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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
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Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Who is God?  
What is God like?  

How should I act toward God?

The answers to these questions are of utmost importance 
in the life of faith for children and adults alike. The modern 
church has often overlooked the significance of presenting 
children with the great and glorious view of God that He 
has revealed in His Word. We tend to give children a  
watered-down theology of God—one that characterizes 
Him as soft, cuddly, and nice. But our children do not 
need another teddy bear. Although they may not yet have 
the vocabulary to express it, children possess hungry, 
desperate souls that are sinking in sin and longing for 
happiness. A simplistic, warm, and fuzzy image of God  
will not satisfy their soul-hunger.

The ABCs of God presents children with the bountiful feast 
of all that God is in His greatness, His worth, and His Word. 
There is no way we can overemphasize to our children God's 
greatness or worth. He will always be infinitely greater and 
worthier than we can ever communicate. 

Toward this end, The ABCs of God uses the framework of 
the alphabet to teach children the attributes and character 
of God. The lessons help children answer the questions of "Who is God?" and "What is He like?" as they work 
from Almighty (God is all-powerful) to Zealous (God acts with His whole heart). In light of who God is, children 
learn how they should act toward God:

Desperately seek God, 
Passionately love Him, 

Unceasingly trust and obey Him, 
And forever enjoy Him!

As children discover who God is, our prayer is that they will respond to our amazing God who is worthy of their 
greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

01. Vision Overview

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God
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What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.
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Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 
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Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

God-Centeredness
The most important question we can ask of Scripture is, "What does 
this say about our great God?"

Depth
We want to fill students with truth that will make them steadfast, 
immovable, and always abounding. Thus, the Bible must be 
taught in depth with accuracy, yet in an age-appropriate and  
interesting manner.

Application
Teaching falls short if it simply feeds words through students' 
minds. Truth must be understood and applied. Concrete illustrations 
and interaction with Scripture help students connect the known  
to the unknown.

Theology
The truth that our all-powerful, all-loving Triune God sovereignly 
orchestrates all things to serve His glory, and His good purpose is 
central to the teaching of each curriculum.

Partnership with Parents
Because parents, not churches, have the primary responsibility 
before God for the spiritual nuture of their children, the curricula is 
structured to help churches "walk alongside" parents, enabling and 
equipping them in this God-given role.

Our Distinctives

Children Desiring God exists to spread a passion for the 
supremacy of God in all things so that the next generation may 
know and cherish Jesus Christ as the only One who saves and 
satisfies the desires of the heart.

We want millions in every generation to set their hope in 
God. To that end, we aim to fuel spiritual desire by producing  
God-centered, Bible-saturated, Christ-exalting resources, and 
by equipping parents and churches working in partnership to 
instruct the mind, engage the heart, and nurture the faith of the 
next generation.

Our Mission

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

02. Lesson Overview
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important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

TargeT grade: 1sTThe ABCs of God Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 4: Eternal Memory Verse: Psalm 90:2
God has no beginning or end. 
God alone is eternal and totally self-existing. It simply boggles the mind, as there is no way to liken it to anything in our own 
experience. In and of itself, this attribute of God should cause us to fall down and worship Him! He is the same God who 
created the world thousands of years ago. He is the same God who called out to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He is the 
same God who acts today. Because He is eternal, He can be depended on to keep every promise for all eternity! Because 
“eternal” is an abstract concept for children to understand, the lesson first introduced the concept of age and how it is 
determined, and then used this as a means to contrast all other things with the agelessness of God. 

Lesson 5: Creator Memory Verse: Isaiah 44:24b
God made everything. 
After learning that God is eternal in Lesson 4, students can better understand that everything else has its source and 
beginning in this eternal God. This lesson uses a very simple and concrete illustration of a baked treat to indicate the 
obvious: All creation points to a powerful and eternal Creator. Creation exists to demonstrate the attributes of God: God 
is powerful; God is wonderful; God is awesome; God is great; God is the one true God! And, as His creatures, we exist to 
embrace and treasure all that He is! 

Lesson 6: Glorious Memory Verses: Psalm 19:1 and Psalm 72:19a
God shows His greatness and worth. 
One way to understand God’s glory that is particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own show 
and tell of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Creation is one way God shows He 
is glorious. In this lesson, God’s glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, sparkling, valuable 
jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds. 

Lesson 7: Wise Memory Verse: Psalm 104:24a
God causes everything to work out perfectly. 
Lesson 7 helps students understand how God’s wisdom can be likened to a master puzzle maker, creating and fitting 
together diverse pieces in order to reveal His perfect plan in creation. But His wisdom does not end there. As He does in 
creation, God displays His perfect wisdom in all of history and in each person’s life. In this lesson, through the familiar 
story of Joseph, the children are encouraged to recognize and understand this wonderful attribute of God. 

