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Steve Watters (SW): Welcome to a special Truth78 recording. I'm Steve Watters, your 
host, and I'm pleased to present a conversation about the role of parents, teachers, and 
church leaders in discipling our children during a time of significant disruption.  

This is indeed a moment of great opportunity in the midst of uncertainty. Joining me today 
are David Michael and Timothy Paul Jones. David is the co-founder and executive director 
of Truth78. He's also an elder at College Park Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, where he 
served for five years as a pastor for the next generation. Before that, he served as a pastor 
for nearly 30 years at Bethlehem Baptist Church with John Piper.  

Timothy Paul Jones is vice president of doctoral studies and professor of Christian 
family ministry for the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He also serves as a 
pastor at the Midtown congregation of Sojourn Community Church in Louisville, 
Kentucky.  

Gentlemen, welcome to the podcast.  

Timothy Paul Jones (TPJ): Great to be with you.  

David Michael (DM): Pleasure to be here.  

SW: Now, as we're recording today, the global Coronavirus pandemic and the dramatic 
effects to slow its spread have caused unprecedented disruptions to the lives of nearly 
everyone in the world. Communities, cities, even entire countries are on lockdown with 
people ordered to stay home.  

And as social distancing roles are extended further into the future, it seems that many               
aspects of our life won't return to normal. Just last week, the Wall Street Journal ran a                 
special feature asking the question, “How will the pandemic change our world?”  

I want to focus on a quote from that piece that says, “as the crisis deepens, it will transform 
the way that we think about family and business, health care and high tech, politics and the 
arts.” And the journal went on to have leading figures in those fields discussing the 
challenges and the opportunities in those areas for our uncertain future.  

So in this moment of transformation, we want to think about how this time might affect the 
way we disciple our children.  

©2020 Truth78 



This is a conversation we originally planned to have at an in-person breakfast discussion 
during the Together for the Gospel conference. But we're grateful for the opportunity we 
have now to present it to a broader audience as a podcast, and we hope this will be a 
blessing to everyone listening as you spend this time at home with your family.  

David, Timothy, you've both served in ministry and have both advocated for the faithful 
discipleship of children and youth for many years, including other times of great disruption, 
like the aftermath of the attacks of 9/11. So thinking about this moment we're in, let's back 
up and think about what was normal before a time of disruption. Let's back up just a few 
weeks.  

Timothy, you've done research before and looked at some of the patterns of how parents 
tend to view discipleship and their responsibility to discipleship and how churches 
approach that. How would you describe the state of discipleship in churches and families 
in North America just a month ago?  

TPJ: Well, one of the things that I, and some students who have done considerable 
research in this, have found is there's almost this paradoxical relationship going on. On the 
one hand, parents actually know that they are supposed to be discipling their children. In 
surveys over and over, more than 90% of parents are fully aware of the fact that they are 
supposed to be engaged in the discipleship of their children. We’re talking here about 
parents who are churched, Bible-believing, church-involved parents, they know this, and so 
that's a good thing. The other side of it is though that parents are tending not to actually do 
anything about it.  

That is to say about a third, anywhere from a third to two-thirds, depending on the context 
and how you measure it, of parents just aren't discipling their children at all. They're not 
doing anything at all to engage in the spiritual formation of their children. And so you have 
this paradoxical thing of they know they're supposed to do it, and yet they aren't actually 
doing it in many cases.  

So I spent—in 2011 did considerable research into the question of if parents know what is 
going on, then what causes them not to do it? And here's what we found in that particular 
round of research, which has been replicated several times in several different contexts 
since then. And that is that there are three primary reasons parents give why they aren't 
discipling their children.  

And those three are telling, training, and time.  

Telling. What I mean by that is that about 10% or so of parents actually haven't been told by 
their church at all. The churches never communicated to them: You have a responsibility in 
the discipleship of your children.  
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The second one is time. They say we are so busy, we are doing so many activities that we 
don't have time to participate in the discipleship of our children. And the scary thing about 
that is in a significant number of cases, those parents will say, you know what, we're okay 
with that. We're okay with the fact that we're just in a time right now that we don't have time 
to disciple our children.  

