MARKERS
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PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
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To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God

      Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus 5I: The Gospel
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

Suggested wording 
for the teacher to 
use for complicated 
or important ideas is 
formatted in italics.

Tips for working with 
visuals, interacting 
with the children, and 
explaining challenging 
concepts are included  
in parenthesis through 
out the lesson.

Points for teachers to 
convey in their own 
words is provided in 
plain text.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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(Tape the Cross visual across Jesus’ chest on the Salvation Sign.

So, how does a sinner receive this good news? Does everybody in the world get 
saved by what Jesus has done? Or do you have to do something special? 

Here is what Jesus said,

(Read Mark 1:15 to the students.)

Mark 1:15—…“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel.”

 • Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: repent and believe in the 
Gospel.

 • A person must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

(Explain that the students will learn more about what it means to truly repent and believe 
in their small group discussion time and in future lessons.)

Small Group Application
Choose one or more of the following suggestions for interacting with the students during this time.

Workbook

Have the students imagine the following scenario:

You are goofing around with a friend in a store and you knock over and break a very 
expensive object. It is clearly your fault. The cost of the object is beyond anything you could 
pay for. An angry looking store manager begins walking toward you. What would you expect 
him to say and do? What would you desperately hope and want to happen instead? How is 
our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably worse than breaking an expensive 
object? Can we possibly “pay for” our sin and make things right with God? Why not? 

Instruct the students to complete “The Bad News” portion of their workbook page using the Scripture 
references. (The answers are: sinned, death, wrath.)

How should this bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can ignore? If 
you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth?

Recall the story of the broken object again and ask:

What would you desperately hope to happen when the angry store manager approaches 
you? What would you consider to be “good news” in this situation? How is the good news of 
the Gospel immeasurably better than being forgiven for a broken object?

CROSS VISUAL, TAPE, 
AND SALVATION SIGN

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

Scripture is highlighted 
in the lesson with bold 
italic text, but teachers 
and students are 
encouraged to use their 
Bible during the lesson.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
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Lesson 5

Have the students use the letter key to complete “The Good News” portion of the workbook page. Do you 
believe that this good news is for you? (The answers are: seek, life, forgive, righteous, eternal, God.)

Jesus Commands Us to Believe in Him

Review today’s memory verse from John 3:16-17. Point out that verse 16 is a verse that is often used to 
summarize and explain the Gospel.

If someone asked you what this verse means, what would you tell them? How would you 
explain verse 17? What is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good news? 
What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal life? What does it mean to 
“believe” in Jesus? Does it mean to simply know true things about Him? (Give an example 
of the difference: People who know true things about the ability of airplanes but will not 
travel in one because they don’t really trust it.) “Believe in” includes trusting, depending 
on, being confident in who Jesus is, what He has done, and all that He has promised to do. 
What might true belief in Jesus look like in someone’s life? Can you give any examples of 
people in the Bible who believed in Jesus? How did belief in Jesus change them?

Jesus Commands Us to Repent

Review Mark 1:15.

What does it mean to “repent”? (Give an example by reading one or both of the following: 
Luke 15:17-18 and Luke 18:10-14.) True repentance involves humbly recognizing your sin 
against God, hating it and wanting to have nothing more to do with it, knowing that you 
desperately need forgiveness, and then turning to Jesus for help. Sometimes people don’t 
like the “repent” part of salvation. Why do you think Jesus’ call to repent may seem harder 
than His command for us to believe in Him? What do we have to turn away from in order to 
turn to Christ in genuine faith? What do we have to admit about ourselves? Why don’t we like 
to admit this? 

Salvation is in Jesus Alone

Point out that many people in the world think there are different ways to a right relationship with God.

Some religions teach that you must do more good things than bad things. Some say you 
must perform a list of certain things. Some say you must trust in someone other than Jesus. 
Some even say that salvation is through Jesus, plus doing good works. Are any of these 
true?

Read and talk about Acts 4:12—“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name [Jesus] 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” and Ephesians 2:8-9—“For by grace you 
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, 
so that no one may boast.” 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
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Teacher’s  
Guide
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To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

Small group leaders 
are provided with a 
variety of questions 
and discussion starters 
to help students to 
transition the truths 
learned from their  
head to their heart. 
These truths are  
applied to the students’ 
lives in practical ways.
Application is best  
done in groups of  
4-8 students.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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What is the only way to be saved? Are you trusting in Jesus alone for salvation, or are you 
trusting in something/someone else?

Jesus Wants Us to Tell Others about the Gospel

Did something really special happen to any of you this past week? Did you share that good 
news with anyone else?

Point out that when something really good happens to us, we like to share it with others by telling them 
about it.

What news is the best news of all? Why is the Gospel the best news that anyone could hear? 
Do you know of someone who needs to hear this good news? What is the main way in which 
God spreads the Gospel throughout the world? [through local churches; Christians talking 
with friends and neighbors; missionaries going to other countries; etc.] Has God given you 
opportunities to share the Gospel in some way?

Read and talk about a verse such as 1 Peter 3:15—“…in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always 
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do 
it with gentleness and respect.”

Why can sharing this good news sometimes feel scary to us? What could help us overcome 
this? Have a time of prayer with the students.

Optional Activities 

1. Gospel Song
Lead the students in singing a Gospel song. On a whiteboard or large sheets of paper write out the 
words (preferably do this before class). Before singing it, carefully read through the words and see if 
the students can identify specific Gospel truths. Recommended songs to choose from: The Power 
of the Cross (Keith Getty and Stuart Townend); All I Have Is Christ (Jordan Kauflin); I Will Glory in My 
Redeemer (Steve and Vikki Cook); To God Be the Glory (Fanny Crosby); Hallelujah, What a Savior 
(Philip Bliss).