Lesson 8: Almighty Memory Verse: Jeremiah 32:17
God is all-powerful. 
In this lesson, the children will see God’s almighty power demonstrated in creating and sustaining the world. God is also 
all-powerful in His rule over all things, even the human will. Therefore, He is able to accomplish all of His purposes. No 
one can contend against the Almighty. To demonstrate this from Scripture, the lesson presents the events of God sending 
the 10 plagues on Egypt and asserting His will over Pharoah.

Lesson 9: Sovereign Memory Verse: Psalm 115:3
God has the right and wisdom and power to do all He pleases. 
After studying how the Creator wisely accomplishes things by His almighty power, children will explore why it is right that 
God does all that He pleases. By continuing the story of God delivering His people from slavery in Egypt they will learn that, 
ultimately, God uses His sovereignty to display His greatness and worth. Furthermore, God’s sovereignty is not something 
to be rebelled against, but rather a truth to be embraced, giving God’s people a source of great confidence.

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)

The A
B

C
s of G

od  ©
  2

016 Jill N
elson, 

 
              Illustrations C

hildren D
esiring G

od
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Lesson 6: G

lorious 
6

A
: G

-G
lorious

Glorious
God shows His 

greatness and worth.

What You 
Need to Start

T
e

a
c

h
e

r
’s

 G
u

i
d

e

The 

aBcs  of  
God

a study for children  
on the Greatness and Worth of God

by  
Jill Nelson

N
av

ig
at

io
n 

B
ar

Growing in Faith Together 
Parent and Child resourCe Page

lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

TargeT grade: 1sTThe ABCs of God Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 10: Provider Memory Verse: Acts 17:25b
God meets the needs of His creation. 
In this lesson, we help the children understand that God alone ultimately meets all of our needs—whether material, 
emotional, or spiritual. We first focus on material provision, since it is most concrete in the minds of children, and then 
expand this to help them see that our needs go far beyond food, clothing, shelter, and family. Life is about needing God 
Himself and His provision of a Savior, Jesus.

Lesson 11: Self-Sufficient Memory Verse: Acts 17:25
God does not need anything. 
In the previous lesson, the children learned that we need many things in order to exist. Ultimately, it is God who provides 
for these needs. This lesson will go deeper into the meaning of Acts 17:25 by emphasizing the first portion of the verse, 
“nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything,” in order to emphasize God’s self-sufficiency. The 
children will observe the following examples: God created all things by Himself; God did not create people because He 
was lonely and needed our love; and God doesn’t need others to fulfill His purposes. 

Lesson 12: Understanding Memory Verses: Psalm 103:13-14
God remembers that we are weak. 
In this lesson, we will emphasize the reality of human weakness and the compassionate nature of God. The children will 
review the story of Adam and Eve and their sin against God and how we, as their descendents, are born with a sin nature. 
Then we carefully explore the meaning of Psalm 103:13-14 to see that yes, God is angered by sin, but anger is not all He 
feels. God likens Himself to a compassionate father. He knows that no matter how hard we might try, we cannot perfectly 
obey Him. He remembers that we are like dust. This is wonderful news for His children!

Lesson 13: Attentive Memory Verse: Psalm 34:15
God constantly sees, hears, and acts in the world. 
In this lesson, the children will see God’s attentiveness being shown as He interacts with His world and especially with 
those who trust in Him. To demonstrate the latter, we will review the story of Elijah and the prophets of Baal. The prophets 
of Baal could not be heard by their false god. But when Elijah called out to the one true God, Yahweh, God heard and 
acted. He is an attentive God who watches over us, hears His people’s prayers, intercedes and acts on our behalf, all in the 
context of His wise and sovereign rule. 

Lesson 14: Faithful Memory Verse: 1 Thessalonians 5:24
God always does what He says He will do.
In this lesson, the children will be led to see the amazing testimony of God’s faithfulness to all His promises: sending a 
flood and saving Noah and his family, giving Abraham and Sarah a son in their old age, delivering Israel from slavery in 
Egypt, the defeat at Jericho so Israel might enter the land…every promised fulfilled. But one promise, given before all 
these, had remained unfulfilled—the promise of a Savior for God’s sinful and often faithless people. The end of the lesson 
culminates in recalling the birth of the long-awaited Savior—Jesus. 

Lesson 15: Trinity Memory Verses: Deuteronomy 6:4 and Matthew 28:19
God is three persons in one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
This lesson will use several key Scripture texts to, as clearly and simply as possible, present the students with these key 
truths about the Trinity: there is only one true God; there are three persons in the one true God; and the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit are each fully God.

Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

TargeT grade: 1sTThe ABCs of God Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 16: Happy Memory Verse: 1 Timothy 6:15b
God delights in being God. 
In this lesson, the children will review some of God’s attributes to see why God would delight in all that He is and does. He 
is the happiest being in the universe! They will also learn that God has chosen to share the overflow of His own happiness 
with His creation, especially with His chosen people. We end the lesson by emphasizing that God wants us to be happy, 
too. And He is happy to show us that He alone can make us truly happy forever! 