The other one is—and this is the one that's promising—there are a lot of parents that say, “I 
want to do this. I am willing to make the sacrifices for the time.” And they say, “I need 
training. I've never been told exactly how to do this. I didn't grow up in a home in which 
there was any discipleship going on. I've never seen this happen.” And over and over, I 
hear from parents, “I don't know what to do.”  

So I think the situation we had several weeks ago was we've got parents overwhelmingly 
know they're supposed to, though few don't, but overwhelmingly, they know they're 
supposed to. And there are parents who were too busy or they just didn't know how to 
actually disciple their children. And this is the situation in which we step into now in which 
there are significant challenges and significant opportunities in regards to those things.  

SW: Now, David, from your perspective, let's hear more about, in addition to the situation in                
the home, what that would look like in churches; what you saw as patterns of how churches                 
often were approaching discipleship, even as recently as a few weeks ago?  

DM: Well, I think the situation in the church is not unlike what Timothy just described in the 
home, in that there's a sense of, there's a lot going on in the church. We've got a limited 
amount of time for Sunday school. We've got a lot that we have to get in.  

And there's a sense, I think, with the awareness of time, there's the sense that there'll be 
time to do that later. Or we see the value of discipleship in the church. We see the 
importance of our children being discipled, but [think] they'll pick it up sooner or later—I 
did—and they're going to as well. So there's been, I think, just an absence of intentionality, 
both within the church as well as in the home.  

SW: So now overnight, we've had some significant changes for families and churches. 
What do you see already, just in terms of the kind of change and disruption now, similar to 
like a 9/11 that gets people's attention?  

TPJ: Well, personally, I remember vividly from a pastoral perspective at 9/11, I was a 
youth minister at the time. And, when that happened, we had a mission team in Africa and 
I remember that we weren't sure we could get them back; all sorts of things happening in 
the midst of that.  

We're going to see, I think a rising interest in the problem of evil, of that apologetics 
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question. And I think right now people are more in shock than anything else. I think our 
soul, much like our body, sometimes it shuts down certain things in times of trauma. But I 
think that once we come out of that trauma, there's going to be a significant interest in the 
problem of evil. Now, what I find very important and interesting in the midst of this is that 
the problem of evil is actually already something that is an extremely strong issue among 
the younger generation.  

So just recently, just a year and a half ago, two of my doctoral students actually did a 
massive survey of college graduates and those that have walked away from their 
faith—so these, you're talking about these students that are around 22 years of age. And 
those that had walked away from their faith in college, almost across the board, said the 
number one reason for that was the problem of evil.  

And so this is already a deep concern. And just as a sidelight, I think it's because of what 
Christian Smith called a moralistic therapeutic deism that they assume that the purpose of 
religion and the purpose of God is to be there to make my life better. And the problem of 
evil shakes this notion that God's purpose is to make my life feel better.  

And so because of that, when they face that issue, they don't know how to deal with it 
because it doesn't fit within this false moralistic, therapeutic, deistic notion that the purpose 
of God is to meet my needs and to make me feel better. And so it doesn't happen and so 
that really shakes and rocks their faith.  

But nonetheless, whatever the reason it is, this is already the number one reason why 
college students walk away from the Christian faith. And I think that we are going to see a 
greater surge of that. We're going to see people writing things. We're going to see just all 
sorts of things, basically saying that, look, how could there be a God if this tragedy struck 
worldwide in this way?  

And we have to be prepared with our students, with our children and our college students, to 
be able to help them grapple with this in a God-centered way that allows them to give 
reasonable answers, but also ones that can satisfy their own souls, as well.  

SW: David, is that something you saw in your ministry? Back during 9/11 in terms of just 
the need and the opportunity it created in terms of grappling with evil and disaster and 
difficulty and suffering; did you see an openness, an interest then?  

DM: Well, certainly not only with 9/11 and the tsunamis and everything that was, you know, 
you look back over the decades here, there's been a number of times where not only 
within the church, but within the culture itself, they're asking those kinds of questions.  

