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CURRICULUM INTRODUCTION

Jesus, What a Savior!  
Curriculum Introduction
Too often we have tried to shield children from 
the important truth that they are helpless sinners 
who deserve to die. When we hear those words, 
we often worry about hurting a child’s self-esteem. 
Why not wait until children are older and can accept 
hard realities better? The reality is that children are 
helpless sinners who deserve God’s wrath just like 
all of us. That is their biggest problem. Children 
need to hear the truth so they, like us, can turn to 
the remedy—Jesus the Savior!

Jesus, What a Savior! takes kindergarteners on a journey of redemptive history 
while focusing on the centrality of the greatness and worth of God. This is 
done by focusing on God’s revelation of His Son, Jesus, as the one and only 
hope for desperate sinners. Jesus, What a Savior! presents the following key 
redemptive themes through Bible stories presented chronologically:

• the incomparable greatness and worth of God, who 
is to be desired and treasured above all things

• the desperate condition of sinners who have fallen short of 
treasuring the glory of God and are helpless to save themselves

• the all-sufficient work of Jesus on the cross  
to save sinners who put their trust in Him

Throughout Jesus, What a Savior!, children will see the image of a heart. Jesus 
has a shiny heart because He is sinless and righteous. This shiny heart reminds 
us what our heart should be like. A darkened heart reminds us that we are 
sinners. Finally, a red heart reminds us of Jesus’ death on the cross for sinners 
and His desire to be both our Savior and our Friend.

Come, ye sinners, poor and need, 
Bruised and broken by the fall; 
Jesus ready stands to save you 
Full of pardoning love for all.

Let no conscience make you linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream; 

All that He requires of sinners 
Is to turn and trust in Him.

JOSEPH HART

NOTE: You are welcome to print and share this sample to review  
 the curriculum and teach the sample in a classroom.

TRUTH78 CURRICULA 
DISTINCTIONS
Truth78 curricula share the 
following distinctions:

• A big vision of God
• The centrality of God in all things
• Doctrinal depth, 

accuracy, and clarity
• Faithfulness to the gospel
• A serious and sober view of sin
• Interactive engagement 

with Scripture
• Age-appropriate visuals and 

illustrations that enhance 
the learning experience

• Personal application that 
encourages a proper response 
in the mind, heart, and will

• Excitement for God’s 
global purposes

• Maximizing classroom 
time with biblical teaching 
and spiritual discussion

• Assistance for parents in 
discipling their children

• Stewardship of resources
Learn more at Truth78.org/
curricula-distinctions.

TEACHING THE WHOLE 
COUNSEL OF GOD
Truth78 curricula incorporate 
five key theological disciplines 
across the curriculum sequence.

•  Bible Survey & Book Studies: 
What’s in the Bible?  
Who is the Bible about?

•  Biblical Theology: What’s the 
main message of the Bible? 

•  Systematic Theology: What 
are the essential doctrines 
of the Christian faith? 

•  Gospel Proclamation:  
What do we need to be 
saved? How are we saved?

•  Moral & Ethical Instruction: 
How are we to live?

Learn more at Truth78.org/
scope-sequence-explanation.

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior
https://www.truth78.org/curricula-distinctions
https://www.truth78.org/curricula-distinctions
https://www.truth78.org/scope-sequence-explanation
https://www.truth78.org/scope-sequence-explanation
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CURRICULUM COMPONENTS

ORDER ONE KIT PER CLASSROOM
AVAILABLE IN PRINT OR ELECTRONIC FORMATS

This kit contains the essential tools you need to start teaching this curriculum.
1 Teacher’s Guide
Contains the curriculum introduction with teaching instructions, 40 lessons with 
application questions and optional activities, and an appendix with more resources.
PRINT FORMATS: Choose from a 3-ring binder or spiral bound.
ELECTRONIC LICENSE: Each secured file can be viewed, printed, and used by ONE teacher for ONE year  
using Adobe Digital Editions (a free software). The license can be renewed for a small fee.

1 Curriculum Resources
Resources are provided in printable PDF or JPEG formats that can be shared with 
all of the teachers in your classroom. Files include:

•  Visuals Packet for Print
•  Visuals for Electronic Display
•  Reference copy of Student 

Workbook for teachers
•  Application Resources
•  Optional Activity Handouts

•  Growing in Faith Together Pages  
(print for or email to parents)

•  Verse Cards
•  Curriculum logo
•  Lessons for substitute teachers
•  Additional teacher resources

PRINT FORMAT: DVD with printable files
ELECTRONIC FORMAT: Downloadable 

1 Student Workbook   (PRINT KIT ONLY)
PRINT FORMAT: Printed in black and white on 8.5 by 11-inch heavy cardstock and spiral bound.

1 Verse Card Set   (PRINT KIT ONLY)
PRINT FORMAT: 2.75 by 4.25 inches, printed in black and white on cardstock and bound with a metal ring.

ORDER ONE WORKBOOK OR LICENSE PER STUDENT
AVAILABLE IN PRINT OR ELECTRONIC FORMATS

Recommended for each student to use in the classroom. Workbooks help students 
apply lesson truths to their own heart. Each lesson has two pages that include 
main ideas, Scripture, memory verse(s), and age-appropriate activities to engage 
students in conversation, emphasize lessons themes, and help students examine 
their own lives in light of the truths in the lesson. 
PRINT FORMAT: Printed in black and white on 8.5 by 11-inch heavy cardstock and spiral bound.
ELECTRONIC LICENSE: Each license is valid for a single use by ONE student. The secured file can be 
accessed for one year from purchase date with Adobe Digital Editions (a free software). The Student 
Workbook cannot be reprinted or reused, but single copies may be made for visitors.

CLASSROOM KIT

STUDENT WORKBOOK

FOR THE CLASSROOM

To start teaching, each class needs a Classroom Kit, as well as a Student Workbook for each student 
attending the class. Additional resources are available depending on the number of leaders in the 
class and your preferred format for your materials. Curriculum is available in print and electronic 
formats. Learn more about electronic resources at Truth78.org/electronic-licenses.

WHAT YOU NEED TO START

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior
https://www.truth78.org/electronic-licenses
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CURRICULUM COMPONENTS

FOR THE CLASSROOM (CONTINUED)

ORDER ONE IF YOU WOULD LIKE PROFESSIONALLY PRINTED VISUALS

Visuals help capture and retain students’ attention during the lesson and 
demonstrate more complicated concepts. The Visuals Packet contains a full printed 
set of lesson visuals that feature original illustrations, photos, signs, and more. 
Note: The visuals are also available as PDF files in the Curriculum Resources within the 
Classroom Kit if you prefer to print them yourself or display them electronically.
PRINT FORMAT: Printed in full color on 8.5 by 11-inch cardstock.

