Sample Lesson

Lesson 9

To Be Like Jesus

Salvation: Justification
T e ac h e r I n t roduc t ion
M a i n I de a s

•• All people are guilty
before God and deserve
God’s just punishment.
•• Jesus died as an atoning
sacrifice for sin in order
to satisfy the justice of
God.
•• Justification is a legal
act whereby God
forgives sin, gives
His people Jesus’
righteousness, and
declares them righteous.
•• Justification is by grace
alone, through faith
alone, in Jesus alone.
M e mor y Ve r se s

For our sake he made him
to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.
—2 Corinthians 5:21
Therefore, since we have been
justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.
—Romans 5:1
Scripture

1) Luke 23:39-43
2) 2 Corinthians 5:21
3) 1 John 2:2a
4) Romans 5:1
5) (1 John 4:10)
6) (Hebrews 10:14)
7) (Romans 8:1)
8) (Romans 6:1-2, 11-13)
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Throughout history, we can find thousands of heroic examples of
men and women who willingly died for the sake of others. Some were
Christians, but many were not. Even now we hear the heartbreaking
stories of soldiers, firefighters, and police officers who die in the line
of duty. Students know this, and hopefully appreciate these great
sacrifices…but one death in history stands apart from all others. The
death of God’s holy and righteous Son, Jesus. It stands apart for so
many reasons, the main one being that Jesus’ death alone brings
about the justification of God’s sinful people. Therefore, our students
must be taught this essential doctrine. Salvation itself hangs on the
truth and meaning of justification. It is why the Reformation is still as
important today as it was 500 years ago. May our students join in the
ongoing biblical conviction that salvation is…
By grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ Jesus
alone.
In this lesson, we will attempt to truthfully, clearly, and compellingly
communicate the deep significance of what actually happened when
Jesus died on the cross, and why this matters to each of us today.
Pray that the students will see the death of Jesus in
a deeper and more profound way—seeing His wrathbearing, justifying work. Pray that any unbelieving
students would be irresistibly drawn to Jesus—calling
out to Him for salvation.
C u r r ic u lu m R e s ou rc e s

• Salvation Definition 5
(9A-9C, cut out)
• Cut out each of these visuals:
› Guilty (9D)
› Not Guilty (9E)
› Criminal Nametag (9F)
› Jesus Nametag (9G)
› Unrighteous (9H)
› Righteous (9I)

•• Punishment (9J)
•• Reward (9K)
•• 2 Corinthians 5:21 (9L)
•• Eternal Life
(9M, see Visuals Preparation)
•• Growing in Faith Together Page for
Lesson 9 (for each student)

Other Supplies

• Bible (English Standard Version)
• Large envelope (see Visuals
Preparation)
• Breakable but inexpensive, speciallooking object, such as a Christmas
ornament

•• Small paper bag
•• Treat
•• Paper plate
•• Tape or mounting putty
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Salvation: Justification
Vi s ua l s P r e pa r at ion

ÆÆ Eternal Life Envelope—Cut the margins from the Eternal Life visual and tape it to the front of a large envelope.
ÆÆ Recruit and prepare a student to help with the skit in the opening illustration.
O p t iona l A c t i v i t i e s

1. Worship Response (for the class)
››Words and music for a hymn of reverent praise for
God’s justifying work. (See Optional Activities section
for details.)
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2. Justification Activity (for each student)
››Justification Activity (OA-9)
››Scissors
››Plastic bag or envelope
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Lesson 9

Large Group Lesson
Illustration
PREPARED
STUDENT,
BREAKABLE OBJECT,
PAPER BAG, TREAT