2. Bible Memory Activity
Choose a game or activity from the Appendix to help the students memorize John 3:16-17.

Send Home
• Growing in Faith Together Page for Lesson 5 (one per student)

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

Optional activities help 
children learn in more 
creative and interactive 
ways. These activities 
help review main ideas 
from the lesson and 
teach students the 
memory verse. 
There are a variety of 
activities designed for 
both small group and 
large group settings. 
These intentional 
activities include crafts, 
making puzzles, creating 
classroom displays, 
reading stories, playing 
games and much more.

Reminders of what 
needs to be sent home 
with the children are 
given to teachers.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org


Sunday School Curricula

 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one Visuals Packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

•  A printable PDF of  
the Visuals Packet is  
also included in the  
Curriculum Resources  
in the Classroom Kit. 

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God

LUKE 19:10 ROMANS 5:19b

EPHESIANS 1:7aMATTHEW 20:28a

JOHN 11:25bROMANS 5:10b

LESSON 5  //  GOOD NEWS 1 LESSON 5  //  GOOD NEWS 2

LESSON 5  //  GOOD NEWS 4LESSON 5  //  GOOD NEWS 3

LESSON 5  //  GOOD NEWS 6LESSON 5  //  GOOD NEWS 5

For the Son  
of Man came to 

seek and to  
save the lost.

...by the one 
man’s obedience 
the many will be 
made righteous.

5C 5D

...while we were 
enemies we  

were reconciled to 
God by the death  

of his Son...

...the Son of Man  
came not to be served 

but to serve and  
to give his life as a 
ransom for many.

...“I am the resurrection 
and the life.  

Whoever believes in 
me, though he die,  
yet shall he live,”

In him we have 
redemption through 

his blood, the 
forgiveness of our 

trespasses...

5G

5E

5H

5F
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Curriculum  
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To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God

      Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus 5I: The Gospel

THE GOSPEL

What You 
Need to Start

N
av

ig
at

io
n 

B
ar

Growing in Faith Together 
Parent and Child resourCe Page

lesson 5
To Be Like Jesus

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

Visuals include full color 
illustrations, pictures 
and signs that are used 
to teach or enhance 
parts of the lesson. 

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org


Sunday School Curricula

 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one Visuals Packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

•  A printable PDF of  
the Visuals Packet is  
also included in the  
Curriculum Resources  
in the Classroom Kit. 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one Visuals Packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

•  A printable PDF of  
the Visuals Packet is  
also included in the  
Curriculum Resources  
in the Classroom Kit. 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

Three larger visuals will 
be created and used 
during the study. All of 
pieces and backgrounds 
are included in the 
Curriculum Resources 
and the printed Visuals 
Packet for teachers  
to assemble. 

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org


Sunday School Curricula

 Student 
Workbook

  Student Workbooks 
reinforce lesson 
truths and encourage 
discussion and review.  
It is recommended 
that you store 
workbooks in the 
classroom during the 
year. Then, at the end 
of the year students 
can take the book 
home and continue  
to review the lessons. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook per 
student. Copies of a lesson 
can be made for visitors.

• If using the electronic 
format, purchase one 
license for each student. 
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Lesson 5 TO BE LIKE JESUS

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in Idea s

 • Jesus is holy and righteous—He did everything required to gain eternal life.
 • The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus.
 • The Gospel commands sinners to repent and believe in Jesus.

Memor y Verses

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.”—John 3:16-17

Scr ipt u re

 1) Matthew 20:28 4) Luke 18:10-14 7) John 11:25b 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 2) Mark 1:15 5) Luke 19:10 8) Acts 4:12 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 3) Luke 15:17-18 6) John 3:16-17 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b 12) 1 Peter 3:15

Apply W h at You’ve L ea r ne d

Look at the newspaper headlines on the next page. Using the Scripture references, fill in the missing words to find 
out more about “The Bad News.” Is this something you can ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change 
God’s truth? Why not?

Use the letter key below to fill in the letters to reveal “The Good News.” Do you believe that this good news is for you?

What does John 3:16 say you must do in order to receive eternal life? What does it mean to “believe” in Jesus?  
Does it mean to simply know true things about Him? “Believe in” includes trusting, depending on, being  
confident in who Jesus is, what He has done, and all that He has promised to do. What might true belief in  
Jesus look like in someone’s life? Can you give examples of people in the Bible who believed in Jesus? How  
did belief in Jesus change them?
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To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children on Following Jesus 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God

      Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus 5I: The Gospel
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

Each lesson has two 
pages in the Student 
Workbook. The first 
page provides students 
with the main ideas  
from the lesson,  
memory verse for the 
week, and Scripture 
used in the lesson.

The Apply What You’ve 
Learned section helps 
students think through 
what they have learned 
as well as guide them 
on how to complete the 
workbook activities.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org


Sunday School Curricula

 Student 
Workbook

  Student Workbooks 
reinforce lesson 
truths and encourage 
discussion and review.  
It is recommended 
that you store 
workbooks in the 
classroom during the 
year. Then, at the end 
of the year students 
can take the book 
home and continue  
to review the lessons. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook per 
student. Copies of a lesson 
can be made for visitors.

• If using the electronic 
format, purchase one 
license for each student. 

The second page 
contains an activity  
that relates to the  
lesson themes.  
Activities include short 
answer writing, filling in 
blanks, decoder puzzles, 
crosswords, coloring,  
and more.
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
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Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15
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 Growing in Faith 
Together: Parent and 
Child Resource Pages 
provide an overview of 
the lesson, questions 
and activities so 
parents can discuss, 
apply and reinforce the 
lesson material with 
their son or daughter. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• PDF files which can  
be printed for parents  
or emailed to them  
are included in the  
Curriculum Resources  
in the Classroom Kit.