Lesson 17: Love Memory Verse: John 3:16
God gives of Himself for the joy of others. 
In this lesson, we will use the simple illustration of the teacher blowing bubbles for the class to enjoy to help the children 
comprehend the essence and true meaning of God’s love. Then the students will be given biblical examples in which God 
demonstrates His love: His beautiful creation, care of the world, provision for our needs, befriending sinners, and most 
importantly through giving us Jesus. For it is through Jesus alone, freely giving up His life on the cross, that we are able 
experience God’s joyous fullness forever and ever. 

Lesson 18: Omnipresent Memory Verse: Jeremiah 23:24
God is everywhere all the time. 
In this lesson, we will use portions of Psalm 139 and the story of Jonah to help the children understand the meaning and 
implications of God’s omnipresence. He is not a God that resides in a certain location. He is always there no matter where 
we are. Nor must He bounce back and forth across the world trying to care for the various needs of His people. His abiding 
presence is available in all places at all times. It is also true that no one can hide from His presence and sovereign authority. 
And this should cause all to tremble. For no sin is truly secret, no matter how well hidden from the world or others. 

Lesson 19: Refuge Memory Verses: Proverbs 18:10 and Psalm 46:1
God is a place of safety for His people. 
In this lesson, we focus on the life of David to see how this great warrior and king needed to depend on safety and 
protection from his enemies that was beyond his limited abilities—he ran to God. Most of all, David needed a refuge from 
God’s righteous anger because of his sinful heart. In this, too, there is only one place to run for safety—to God! By recalling 
some of David’s words from the Psalms, we will show that, time and time again, he ran to God as his perfect refuge. The 
lesson will use a tower visual to explain the meaning of Proverbs 18:10. 

Lesson 20: Unchanging Memory Verses: Malachi 3:6a; Hebrews 13:8
God never changes. 
In this lesson, we will point out the changes we experience during the natural aging process. We will then contrast this to 
God’s unchanging nature; unlike everything else in creation, God does not change. He cannot change and become better 
because He is already perfect—He is the best. He cannot change and become weaker or worn. He will always remain 
perfect—He will always be the best. We will also use the tower visual from the previous lesson to emphasize that because 
God is unchanging, His people can depend on Him both now and always. 

Lesson 21: Omniscient Memory Verse: 1 John 3:20b
God knows everything. 
This lesson develops the truth of God’s omniscience by giving the children concrete examples of what God knows. The 
contents of 10 bags will be revealed, one by one, and supporting biblical texts will be read and explained leading to the 
conclusion that God knows everything. The lesson ends with the personal implications of this truth. 

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

TargeT grade: 1sTThe ABCs of God Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 22: Good Memory Verse: Psalm 145:9
God is good in all He is and does. 
In this lesson, we will teach the true meaning of goodness and why God is the final measure of what is truly good and 
worthy of approval. We then use the story of God’s providence in the life of the Corrie ten Boom family as they experienced 
war, prison, sickness, and hunger to illustrate the goodness of God, even in the most difficult circumstances. 

Lesson 23: Jealous Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8 and Exodus 34:14
God will not share His glory, or the honor and praise He deserves. 
To help the children grasp this important concept, we begin this lesson by having a contest in which the teacher steals the 
first place prize from the rightful winner. After the children express rightful indignation, we will present the story of the Ark 
of the Covenant in the temple of the idol Dagon. God would not share first place with an idol. It will never be okay for us to 
treat other things or people as if they are better or greater than God. Finally, because God is jealous, He will protect and 
guard all who worship and praise Him—His people.

Lesson 24: Righteous Memory Verse: Psalm 119:137
Everything that God thinks, says, and does is right. 
In this lesson, we give the children an example of something it would be wrong to value—a pail of garbage, and then 
lead them to examples of things it would be right to value with increasing affection, ending with God Himself. Grounding 
God’s righteousness in His valuing what is truly most valuable—His own greatness and worth—gives a sort of measurable 
starting point from which to understand that God’s righteousness is right, along with everything He does and all of His 
rules and commands.  We then present the story of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness to demonstrate His perfect 
righteousness, always obeying His Father, even when tempted by Satan. 

Lesson 25: Wrathful Memory Verse: Romans 1:18a
God is very angry at sin, and is right to punish sinners.
In this lesson, we present the story of Jesus cleansing the Temple and God’s judgment on Sodom to show children a 
glimpse of God’s anger at sin, and why His anger is always right. We also bring this to a very personal level—we are all 
sinners and deserve the rightful wrath of God. This is why we desperately need Jesus. 

Lesson 26: Patient Memory Verse: 2 Peter 3:9
God is slow to anger and slow to punish. 
In this lesson, we recount the story of God sending a worldwide flood during the time of Noah. In this event, we see the 
wrath of God being poured out on sinners—emphasizing the theme of the previous lesson. But we also see the amazing 
patience of God as He waited 100 years before sending the flood, giving sinners more than enough time to repent. We each 
have experienced this kind of patience, too. God is right to be angry at us and would be right to punish us in His wrath. But 
He is also very patient with us. He is slow to anger and slow to punish because He wants us to turn and trust in Him. 