I remember 9/11 within the culture, the opportunities to talk about God, that tragedy brought 
conversations to the surface. People were thinking about things that they were dismissing 

©2020 Truth78 



the day before. And so, it creates opportunities for you to talk about eternal reality and that's 
what I'm finding in this present situation.  

What I find is I read my Bible differently these days with this as a backdrop, just taking a 
text like James 4:13 where it says, “Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will 
go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”—yet you 
do not know what tomorrow will bring.”  

And how true is that right now? We all feel the reality of that text. I mean, who would have 
thought that there was not going to be an Easter service in our church? We would have 
never thought of that a month ago, and yet how confidently did we say, “Come Easter, this 
is our plan; or how many of us were planning to be at the Together for the Gospel 
conference?  

And so many aspects of our life across the world, we were expecting things that are no 
more. So that reality gives us opportunities with our children to bring truth to bear. There's 
only one reality that we can count on in this life. I think hearts, both within the church and 
outside the church, are ripe to hear the truth of God's word.  

SW: So there are things about any disruption that cause people to think about serious, 
weighty things in life, to maybe reflect on their mortality, to ask the big questions that we're 
seeing happening again now, that was like 9/11 or maybe even Y2K or the economic 
recession of 2008. But there are some distinctive things going on now that affect churches 
and families.  

What are you seeing in those areas, Timothy, that are different from previous kinds of 
disruptions?  

TPJ: Well, I think one of those is we do see this necessity, just a positive thing of actually 
being able to disciple your children at home. We've been saying this for years, and who 
would've thought that we would have sort of been proven right that parents need to be able 
to do this? Not, as an auxiliary thing, but—if children are getting trained, discipled, learning 
Scripture at all, it's going to be somehow in and through their home that they're going to be 
getting it. And this really has, I think, has raised the importance of that. I think that's a really 
good thing that [the pandemic has] done in that, obviously we never wish a tragedy upon 
anyone or for anyone, and yet, at the same time, what does this do, to remind us of that 
reality?  

You mentioned the weightiness of this, and I think that there is something in this that is 
somewhat different from 9/11 in that for most people, now, we know that there were 
many, many thousands that this doesn't apply to, but for most people, 9/11 was distant.  

We didn't know people directly who were in that—it would seem more distant to most 

©2020 Truth78 



people. And I think the closer you get to New York City, that's certainly not the case. But 
I'm talking about worldwide and nationwide, even. It seemed distant to many people.  

This one is not going to seem distant. It is close to us. And it's going to get closer to us. And 
I think what that does is—there's something that has happened since the 19th century in 
which death has become cloistered off, where we don't face death. We push death over into 
nursing homes or hospitals.  

We memorialize death in funeral homes, which are all cleanly tucked away, everything like 
that. This does not let us do that. Yes, people may be dying in hospitals. But it's going to 
get close. And, there's a wonderful book called Remember Death...  

SW: That’s a great book.  

TPJ: I think this is a time that everybody ought to read that book, Remember Death by 
Matt McCullough. He points out that in previous generations back in the 18th, 19th 
centuries, even, that death was public, but sex was private. But we've now moved into a 
world where sex is public and death is private, and this [pandemic] is going to pull death 
out in front of us in a way that we cannot avoid that reality.  

And that is sobering. It is sad. It is tragic, but it also may in the long term be good for the 
health of our souls and of our churches.  

SW: On a practical note, the change that you're talking about, there's one level in which 
there's perspective on the reality of a pandemic and this coming closer and people that 
experience it, seeing it upfront and close. But then there's also a practical reality that's come 
with the shelter in place and the social distancing requirements that have an effect on 
churches and family. So, just personally for you, Timothy, you're a pastor with a church here 
in Louisville. What has that done in terms of what's going on now, versus even back with a 
9/11 and other difficult periods? What's different practically for your church, and even for 
your family, in terms of the effect on how you're spending time together?  