• The Growing in Faith 
Together Booklets provide 
a preprinted, bound option 
and can be purchased in 
sets of 10 booklets.

07. Resources Sample 1
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Workbook 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

Parents are provided 
with the Scripture, main 
ideas, and memory 
verse as well as a lesson 
summary so they can 
learn more about what 
their child was taught. 

Prayer points provide 
direction to parents  
on how to specifically 
pray for the heart of  
their son or daughter.  
Each prayer point 
connects back to a 
theme taught in the 
lesson or an application 
question that was 
presented to the 
children in class.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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life? What does it mean to “believe” in Jesus? 
What might true belief in Jesus look like in 
someone’s life? 

 • Talk about Mark 1:15. Point out that true 
repentance involves humbly recognizing your 
sin against God, hating it and wanting to have 
nothing more to do with it, knowing that you 
desperately need forgiveness, and then turning 
to Jesus for help. Sometimes people don’t like 
the “repent” part of salvation. Why do you 
think Jesus’ call to repent may seem harder 
than His command for us to believe in Him? 

 • Point out that many people in the world think 
there are different ways to a right relationship 
with God. Some religions teach that you must 
do more good things than bad things. Some 
say you must perform a list of certain things. 
Some say you must trust in someone other 
than Jesus. Some even say that salvation is 
through Jesus, plus doing good works. Are any 
of these true? Read and talk about Acts 4:12 
and Ephesians 2:8-9. What is the only way to 
be saved? Are you trusting in Jesus alone for 
salvation, or are you trusting in something else?

Action Steps

Look up the following verses and fill in the missing words. Then use the words you found to complete the 
matching Gospel summary statement. This week, share a summary of the Gospel with your parents and 
siblings. Make sure to explain why the Gospel is such good news.

1. “For the Son of Man came to                         
and to save the lost.”—Luke 19:10

2. …by the one man’s obedience  
the many will be made    

                                                       . 
—Romans 5:19b

3. “…the Son of Man came not to be served 

but to serve, and give                           

                              as a ransom for many.” 
—Matthew 20:28b

4. In him we have redemption through his 

blood, the                                            ness  
of our trespasses,—Ephesians 1:7a

5. …while we were enemies we were 

                                              d to God by 
the death of his Son,—Romans 5:10a 

6. “I am the resurrection and the    

                        .  Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live,”—John 11:25b

1.                       sinners.

2. Make us                                           .

3. Give up                                            . 

4.                                             sinners.

5.                                         us to God.

6. Give eternal                             .

GOSPEL SUMMARY: Jesus came to…
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 Growing in Faith 
Together: Parent and 
Child Resource Pages 
provide an overview of 
the lesson, questions 
and activities so 
parents can discuss, 
apply and reinforce the 
lesson material with 
their son or daughter. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• PDF files which can  
be printed for parents  
or emailed to them  
are included in the  
Curriculum Resources  
in the Classroom Kit.

• The Growing in Faith 
Together Booklets provide 
a preprinted, bound option 
and can be purchased in 
sets of 10 booklets.

Student 
Workbook 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

The As You Walk By  
the Way section  
provides discussion 
starters and questions 
parents can review with 
their son or daughter 
to encourage not only 
“head knowledge” but 
more importantly, a 
“heart response.”

Action Steps are  
simple activities to  
help students live what 
they are learning in 
everyday life.

An activity to help 
students review main 
ideas and memory 
verses or apply the 
lesson to their lives is 
included at the end of 
each Growing in Faith 
Together page. 

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson 33To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

Often, when we hear the word “missions,” we immediately think of 
going out to other nations, cultures, and peoples with the Gospel. 
What we are less likely to think about and ponder is that we are 
all the beneficiaries of missionaries. We have the Bible in our own 
language because others heeded Jesus’ command to go into all the 
world and make disciples. We have a local church to attend, and 
pastors and elders because faithful disciples before us heeded Jesus’ 
command. From the time of Jesus’ command until now, the Gospel 
has increasingly gone out to every corner of the globe. So there is 
an important lesson for our students to learn in first looking back 
through history to see the purpose and faithfulness of Jesus building 
His church through the ongoing mission of His disciples. 

We also want to challenge our students to see the role Jesus’ disciples 
now have to participate in this ongoing mission as those who go, or as 
those who help others go. No Christian is exempt from this awesome 
privilege and responsibility. Our desire should be to fan the flames 
of the worldwide mission of Christ in a way that our students are 
encouraged to be actively engaged in this endeavor, even now.

Pray that the students would be truly amazed by 
the wonderful faithfulness of God and His people 
throughout history. Pray that God would be stirring in 
the students a lifelong desire to be active participants in 
Jesus’ great commission. 

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Love God Most Heart/Salvation 
Sign:

 › World Heart (33A, cut out)
• Footprint Clue (33B)
• Globe Clue (33C)
• People Clue (33D)
• Bible Clue (33E)
• First Church 1-3 (33F-33H, see 

Visuals Preparation)

 • Missionary 1-6 (33I-33N, cut out)
 • See Visuals Preparation:

 › Country 1-6—Front (33O-33T)
 › Country 1-6—Back (33U-33Z)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 33 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Unfrosted cake
• Frosting
• Spatula or butter knife
• Large world map (see Visuals 

Preparation)

 • Tape or mounting putty
 • Whiteboard and markers
 • For Application:

 › Optional photos of missionaries 
and tape (for each student)

M a in I de a s

 • Jesus commands His 
disciples to spread the 
message of the Gospel 
throughout the world.

 • All Christians are to 
participate in this 
mission—either by 
going or sending.