TEACHER’S GUIDE

VISUALS PACKET

ORDER ONE FOR EACH ADDITIONAL TEACHER OR SMALL GROUP LEADER
AVAILABLE IN PRINT OR ELECTRONIC FORMATS

Each co-teacher, small group leader, and team leader should have their own 
copy of the curriculum to study and pray through as they prepare to minister 
to the children under their care. The Teacher’s Guide contains the curriculum 
introduction with teaching instructions, 40 lessons with application questions and 
optional activities, and an appendix with more resources.
PRINT FORMATS: Choose from a 3-ring binder or spiral bound.
ELECTRONIC LICENSE: The secured file can be viewed, printed, and used by ONE teacher for ONE year 
using Adobe Digital Editions (a free software). The license can be renewed for a small fee.

TRAINING RESOURCES
Visit Truth78.org/training to learn more about the 
theological and philosophical foundations of Truth78 
teaching resources, equip your team with tools for 
using Truth78 curriculum, and explore our extensive 
catalog of articles and seminars with practical 
training on a variety of topics for children’s ministry 
leaders, pastors, classroom volunteers, and parents. 

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior
https://www.truth78.org/training
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CURRICULUM COMPONENTS

FOR THE HOME

OPTIONAL: ORDER ONE BOOKLET PER STUDENT OR FAMILY

The Growing in Faith Together: Parent and Child Resource Pages are packaged 
together to be given to parents at the beginning of the year. This saves 
administrative time for the church staff and/or teachers and provides parents with 
a valuable tool to aid in discussion about the lessons, as well as easy review.
Note: The GIFT Pages are also available as PDF files in the Curriculum Resources within 
the Classroom Kit if you prefer to print them for or email them to parents. You can also 
encourage parents to download and use the Growing in Faith Together App.
PRINT FORMAT: Professionally printed in full color in 8.5 by 11-inch format.

AVAILABLE TO DOWNLOAD FOR iOS AND ANDROID

The Growing in Faith Together App provides a convenient format that allows 
parents to diligently interact with their children about the truths learned in the 
lesson, and apply them to daily life at home or on the go. The app is a free viewer 
that includes free samples of the curriculum overviews and Lesson 1 GIFT Pages. 
Select elementary Sunday school curricula are available for an in-app purchase of 
$1.99 to access all 40 lessons for each curriculum.
The GIFT App is available on the Apple App Store for iPhone, iPad, and iPod, 
as well as on Google Play for Android phones and tablets. It is a great tool for 
keeping students caught up if they are sick or traveling and miss Sunday school,  
or it can be used by parents as a devotional for their entire family.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES
Truth78 publishes a variety of resources to equip parents as they train their children how to live as faithful disciples for the 
glory of God. Encourage the parents in your church to visit Truth78.org/family-overview to discover tips on leading family 
devotions, ways they can partner with the church, and blog posts and training resources on a variety of topics, as well as 
family devotionals, children’s books, church notebooks, parenting booklets, and more.

VERSE CARDS

GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER BOOKLET

GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER APP

ORDER ONE PER STUDENT OR FAMILY
OPTIONAL: ORDER ONE PER SMALL GROUP FOR USE IN CLASS

Scripture memory is encouraged as part of this study. Memory verses have 
been carefully selected to emphasize the truths taught in each lesson and equip 
students to act on what they have learned in daily life. Verse Cards include the 
memory verses for each lesson and are a great review tool for students to use at  
home or in the classroom.
Note: The Curriculum Resources within the Classroom Kit include PDF files of the Verse 
Cards if you prefer to print them in black and white or in color.

PRINT FORMAT: 2.75 by 4.25 inches, printed in black and white on cardstock and bound with a metal ring.

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/growing-in-faith-together/id670511704
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.cdg.gift&hl=en
https://www.truth78.org/family-overview
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Jesus, What a Savior! is written to be taught to lower-elementary students over 40 weeks in a 
Sunday school setting. There are five main components to the lesson each week. Recommended 
resources are noted with each section. Directions for adapting the curriculum to different time 
frames or settings such as a private school or in the home are included in the Teacher’s Guide.

TEACHER PREPARATION
During the week, classroom volunteers are encouraged to 
start preparing their own hearts by reading the devotional 
with each lesson, reviewing the key Scriptures, learning 
the memory verse, and praying for their students using the 
included prayer points as a guide. Teachers should study 
the lesson material thoroughly, pray through the material, 
gather and prepare visuals, practice each illustration, and go 
through a trial run of the lesson to check for timing and flow. 
Small group leaders should read the lesson, pray through the  
application questions, and select which discussions are most 
appropriate for their students, adapting them as necessary.
 RESOURCES: Teacher’s Guide, Visuals Packet,  
  Curriculum Resources (in Classroom Kit)

LESSON (20-30 MINUTES)

The interactive large group lesson engages students as 
it weaves together stories and themes from the Bible; 
concrete illustrations that emphasize key points and explain 
complex biblical themes; and questions that lead students 
to discover the concepts in the lesson by thinking, drawing 
conclusions, and looking up answers for themselves in the 
Bible. Themes are strategically reviewed and built upon 
throughout the study and in other curricula as students 
are taught the whole counsel of God. Teaching visuals—
including illustrations and photos in the Visuals Packet, as 
well as simple objects provided by the teacher—are used 
to capture the attention of students, help clarify abstract 
concepts, and emphasize themes.
 RESOURCES: Teacher’s Guide, Visuals Packet,  
  Curriculum Resources

APPLICATION TIME (15-30 MINUTES)

The small group application time is designed to help 
students see how God might have them respond to the 
truth they have heard. Small group leaders will first ensure 
that their group of 4-8 students understand what they have 
heard in the lesson. Discussion questions will help leaders 
guide students through the information they have learned 
in the lesson, and then help them examine how they can 
respond in their heart and determine what practical action 
steps they can take in their life.

Student workbooks are an essential tool to help walk 
students through these steps as they are encouraged to 
take ownership in listening, learning, and applying the 
lesson. The workbooks provide age-appropriate activities 
and visuals to engage students in conversation, emphasize 
lessons themes, and help students examine their own lives 
in light of the truths in the lesson.
 RESOURCES: Teacher’s Guide, Student Workbook,  
  Curriculum Resources, Verse Cards

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES (OPTIONAL)

If time allows after the lesson and application, you can add 
optional activities in your class time either in a small group 
or large group setting. Each lesson offers several meaningful 
suggestions to review and apply what was taught in 
creative or interactive ways, including activity sheets, 
simple crafts, games, memory verse activities, book or song 
suggestions, and more. The Teacher’s Guide includes ideas 
for memorizing Scripture and the books of the Bible, as well 
as Sword Drill directions. Extra class time can also be used 
to incorporate worship time, have pastors or elders visit to 
share their testimony, write to and pray for missionaries, 
and more.
 RESOURCES: Teacher’s Guide, Curriculum Resources

PARENT-CHILD DISCIPLESHIP
Parents have the primary responsibility of nurturing the 
faith of their children as they weave spiritual truth into the 
home. They also have the greatest opportunity for teachable 
moments as situations arise in everyday life that can be 
used to apply truths learned in the classroom. Teachers and 
small group leaders should strive to connect with parents to 
support and encourage them in their role of daily discipleship.
Each lesson includes a Growing in Faith Together (GIFT) 
Page, which provides parents with the main idea(s), memory 
verse(s), Scripture references, and a lesson summary. The  
As You Walk by the Way section provides questions to 
guide parent-child discussions about the lesson. The page 
also includes an activity and an action step that will help 
students see or practice a lesson truth in everyday life.
 RESOURCES: Curriculum Resources, Growing in Faith  
  Together Booklet, Verse Cards

CLASSROOM STRUCTURE
CLASSROOM STRUCTURE

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior
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Jesus, What a Savior! © 2013 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations Truth 78. 57

Lesson 9Jesus, What a Savior!