TPJ: Well, I think the wiping out of the calendar, that's the big thing, the wiping out of the 
calendar is really something that's just a reality. And at the church, I'll just kind of focus more 
on the church side of that wiping out of the calendar.  

As you said, who would've thought no Good Friday, who would've thought no Easter 
service, that all of the things, as a church, we use to pull people together are suddenly 
pulled out from under us? And we have to be thinking of ways, of how do we love, care for, 
and disciple people when we can't even be in the same room with them? That's the reality 
that we're facing right now. And so we as pastors right now at Sojourn, we're going through 
a book of the Bible and doing little 15 minute Bible studies for people; there's counseling, 
there's marriage counseling that is going to be happening via Zoom. Who would've thought 
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that we would've been doing marriage counseling via Zoom, but we are.  

It just shakes us and makes us realize how much we depend on being together. And that's 
not a bad thing. It's not a bad thing that we're dependent on being together and it hopefully 
makes us appreciate the way God has made us as enfleshed, physical, communal beings, 
and hopefully, we will see the deep need we have because I think before this, most of 
us...OK, I am naturally an introvert. INTJ is my Myers-Briggs—introverted as you can get. 
For the first week or so of this, I was like, I could do this forever—socially distance me for 
the rest of my life. And by this point, it is making me realize I deeply need community. I just 
want to be around other people and that's something that is awakening within us, which 
actually can be a good thing.  

I honestly don't think in terms of church attendance and things like that. I think—I don't 
think in our generation—we're not going to see that come back. I think we're going to see 
a lot of people think, I don't need church at all, and they're going to drift completely away 
from church. And I think that’s sad and tragic and it's going to have long-lasting effects, 
but I think we can help our children and ourselves understand that those who desire to be 
faithful to Jesus in this, how much we need our church family in ways that we may never 
have recognized before.  

SW: David, how do you see—in the reality that churches are not meeting like at other times 
of, you know, war or 9/11, other major experiences where people were just flocking to 
churches where now they don't have the opportunity to physically gather together? Or 
experiences where families who in other times would still have certain routines of work and 
school and other things who have all that disrupted—how do you see both the challenges 
and the opportunities at that level of change?  

DM: Well, the same clearing of the calendar that's happened in the church has happened 
at home. And with that has come some opportunities now for families to engage with one 
another.  

Some families have been just going off in so many directions that they barely have time to 
have a meal together. And now not only do they have time, many of them are making those 
meals in their homes. Kitchens are being used again like they've never been used before. 
So that's creating family time and you have that along with the absence of programming to 
support the discipleship of children in the church. And all of a sudden parents now are 
sensing a need to be investing in the discipleship of the children.  

Churches are stepping up, calling parents out, challenging them to be able to engage with 
their children spiritually. The churches are stepping up with, as Timothy just said, just 
creative ways: we've heard about Sunday schools being taught online and the materials 
going out to families that they would normally not pay attention to. When there was the 
sense that the church was providing all of this. So what we have here now is just a great 
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opportunity for, for years we've been lamenting the busy-ness of the family and so little time 
to spend on what's most important. And now, not only are you given more time. But there's 
a sense of urgency in the culture where all of a sudden, little things that we once thought 
were so important aren't so important anymore. And it's, it's the eternal things that do seem 
much more important now. So that creates just a very helpful tone in which we can disciple 
our children.  

SW: What do you see as kind of the opportunity there now that churches and families aren't 
together on a Sunday morning at a church?  

TPJ: Well, one of the things that I've actually encouraged some churches in already is this: 
think about all those things you wish that parents would be doing with their kids. This is your 
time to initiate some of those. Send out those helps. And then whenever, God be praised, 
when it does, whenever this draws to a close, then remind people, look, you've already 
started these habits. Keep them up. Keep up the habits you already are in.  