M emory Ve r se s

…“All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been 
given to me. 19Go therefore 
and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20teaching them 
to observe all that I have 
commanded you.” 
—Matthew 28:18-20a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Matthew 28:18-20
 2) Acts 1:8-9
 3) Revelation 5:9-10

Go into All the World
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 Teacher’s 
Guide 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

08. Lesson Sample 2

Student 
Workbook 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Resources
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Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Visua l s P r e pa r at ion

 Æ First Church 1-3—Cut out the First Church 1-3 visuals, and tape First Church 1 over Jerusalem on the world 
map. (Note: There two extra church symbols, which you could add along the Mediterranean Coast and over 
Rome, as indicated during the lesson. Or, you could use them later in the lesson to indicate where some 
of the missionaries from your church are serving.) Note: If you are planning to tape these visuals to a small 
world map, you will want to print the visuals smaller than the original size.

 Æ Country 1-6—Print the Country 1-6—Front & Back visuals double-sided. Countries are on the front, and 
church symbols are on the back. Cut out and hide the cards in the classroom before the students arrive. 
During the lesson, you will attach them to the world map (which the other church symbols are attached to) 
over the country indicated on the card, with the church symbol facing out. Note: If you are planning to tape 
these visuals to a small world map, you will want to print the visuals smaller than the original size.

Op tiona l Acti v itie s

1. Missionary Testimony
 › Arrange for a missionary from your church to come and 
share with the class. 

2. Missionary Stories
 › Read from a child’s missionary resource, such as: 
Window on the World: When We Pray God Works 
(Spraggett, Johnstone) and Hero Tales: A Family 
Treasury of True Stories from the Lives of Christian 
Heroes (Jackson).

Go into All the World
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 Teacher’s 
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 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Workbook 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org


Sunday School Curricula

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 311

Lesson 33

Large Group Lesson

Illustration

(Display the unfrosted cake. Choose a student to come and add frosting to the cake. 
Hand him the spatula and container of frosting, and instruct him to only put the frosting 
in a very small area on the cake—an area about 2 inches in diameter. Encourage him 
to add more frosting to that same small area, trying to stack additional frosting upward. 
Keep reminding him to not let the frosting spread beyond this area. After he has stacked 
as much as he can in this small area, have him stop and return to his seat. Make sure 
that the class can see the final results.)

Do you think that it would work to try and stack all of the frosting only in the center 
of the cake? Why not? Is this the way you are supposed to frost a cake? Why not?

(Point out that things like frosting are meant to be spread out over the entire cake. Frosting 
is not meant to be stacked in just one area. This illustration can help us understand a 
very important command that Jesus has given His disciples.)

(Display the Footprint Clue, Globe Clue, People Clue, and Bible Clue visuals. Explain 
that these represent four clues regarding this command. Based on these clues, ask the 
students if they can guess the command you are referencing.)

(Have a Sword Drill, dividing the class into two groups and assigning each group one of 
the following: Matthew 28:18-20 or Acts 1:8-9. Choose a student from each group to 
read the Scriptures.)

Matthew 28:18-20—And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” 

Acts 1:8-9—“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these 
things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. 

(Choose four students to come to the front and give each of them one of the clues visuals
to hold.)

 What words in these verses do you think that these footprints represent? [go]

UNFROSTED CAKE, 
SPATULA, AND 
CONTAINER OF 

FROSTING
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 Teacher’s 
Guide 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Workbook 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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 What words in these verses do you think this globe represents? [Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, the end of the earth (all nations, too)]

 What words in these verses do you think this picture of people represents?  
[all nations—people from every nation on earth (make disciples, too)]

 What words in these verses do you think this Bible represents? 
[teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you, be my witnesses (make 
disciples, too)]

(Have the students return to their seats.)

 • Jesus spoke these words to His disciples before He ascended into heaven 
about 2,000 years ago.

 • Jesus wants to spread the good news of His gospel throughout the world—just 
like frosting is meant to be spread over the entire cake.

 • Jesus commanded His disciples to do this spreading—taking His words, the 
Bible, in order to make disciples in every nation on earth. That includes every 
country, every race, every language, and every tribe or ethnic group. 

(Display the large world map, point to Jerusalem, and tape the First Church 1 visual 
over it. Explain that the very first disciples established the very first church in this tiny 
area of the world, just as Jesus had commanded. They preached the message of the 
Gospel and many Jews came to salvation in Jesus. The disciples continued to teach 
these new Christians about what it means to be a disciple and follow Jesus’ commands. 
But this church was made up of only one kind of people: Jewish people.)

Did the very first church and the very first disciples simply stay in Jerusalem? No. 
How do we know this? 

(Explain that the book of Acts tells about the travels of the early disciples like Paul and 
Barnabas as they went out from Jerusalem spreading the Gospel and establishing 
churches. Tape the First Church 2 and First Church 3 visuals on the map, going along 
the Mediterranean coast from Jerusalem to Rome.)

 But in Rome, Paul was killed. And all the other disciples that had been with Jesus 
also died in this area of the world. Is there any proof that the Gospel kept spreading—
even to places far, far away? (Allow students to respond.)

Activity

(Divide the students into groups of 3–6 students. Explain that each group will be given 
one of the color-coded Missionary 1-6 cards. They are to read the card, which tells of a 
missionary who went to spread the Gospel to a certain place in the world. Hidden in the 

LARGE WORLD MAP, 
TAPE, AND FIRST 

CHURCH VISUALS

MISSIONARY 1-6 
AND COUNTRY 1-6 

CARDS

Go into All the World
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• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson 33

room are Country 1-6 cards that correspond to the country of each specific Missionary 
card. After each group reads its Missionary card, have them search for the corresponding 
Country card—they must find only their group’s color. Give the students the signal to 
begin. The activity should not take more than 4-5 minutes. Note: If you have a small 
class, you could divide the cards differently, so long as they are all distributed.)