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

The story of Abraham emphasizes a major theme in the Bible: 
justification by faith alone. As we have seen in previous lessons, all 
people are helpless sinners and deserve God’s punishment. The only 
way to be a child of God is to depend totally on His saving provision. 
Abraham’s faith expresses the extent to which he was trusting 
in God. Instead of depending on any ability he had within his own 
sinful nature, Abraham put his whole confidence in the greatness 
and worth of God, trusting that God would keep all of His promises  
(Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19). In Abraham, God revealed His purpose 
and promise to establish a great nation of people saved by faith—a 
nation that will someday include believers from all the nations and 
ethnic groups of the world.

As you prepare for this week’s lesson, meditate on the 
promises of God and His power and faithfulness to keep 
them. Are you trusting in God alone for your salvation? 
Do you believe that God will keep His promises? Pray for 
a heart of faith that will joyfully embrace and trust in the 
promises of God. Pray that the children would have faith 
awakened in their hearts. Pray that God would use them 
to glorify God among the nations and gather for Himself 
a people from every tribe and tongue.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Abram (9A)
• Sarai (9B)
• Promise (9C)
• Isaac (9D)
• Ram (9E)

 • Stars (9F) 
 • 2 Darkened Hearts and 2 Red 
Hearts (9G-9H)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 9 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• 2 paper plates
• 8 crayons
• Small pile of sand (if sand is not 

available, use salt or sugar)
• For Application (for each child):

 › Star stickers, sequins, or  
glitter glue
 › Markers or crayons

 • For Application (for each group):
 › World map
 › Photos of people from  
other nations

God Makes a Promise to Abraham
M a in I de a s 

 • God desires to make a 
special people  
for Himself.

 • God chooses Abraham 
to be His friend and 
gives Abraham faith to 
trust in Him.

 • God promises 
Abraham descendants 
from all nations.

M emory Ve r se

All the nations you have 
made shall come and 
worship before you, O 
Lord, and shall glorify your 
name.—Psalm 86:9

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Genesis 12:1-2
 2) Genesis 15:1, 5 
 3) Genesis 21:1-3
 4) Genesis 22:1-13, 17-18 
 5) (Psalm 86:9)
 6) (James 2:23)

LESSON FORMAT

Other supplies may need 
to be gathered by the 
teacher. Supplies needed 
for the workbook or 
application time are also 
noted here. 

Lesson instructions also 
include (as needed): 
directions for preparing 
visuals, diagrams showing 
how to assemble more 
complicated visuals, notes 
for the following week if 
special advanced preparation 
is needed, and directions 
for setting up the classroom 
if visuals need to be hung 
on the wall or hidden in the 
room.

Two to three Optional 
Activities are included in 
each lesson for use as time 
allows. Some supplies are 
included as printable PDFs 
in the Curriculum Resources 
(in the Classroom Kit). These 
and other materials teachers 
will need to gather are 
listed in the openig pages 
of each lesson, along with 
preparation directions.

Visuals and other 
resources provided in the 
Curriculum Resources files 
or in the printed Visuals 
Packet are listed here. 
Visuals in bold can be 
displayed electronically.

Teacher Introductions 
help teachers prepare 
their own hearts with 
a short devotional and 
prayer points.

Each lesson is focused around several key themes 
and passages of Scripture, which are highlighted 
in the gray box along with the memory verse.

The lessons in the Teacher’s Guide are carefully written and designed to equip classroom 
volunteers in their roles. Here are some of the helpful features to guide you through the lesson.

UNDERSTANDING THE LESSON FORMAT

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior
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Jesus, What a Savior! © 2013 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations Truth 78. 59

Lesson 9

Large Group Lesson

(Briefly review last week’s lesson by asking the following types of questions.)

Why did God send a flood over the whole world? Did everyone die in the flood? 
Why did God save Noah and his family? Were they sinners, too? What had God 
done to Noah’s sinful heart?

 • Noah loved, trusted, and obeyed God.

 • He knew he was helpless to fix his sinful heart.

 • He knew he deserved God’s punishment. He knew that only God could  
help him.

 • He had faith in God. He did things God’s way.

 • God was pleased with Noah and God covered Noah’s sin.

 • God saved Noah and his family from death in the flood.

Illustration

(Take out the 2 Paper Plates and set them on a table or desk. Place the 8 crayons on 
one plate and the pile of sand on the other. Choose two children to come to the front.)

I have special job for each of you.

You [addressing one of the children] should count the number of crayons.

And you [addressing the other] should count the number of grains of sand.

(Help the child counting the sand get started. Let the second child continue counting the 
grains of sand for about a minute after the other child has finished counting the crayons. 
Address the following questions to the child who counted the crayons.)

Did you finish counting the crayons already? How many are there? Only eight? That 
is such a small number. [Child’s name] and I have hardly started counting the 
grains of sand. There are too many grains to count! There must be thousands and 
thousands of grains. I think we’ll give up counting the sand and just say that there 
is more than we can count.

(Have the children return to their seats. Display the 8 crayons for everyone to see.)

2 PAPER PLATES,  
8 CRAYONS, 

PLATES, PILE  
OF SAND

Suggested wording for 
the teacher to use for 
complicated or important 
ideas is formatted in italics.

Points for teachers to 
convey in their own 
words are provided  
in plain text.

Tips for working with 
visuals, interacting with 
students, and explaining 
challenging concepts are 
included in parentheses 
through out the lesson.

Scripture is highlighted in the 
lesson with bold italic text, 
but teachers are encouraged 
to use their Bibles with the 
students during the lesson.

A review is 
often included 
at the beginning 
of the lesson 
to tie it in to 
previous lesson 
themes since 
the curriculum 
builds on  
what has  
been taught. 

Lessons start with an 
introductory illustration, 
which prepares children 
for the lesson focus and 
lays a foundation for what 
will be taught. Ideas are 
conveyed with concrete, 
real-life examples.

Teachers are encouraged to lead children to discover concepts 
through the interactive lessons. Children with different visual, 
auditory, and kinesthetic learning styles are engaged through 
a variety of illustrations, different ways of presenting Bible 
stories, and a range of activities included with each lesson.

When visuals from 
the Visuals Packet or 
Curriculum Resources 
are used, thumbnails 
are included in the 
margin so teachers 
can easily see what 
needs to be displayed.  
Teacher-provided 
visuals are also  
listed here.

LESSON FORMAT

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior
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Jesus, What a Savior! © 2013 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations Truth 78. 57

Lesson 9Jesus, What a Savior!