(Have the prepared student come to the front and act out the following skit with you. Do
not tell the other students that this is a planned skit.)
[Student’s name,] I have a very important job for you today.
(Show the student the breakable object.)
This a very special and valuable [ornament]. It means a lot to me. I would like you
to hold on to it for a while. Be careful with it. It’s not a toy. If you do a good job, I’ll
reward you with a special treat. But if you ruin it or lose track of it, you will be held
responsible.
(Place the breakable object in the paper bag and give it to the student. He should take
it, walk a few feet away from you, throw the bag on the floor and then stomp on it several
times, making sure to break the ornament. You, in response, comment as follows.)
Oh, that’s okay. It’s no big deal. You couldn’t help it. Let’s pretend that it didn’t
happen. Here is the treat I promised you.
(Hand the student the treat. Then, pause for a moment and ask the class the following.)
Would this be a right response to what the student just did? Why not? (Allow a few
responses.)
•• If you were right in saying the object is valuable and very special, it would be
wrong to act as if ruining it were okay.
•• If you required it to be treated it in a certain way in order to receive a reward, it
would be wrong to give the reward when your instructions were ignored—you
would be untrustworthy and unjust.

GUILTY AND NOT
GUILTY VISUALS

(Display the Guilty and Not Guilty visuals. Ask the students if they know what these
terms mean.)
•• These terms are often used in a courtroom when someone who has been
accused of a crime—like stealing—is brought before a judge.
•• After hearing the evidence of what happened, a judge may decide whether the
person is guilty or not guilty of the crime.
Suppose you were the judge in [the student’s] case, and he had been accused of
disobeying me and ruining the ornament. Is there any evidence you would look at?

PAPER PLATE

(Pour the contents of the bag onto a paper plate.)
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Salvation: Justification

Could the student say that it was just a mistake or accident? Why not? [The class
saw him do it.] So what would be a right verdict: Guilty or not guilty? [guilty] That
would be just and right.
(Explain that before class you spoke with the student and instructed him to act this way in
order to help the class understand a very important part of salvation. Have the students
turn to Luke 23:39-43 in their Bibles. Choose students to read the passage.)

Luke 23:39-43—One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him,
saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving
the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”
42
And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
43
And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in
paradise.”
What is the context of these verses? What was happening? [Jesus was on the
cross along with two other men, one on either side of Jesus.]
•• In Jesus’ day, crosses were used for the punishment of certain crimes—crimes
in which the criminal was determined to be guilty and deserving to be put to
death.
Were the two men on either side of Jesus truly guilty? Were they receiving a right
and just punishment? Look at verse 41 again. [Yes, they were receiving the “due
reward” of their deeds.]
What about Jesus. Was He guilty of any crime? What did the one criminal say
about Jesus? Look at the end of verse 41 again. [Jesus had done nothing wrong.]
But what did Jesus promise one of the guilty criminals? [He would enter paradise.
He would receive eternal life.]
Isn’t that something like the me telling the student who broke the ornament,
“It’s okay. It’s no big deal. Let’s pretend that it didn’t happen. Here is the treat I
promised you”?
CRIMINAL AND
JESUS NAMETAGS
AND TAPE

78

(Explain that to understand what happened you are going to describe some important
truths that we have learned previously. Have a student and adult come to the front. Tape
the Criminal Nametag to the student and the Jesus Nametag to the adult. One by one,
quickly display the following visuals and ask the students to determine who should
receive each sign. Hand each person the appropriate sign to hold.)
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Lesson 9
UNRIGHTEOUS ,
RIGHTEOUS, GUILTY,
AND NOT GUILTY
VISUALS

Unrighteous → Criminal
Righteous → Jesus
Guilty → Criminal (Romans 3:23)1
Not Guilty → Jesus
Punishment → Criminal (Romans 6:23a; Ephesians 5:6; 2 Thessalonians 1:9.)
Reward → Jesus
So how did an unrighteous, guilty criminal end up receiving eternal life? That
doesn’t seem right or just.
(Display 2 Corinthians 5:21. Read the verse together. The student and adult should
remain standing with their signs.)

2 Corinthians 5:21—For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
(Explain that the verse could be summarized as follows.)
For our sake [God] made [Jesus] to be sin for us…so that in [Jesus] we might
become righteous before God.
• When Jesus died on the cross, something amazing happened that people could
not see with their eyes.
• God placed all the sin and unrighteousness of His chosen people on Jesus.
UNRIGHTEOUS AND
RIGHTEOUS VISUALS

(Take the Unrighteous visual from the student and give it to the adult. Take away the
Righteous visual from the adult.)
• Because Jesus took the sin of His people upon Himself, God now judged Jesus
as if He were guilty. Then God gave Jesus the right punishment.