What is some proof that the spread of the Gospel did not end with those first 
disciples? These men and women, and thousands more in each new generation 
of Christians, went out to new nations and places all around the world. They are 
called missionaries because they are on a mission—a mission to spread the 
Gospel.

(Tape the Country 1-6 cards to the appropriate country on the world map with the 
church side facing out. Explain that since the time Jesus returned to heaven, He has 
given this same command to each new generation of Christians: “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations.” Hold the set of Missionary cards and point out that all of these 
missionaries are now dead, too, and have gone to be with the Lord in heaven.)

Do you think that the mission is finished yet? No, it isn’t. There are still places all 
around the world where millions of people have never heard the Gospel. There are 
places where no missionary has gone. And even when missionaries go to some 
of these places, they need to translate the Bible into the language that the people 
speak so they can read God’s Word for themselves. There are more than 1,800 
languages spoken that have no Bible translated in that language.

Illustration

(Have the students imagine that the entire class represents all the different languages 
in the world—there are almost 7,000 languages worldwide. Less than half of the class 
would receive the entire Bible in their own language. The other students would be left 
out.)

 Why is it so important that the peoples of the world have a Bible in their own 
language? (Allow the students to respond.)

 • The Bible is God’s truth and is necessary for knowing and understanding the 
message of the Gospel and how we must be saved (Romans 10:17).

 • The Bible is necessary for instructing Christians on how to live righteous 
and holy lives, growing in obedience to Jesus and His commands 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17).

(Hold up your Bible. Point out that the Bible was not originally in our own language, nor 
was the first church established near where most of the people of the world live today. 
Yet, because Jesus’ disciples long ago obeyed His command to “go and make disciples 

BIBLE
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Curriculum  
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To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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of all nations,” we have heard the Gospel message and have God’s Word in our own 
language.)

(Display the cake and frosting again. Begin frosting the entire cake.)

 • Jesus wants the Gospel to be spread out over the entire world. 

 • There are two main ways to obey Jesus’ command to go into all the world with 
the Gospel.

(On the whiteboard, write the following.)

Go somewhere 
Send someone

“Go” means being a missionary who actually goes somewhere to share the 
message of the Gospel to people of a different culture, and maybe even of a 
different language.

 What do you think “send someone” means? (Allow students to respond.)

 • Missionaries who “go” need special things in order to go. Jesus wants other 
Christians to provide those things. 

 • Missionaries need prayers, encouragement, and money to do the work of 
spreading the Gospel.

(Remove the World Heart from the pocket of the Love God Most Heart. Tape this smaller 
heart to the larger one.)

In the book of Revelation—the last book of the Bible—God gave the apostle John 
a glimpse of a song that is sung in heaven about Jesus…

Revelation 5:9-10—…“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10and you have 
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the 
earth.”

CAKE, FROSTING, 
SPATULA, AND 

WHITEBOARD AND 
MARKERS

WORLD HEART 
VISUAL, LOVE GOD 

MOST HEART, 
AND TAPE

Go into All the World
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.
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Together Pages
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson 33

Small Group Application
Choose one or more of the following suggestions for interacting with the students during this time.

Workbook

Help the student follow the directions on the workbook page, providing them with a photo of the 
missionaries to glue or tape on the page, if possible. Help them complete the About section. Talk about 
the challenges they may face living in this particular country and culture. Next, talk about ways you could 
pray for them, encourage them in some way, and even support them financially if applicable. (Or, you 
could communicate how the church uses some of the offerings to support their missionaries.) Have a time 
of prayer together.

Being Obedient to Jesus’ Command to Go Somewhere or Send Someone

Suppose every single person in our church decided that the only way to obey Jesus’ 
command to go into all the world was to go to a faraway place and share the Gospel. What 
would happen to our church? Who would support all of us and provide the money we need 
for travel, a new place to live, food and clothes, and everything else? Why is it good and wise 
that Jesus’ design is that some go and some stay and send? For right now, how could you 
show an openness to being a “goer” someday in the future? Do you take an interest in what 
God is doing around the world? Do you seek to learn about other countries and cultures? 
How can this be helpful? How could you be more involved in being a good sender? What 
is one thing you could do this week that would serve as an encouragement to a missionary 
family from our church?

Some Peoples and Countries Are Hostile to the Gospel

Point out that some places where missionaries go are very dangerous. There are places that outlaw the 
Gospel and places where you can be killed for being a Christian, or even for having a Bible. Recall the 
Missionary card for Nate Saint. Ask the students if any of them know more of his story. Explain that 
Nate and four of his fellow missionaries were killed by the very people they were trying to reach with the 
Gospel. The missionaries and their families knew ahead of time that the Auca people were very hostile to 
outsiders. They had killed others in the past—the missionaries knew that it might happen to them, too.

Do you think these missionaries were foolish to try to reach the Auca people with the Gospel? 
Should Christians only go to “safe” places?

Read Jesus’ words again from Matthew 28:18-20. Why is verse 18 important? Was the killing of the 
missionaries by the Aucas outside of Jesus’ authority and control? No. Explain that after the death of the 
missionaries, one of their wives went back with her young daughter in order to try and reach the Aucas 
with the Gospel (Elisabeth Elliot). This time, some of the Aucas responded to the Gospel in repentance 
and belief in Jesus!
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Curriculum  
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To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Optional Activities 

1. Missionary Testimony
Arrange for a missionary from your church to come and share with the class.

2. Missionary Stories
Read from a child’s resource such as Window on the World: When We Pray God Works (Spraggett, 
Johnstone) or Hero Tales: A Family Treasury of True Stories from the Lives of Christian Heroes 
(Jackson).