And so I think that's one of the things we can do is just start that habit in the parents' lives 
of actually engaging with their children, spiritually. And then as this draws to a close, 
come to a point of saying, look, you can keep this up, you can do this. You've already 
demonstrated you can do it, now keep on doing it. And it can give us a chance to do that 
in an encouraging way to parents as opposed to sometimes we almost put guilt on them 
for not doing it. Here're these resources, why aren't you using these? It can be a different 
message that we send to parents that's more likely to result in them actually replicating 
these behaviors later.  

SW: Thinking about our audience, those who are listening, those who are going through 
this time of disruption, experiencing things they've never experienced before. Thinking 
about, let's start with a teacher who has been teaching Sunday school and is now 
experiencing having the Sunday school schedule canceled indefinitely. What would you 
encourage her or him in, in this particular time and even looking forward, hopefully into a 
time that could be together, back in a classroom?  

DM: Well, one of the things I've been saying to teachers these days, is this is a wonderful 
opportunity to engage more personally with parents. We've been talking about the 
importance of the value of a church-home partnership, and sometimes we give lip service to 
that; it doesn't always work out in practical ways. This is a great opportunity to work that out 
practically.  

So if I was a Sunday school teacher and had a handful of kids, I would be calling the parents 
of those kids right now, asking how it's going. Is there anything they need to be able to keep 
reinforcing the truths that they've, you know, many of the kids have been going through a 
curriculum, they’re 20 weeks into it and haven't finished—how can we get this finished 
before the end of the year because it doesn't look like we're going to be back together. But 
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that opportunity for teachers to connect with the parents and to begin to cultivate a 
parent-church partnership perhaps like they’ve never had before.  

SW: Timothy, anything you would add for a teacher at this time?  

TPJ: Well, I think one of the things that we have to remember, just building on what David 
said, is that in volunteer ministries, in volunteer organizations, typically if a volunteer 
disengages, the volunteer does not re-engage.  

This is something that we just have to remember overall; once a volunteer disengages, 
they don't reengage. We are going to have, not just in churches, but in other nonprofit 
organizations, we are going to have a volunteer crisis when this is over because all of our 
volunteers will have disengaged; the pattern you always observe is a disengaged 
volunteer does not re-engage in the same place where they disengaged.  

So building on what David said, I think we have to keep our teachers engaged and find 
our volunteers and think through how we can make sure we keep every volunteer 
engaged. Because if we do not, they will not re-engage and we are going to have to then 
build an entire new set of volunteers as ministry leaders at that point and so we just have 
to keep this in mind.  

SW: So that sounds like, even the role of someone in a pastoral position--maybe a next 
generations pastor--thinking of that person, especially, this person who's had their calendar 
cleared--at this point, how would you encourage and direct them if you were in their shoes?  

DM: Putting on my pastor-for-children/youth ministry hat, I would see this as an 
opportunity to contact [people] personally; an opportunity that I don't often have when 
programs are all running. And there's a lot of administrative details to manage.  

Now I've got time. I can pick up a telephone, I can talk to my key leaders, I can bring them 
together on a Zoom call or whatever, so that there's another way of interacting. Some guys 
that I've talked to who are leading children's ministry are saying that they've got more 
opportunities now to be able to connect with their team than they had before.  

So those personal interactions, just finding out how people are doing and encouraging them 
to be able to follow up with the leaders on their teams or follow up with the kids and parents 
themselves.  

SW: Timothy, anything else you would share for someone in a pastoral position at this 
time?  

TPJ: Well, I think building on what David wisely said there, is to recognize most of our 
pastoral calendars have probably been filled with the wrong stuff. The things that we were 
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investing the most time in as pastors may not have been the things that were most 
important, and I think this gives us a chance to step back and to reset.  

Do I need to be traveling as much as I've been traveling? Do I need to be doing, do we 
need to be doing as many activities, huge activities as we did? I think it gives us that 
chance to step back and reset. And if we don't take advantage of that then we'll rush back 
into a packed, rushed, calendar, stressed, and I think that we have an opportunity in this to 
step back into what matters and maybe to step out of things that don't matter.  