GUILTY,
PUNISHMENT,
NOT GUILTY, AND
REWARD VISUALS

(Take the Guilty and Punishment visuals from the student and give these to the adult.
Take away the Not Guilty and Reward visuals from the adult.)
Stop and think about this for a moment: Jesus, God’s holy and righteous Son,
experienced—really felt in His body, mind, and heart—the fierce anger of God
at the all the sins of millions of people. This was immeasurably worse than His
body being beaten, flogged, having a crown of thorns cut His head, and having
His hands and feet pierced with nails. It was millions of times worse than a slow,
terribly painful death.
1. Supporting verses are listed in parentheses and are not meant to be read during this lesson. These verses were
introduced in previous lessons and are included here for the teacher’s lesson preparation.
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Salvation: Justification

(Read 1 John 2:2a to the students as follows.)

1 John 2:2a—[Jesus] is the propitiation for our sins…
•• The word “propitiation” means to fully receive and absorb God’s wrath at sin in
such a way that the punishment for sin is completely satisfied so God can now
show His favor.
And when it was over, what happened?
Because Jesus did all that was required for sin to be rightly punished, God said
something like: “That is enough. I am completely satisfied with what You have
done.” To prove this to be true, Jesus rose from the dead and received eternal life.
ETERNAL LIFE
ENVELOPE

(Take the Eternal Life Envelope, and place the visuals the adult is holding within the
envelope. Give the adult the envelope to hold.)
But what should be done with all the signs that were taken away? Here is what
God did because of what Jesus had done.

RIGHTEOUS,
NOT GUILTY, AND
REWARD VISUALS

(Hand the Righteous, Not Guilty, and Reward visuals to the student.)
So, in the end, was the criminal’s sin rightly punished? Yes, Jesus received the
punishment the criminal deserved. And Jesus gave to the criminal His own
perfect righteousness. Therefore, God judged the criminal “not guilty” and gave
him eternal life.
•• This is also true for every one of God’s chosen people—everyone who repents
and believes in Jesus.
•• There is a special word used in the Bible that refers to what happened when
God’s people are declared righteous because of what Jesus did for them.

SALVATION
DEFINITION VISUALS
AND TAPE
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(Tape the Salvation Definition 5 visual to the Salvation Definition.)

SEN BY GOD
THE GOSPEL CALL
NEW SPIRITUAL LIFE
CONVERSION
JUSTIFICATION
CHO
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Lesson 9

•• God’s chosen people are “justified”—made right with God—because of what
Jesus has done.
•• Everyone who repents and believes in Jesus is justified.
(Read Romans 5:1.)

Romans 5:1—Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Small Group Application
Choose one or more of the following suggestions for interacting with the students during this time.

Workbook
Have the students complete the word from the Salvation Definition. Then, use the letter key to complete
the missing letters.
Why would it be wrong for God to simply pretend that sin was no big deal? How does Jesus’
death on the cross show that God is right in punishing sin and forgiving sinners? Why is it
also important that Jesus gives His people His own perfect righteousness?
Have the students think quietly for a moment about this question: If you were to appear in a courtroom
today in which God was sitting as the judge, what verdict do you think He would pronounce over you?
What is your only hope and plea? Have a time of prayer together asking that God would make Himself
known, and Jesus would be treasured as the one and only Savior.

Justification Brings Peace with God
Give the students a brief and age-appropriate illustration of a time as a child or young adult when you
knowingly did something wrong and were anxious and afraid of your parents’ (or others’) response. Read
Romans 5:1 together.
What does it mean to have “peace with God”? What is the opposite of peace? Why does
justification bring about peace with God? What does it deal with once and for all? Do you
feel at peace with God, or anxious and troubled? How can we turn these thoughts and
feelings into prayers of thanksgiving and/or cries for help?