Send Home
• Growing in Faith Together Page for Lesson 33 (for each student)

Go into All the World
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one Visuals Packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

•  A printable PDF of  
the Visuals Packet is  
also included in the  
Curriculum Resources  
in the Classroom Kit. 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God

      Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus 5I: The Gospel
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org


Sunday School Curricula

 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one Visuals Packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

•  A printable PDF of  
the Visuals Packet is  
also included in the  
Curriculum Resources  
in the Classroom Kit. 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God

      Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus 5I: The Gospel
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To Be Like Jesus © 2017 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org


Sunday School Curricula

 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one Visuals Packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

•  A printable PDF of  
the Visuals Packet is  
also included in the  
Curriculum Resources  
in the Classroom Kit. 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
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Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15
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My name is Gladys Aylward.  
I was born in 1902. I went to be a 
missionary in Yangcheng, China.  
I opened an inn called, “The Inn of 
Eight Happinesses.” At the inn, I 
offered people food and a bed to sleep 
in. But better yet, I offered to tell them 
a new story that they had never heard 
before—the story of Jesus!

MISSIONARY: GLADYS AYLWARDMISSIONARY: DAVID BRAINERD

My name is David Brainerd. I was 
born in the northeastern part of the 
United States in 1718. Not far from 
my home lived Native American 
peoples who had never heard the 
gospel. Though I was young, God 
called me to bring the gospel to 
them. In the short time that I was  
a missionary, Jesus saved many 
Native Americans.
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My name is Amy Charmichael. I 
was born in 1867. I went to India and 
was a missionary there for 55 years. 
I worked to rescue abandoned and 
abused children. Many came to live 
with me and I shared with them the 
love and hope of Jesus. The people 
called me “Amma” which in their 
language means “Mother.”

My name is Nate Saint. I was born 
in 1923 and became a missionary 
pilot to unreached people groups 
deep in the jungle of Ecuador, South 
America. My friends and I wanted 
to preach the gospel to the Auca 
people. Although I was killed trying 
to reach the Aucas, after I died they 
did hear and respond to the gospel.

My name is David Livingstone. I was 
born in 1813. I became a missionary 
doctor and traveled through many 
miles of jungle and deserts in central 
Africa. I wanted to take the gospel 
where it had never been before on this 
large continent. Life was very hard.  
We were often sick with malaria and 
other diseases. There was danger from 
wild lions and cruel slave traders also.

My name is John Wycliffe. I was born 
in 1324. I was a teacher at Oxford 
University. I did not “go out” to preach 
the gospel, but I did send the gospel 
out. How? I translated the Bible into 
the common language of my country—
English. Ordinary people could now 
read the Bible! I also helped send 
missionaries out to spread the gospel. 

MISSIONARY: DAVID LIVINGSTONE

MISSIONARY: JOHN WYCLIFFEMISSIONARY: AMY CHARMICHAEL

MISSIONARY: NATE SAINT
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 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one Visuals Packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

•  A printable PDF of  
the Visuals Packet is  
also included in the  
Curriculum Resources  
in the Classroom Kit. 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
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http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
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 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one Visuals Packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

•  A printable PDF of  
the Visuals Packet is  
also included in the  
Curriculum Resources  
in the Classroom Kit. 
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
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Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15
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Sunday School Curricula

 Student 
Workbook

  Student Workbooks 
reinforce lesson 
truths and encourage 
discussion and review.  
It is recommended 
that you store 
workbooks in the 
classroom during the 
year. Then, at the end 
of the year students 
can take the book 
home and continue  
to review the lessons. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook per 
student. Copies of a lesson 
can be made for visitors.

• If using the electronic 
format, purchase one 
license for each student. 
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Lesson 33 TO BE LIKE JESUS

Go into All the World
M a in Idea s

 • Jesus commands His disciples to spread the message  
of the Gospel throughout the World.

 • All Christians are to participate in this mission—either by going or sending.

Memor y Verses

...“All authority in heaven and on the earth has been given to me.  
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you.”—Matthew 28:18-20a

Scr ipt u re

 1) Matthew 28:18-20 2) Acts 1:8-9 3) Revelation 5:9-10

Apply W h at You’ve L ea r ne d

Have your teacher or parents help you do the following: Find out information about a missionary from your church. 
Use your workbook page to write some important facts about the country or people group the missionary serves. 
For example, you might want to write how many people live there, what language they speak, and a few things that 
describe the daily life of the people there. If available, you could glue a picture of the missionary onto the page.

Think about the challenges they may face living in this particular country and culture. Next, think about ways you 
could pray for them, encourage them in some way, and even support them.

Suppose every single person in our church decided that the only way to obey Jesus’ command to go into all the world 
was to go to a faraway place and share the Gospel. What would happen to our church? Who would support all of us 
and provide the money we need for travel, a new place to live, food and clothes, and everything else? Why is it good 
and wise that Jesus has designed that some go and some stay to send?

For right now, how could you show an openness to being a “goer” someday in the future? Do you take an interest 
in what God is doing around the world? Do you seek to learn about other countries and cultures? How can this be 
helpful? How could you be more involved in being a good sender? What is one thing you could do this week that 
would serve as an encouragement to a missionary family from our church?
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15
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http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
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Sunday School Curricula

 Student 
Workbook

  Student Workbooks 
reinforce lesson 
truths and encourage 
discussion and review.  
It is recommended 
that you store 
workbooks in the 
classroom during the 
year. Then, at the end 
of the year students 
can take the book 
home and continue  
to review the lessons. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook per 
student. Copies of a lesson 
can be made for visitors.

• If using the electronic 
format, purchase one 
license for each student. 
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Lesson 33   

(place a picture here)

Ways that I could pray:

GO
 IN

TO
 ALL THE WORLD!