Lesson 27: Merciful Memory Verse: Psalm 145:8
God is kind to undeserving sinners. 
In this lesson, we examine the parable of the lost son to help the children understand that, though we all deserve God’s 
wrath because of our sin, God is merciful to sinners who come to Him with hearts that are truly sorry. Furthermore, we 
stress that God’s mercy is a gift—you can’t earn it or do enough good things to outweigh the bad things you have done. 
Finally, we point out that all people experience a measure of God’s mercy. None of us deserves any good thing from God, 
yet He is kind to undeserving sinners. And the greatest mercy we need from God is forgiveness for our sin. 

Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

TargeT grade: 1sTThe ABCs of God Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 28: Zealous Memory Verse: Isaiah 42:13
God acts with His whole heart. 
In this lesson, we help the children to see and understand God’s zeal by looking at Jesus’ passionate and intense pursuit 
of sinners. His zeal to save us took Him down a road of selfless humility and unimaginable pain and suffering. When 
King Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, He did not ride in to assume His place in the palace. Instead, He went 
to the cross. But even beyond His zeal for saving us is God’s zeal for His glory—it is ultimate. In this lesson and the next, 
we will be explaining, as simply as possible, how God accomplished this ultimate goal through the act of loving and  
saving an unrighteous people. 

Lesson 29: Deliverer Memory Verse: 1 Timothy 1:15a
God saves His sinful people from the punishment they deserve. 
This lesson clearly, and as simply as possible, illustrates what Jesus’ death on the cross accomplished for sinners who will 
put their trust in Him. We use a pile of trash to represent sin and a large, clean, empty trash bag to represent Jesus taking 
the sin of His people upon Himself. We then demonstrate God pouring out His righteous anger at sin by punishing His own 
Son to death. On a larger level, and one that is more difficult to grasp, this lesson also points to God’s ultimate love for His 
glory in saving unrighteous people like us. 

Lesson 30: Victorious Memory Verse: 1 Chronicles 29:11a
God always wins, even over Satan, sin, and death. 
In this lesson, we vividly describe the biblical account of the burial and resurrection of Jesus, and then explain the 
significance of His victory over Satan, sin, and death. Finally, we make the point that God is always victorious over all 
powers, people, circumstances, etc. He always has the final say. 

Lesson 31: King Memory Verses: Psalm 47:7a, 8
God rules over everyone. 
In this lesson, we recount the folly of Israel demanding a human king like all the other nations, rejecting the one true King. 
We then look at the reality of King Jesus’ reign and His return when He will come “in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on his glorious throne” (Matthew 25:31). For the Christian, King Jesus’ rule is a daily reality. Our lives 
should reflect that our highest allegiance belongs to Him, and that we joyfully submit to His authority. 

Lesson 32: eXalted Memory Verse: Psalm 97:9
God ranks far above everything else. He is the Most High. 
In this lesson, we will review the biblical account of the people of Shinar in building the tower of Babel. They wanted to 
draw attention to themselves so that they could be seen as great. But God stopped them in their quest of self-exaltation. 
He alone is exalted and should be seen and worshipped as such. 

Lesson 33: Holy Memory Verse: Isaiah 40:25
God is like nothing else. He is perfect and is separate from sin. 
In this lesson, we will examine Isaiah’s encounter with the holy God in order to understand and feel some of the weight 
of God’s holiness. We will then point out some of the implications of God’s holiness for our lives: Because God is holy, we 
should treat Him and His Word with great respect and honor. He deserves our worship. We should tremble before Him and 
have a healthy kind of fear of Him. Because God is holy, He will not tolerate our sin. We must have our sin forgiven through 
trusting in Jesus in order to be accepted by a holy God. 

Lesson 34: Worthy Memory Verse: Philippians 3:8a
God is most valuable and deserves our greatest love, obedience, and worship. 
In this lesson, we will look at the parable of the pearl of great price to help children understand the surpassing worth of Jesus. 
We will then recount the responses of Peter, Andrew, James, John, and Levi when Jesus called them to be His disciples. 

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages
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Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, key themes, 
a short description of 
each lesson and the 
memory verses. 

 Short and expanded 
versions of the 
Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the curriculum scope in  
order to teach the material 
more effectively.

• Share with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to assist their son or 
daughter with review. It can 
also help parents know how 
to specifically pray for  
their children.

TargeT grade: 1sTThe ABCs of God Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 35: Bountiful Memory Verse: Psalm 13:6
God is more than enough to satisfy all our desires. 
In this lesson, we will read the accounts of Jesus feeding crowds of 4,000 and then 5,000 people. Jesus did not simply 
provide them with just enough food, but more than enough—an abundance, evidenced by leftover food. More importantly, 
Jesus is more than enough to satisfy every spiritual need. The lesson will conclude by explaining Jesus’ words describing 
“a spring of water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:14). Just like a spring of water keeps flowing and flowing, Jesus is 
more than enough to make His people happy forever by giving them eternal life. 