On the Cross, Jesus Bore the Terrible Wrath of God
Point out that many people believe that Jesus died on the cross for sinners. But they fail to understand
what His death actually included and what it accomplished. Have the students recall some of the terribly
painful things that happened to Jesus in His full humanity: He was beaten, whipped, nails pierced His

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Truth78.

81

Sample Lesson

Salvation: Justification

hands and feet, crown of thorns placed on His head, etc. Now read 1 John 4:10—“In this is love, not
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” Explain
that the word “propitiation” means that Jesus received God’s wrath so that the just punishment of sin is
completely satisfied. God will never pour out His wrath on His chosen people who are trusting in Jesus,
because he has already poured it out on Jesus.
Have you ever thought of Jesus’ death in this way? Should we be even more amazed at what
He has done for sinners? Could anyone else have done this? Why not? What would be a
proper response?

Justification is Once and for All Time
Explain that sometimes a criminal will appear before a judge, be given a “guilty” sentence, and will be set
free after a being in prison a certain amount of time. But a little while later, he will be back in court with
a new charge against him. The justification that Jesus accomplished means that His people will never
be judged before God with new charges leading to death and hell. Justification takes care of the guilt
for all past, present, and future sin. Read and talk about Hebrews 10:14—“For by a single offering he
has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified” and Romans 8:1—“There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

Justification Should Make Christians Long for Righteousness
Review 2 Corinthians 5:21.
Because Jesus became sin for His people—taking upon Himself all the sin and guilt of
God’s chosen people—does that mean that a Christian can go and do whatever he pleases
because sin doesn’t matter anymore—all is forgiven? What does the end of the verse say?
What are Christians to become? What does it mean to become the “righteousness of God”?
Read and talk about Romans 6:1-2, 11-13. Christians are to “become what we are,” striving to live holy and
righteous lives.

Optional Activities
1.

Worship Response
Sing together a hymn of reverent praise for God’s justifying work. Before singing, carefully read
through and discuss the words and explain what they mean. Some recommended hymns:
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (Watts)
Jesus Paid it All (Hall)
Nothing but the Blood (Lowry)
The Power of the Cross (Getty and Townend)
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Lesson 9

2. Justification Activity
Have the students cut out the visuals from the Justification Activity sheet along the lines. Then place
the Cross visual on the table in front of each student. Place one of the Me visuals to the left of the
Cross. Place the Jesus visual to the right of the Cross. Then, have the students look at visuals 1-6
and determine which visuals describe Me and which describe Jesus. Have them place the visuals
below either the Me visual or the Jesus visual accordingly. [Me = Unrighteous, Guilty, Punishment;
Jesus = Righteous, Not Guilty, Reward] Finally, have each student place the 2 Corinthians 5:21 visual
above the Cross. Read the verse together and instruct the students to move visuals 1-6 to reflect what
God did for sinners through the death of Jesus on the cross. Also, review Ephesians 2:8-9 and Mark
1:15. Students can take their visual pieces home in a plastic bag or envelope. Encourage them to use
these visuals to practice explaining what they have learned, to think about what it means for them,
and to explain what justification means to their parents or siblings during the week ahead.

Send Home
• Growing in Faith Together Page for Lesson 9 (for each student)
• Justification Activity (0A-9, for each student)
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6C–6D: Salvation Definition 1
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6E–6F: Salvation Definition 2
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6G, 7A: Salvation Definition 3
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7B–7C: Salvation Definition 4
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8D–8E, 9A: Salvation Definition 5
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9B–9C, 10A: Salvation Definition 6
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9D–9E: Guilty, Not Guilty
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9F–9G: Criminal Nametag, Jesus Nametag

Lesson 9: Salvation: Justification
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9H–9I: Unrighteous, Righteous

Death and
Experiencing
God’s Wrath

PUNISHMENT

Sample Lesson

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson.
						Lesson
9: Salvation: Justification
Illustrations Truth78.

9J: Punishment

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson.
Illustrations Truth78.