About:
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
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Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson Summary

Often when we hear the word “missions,” we immediately think of going 
out to other nations, cultures, and peoples with the Gospel. What we 
are less likely to think of and ponder is that we are all the beneficiaries 
of missionaries. We have the Bible in our own language because others 
heeded Jesus’ command to go into all the world and make disciples. We 
have a local church to attend, and pastors and elders, because faithful 
disciples before us heeded Jesus’ command. From the time of Jesus’ 
command until now, the Gospel has increasingly gone out to every corner 
of the globe. So, in this lesson, we first looked back through history, 
recalling several missionaries, to see the purpose and faithfulness of 
Jesus in building His church through the ongoing mission of His disciples. 

We also challenged the students to see the role that Jesus’ disciples 
now have to participate in this ongoing mission, either as those who will 
go, or those who will help others to go. No Christian is exempt from this 
awesome privilege and responsibility. Our desire should be to fan the 
flames of the worldwide mission of Christ in such a way that our children 
are encouraged to be actively engaged in this endeavor, even now. 

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would be truly amazed by the wonderful 
faithfulness of God and His people throughout history.

• that God would be stirring a lifelong desire in your child to be 
an active participant in Jesus’ great commission.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Read and talk about the following: Matthew 28:18-20;  
Revelation 5:9-10; and Romans 10:13-17. 

 • Suppose every single person in our church decided that the only 
way to obey Jesus’ command to go into all the world was to go to 
a faraway place and share the Gospel. What would happen to our 
church? Who would support all of us and provide the money we 
need for travel, a new place to live, food, clothes, and everything 
else? Why is it good and wise that Jesus has designed it so that 
some go, and some stay and send? For right now, how could 
you show an openness to being a “goer” someday in the future? 
Do you take an interest in what God is doing around the world?  

Go into All the World
Main Idea

 • Jesus commands 
His disciples to 
spread the  
message of the 
Gospel throughout 
the world.
 • All Christians are 
to participate in 
this mission— 
either by going  
or sending.

Memory Verses

...“All authority in 
heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 
19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all that  
I have commanded you.” 
—Matthew 28:18-20a

Scripture

 1) Matthew 28:18-20
 2) Acts 1:8-9
 3) Revelation 5:9-10
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 Growing in Faith 
Together: Parent and 
Child Resource Pages 
provide an overview of 
the lesson, questions 
and activities so 
parents can discuss, 
apply and reinforce the 
lesson material with 
their son or daughter. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• PDF files which can  
be printed for parents  
or emailed to them  
are included in the  
Curriculum Resources  
in the Classroom Kit.

• The Growing in Faith 
Together Booklets provide 
a preprinted, bound option 
and can be purchased in 
sets of 10 booklets.
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)

 

Curriculum  
Resources

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God. 41

Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)

To Be Like Jesus  ©  2017 Jill Nelson
Illustrations by Children Desiring God
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Do you seek to learn about other countries 
and cultures? How can this be helpful? How 
could you be more involved in being a good 
sender? What is one thing you could do this 
week that would serve as an encouragement to 
a missionary family from our church?

 • Point out that some places that missionaries 
go to are very dangerous. There are places 

that “outlaw” the Gospel, and places where 
you can be killed for being a Christian, or even 
for having a Bible. Should Christians only go 
to safe places? Read Jesus’ words again from 
Matthew 28:18-20. In what way does verse 
18 offer encouragement, even in these hard 
places? Can you think of other verses that would  
offer encouragement? (i.e., Philippians 3:8; 
Romans 8:31-39; and 2 Timothy 4:5-8)

Action Steps

This week, with your parents’ help, focus on a missionary from your church. Talk about the challenges this 
person may face living in this particular country and culture. Next, talk about ways you could pray for this 
missionary, encourage him or her, and even support this missionary financially.

WAYS WE CAN ENCOURAGE THIS MISSIONARY

COUNTRY THEY SERVE IN

MISSIONARY

WHAT THE MISSIONARY 
DOES IN THIS COUNTRY

FACTS ABOUT THE COUNTRY
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provide an overview of 
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and activities so 
parents can discuss, 
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lesson material with 
their son or daughter. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• PDF files which can  
be printed for parents  
or emailed to them  
are included in the  
Curriculum Resources  
in the Classroom Kit.

• The Growing in Faith 
Together Booklets provide 
a preprinted, bound option 
and can be purchased in 
sets of 10 booklets.
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Lesson 5   

 • for all have                        
        and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

—Romans 3:23

 • For the wages of sin is                        
   , 

—Romans 6:23a

 • ... the                        
           of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

—Ephesians 5:6b

The bad news...

The Good news!
The Gospel is the news that Jesus came to...

___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Luke 19:10)

Give up His  ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Matthew 20:28)

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  sinners. (Ephesians 1:7a)
Make sinners  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:19b)

Give His people  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  life. (John 11:25b)
Reconcile us to  ___ ___ ___ . (Romans 5:10a)
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Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

To Be Like Jesus
TargeT grade: 4Th    •    InTended Use: sUnday school    •    lessons: 40    •    esV

To Be Like Jesus Scope & Sequence © 2017 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Created in God’s Image for His Glory Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 10:31
The curriculum begins by teaching students that we have been created by God in a special way, for a special purpose.  
We have been created in the image and likeness of God with minds that think, hearts that feel emotions, and wills that 
make choices. This is so that we would know and honor God, love and enjoy Him, and trust and obey Him in all we do. 
This is our special purpose—to glorify God in all we think, feel, say, and do. We were created to live in relationship with 
God. His is the only relationship that can make us truly happy.

Lesson 2: Created to Be Holy and Righteous Memory Verses: 1 Peter 1:15; Romans 7:12
God created us in a special way so that we would glorify God. We glorify God by being holy and righteous in all our 
thoughts, feelings, and actions. God has given us His holy and righteous law and commands to show us what thoughts, 
feelings, and actions glorify Him. Because God is holy and righteous, in order to live forever with God, we must be perfectly 
holy and righteous—always treating Him with the honor and respect He deserves, perfectly obeying Him all the time.