Lesson 36: Never-Tiring Memory Verses: Isaiah 40:28b and Psalm 121:3b
God never gets tired and never sleeps. 
In this lesson, we use the daily human experience of getting tired and needing sleep and contrast this with how different 
God is! He has boundless energy—never sleeping, not even for a 20-minute power nap. He never tires of sustaining 
the entire universe from all eternity, into all eternity. Furthermore, He never wearies of working out His good and perfect 
purposes. And, most precious of all for God’s people, He will never grow tired of loving us, nor of being merciful toward us. 

Lesson 37: Seeking God Memory Verses: Jeremiah 29:13 and Romans 10:13
Seeking God means experiencing a desperate need for God’s forgiveness and calling out  
to Jesus to save you. 
In this lesson, we will review the story of the Pharisee and the tax collector as they went to pray. The Pharisee did not 
recognize his own sin, so he was not desperate for help. He did not seek God’s forgiveness. The tax collector, on the other 
hand, was desperate for help. He hated his sin and wanted to repent—to turn away from sin and turn to God. That is the 
attitude and demeanor of someone who is truly seeking Jesus. 

Lesson 38: Loving God Memory Verse: Psalm 73:25
Loving God is knowing, feeling, and treating God as your greatest treasure. 
In this lesson, we will help the children understand the above statement by first talking about the natural affection 
they have toward parents, family, and friends, and then pointing them toward the necessity, significance, and fruit  of  
loving God most of all. 

Lesson 39: Trusting and Obeying God Memory Verse: John 10:27
Trusting and obeying God means following and obeying God because  
you know Him to be trustworthy. 
In this lesson, we first use the example of God’s command to Abraham to leave his country and home to see how true faith 
in God evidences itself in obedience to God. We then look at Jesus’ words, ”My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me” (John 10:27), to understand the importance of daily trust and obedience in the Christian life. 

Lesson 40: Enjoying God Memory Verse: Psalm 16:11
Those who trust in Jesus can experience the great and lasting joy of being God’s children  
and enjoying Him forever. 
In this lesson, we introduce children to tangible ways Christians can enjoy God right now: delighting in Him through 
reading His Word, going to Him in prayer, rejoicing in Him as we see His works and deeds, and drawing nearer to Him in 
times of suffering. But the greatest joy awaits God’s people in the future—the promise of heaven! The most special and 
happiest thing about heaven is that Jesus will be there to live with His children forever. 

Please visit www.childrendesiringGod.org to find more information about The ABCs of God, review 
curriculum samples, see the entire line of curriculum from Children Desiring God, or place an order  
for your church or home.

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Classroom Kit
Order One per classrOOm 
(available in print Or electrOnic FOrmats)

This kit contains the basic tools you need to start teaching  
this curriculum. 

Customers choosing the electronic format will download a  
PDF file of each resource. Licensing details can be found at  
www.childrendesiringGod.org/about/faqs.php. Please note: the 
electronic Classroom Kit does not include the Student Workbook 
file (separate licenses are available).

Each kit contains one copy of the following:

A. Teacher’s Guide 
Contains the curriculum introduction with teaching instructions,  
40 lessons and an appendix with further teacher resources. 

Print Format: choose from a 3-ring binder or spiral bound.

B. Student Workbook 
Workbooks helps children apply lesson truths to their own heart. 
Includes lesson overview, memory verse/s, and an activity such 
as coloring, cutting and pasting, tracing letters, or matching.

Print Format: printed in black and white and spiral bound.

C. Resource DVD 
Includes Visuals for Electronic display and printable PDFs of 
the Visual Packet, Growing in Faith Together pages, Application 
Resources, Optional Activity Handouts, Review Activities, Verse 
Cards and the curriculum logo.

Print Format: DVD with printable files

D. Verse Cards 
Pocket-sized cards are used to encourage Bible memory. 
Features the memory verse, attribute, and meaning for  
each lesson. 

Print Format: printed in black and white on heavy cardstock and 
bound with a metal ring.

Student Workbook
Order One per student 
(available in print and electrOnic FOrmats)

B. Recommended for every student to use in the classroom. 
Workbooks helps children apply lesson truths to their own heart. 
Includes lesson overview, memory verse/s, and an activity such 
as coloring, cutting and pasting, or completing verses.

Print Format: printed in black and white and spiral bound.

The ABCs of God is written to be taught to lower elementary students over 40 weeks in a Sunday school 
setting. The two main compontents of class time are the lesson—20-30 minutes, and the application  
time—15-30 minutes. Directions for adapting the curriculum to different time frames or settings such as a 
private school or in the home are included. The main teacher or team leader for the class should begin with a 
Classroom Kit as well as a Student Workbook for each student attending the class.