Eternal Life
with God

REWARD

Sample Lesson

Lesson 9: Salvation: Justification

9K: Reward

For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew
no sin, so that in him
we might become the
righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:21

Sample Lesson

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson.
Illustrations Truth78.

Lesson 9: Salvation: Justification

9L: 2 Corinthians 5:21

Eternal
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Lesson 9: Salvation: Justification

9M: Eternal Life

Sample Lesson

Lesson 9

TO BE LIKE JESUS

Salvation:
LESSON Justification
9
M a i n I de a s

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ca___ ___on

___ ___

a

legal

ac___

whereby God...

•• All people are guilty before God and deserve God’s just punishment.
•• Jesus
died as an atoning
sacrifice for sin in order
1.
___org___ve___
___ ___n.
to satisfy the justice of God.
•• Justification
legal
whereby
God
sin, gives His people
2.
g___ve___is aH___
___actpeople
___e___
___forgives
___’
Jesus’ righteousness, and declares them righteous.
r___gh___eo___
___. through faith alone, in Jesus alone.
•• Justification
is by ___ne___
grace alone,
M e m or y 3.Ve r s edeclare___
s

H___ ___

people

r___gh___eo___ ___

and

“No___

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
___l___
___”
beca___ ___e of
o___
wha___
___e___ ___5:21
___
mightG___
become
the
righteousness
God.—2
Corinthians
ha___ since
done. we have been justified by faith, we have peace with
Therefore,
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.—Romans 5:1
S c r ip t u r e

1) Luke 23:39-43
2) Romans 5:1

3) Romans 6:1-2, 11-13
4) Romans 8:1

5) 2 Corinthians 5:21
6) Hebrews 10:14

7) 1 John 2:2a
8) 1 John 4:10

Apply W h at Yo u ’v e L e a r n e d

Fill in the missing letter for the fifth part of the “Salvation Definition.”
Next, use the letter key below to fill in the missing letters and learn more about what justification means.

J

U

S

T

I

F

Y

Why would it be wrong for God to simply pretend that sin was no big deal? How does Jesus’ death on the cross
show that God is right in punishing sin and forgiving sinners? Why is it also important that Jesus gives His people
His own perfect righteousness?
Read Romans 5:1. What does it mean to have “peace with God”? What is the opposite of peace? Why does
justification bring about peace with God? What does it “deal with” once and for all? Do you feel at peace with
God, or anxious and troubled? How can you turn these thoughts and feelings into prayers of thanksgiving and/or
cries for help?
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and not guilty.
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I

am
unrighteous
and guilty.

FICATION

God made Him to be sin who knew no sin
so that in Him we might become
the righteousness of God.

PERSEVERANCE
LESSON 9 DEATH
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___ ___
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___ ___n.

H___ ___

people ___e___ ___ ___’
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3.
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H___ ___

G___ ___l___ ___”
ha___

people

beca___ ___e

r___gh___eo___ ___
o___

wha___

and

“No___

___e___ ___ ___

done.

To Be Like Jesus © 2017 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Truth78.

21

Sample Lesson

UNRIGHTEOUS

2

3

RIGHTEOUS
GUILTY

4

NOT GUILTY

5

PUNISHMENT

JUSTIFICATION ACTIVITY
To begin, cut out all of the visuals. Set the
Cross visual on a table in front of you. Place one
of the Me visuals to the left of the Cross, and
place Jesus on the right side. Look at Signs 1-6
and place the correct ones below the Me and
Jesus visuals. Then, read 2 Corinthians 5:21
and place it above the Cross.
What does 2 Corinthians 5:21 say about
justification? Move Signs 1-6 to reflect
what God did for sinners through the
death of Jesus on the cross. Finally,
read Ephesians 2:8-9 and Mark 1:15.
This week, practice explaining what you
have learned with these visuals and think
about what it means for you. Then, use these
visuals to explain what justification means to
your parents or siblings.