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

The story of Abraham emphasizes a major theme in the Bible: 
justification by faith alone. As we have seen in previous lessons, all 
people are helpless sinners and deserve God’s punishment. The only 
way to be a child of God is to depend totally on His saving provision. 
Abraham’s faith expresses the extent to which he was trusting 
in God. Instead of depending on any ability he had within his own 
sinful nature, Abraham put his whole confidence in the greatness 
and worth of God, trusting that God would keep all of His promises  
(Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19). In Abraham, God revealed His purpose 
and promise to establish a great nation of people saved by faith—a 
nation that will someday include believers from all the nations and 
ethnic groups of the world.

As you prepare for this week’s lesson, meditate on the 
promises of God and His power and faithfulness to keep 
them. Are you trusting in God alone for your salvation? 
Do you believe that God will keep His promises? Pray for 
a heart of faith that will joyfully embrace and trust in the 
promises of God. Pray that the children would have faith 
awakened in their hearts. Pray that God would use them 
to glorify God among the nations and gather for Himself 
a people from every tribe and tongue.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Abram (9A)
• Sarai (9B)
• Promise (9C)
• Isaac (9D)
• Ram (9E)

 • Stars (9F) 
 • 2 Darkened Hearts and 2 Red 
Hearts (9G-9H)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 9 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• 2 paper plates
• 8 crayons
• Small pile of sand (if sand is not 

available, use salt or sugar)
• For Application (for each child):

 › Star stickers, sequins, or  
glitter glue
 › Markers or crayons

 • For Application (for each group):
 › World map
 › Photos of people from  
other nations

God Makes a Promise to Abraham
M a in I de a s 

 • God desires to make a 
special people  
for Himself.

 • God chooses Abraham 
to be His friend and 
gives Abraham faith to 
trust in Him.

 • God promises 
Abraham descendants 
from all nations.

M emory Ve r se

All the nations you have 
made shall come and 
worship before you, O 
Lord, and shall glorify your 
name.—Psalm 86:9

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Genesis 12:1-2
 2) Genesis 15:1, 5 
 3) Genesis 21:1-3
 4) Genesis 22:1-13, 17-18 
 5) (Psalm 86:9)
 6) (James 2:23)

TEACHER’S GUIDE–1

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior
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Jesus, What a Savior! © 2013 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations Truth 78.58

M ate r i a l s for Op tiona l Acti v itie s

1. Missions Book
 › Missions book, such as I Heard Good News Today      
by Cornelia Lehn

2. Missions Map
 › Laminated world map
 › Flags or photos

3. Glow-in-the-Dark Placard
You will need the following supplies for each child:
 › 4.5” x 6” piece of black construction paper
 › Glue
 › Glow-in-the-dark star shapes
 › Psalm 86:9 Handout (OA-9, Curriculum Resources)

God Makes a Promise to Abraham

TEACHER’S GUIDE–1

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior
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Lesson 9

Large Group Lesson

(Briefly review last week’s lesson by asking the following types of questions.)

Why did God send a flood over the whole world? Did everyone die in the flood? 
Why did God save Noah and his family? Were they sinners, too? What had God 
done to Noah’s sinful heart?

 • Noah loved, trusted, and obeyed God.

 • He knew he was helpless to fix his sinful heart.

 • He knew he deserved God’s punishment. He knew that only God could  
help him.

 • He had faith in God. He did things God’s way.

 • God was pleased with Noah and God covered Noah’s sin.

 • God saved Noah and his family from death in the flood.

Illustration

(Take out the 2 Paper Plates and set them on a table or desk. Place the 8 crayons on 
one plate and the pile of sand on the other. Choose two children to come to the front.)

I have special job for each of you.

You [addressing one of the children] should count the number of crayons.

And you [addressing the other] should count the number of grains of sand.

(Help the child counting the sand get started. Let the second child continue counting the 
grains of sand for about a minute after the other child has finished counting the crayons. 
Address the following questions to the child who counted the crayons.)

Did you finish counting the crayons already? How many are there? Only eight? That 
is such a small number. [Child’s name] and I have hardly started counting the 
grains of sand. There are too many grains to count! There must be thousands and 
thousands of grains. I think we’ll give up counting the sand and just say that there 
is more than we can count.

(Have the children return to their seats. Display the 8 crayons for everyone to see.)

2 PAPER PLATES,  
8 CRAYONS, 

PLATES, PILE  
OF SAND
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There is a special reason I brought eight crayons to class today. Eight is not a very 
big number, but it is the number of people who were on the ark and were saved 
from the terrible flood. In all the world, God had saved eight people from death 
and destruction.

Why such a small number? Does God only choose to save a very small number of 
people? Is it too hard for God to save a lot of people? Can God only take care of 
and love a few people at a time? Those are very important questions. Where will 
we find the answer to those questions? Yes, in the Bible.

Story

God Gives Faith to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-2; 15:1, 5; 21:1-3; 22:1-13, 17-18)

(The narrative of Abraham’s life of faith is long and most young children are familiar with 
the major events in the story. Therefore, we will be giving a brief summary leading up to 
the main focus: the sacrifice of Isaac and the resulting promise of God. Briefly summarize 
the following events.)

 •  After the flood, the world began to fill with people again.

 • Because Noah and his children were sinners, all the people born after the flood 
are sinners too.

 • God chose Abram and Sarai to be His people.

(Display the Abram and Sarai visuals.)

 • God commanded Abram to leave his home and travel to a land far away.

(Display Promise.)

God promised Abram a great reward: he would become the father of a great nation 
of many people. Even though it was hard to leave his home, Abram trusted and 
obeyed God. Abram and his wife Sarai had no children. God promised Abram that 
Sarai would give birth to a boy.

 • Abram knew that God is the most special person of all. Abram trusted God to 
keep His promise.

 • God decided to give Abram and Sarai new names because of His promise: 
Abraham and Sarah.

 • Even though Sarah was too old to have a baby, nothing is too hard for God. God 
kept His promise and Isaac was born.

(Display Isaac.)

 • When Isaac was a young boy, God commanded Abraham to kill Isaac and offer 
him as a sacrifice instead of an animal.

God Makes a Promise to Abraham
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Do you think Abraham would really do this? Isaac was the special son that God 
had promised him. Why not just sacrifice an animal like Abel did? Was Abraham 
certain that God’s commands are always right? Did Abraham really believe that 
God is good, loving, and faithful? Did Abraham love and trust God with all his 
heart? Did he do things God’s way?

Genesis 22:10—Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 
slaughter his son.

 • Abraham trusted God with all his heart and obeyed Him, and this is what  
God did…

Genesis 22:11-13—But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven 
and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do 
not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that 
you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind 
him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and 
took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.

(Display Ram.)

 • God saved Isaac and provided an animal sacrifice for Abraham to offer instead.

 • God was happy to choose Abraham to be His friend.

 • God wants to share His wonderful love and goodness with people.

 • Abraham was a sinner just like Adam, Eve, Abel, and Noah.

(Tape one of the 2 Small Darkened Hearts to the Abram figure.)

 • Like Abel and Noah, Abraham knew that he could not fix himself or do things 
his own way and be happy.

 • Abraham believed that God was the most special person of all, so he trusted 
God and did things God’s way.

 • He trusted that God would provide a sacrifice (Genesis 22:8), and God covered 
Abraham’s sinful heart.