Lesson 3: All Have Sinned Memory Verse: Romans 3:20
In order to glorify God, we must be holy and righteous. God’s commands show us that we fall short of this—we don’t 
measure up because we all disobey God’s commands. We are all sinners. It is impossible for us to gain eternal life through 
our own obedience. Every person is in desperate need of a Savior. Salvation is only possible through God’s provision.

Lesson 4: Jesus, God’s Holy and Righteous Son Memory Verse: Hebrews 4:15
It is impossible for sinners to receive eternal life through our own efforts. This is why God sent His Son into the world—to 
save sinners. Jesus is the holy Son of God. He is fully God and became fully man. He was without sin and obeyed all 
of God’s commands and glorified His Father in all He did. Jesus did everything God required for receiving eternal life. 
Therefore, Jesus is able to save God’s sinful people.

Lesson 5: The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus Memory Verses: John 3:16-17
The Gospel is the good news that there is salvation in Jesus. The Gospel is the good news that Jesus came to seek after sinners,  
make them righteous, give up His life for sinners, forgive sinners, reconcile sinners to God, and give His people eternal life. 
Jesus commands a special response to the Gospel: we must repent and believe in the Gospel in order to be saved.

To Be Like Jesus
A Study for Children  
on Following Jesus
To Be Like Jesus answers important questions about 
salvation and sanctification by explaining elements of the 
Gospel message, its purpose, and its promise. The study 
uses the order of salvation found in Romans 8:29-30, with 
particular emphasis on sanctification, to help children 
understand what the Christian life is all about and how 
this relates to salvation through faith alone.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 5To Be Like Jesus

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture. 
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take 
great care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined 
and shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved 
upon. The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. 
Embracing the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we 
can glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we will stress and summarize the core truths of Jesus’ 
Gospel. Although not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, 
acquainting students with these core truths will provide a foundational 
framework for future lessons. 

Pray that there will be renewed and deeper appreciation 
for the Gospel. Pray that God will be at work in the hearts 
and minds of unbelieving students so that they might 
consider the truth of the Gospel and repent and believe 
in Jesus for salvation.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Salvation Sign (see Visuals 
Preparation):

 › Gospel: Salvation (5A)
 › Cross (5B)

• See Visuals Preparation:
 › Good News 1-6 (5C-5H)
 › The Gospel (5I)

 • Growing in Faith Together Page for 
Lesson 5 (for each student)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Small prize (e.g. candy, snack, etc.)
• Adult with driver’s license (make 

sure he or she is prepared for the 
beginning illustration)

 • Whiteboard and markers
 • Tape or mounting putty

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
M a in I de a s

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required to 
gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the good 
news that there is 
salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel commands 
sinners to repent and 
believe in Jesus. 

M emory Ve r se s

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For 
God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved 
through him.”—John 3:16-17

S cr ip t u r e

 1) John 3:16-17
 2) Luke 19:10
 3) Romans 5:19b
 4) Matthew 20:28
 5) Ephesians 1:7a
 6) Romans 5:10a
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Mark 1:15
 9) (Luke 15:17-18; 18:10-14)
 10) (Acts 4:12) 
 11) (Ephesians 2:8-9)
 12) (1 Peter 3:15)
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Lesson Summary

“Gospel” is one of those words that, over the course of history and in 
various settings, has been reinvented and reinterpreted in a variety of 
ways. The church has not been immune to this reality. Sadly, this has 
yielded a gospel very different from the one presented in Scripture.  
But any lesser gospel is a dangerous one! Therefore, we must take great 
care in getting the Gospel right. The Gospel of Jesus is defined and 
shaped by essential truths that cannot be changed or improved upon. 
The Gospel of Jesus is the one and only means of salvation. Embracing 
the Gospel is also the one and only means by which we can glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever. 

In this lesson we summarized the core truths of Jesus’ Gospel. Although 
not entirely comprehensive in scope or depth, acquainting students 
with these cores truths will provide a foundational framework for  
future lessons.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that there will be a renewed and deeper appreciation for  
the Gospel.

• that God will be at work in the heart and mind of your child 
so that he or she will fully embrace the Gospel, demonstrated 
through genuine repentance and faith.

As You Walk By the Way

 • Recall (or imagine a scenario) when your child broke an expensive 
object. What was the consequence? What did he or she desire as 
an outcome? 

How is our sin toward a holy and righteous God immeasurably 
worse than breaking an expensive object? Can we possibly “pay for” 
our sin and make things right with God? Why not? How should this 
bad news make us feel about ourselves? Is it something you can 
ignore? If you pretend it’s not for you, will that change God’s truth? 
Review: Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6b; and 2 Thessalonians 1:9. 

 • Read John 3:16-17. If someone asked you what this verse means, 
what would you tell them? How would you explain verse 17? What 
is the bad news referred to in these verses? What is the good 
news? What does verse 16 say we must do in order to have eternal 

The Gospel: Salvation in Jesus
Main Ideas

 • Jesus is holy and 
righteous—He did 
everything required 
to gain eternal life.

 • The Gospel is the 
good news that there 
is salvation in Jesus.

 • The Gospel 
commands sinners  
to repent and  
believe in Jesus.

Memory Verses
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might 
be saved.”—John 3:16-17

Scripture

 1) Matthew 20:28
 2) Mark 1:15
 3) Luke 15:17-18
 4) Luke 18:10-14
 5) Luke 19:10
 6) John 3:16-17
 7) John 11:25b
 8) Acts 4:12
 9) Romans 5:10a, 19b
 10) Ephesians 1:7a
 11) Ephesians 2:8-9
 12) 1 Peter 3:15

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=32&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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