What You Need to Start

03. Resources Available
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Teacher’s Guide
Order One FOr each additiOnal teacher  
Or small grOup leader  
(available in print Or electrOnic FOrmats)

A. Each co-teacher, small group leader and team leader 
should have their own copy of the curriculum to study 
and pray through as they prepare to minister to the 
children under their care. The Teacher’s Guide (which 
is also available in the Classroom Kit) contains the 
curriculum introduction with teaching instructions, 40 
lessons and an appendix with further teacher resources. 

Print Format: choose from a 3-ring binder or spiral bound.

Visuals Packet
Order One iF yOu wOuld like printed visuals 

B.  Visuals help capture and retain the students’ attention 
during the lesson and demonstrate more complicated 
concepts. The Visuals Packet contains a full printed set 
(334 pages) of the lesson visuals. (The visuals are also 
available as PDF files on the Resource DVD if you prefer 
to print them yourself or display electronically.)

Print Format: printed in color on 8.5 by 11 inch cardstock.

Growing in Faith Together  
Booklets (Set of 10)
Order One bOOklet per student Or Family

C. The Growing in Faith Together: Parent and Child 
Resource Pages are packaged together to be given 
to parents at the beginning of the year. This saves 
administrative time for church staff and/or teacher and 
provides parents with a valuable tool to aid in discussion 
about the lessons as well as easy review. (The GIFT pages 
are also available as PDF files on the Resource DVD if you 
prefer to print them for or email them to parents.)

Print Format: printed in black and white and spiral bound.

Verse Cards
Order One per student Or Family 

D. Verse cards provide a handy tool for students to use 
to memorize the verses as well as the attributes and their 
meanings that they are learning each week. 

Print Format: printed in black and white on heavy 
cardstock and bound with a metal ring.

Depending on the size and structure of your children's ministry program, as well as the teaching styles of the 
ministry team, you may need additional resources in order to accommodate co-teachers and small group 
leaders, or to better equip your students to memorize Scripture. The resources listed below are recommended 
based on these and other variable factors.

Additional Resources
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

A B

V
i

s
u

a
l

s
 P

a
c

k
e

t

ABVPEE  Rev 6.17

the 

aBcs  of  
God

a study for children  
on the Greatness and Worth of God

by  
Jill Nelson

T
e

a
c

h
e

r
’s

 G
u

i
d

e

The 

aBcs  of  
God

a study for children  
on the Greatness and Worth of God

by  
Jill Nelson

D

C

G
r

o
w

in
G

 i
n

 F
a

it
h

 t
o

G
e

t
h

e
r

P
a

r
e

n
t

 a
n

d
 C

h
il

d
 r

e
s

o
u

r
C

e
 P

a
G

e
s 

the 

aBCs  oF  
God

a study for Children  
on the Greatness and worth of God

by  
Jill Nelson

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4


Sunday School Curricula

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)

Page 12
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A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Teacher’s 
Guide 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

04. Lesson Sample 1

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

Each lesson is focused 
around an attribute of 
God, the meaning of the 
attribute, and passages 
of Scripture, which 
are highlighted in the 
grey box along with the 
memory verse.

Visuals and any 
preparation needed are 
listed and explained. 
Some visuals are 
available on the 
Resource DVD or in the 
printed Visuals Packet. 
Visuals in bold can be 
displayed electronically. 

Other supplies—such 
as the jewelry box—may 
need to be provided  
by the teacher.

Supplies needed for the 
workbook or application 
time are also noted here.

Teacher Introductions 
help teachers prepare 
their own hearts with 
a short devotional and 
prayer points.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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I n the B l e ssing B ox

• Jewelry box (or another attractive box) containing 
precious looking, shiny plastic gems, gold, and silver 
(Note: This will be used in many future lessons, so care 
should be taken to make it look very special.)

R e v ie w She et

 Æ If you opt to do the Review Sheet, this should be completed before presenting the lesson.

M ate r i a l s for Op tiona l Acti v itie s

1. ABCs Review Game
You will need the following supplies for the class:
 › Alphabet Cards (Resources DVD) for words learned 
thus far: Question, Incomprehensible, YHWH (Yahweh), 
Eternal, Creator, and Glorious
 › Mini Blessing Box (See Optional Activity)

2. God is Glorious Cards
You will need the following supplies for each child:
 › Cardstock or construction paper
 › Magazine cutouts, stickers, and/or markers or crayons
 › Scissors
 › Glue

Glorious

Page 13

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Teacher’s 
Guide 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

This space will also 
include as needed: 
preparation and visual 
assembly directions, 
diagrams showing 
how to assemble more 
complicated visuals, and 
notes for the following 
week if advanced 
preparation is needed.

The Blessing Box is a 
special teaching aid 
children get to open 
each week to discover 
a visual that introduces 
the attribute they will be 
learning about. Teachers 
make the Blessing Box 
from a bankers style 
box wrapped in shiny 
wrapping paper. 