DM: I remember from 9/11 there was this very brief window of time like I was saying, that 
people were spiritually sensitive. And it was within a matter of weeks that that disappeared 
and everything was just kind of back to the busy-ness and the craziness of life. I hope on the 
other side of this—I don't think virtual Sunday school, virtual marriage counseling is going to 
be the path forward—but what I hope we don't lose is this sense of urgency and the sense 
of giving our children something substantial to stand on. I think when there's been so much 
emphasis in the church on just providing a program for the kids so that when they come, 
they have a great time, keep them engaged, keep them loving coming to church. and not a 
lot of thought given to the substance of what we're teaching them, so that you run into a 
situation like we're dealing with today, and all of a sudden you find there's the insufficiency 
of what we've been teaching our kids—how do you put what's happening right now in a 
perspective, in a God-centered perspective?  

SW: What would you say to the parent now who is in this new situation, that has time 
available together with the family like they haven't—they don't have the interruptions and 
busy-ness on the calendar like they've had before—what would you say to encourage 
them now at this time and even keeping in mind what's going to happen when their 
calendar is available to start filling up again?  

DM: Well, what I'd say to a parent is to make the most of this opportunity that you've been 
given and use it to establish new patterns that we pray and trust will not end as soon as 
this crisis is over. Just as Timothy was saying, this is an opportunity to kind of re-evaluate 
where have we been putting our priorities and asking some of those basic questions 
because in light of a pandemic and in light of eternity, what are the most important things 
that our kids need to be doing right now?  

And so my hope is that parents will try some new things that they've not tried before. The 
church is stepping up where we're observing, providing resources that will support parents 
in this. Take advantage of those resources and find a new rhythm, a new pattern for your 
family that can continue after the crisis has passed.  

TPJ: I think there's a couple of things that I would say on this. I'm just thinking through what 
we want people to do. One of those is a very simple thing, which is simply be proactive. 
That is to say, before people start making these changes, contact people, get a hold of 
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people, actually care for people, care for their souls and deeply engage in them and call 
them back to the people of God. And that's the first and foremost thing. But I think there's 
another thing under that, that Scripture gives us an opportunity and a model that we often 
don't follow in evangelical churches and that is this idea of lament.  

Whenever we come back together, the temptation I think will be, we're back together, let's 
move forward into life and get all these priorities just back like they were before. Here's 
what I hope that we see churches doing—as I said, evangelical churches just don't do it 
well, even though Scripture is rich with this, and that is, we need to lament. We need to 
have some time to lament. Lament. Yes, the deaths that have happened, the losses that 
have happened, the job losses that have happened, lament. Just the opportunities that we 
missed to be together.  

I think if we enter into this, rather than trying to, “yay, everything's back,” let's all jump back. 
If we move into it with a sense of lament, of moving into this and sorrow over what we've 
lost in this and give people opportunity to grieve for the fact that they didn't get to have their 
graduation, they didn't get to experience certain kinds of milestones of life even in the midst 
of this. All these things, to give them the space to do that and to orient them toward the 
infinite joy of Jesus and toward the fact that this is a reminder to us that this world is horribly 
twisted and broken, but God has a greater future and a more beautiful future for us.  

That sense of lament. We need to enter into the new life after this, whatever it looks like. 
We need to enter into it with lament before we start filling it up again. And, and I think if we 
train our people to do that, their souls will be healthier and more able to handle pain and 
brokenness and more eager to look forward to the glories of Jesus in the midst of that.  

SW: David, I want to connect this to your new book, Zealous: Seven Commitments for the 
Discipleship of the Next Generations. That book that is just now coming out seems so 
timely for church leaders and parents. Before we get into it, I think it's important for our 
listeners to understand the motivation for this book. There's a story I've heard you tell that 
really underscores the why of this book and as well as the motivation of the things we've 
been talking about, the mission of the Truth78 ministry that you lead. Could you tell us 
about the realization you had at Bethlehem Baptist Church back when you were 26?  