(Tape one of the 2 Small Red Hearts to the Darkened Heart on the Abram figure.)

 • God was happy with Abraham’s faith and made a very special promise to 
Abraham and his descendants.

(Display Stars.)

Genesis 22:17-18—[God said to Abraham,] “I will surely bless you, and 
I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the 
sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of 
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his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

(Show the children the pile of sand again.)

Could we count all the grains of sand?

That’s how many children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren (and on and 
on) God promised to give to Abraham. There will be more descendants than 
Abraham can even count. These are children, who like their father Abraham, will 
love and trust God with all their heart; people who know that only God can fix their 
sinful hearts and make them happy.

(Tape the other Small Darkened Heart to the Sarai visual, and then tape the other  
Small Red Heart over Sarai’s Small Darkened Heart.)

God will say to these people, “You are My people and My friends.” God is so 
special and wonderful that He is overflowing in love and happiness. God is so 
great that He is able to save more than just a few people. God chooses to save lots 
and lots of people, more people than we can even count. God made that promise 
to Abraham a long time ago and God is still keeping that promise today.

Small Group Application

Choose one or more of these application ideas, as time allows.

Workbook

Have children turn to Lesson 9 in their workbooks. Give them star stickers, sequins, or glitter glue to 
decorate the stars.

God’s Friends

Ask the children to count the number of their friends. Is their number closer to the number of crayons or 
to the number of grains of sand or rice?

What about the number of God’s friends? What does this tell us about God?

God is Great

Does God want to share His love and joy with just a few people or with lots and lots of people? Why is 
God able to save so many people? Because God is so special, wonderful and great, He is able to love 
and save as many people as He chooses.

PILE OF SAND

God Makes a Promise to Abraham
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Memory Verse

Read today’s memory verse from Psalm 86:9—All the nations you have made shall come and worship 
before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name. Show the children a map of the world and pictures of 
people from other nations. Explain that the “nations” in this verse are people from all over the world.

God wants to save many people to show how special He is!

God’s Promise

Point to the stars on the workbook page and have the children count them. Have the children fill in the 
blank below their picture with the number of stars they counted (Answer: 32 stars). Ask the children if they 
have ever looked up into the sky on a very dark night.

There are a lot of stars in the sky. Too many to count! What should this remind us of?

Trusting God

Ask the children what it means to really trust someone.

How did Abraham show that he really trusted God? (Recall the story of Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac.) 
How did God respond to his faith? What does this show us about God? [He will provide what we need, 
He is loving and good, etc.] Is it sometimes hard for you to trust God? For example, do you get scared 
during a bad storm? What true things about God can you remember? How should these give you 
confidence that God can always be trusted?

Trusting God

Recall what it was that God told Abraham to do.

Do you think that Abraham wanted to kill his son? If Abraham had done things his own way instead of 
God’s way, what might he have done? Abraham trusted God with all his heart and he did things God’s way. 
God is happy to call people who trust in Him “friends.”

Read James 2:23—…Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness—and he was 
called a friend of God.

God is Keeping His Promise

Read God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 22:17-18.

How do we see God keeping this promise today?

Read today’s memory verse and explain how it relates to Genesis 22:17-18.

Seeing Jesus

The story of Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac is a “picture” of another father who sacrificed His only Son. 
Who was that? [God sacrificing Jesus on the cross] Why was that sacrifice better than sacrificing 
an animal? [At this point in the curriculum, simply pose the question without a lengthy answer 
or explanation.]
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Optional Activities

If time allows, choose one of the following optional activities:

1. Missions Book

Read a story from a missions book such as I Heard Good News Today by Cornelia Lehn (Faith 
and Life Press, 1983). Emphasize how the story is a fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham from  
long ago.

2. Missions Map

Laminate a poster-size world map. Help the children affix a set of various country’s flags or pictures 
of nationals and/or missionaries, to the map at the appropriate places. You may wish to emphasize a 
certain area of the world, such as the 10/40 Window, or countries served by missionaries from your 
church. In the following weeks, choose a different country each week and take a few minutes at the 
beginning or end of class to help the children pray specifically for the people there.

3. Glow-in-the-Dark Placard

Cut out a 4.5” x 6” rectangle from black construction paper. Have the children glue a copy of the 
memory verse from the Psalm 86:9 Handout to the bottom half of the paper. Then have them glue 
the glow-in-the-dark stars to the top half of the paper and suggest they hang it up at home where 
they will be able to see it from their bed.

Send Home

• Growing in Faith Together for Lesson 9 (one per child)

God Makes a Promise to Abraham

TEACHER’S GUIDE–1

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior


Truth78.org     /     © 2020 Truth78

SAMPLE: JESUS, WHAT A SAVIOR!

17CONTENTS RESOURCES SAMPLE 1 SAMPLE 2

VISUALS PACKET–1

Jesus, What a Savior!  © 2013  Jill Nelson  |  Truth78  Lesson 9: God Makes a Promise to Abraham 9A: Abram

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior


Truth78.org     /     © 2020 Truth78

SAMPLE: JESUS, WHAT A SAVIOR!

18CONTENTS RESOURCES SAMPLE 1 SAMPLE 2

VISUALS PACKET–1

Jesus, What a Savior!  © 2013  Jill Nelson  |  Truth78  Lesson 9: God Makes a Promise to Abraham 9B: Sarai

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior


Truth78.org     /     © 2020 Truth78

SAMPLE: JESUS, WHAT A SAVIOR!

19CONTENTS RESOURCES SAMPLE 1 SAMPLE 2

VISUALS PACKET–1

Jesus, What a Savior!  © 2013  Jill Nelson  |  Truth78  Lesson 9: God Makes a Promise to Abraham 9C: Promise

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior


Truth78.org     /     © 2020 Truth78

SAMPLE: JESUS, WHAT A SAVIOR!

20CONTENTS RESOURCES SAMPLE 1 SAMPLE 2

VISUALS PACKET–1

Jesus, What a Savior!  © 2013  Jill Nelson  |  Truth78  Lesson 9: God Makes a Promise to Abraham 9D: Isaac

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior


Truth78.org     /     © 2020 Truth78

SAMPLE: JESUS, WHAT A SAVIOR!

21CONTENTS RESOURCES SAMPLE 1 SAMPLE 2

VISUALS PACKET–1

Jesus, What a Savior!  © 2013  Jill Nelson  |  Truth78  Lesson 9: God Makes a Promise to Abraham 9E: Ram

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior


Truth78.org     /     © 2020 Truth78

SAMPLE: JESUS, WHAT A SAVIOR!

22CONTENTS RESOURCES SAMPLE 1 SAMPLE 2

VISUALS PACKET–1

Jesus, What a Savior!  © 2013  Jill Nelson  |  Truth78  Lesson 9: God Makes a Promise to Abraham 9F: Stars

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior


Truth78.org     /     © 2020 Truth78

SAMPLE: JESUS, WHAT A SAVIOR!