For classes with extra 
time, several Optional 
Activities are included 
in each lesson. Some 
supples are included as 
printable PDFs on the 
Resource DVD. 

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson 6

Large Group Lesson

Illustration

(Ask the children if they have ever heard of something called Show and Tell. Briefly 
explain that Show and Tell usually refers to something done at school when a student is 
asked to bring some object from home to school. Then the teacher has the student show 
the object to the class and tell about it.)

If you were asked to bring a Show and Tell item to school, would you bring an old 
pair of tennis shoes that your mom was going to throw away? Would you bring a 
piece of bread? What about a paper clip? No, you would want to bring something 
you thought was really interesting, special, or valuable.

Today I have brought a Show and Tell item, and I’d like someone to take it out of 
the Blessing Box.

(Choose a child to remove the jewelry box from the Blessing Box, making sure that he 
doesn’t open the jewelry box. Have the child return to his seat. Next, keeping the box 
closed, begin to tell the children about the items in the box. Be as descriptive as possible 
to make the children eager to see what is inside, but keep it brief. For example…)

Inside are beautiful shiny shapes that look like diamonds and other gems. Some 
of the objects are like gold and silver. There are all sorts of interesting shapes and 
sizes. There are all sorts of bright colors that sparkle in the light...etc.

(Set the jewelry box back in the Blessing Box, and ask the students if you did a good 
job with your Show and Tell demonstration. Did anything seem missing? Point out the 
obvious if the children have not guessed it—you forgot the “show” part of your Show and 
Tell.)

 Do you think that it is important for me to actually show you what is inside the jewelry 
box? Why? (Allow the children to briefly respond.)

 • Showing what was in the jewelry box proves that what you said about the contents 
is really true.

 • In seeing the contents, the children could actually admire what is inside.

(Take the jewelry box out of the Blessing Box, and open the lid to display the contents. 
Give the children a few moments to observe the contents. Hold several of the plastic 
gems to the light to show how they sparkle. Ask the children if they have enjoyed actually 
seeing what is inside more than simply hearing your description.)

You might be wondering why I brought Show and Tell today. What does Show and 
Tell have to do with God?

BLESSING BOX 
WITH JEWELRY 

BOX INSIDE
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God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Teacher’s 
Guide 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

Review is often included 
at the beginning of the 
lesson to tie it in to 
previous lesson themes.

Lessons start with an 
introductory illustration 
which prepares children 
for the lesson focus 
and lays a foundation 
for what will be taught. 
Ideas are conveyed  
with concrete, “real  
life” examples. 

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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(Quickly remind the children that we are here to learn the answers to the most important 
questions about God, namely, “Who is God?” and “What God is like?” And we are learning 
that the Bible tells us the true answers to these questions. Now, hold the jewelry box in 
front of the children, close the lid, and comment as follows.)

The Bible tells us that God is eternal—He has no beginning and no end.

The Bible tells us that God is incomprehensible—He is more than we can fully 
understand.

The Bible tells us that God is the Creator of everything.

However, is there anything that shows us who God is and what He is like—
something that can be seen?

(Open the jewelry box again.)

Where will we find the answer to that question? In the Bible.

(Display and read the Romans 1:20a visual from the NASB translation.)

Romans 1:20a—For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, 
being understood through what has been made, (NASB)

(To help the children understand this verse, point to each section and make the following 
comments.)

For since the creation of the world  

This refers to the beginning of time when God created the world.

His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature

God has something called “attributes.” These are qualities or characteristics that 
God has. These are things that tell us who God is and what He is like. They are 
words that describe His greatness and worth.

(Flip the Romans 1:20a visual to reveal the Greatness and Worth visual.)

But this verse also tells us that God has attributes that are “invisible”—something 
that cannot be seen. Does that mean that God’s greatness and worth can never 
be seen, something like keeping the lid closed on the jewelry box?

have been clearly seen

JEWELRY BOX

TAPE

Glorious
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 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

When visuals from 
the Resource DVD are 
used, thumbnails are 
included in the margin 
so teachers can easily 
see what needs to  
be displayed.
Non-provided visuals 
are also mentioned here 
when appropriate. 

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson 6

These words tell us that God’s greatness and worth can be seen...God does show 
us His greatness and worth.

(Open the lid on the jewelry box.)

What is a way that God shows us His greatness and worth?

through what has been made

This is referring to all the things that God has created.

(Quickly show the children the Creation 1-6 visuals depicting the six days of creation that 
were used in the previous lesson.)

 • God does show us His greatness and worth.

 • One way in which He does this is through what He has created.

(Briefly give the children some examples of this.)

When you see a beautiful fish, God is showing you a little bit of His greatness and 
worth. When you bite into an apple and taste it, God is showing you a little bit of 
His greatness and worth.