REWARD

ETERNAL LIFE
WITH GOD

JESUS

DEATH AND
EXPERIENCING
GOD’S WRATH

6

ME

ME

1

For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew
no sin, so that in him
we might become the
righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:21
								Lesson
9: Salvation: Justification
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OA-9: Justification Activity

Sample Lesson

Growing in Faith Together

L esson 9
To Be Like Jesus

Parent and cHiLd resource PaGe

Salvation: Justiﬁcation
Main Ideas
• All people are guilty
before God and deserve
God’s just punishment.
• Jesus died as an
atoning sacriﬁce for
sin in order to satisfy
the justice of God.
• Justiﬁcation is a
legal act whereby
God forgives sin,
gives His people
Jesus’ righteousness,
and declares them
righteous.
• Justiﬁcation is by grace
alone, through faith
alone, in Jesus alone.
Memory Verses
For our sake he made him
to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in him we might
become the righteousness
of God.—2 Corinthians 5:21
Therefore, since we have
been justiﬁed by faith,
we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus
Christ.—Romans 5:1

Scripture
1) Luke 23:39-43
2) Romans 5:1
3) Romans 6:1-2, 11-13
4) Romans 8:1
5) 2 Corinthians 5:21
6) Hebrews 10:14
7) 1 John 2:2a
8) 1 John 4:10
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Lesson Summary
Throughout history, we can find thousands of heroic examples of
men and women who willingly died for the sake of others. Some were
Christians, but many were not. Even now we hear the heartbreaking
stories of soldiers, firefighters, and police officers who die in the line
of duty. Students know this, and hopefully appreciate these great
sacrifices…but one death in history stands apart from all others. The
death of God’s holy and righteous Son, Jesus. It stands apart for so
many reasons, the main one being that Jesus’ death alone brings about
the justification of God’s sinful people. Therefore, our students must be
taught this essential doctrine. Salvation itself hangs on the truth and
meaning of justification. It is why the Reformation is still as important
today as it was 500 years ago. May our students join in the ongoing
biblical conviction that salvation is…
By grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ Jesus alone.
In this lesson, we attempted to truthfully, clearly, and compellingly
communicate the deep significance of what actually happened when
Jesus died on the cross, and why this matters to each and every one of
us today.
Prayer Points
As you review this lesson with your child, pray...
• that your child will see the death of Jesus in a deeper and more
profound way—seeing His wrath-bearing, justifying work.
• for your child to be irresistibly drawn to Jesus for all that He is
and all He has done.
As You Walk By the Way
• Review the Scriptures listed for the lesson. Why would it be wrong
for God to simply pretend that sin was no big deal? How does
Jesus’ death on the cross show that God is right in punishing sin
and forgiving sinners? Why is it also important that Jesus gives
His people His own perfect righteousness? If you were to appear
in a courtroom today in which God was sitting as the judge, what
verdict do you think He would pronounce over you? What is your
only hope and plea? Have a time of prayer together asking that
God would make Himself known, and Jesus would be treasured as
the one and only Savior.
Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents
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Growing in Faith Together

L esson 9

•• Read Romans 5:1 together. What does it
mean to have “peace with God”? What is the
opposite of peace? Why does justification
bring about peace with God? What does it
“deal with” once and for all? Do you feel at
peace with God, or anxious and troubled? How
can we turn these thoughts and feelings into
prayers of thanksgiving and/or cries for help?

Himself all the sin and guilt of God’s chosen
people—does that mean that a Christian
can go and do whatever he pleases because
sin doesn’t matter anymore—all is forgiven?
What does the end of the verse say? What are
Christians to “become”? What does it mean to
become the “righteousness of God”? Read and
talk about Romans 6:1-2, 11-13. Christians are
to “become what we are,” striving to live holy
and righteous lives.

•• Review 2 Corinthians 5:21. Because Jesus
became sin for His people—taking upon
Action Steps

This week, with your parents help, look up the words/tune to one of the following hymns: Jesus Paid it All
(Hall) or The Power of the Cross (Getty and Townend). Talk about how the hymn reflects the truths of Jesus’
death on the cross. Sing the hymn together. Then, use the code to complete the statement below.
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