23CONTENTS RESOURCES SAMPLE 1 SAMPLE 2

VISUALS PACKET–1

Jesus, What a Savior!  © 2013  Jill Nelson  |  Truth78  Lesson 9: God Makes a Promise to Abraham 9G-9H: 2 Darkened Hearts and 2 Red Hearts

9H
9H

9
G

9
G

https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior


Truth78.org     /     © 2020 Truth78

SAMPLE: JESUS, WHAT A SAVIOR!

24CONTENTS RESOURCES SAMPLE 1 SAMPLE 2

Jesus, What a Savior! © 2013 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Truth78. Jesus, What a Savior! © 2013 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Truth78.20 21

Lesson 9

God Makes a Promise to Abraham
M a in Idea s

 • God desires to make a special people for Himself.
 • God chooses Abraham to be His friend  

and gives Abraham faith to trust in Him.
 • God promises Abraham descendants from all nations.

Scrip t ure

 1) Genesis 12:1-2 2) Genesis 15:1, 5 3) Genesis 21:1-3          4)  Genesis 22:1-13, 17-18
 5) Psalm 86:9 6) James 2:23

Memory Verse

Jesus, What a Savior!

All the nations you have made  
shall come and worship before  

you, O Lord, and shall  
glorify your name.

Psalm 86:9

Acti v it y

God chose Abraham to be His friend and gave him a special promise. Abraham trusted God and believed His 
promise that God would save lots and lots of people to be His friends—more than Abraham could even count. 

Instructions: Decorate the stars with sparkly stickers or glitter glue.
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https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/
https://www.truth78.org/jesus-what-a-savior


Truth78.org     /     © 2020 Truth78

SAMPLE: JESUS, WHAT A SAVIOR!

25CONTENTS RESOURCES SAMPLE 1 SAMPLE 2

Jesus, What a Savior! © 2013 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Truth78. Jesus, What a Savior! © 2013 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Truth78.20 21

Lesson 9

How many stars are in the sky above? Count them. There are                                stars.  
Would a real night sky have even more stars than this? What promise did God make to 
Abraham when he looked up at the night sky? (Hint: Genesis 15:5)
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All the nations you have made 
shall come and worship  

before you, O Lord, and shall 
glorify your name.

Psalm 86:9

All the nations you have made 
shall come and worship  

before you, O Lord, and shall 
glorify your name.

Psalm 86:9

All the nations you have made 
shall come and worship  

before you, O Lord, and shall 
glorify your name.

Psalm 86:9
OA-9

OA-9

OA-9

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES–1
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Lesson Summary

The story of Abraham emphasizes a major theme in the 
Bible: justification by faith alone. As we have seen in previous 
lessons, all people are helpless sinners and deserve God's 
punishment. The only way to be a child of God is to depend 
totally on His saving provision. In this lesson we highlighted 
some key events in the life of Abraham that demonstrated 
his faith in God. Abraham's faith expresses the extent 
to which he was trusting in God. Instead of depending on 
any ability he had within his own sinful nature, Abraham 
put his whole confidence in the greatness and worth of 
God, trusting that God would keep all of His promises  
(Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19). In Abraham, God revealed His 
purpose and promise to establish a great nation of people 
saved by faith—a nation that will someday include believers 
from all the nations and ethnic groups of the world.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, meditate 
on the promises of God and His power and faithfulness to 
keep them. Ask your child: Are you trusting in God alone 
for your salvation? Do you believe that God will keep His 
promises? Pray...

• for a heart of faith that will joyfully embrace and 
trust in the promises of God.

• that you and your child would have faith awakened 
in your heart.

• that God would use each of you to glorify God 
among the nations and gather for Himself a people 
from every tribe and tongue.

God Makes a Promise to Abraham

Main Ideas

 • God desires to 
make a special 
people for Himself.

 • God chooses 
Abraham to be His 
friend and gives 
Abraham faith to 
trust in Him.

 • God promises 
Abraham 
descendants from 
all nations.

Memory Verse
All the nations you 
have made shall come 
and worship before 
you, O Lord, and shall 
glorify your name. 
—Psalm 86:9

Scripture
 1) Genesis 12:1-2
 2) Genesis 15:1, 5
 3) Genesis 21:1-3
 4) Genesis 22:1-13, 17-18
 5) Psalm 86:9
 6) James 2:23
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As You Walk By The Way

 • How did Abraham show that he really 
trusted God? Recall the story of 
Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac. Do you 
think Abraham wanted to kill his son? 
If Abraham had done things his own 
way instead of God's way, what might 
he have done? How did God respond to 
Abraham's faith?

 • Is it sometimes hard for you to trust 
God? For example, do you get scared 
during a bad storm? What true things 
about God can you remember? How 
should these give you confidence that 
God can always be trusted?

 • Read God's promise to Abraham in 
Genesis 22:17-18. 

How do we see God keeping this 
promise today? 

 • If possible, show your child a map of 
the world and/or pictures of people from 
other nations. 

Does God want to share His love and joy 
with just a few people, or with lots and 
lots of people? Why is God able to save 
so many people?

Action Step

This week, learn about a missionary family in your church. Make a card to encourage them 
and ask your parents help in mailing it.

All the nations  
you have made  
shall come and 
worship before  

you, O Lord,  
and shall glorify  

your name. 
Psalm 86:9
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Lesson 17Jesus, What a Savior!

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

As presented in previous lessons, Jesus came to save sinners. But 
His message of good news was not always understood by sinners. 
Therefore, Jesus’ ministry also included being a wise and patient 
teacher. His desire was to make known to educated and uneducated 
sinners alike the depth of the riches of the mercy of God. Rather than 
speaking in lofty ways that only scholars could understand, He taught 
the crowds using the vernacular, speaking with words and illustrations 
that were part of their everyday life. And yet, not everyone would 
respond in faith. And this is the point of the parables of Jesus—
that seeing they may not see, and hearing the may not understand 
(Matthew 13:13). Many of the most learned people would hear Jesus 
and remain unchanged. But to those who Jesus loved and called, He 
revealed the secrets of the Kingdom of God, and they were changed 
forever (Matthew 13:16-17).

As you prepare for this lesson, pray for a humble and 
eager heart to receive the teaching of Jesus and obey 
it. Pray that He would equip you with the wisdom and 
patience to teach the students in your classroom His 
truth. Pray that God would give the students hearts to 
understand and embrace the teaching of Jesus.

C u r r icu lum R e sou rce s

• Sower (17A)
• Seed (17B)
• Wilted Plant (17C)
• Weeds and Thorns (17D)
• Healthy Plant (17E)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 17 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Small clay or plastic pot
• A small bag of potting soil
• Package of bean seeds
• Rocks
• Sticks (to use as “weeds”)

 • Small artificial or real plant  
(to place in a pot) 

 • For Application (for each child):
 › Markers or crayons
 › Small flat grain seeds  
(e.g., oats, wheat)
 › Glue

Jesus Teaches Sinners
M a in I de a s 

 • Jesus reveals the truth 
about God through 
words, pictures,  
and actions.

 • Jesus gives 
understanding to 
simple sinners.

 • Jesus’ friends are 
those who respond to 
Him in faith that is 
demonstrated  
in obedience.