DM: Well, the story probably goes back to when I was six, or maybe four. I was blessed 
with two godly parents who raised me and my older three siblings in the fear of the Lord and 
the joy of the Lord. I went to Sunday school all my life, especially growing up, and so my 
earliest memories as a child includes Sunday school. I graduated from high school, by the 
grace of God, and went off to college Christian college. I was steeped in solid biblical 
teaching and theology and so it was a rich college experience there in a Christian 
environment, getting Christian worldview. I went off to seminary, got my Masters of Divinity 
steeped again in solid, biblical teaching and theology and stepped into ministry in 1979. A 
year into that ministry, Sally and I visited this church in our neighborhood, within our 
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denomination. And I'd heard that they had gotten a new pastor and we wanted to go hear 
and it was John Piper. He had just started a month prior and we visited that Sunday and 
continued every Sunday since then for the next 33 years. Over probably the first decade of 
sitting under John's preaching, I was just overwhelmed by the glory of God, the bigness of 
God, the sovereignty of God.  

I was seeing God in ways that I had never seen him before, and I remember at 26 years 
old thinking, “where has this God been all my life and how was it that I missed all of this 
with all that rich experience that I had growing up in the church and through my education?” 

And so, as I pondered that question our two daughters were coming along, growing up, 
going to Sunday school. And I realized that the answer to that question, “why have I missed 
this for the last 26 years?,” was found upstairs in our children's Sunday school rooms.  

What we were experiencing downstairs, in the sanctuary—the defective thinking that I 
had about God, and his work, and his ways, John was correcting that defective thinking 
for us, for many of us that were coming to that church over those years. What we 
discovered was being created all over again upstairs in our Sunday school rooms.  

So downstairs we're hearing of a glorious God who's fulfilling his purposes, raising up 
Moses to lead His people. Upstairs our children are hearing about Miriam, who helped her 
mother by watching her baby brother in the Nile. Therefore, children, you should be good 
helpers for your mother.  

Downstairs our hearts were soaring in worshiping the God who made the world and 
everything in it, and who is not served by human hands as though he needed anything 
since he himself gives to all mankind, life and breath and everything. And then upstairs 
we're learning about Jesus calling his disciples—and do you know Timothy, why Jesus 
called his disciples? He called his disciples because he needed helpers, and you can be 
Jesus's helper too.  

Downstairs, the congregation was being taught how Jesus fed the 5,000 and He not only 
gives bread, He is bread. He is all-sufficient for every need, every desire that you have. 
He can take the little loaves and fishes of your life and multiply them to feed thousands. 
Upstairs, our kids are hearing about Jesus feeding the 5,000 and a little boy who shares 
his lunch and 5,000 are fed because a little boy shared his lunch, and you can share too. 
Jesus wants you to share, totally missing the reality of what that story reveals about 
Christ.  

Downstairs we're hearing Jesus will build his church and the gates of hell will not prevail 
against it since God always defeats his enemies, while children upstairs are singing, “It was 
only a boy named David. It was only a little sling. It was the only at rippling brook. It was 
only five little stones that took down the enemy of Israel,” and God is totally absent from that 
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story.  

And that reality, that contrast of what was so life-changing downstairs, and creating the 
same problem all over, was driving us to zeal to do it differently for our children. I wanted 
my girls to have, you know, why should they wait until they're 26-years-old to have this 
truth beneath them? I wanted them to have it at six and at nine. I didn't want them to wait.  

All these kids are coming in and just thinking why do we want to teach them the same 
defective thinking? So one thing led to another, and before we know it, here we are. Since 
1998 we've just been overwhelmed with this zeal, this passion to build something 
substantial underneath our children so that they have a firm place to stand when troubles 
like a pandemic and 9/11 and other things come, that their faith will not be rocked, that they 
won't be that statistic that Timothy reminded us of where kids are today just walking away 
from it all because they can't put together a God who is loving and a pandemic. 

 SW: So David, this passion that you have to present a glorious vision of God to children at 
a young age, and this desire to see a partnership between families and churches in that 
discipleship, something you were bringing to this book—how do you see the opportunity of 
this book at this particular time, even though it was a book that you had finished before 
anything that we're experiencing now took place, how do you see this as a helpful book for 
parents and churches now in a new world?  