M emory Ve r se

[Jesus said,] “If you abide 
in my word, you are truly 
my disciples,”—John 8:31b

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Luke 8:1, 4-15
 2) (John 8:31b)
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M ate r i a l s for Op tiona l Acti v it y

1. Looking for Good Soil Treasure Hunt
 › Seeds Cards (OA-17, Curriculum Resources, cut apart)
 › 4 small plastic cups
 › Potting soil
 › 4 craft sticks
 › Glue

2. Act out the Bible Story
No supplies are needed for this activity.

Jesus Teaches Sinners
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Lesson 17

Large Group Lesson

Illustration

(Tell the students that you have brought some special items to class today. Without 
showing the items to the students, use the following terms to describe what you will be 
doing with the items.)

I am going to teach you how to place organic medium into an earthen 1 receptacle 
in order to establish a botanical specimen.

Did you understand what I just said? Why don’t you understand what I am going 
to be teaching you? Maybe the words I used were too hard for you to understand? 
If I show you what I’m talking about, maybe you could guess what I will be  
teaching you?

(Take out the soil, pot, and seeds.)

After seeing what I brought, can you guess what I am going to teach you to do? 
Am I going to show you how to sew a dress? Bake cookies? Of course not! I am 
going to teach you how to plant seeds.

When I told you that I was going to “be placing organic medium into an earthen 
receptacle in order to establish a botanical specimen” I was really saying, “I am 
going to put dirt in a pot and plant some seeds.”

Sometimes you can explain big words by using words that are easier to understand. 
If I were going to teach you how to do something, should I use big, fancy words 
or small, simple words? Which words would help you learn better when you are 
young? Yes, the small, simple words. Simple words can help explain what the big 
words mean. And if I want you to understand really well, I could use real dirt, a 
pot, and seeds to show you how to do it. Good teachers try to use words you can 
understand, things you can see, and actions that you can watch to help explain 
important things.

 • God has many important things that He wants us to learn and understand.

 • God wants us to know how great and wonderful He is.

 • God wants us to know how happy He can make us.

 • God wants us to know that we are sinners, and we need Him to save us.

SPECIAL ITEMS

SOIL, POT,  
AND SEEDS

1. If using plastic containers, use the term “polyurethane.”
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 • And because God is great, there are many things about God that are hard for 
us to understand.

 • God sent Jesus to teach us about those things.

 • Jesus taught people using real words, pictures, and actions.

Because Jesus knows everything and is the smartest person of all, do you think 
He only used big, fancy, hard-to-understand words when He taught people? If He 
had used those kind of words, who would have been able to understand Him? 2 
Only really smart people. Did Jesus come to save only really smart people? No. 
Who did Jesus come to save? Yes, Jesus came to save sinners! Even sinners who 
didn’t understand big, fancy words. The Bible tells us how Jesus taught. It gives 
us the words, pictures, and actions that Jesus used.

Story

The Parable of the Sower (Luke 8:1, 4-15)

(Use the Soil, Pot, Rocks, Sticks (weeds), Plant, and Seeds to demonstrate the story as 
you tell it. To show the “path,” simply pack down the soil and dig a small “trench” for the 
path after you put it in the pot. Emphasize the following points before reading the story.)

 • Jesus desired to teach and explain to people the good news about God, and 
what He had come to do for sinners.

 • Parables are pretend stories that tell us about true things.

 • Jesus used a word picture of something everyone—even children—understood.

 • He told the story of a farmer planting seeds.

 • Jesus used simple words and pictures to tell the story.

(Read verses 5-8 to the children.)

 • Jesus’ disciples could not understand what planting seeds had to do with 
understanding God. It seemed too simple.

 • Many people thought that only smart people should be able to understand true 
things about God.

 • Jesus is a patient teacher.

 • He wants His people to understand who God is and what God is like, so He 
used things we know to explain things we don’t know.

 • Jesus is a good teacher. He knows how to help sinners understand difficult 
things about God.

 • Jesus explained His story.

SOIL, POT, ROCKS, 
STICKS (WEEDS), 

PLANT, AND SEEDS

Jesus Teaches Sinners

2. In this context we are not speaking in terms of spiritual understanding, but in terms of intellectual comprehension of words 
 and their usage.
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Lesson 17

(Using a Bible and Visuals 17A-17E, briefly and simply explain the meaning of each of the 
different soils and the seed from verses 5-8, and give an example of each response. For 
example, for verse 12: someone hears the Bible and then says something like, “That’s not 
true! How could anyone believe in Jesus. That is foolish.” For verse 14: “I like these stories 
from the Bible, but I’d rather do other things. Playing with my friends is more important that 
Jesus.” Display the visual and then discuss the corresponding comparison in verses 12-15.)

 • Jesus is the best teacher of all.

 • Everything He says is right and true.

 • Jesus’ real friends are those who believe and obey His teaching (John 8:31b; 
John 15:14).

Small Group Application

Choose one or more of these application ideas, as time allows.

Workbook

Have the children turn to Lesson 17 in the workbook and color the picture. Then glue seeds falling to the 
ground. Jesus used simple words, pictures, and actions to teach people. 

You do not have to be smart, or the best reader, or know big words to understand Jesus. Jesus came 
to give understanding to sinners—even children! What kinds of things have you learned about Jesus? 
Where did you learn these things? Can you think of other parables Jesus told? (e.g., lost sheep, lost coin, 
the Good Samaritan, the prodigal son, etc.) What important things can you learn about God through 
these stories?

The Good Soil

What was the Sower sowing? Did the seed grow into big and healthy plants in all of the soils? Which soil 
did it grow in? What kind of person is like this good soil? In our story today, the seed that fell in the good 
soil and grew up big and strong was someone who listened to Jesus and obeyed Him.

Have the students draw a strong, healthy plant emerging from the soil.

Read today’s memory verse from John 8:31b—Jesus said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly  
my disciples.” 

To “abide in” Jesus’ teaching means to “listen, believe, and obey.” “Disciples” is another way of saying 
“friends” (John 15:14).

Read the verse again, inserting “listen, believe, and obey” in place of “abide in” and inserting “friends” in 
place of “disciples”:

If you listen, believe, and obey My teaching, you are really My friends.

BIBLE
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Being Jesus’ Disciple

What does it mean to be a disciple (or friend) of Jesus? To listen, believe, and obey what He says. 
Do you listen to Jesus? Are you excited to learn truth from Jesus? Do you believe that what He says is 
true? Do you trust Him to do what He says? Do you obey what He tells you to do? Do you want to be 
obedient to Jesus? Is it easy for sinners to want to obey Jesus? Why not? Who can help you want to 
obey Jesus?

Optional Activities

If time allows, choose one of the following optional activities:

1. Looking for the Good Soil Treasure Hunt

Before class, prepare four small plastic cups by placing potting soil in each. Tape or glue each of the 
Seeds Cards onto the upper portion of a craft stick. Insert each visual into the soil of a plastic cup. 
Hide the cups in the classroom. 

Have the children search for the “good soil.” When a child finds it, review the memory verse together. 
Have the children close their eyes and hide the cups again. Repeat. 

2. Act out the Bible Story

Assign children to portray the following: the sower, the seeds and growing plants, the birds, the 
weeds, etc. Before reading the story, give each child an example of what actions he should use to 
illustrate the part. The teacher should narrate the story while the students act out their parts.