DM: Well, the book was written in part to inform. We really brought together in this volume, 
what we've been saying for the last 25 years in terms of the convictions that have guided us 
when we talk about our vision for the next generation; to dream the dream that we were 
dreaming back in the mid-to-late nineties about what could be for the next generation; we've 
captured that in in the book.  

But the main reason for writing it was to try to ignite a zeal for the discipleship of the next 
generation. And what makes it so timely is, it's not going to be my words—my words will 
never ignite a zeal—but the Lord has his way to make us passionate about these things. 
And what's happened in this season now in our history is that God has done something 
that makes us feel passionate, makes us feel urgent about this need to faithfully disciple 
our children, to give them more than what we've been giving them in our churches and in 
our homes.  

SW: So David, where does that kind of zeal come from for someone who says, I just 
don't necessarily feel that urgency, that motivation and passion?  

DM: I think that zeal is there already. When there's a crisis, you find that sense of urgency, 
that zeal, that passion to do something. So we're feeling the crisis right now and it feels 
really urgent. Churches are feeling like, what happens if we can't teach our children or if our 
children are not taught during this extended season? Our parents are feeling that urgency 
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so it's happening, without us necessarily doing it. The bottom line is that God is the one who 
awakens zeal. I can't create passion in my own heart for something.  

God does that work. There are things that we can do to open ourselves up for it. So one of 
the things we've seen working with teachers over the years is we may recruit somebody into 
teaching a Sunday school class. They may do it for various reasons. Not all of them 
because they're so zealous and passionate about discipleship of the next generation, but 
what happens is in the context of teaching, God awakens zeal where you begin to see kids 
responding to the truth when you have to dig into the truth and realize how precious it is. 
And so one of the most effective ways to ignite a zeal for the discipleship of the next 
generation is to invest yourself in the discipleship of the next generation.  

SW: David, how can a book like Zealous and the seven commitments for the discipleship 
of the next generation provide opportunities right now at this time of change, but even be 
preparing, families, churches, teachers to have a kind of a new normal?  

DM: Well, I think just having a book at this time when people have more time perhaps to 
read than they otherwise would have is a good thing. So I would be thrilled just if people 
would read it. And the case that we're making in the book is for the discipleship of the next 
generation. I think when we come back to church, I think if we could cultivate a strong 
sense of the responsibility that we have within the church and within our homes for the 
discipleship of the next generation, that we prepare our children well for the next crisis that 
is coming either into their lives personally or into our culture. And so, I'm trusting that the 
book will help make a case for why it's important for us to prioritize discipleship of children 
beyond caring for children, providing activities for children, providing support resources for 
the other activities of the church. I think we've gotten caught up into providing a lot of 
programs without much thought to the intentional discipleship of the next generation. And 
the same as we've been talking about in the homes where there's so many things that we 
feel are important for our children.  

I'm hoping that the book will awaken the sense of urgency for the discipleship of the next 
generation and that it will help us prioritize that more in family life and in church life.  

SW: Well, this truly is an unprecedented time and we are experiencing uncertainty like we 
never have as we're trying to see where this virus is going, and the uncertainty of our 
calendars, our work, our education, so many things. But what’s certain is God's call to this 
generation, that he has called this generation to tell the next generation the glorious deeds 
of the Lord.  

I hope this conversation has been helpful for you listening, whether you're a parent, a 
pastor, a teacher. We hope it will help you grow in zeal for the faith of the young people in 
your life. And if it has and you'd like to learn more, I really want to encourage you to visit 
Truth78.org/zealous. You can get David's book there, either in print or in a free digital 
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format, and I hope you'll be able to use this book at this crucial time to help shape your 
vision and framework for discipling children, whether it’s children in your home or under 
your care as a teacher or a pastor.  

And let's pray that in this time we couldn't have imagined, that God will do more than we 
could ask or imagine.  

Timothy, David, thank you for joining me.  

Thank you everyone for listening. May God bless you as you disciple the next generation 
for their eternal joy.  
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