Send Home

• Growing in Faith Together for Lesson 17 (one per child)

Jesus Teaches Sinners
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Lesson 17

Jesus Teaches Sinners
M a in Idea s

 • Jesus reveals the truth about God through word,  
pictures, and actions.

 • Jesus gives understanding to simple sinners.
 • Jesus' friends are those who respond to Him in faith  

that is demonstrated in obedience.

Scrip t ure

 1) Luke 8:1, 4-15 2) John 8:31b

Memory Verse

Acti v it y

Jesus is the best teacher of all. Everything He teaches us is right and true. He wants to teach us many things 
about who God is and what He is like. Jesus' real friends are those who believe and obey His teaching.

Instructions: Glue seeds down around the ground. Next, draw a healthy, green plant growing out of the soil.

Jesus, What a Savior!

[Jesus said,]  
“If you abide in my word,  

you are truly my disciples,”
John 8:31b
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Lesson Summary

As presented in previous lessons, Jesus came to save sinners. 
But His message of good news was not always understood 
by sinners. Therefore, Jesus' ministry also included being 
a wise and patient teacher. His desire was to make known 
to educated and uneducated sinners alike the depth of the 
riches of the mercy of God. Rather than speaking in lofty ways 
that only scholars could understand, He taught the crowds 
using the vernacular, speaking with words and illustrations 
that were part of their everyday life. And yet, not everyone 
would respond in faith. And this is the point of the parables 
of Jesus—that seeing they may not see, and hearing the 
may not understand (Matthew 13:13). Many of the most 
learned people would hear Jesus and remain unchanged. 
But to those who Jesus loved and called, He revealed the 
secrets of the Kingdom of God, and they were changed  
forever (Matthew 13:16-17). In today's lesson we presented 
the parable of the sower from Luke 8 as an example of  
Jesus' teaching.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• for a humble and eager heart to receive the 
teaching of Jesus and obey it.

• that He would equip you with the wisdom and 
patience to help reinforce the truth that your child 
has learned in the classroom.

Jesus Teaches Sinners

Main Ideas
 • Jesus reveals  
the truth about 
God through 
words, pictures, 
and actions.

 • Jesus gives 
understanding to 
simple sinners.

 • Jesus' friends are 
those who respond 
to Him in faith that 
is demonstrated  
in obedience.

Memory Verse
[Jesus said,] “If you 
abide in my word, you 
are truly my disciples,” 
—John 8:31 b

Scripture
 1) Luke 8:1, 4-15
 2) John 8:31 b

GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER PAGES–2
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As You Walk By The Way

Jesus used simple words, pictures, and actions to teach people. You do not have to be smart, 
or the best reader, or know big words to understand Jesus.

 • What kinds of things have you learned 
about Jesus? Where did you learn 
these things? Can you think of other 
parables Jesus told? What important 
things can you learn about God through  
these stories?

 • In this week's Bible story, what was the 
Sower sowing? Did the seeds grow into 
big, healthy plants in all of the soils? 
Which type of soil did they grow in? What 
kind of person is like this good soil?

 • What does it mean to be a disciple (or 
friend) of Jesus? Do you listen to Jesus? 
Are you excited to learn truth from 
Jesus? Do you believe that what He says 
is true? Do you trust Him to do what He 
says? Do you obey what He tells you to 
do? Do you want to be obedient to Jesus? 
Is it easy for sinners to want to obey 
Jesus? Why not? Who can help you want  
to obey Jesus?

Action Step

This week, have your parents help you to read from the Bible every day for at least 5 minutes. 
Tell your parents one thing that you learned about God after every reading.

[Jesus said,]  
“If you abide in my word,  

you are truly my disciples,” 
John 8:31 b
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Equipping the Next Generations 
to Know, Honor, and Treasure God

Truth78 is a vision-oriented ministry for the next generations—that they may know, honor, 
and treasure God, setting their hope in Christ alone, so that they will live as faithful disciples 
for the glory of God.

Our mission is to nurture the faith of the next generations by equipping the church and home 
with resources and training that instruct the mind, engage the heart, and influence the will 
through proclaiming the whole counsel of God.

We are committed to developing resources and training that are God-centered, Bible-saturated, 
gospel-focused, Christ-exalting, Spirit-dependent, doctrinally grounded, and discipleship-oriented.

RESOURCES AND TRAINING MATERIALS

Truth78 currently offers the following categories of resources and training materials:

VISION-CASTING AND TRAINING

We offer a wide variety of booklets, video and 
audio seminars, articles, and other practical training  
resources that highlight and further expound 
our vision, mission, and values, as well as our  
educational philosophy and methodology. Many 
of these resources are freely distributed through 
our website. These resources and trainings serve 
to assist ministry leaders, volunteers, and parents 
in implementing Truth78’s vision and mission in  
their churches and homes. 

CURRICULUM

We publish materials designed for formal Bible 
instruction. The scope and sequence of these  
materials reflects our commitment to teach children 
and youth the whole counsel of God over the  
course of their education. Materials include  
curricula for Sunday School, Midweek Bible 
programs, Backyard Bible Clubs or Vacation Bible 
School, and Intergenerational studies. Most of 
these materials can be adapted for use in Christian  
schools and education in the home.

PARENTING AND FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP

We have produced a variety of materials and training 
resources designed to help parents disciple their 
children. These include booklets, video presentations, 
family devotionals, children’s books, articles, and 
other recommended resources. 
Furthermore, our curricula include Growing in 
Faith Together (GIFT) Pages to help parents apply 
what is taught in the classroom to their child’s daily 
experience in order to nurture faith.

BIBLE MEMORY

Our Fighter Verses Bible memory program is 
designed to encourage churches, families, and 
individuals in the lifelong practice and love of Bible 
memory. The Fighter Verses program utilizes an 
easy-to-use Bible memory system with carefully 
chosen verses to help fight the fight of faith.  
For pre-readers, Foundation Verses features 76 key 
verses with simple images. Visit FighterVerses.com  
for weekly devotionals and free memory aids. 
Download the Fighter Verses App for quizzes, songs, 
devotionals, review reminders, and other helps.

For more information on any of these resources and training materials contact:
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A darkened 
heart reminds 

us that we 
are sinners.

The wages of sin 
is death. 

Romans 6:23 a

A shiny heart 
reminds us 

what our heart 
should be: 
sinless and 
righteous.

Jesus is sinless 
and righteous.

A red heart 
reminds us of 
Jesus’ death 
on the cross 
for sinners.

Jesus loves 
sinners and wants 

to be our Savior 
and Friend.

For although they 
knew God, they did 

not honor him as 
God or give thanks 

to him, but they 
became futile in 

their thinking, and 
their foolish hearts 

were darkened.
Romans 1:21

In the beginning 
was the Word, 

and the Word was 
with God, and the 

Word was God. 
And the Word 

became fl esh and 
dwelt among us.

John 1:1, 14 a

He himself bore 
our sins in his 

body on the tree, 
that we might die 
to sin and live to 

righteousness.
1 Peter 2:24 a
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