Flowers, waves, mountains, volcanoes, waterfalls, birds, giraffes, elephants, trees, 
bananas, pumpkins, clouds, lightning, snow, dandelions—all show us a little bit 
of God’s greatness and worth.

God has given us a “Show and Tell” of His greatness and worth!

(Point out that there is a special word for God showing His greatness and worth, the word 
“glory.” Read and display the Psalm 19:1 visual.)

Psalm 19:1—The heavens declare [show] the glory of God, and the sky 
above proclaims his handiwork [the work of his hands].

 • Creation is not the only way in which God shows His glory.

 • God also shows His greatness and worth through all the deeds He has done.

This is what the writer of Psalm 78:4 said:

Psalm 78:4b—[We will] tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds 
of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done.

(Display the Full of Glory visual, and explain that this verse is telling us that God’s 
deeds—all the things He does and all the actions He takes—are also full of glory. Give 
the following example of this by displaying the Red Sea Parting visual, and ask the 
children if they can briefly recall what event the picture depicts. [God parting the sea so 
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 Teacher’s 
Guide 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

Suggested wording 
for the teacher to 
use for complicated 
or important ideas is 
formatted in italics.

Tips for working with 
visuals, interacting 
with the children, and 
explaining challenging 
concepts are included  
in parenthesis through 
out the lesson.

Points for teachers to 
convey in their own 
words is provided in 
plain text.

Scripture is highlighted 
in the lesson with bold 
italic text, but teachers 
and students are 
encouraged to use their 
Bible during the lesson.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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His people could flee Pharaoh’s army in order to escape from Egypt] Point out that this 
was a glorious deed of God—something that showed His greatness and worth.)

All of the people of Israel saw this happen. It was an amazing sight! And after 
seeing this glorious deed, Moses and the people of Israel sang a song responding 
to what they had seen.

Illustration

(Have the children participate in the reading of text from Exodus 15 by doing the 
following: Tell the children that you want them to pretend for a moment that they are like a 
closed jewelry box by sitting in a curled up position with their heads down and their arms 
crossed from shoulder to shoulder. As you read the Bible text, they should remain in this 
position until they hear the word “glorious” or “gloriously.” When they hear either of these 
words, they should quickly “open up” by raising their heads and arms upward. Have 
them practice doing this once or twice. Next, read the following verses from Exodus 15, 
emphasizing the words “glorious” and “gloriously” as you read. You may need to remind 
the children to “close” again after they have “opened up.”)

Exodus 15:1—Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the 
LORD, saying, “I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.

Exodus 15:6—Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power, your right 
hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy.

Exodus 15:7—In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow your 
adversaries;

Exodus 15:10—You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; they sank 
like lead in the mighty waters.

Exodus 15:11—“Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like 
you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?

(Hold up the G-Glorious visual, and have the children recite the following.)

G is for glorious. God is glorious. He shows His greatness and worth.

 • God is glorious in everything He does, whether it is creating the world, creating 
people to fill the world, choosing a people for Himself, parting the sea, answering a 
prayer, or delivering His people.

 • Everywhere we look, and in every situation, we should be looking to see how God is 
showing us His greatness and worth.

Glorious
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)

The A
B

C
s of G

od  ©
  2

016 Jill N
elson, 

 
              Illustrations C

hildren D
esiring G

od
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Lesson 6: G

lorious 
6

A
: G

-G
lorious

Glorious
God shows His 

greatness and worth.

What You 
Need to Start

T
e

a
c

h
e

r
’s

 G
u

i
d

e

The 

aBcs  of  
God

a study for children  
on the Greatness and Worth of God

by  
Jill Nelson

N
av

ig
at

io
n 

B
ar

Growing in Faith Together 
Parent and Child resourCe Page

lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

Teachers are 
encouraged to lead 
children to discover 
concepts through the 
interactive lessons. A 
variety of illustrations 
and different types of 
content within each 
lesson appeals to visual, 
auditory and kinaestheic 
learning styles.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
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Lesson 6

(Read Psalm 72:19a.)

Psalm 72:19a—Blessed be his glorious name forever; may the whole earth 
be filled with his glory!

Small Group Application
Choose one or more of the following suggestions for interacting with the children during this time:

Workbook
Instruct the children to look in the workbook for the page with the large letter “G” for “Glorious.” Read 
Psalm 19:1 as printed on the page and have the children underline the word “glory.” Next, read Psalm 
72:19a and have the children underline the word “glory” here as well. Ask the children to describe ways in 
which creation shows God’s greatness and worth. Encourage the children to decorate the letter, and then 
draw a picture of something God has created that shows His glory.

What deeds has God done, from the Bible and from real-life experience, that show His greatness and 
worth?

Have a time of prayer, thanking and praising God that He is glorious.

God’s Glorious Deeds
Remind the children of the beginning illustration with the jewelry box. What did they think when the 
teacher only did the “tell” part of Show and Tell? Were they excited when the teacher finally opened the 
box? Why? Have the children imagine that the jewels in the jewelry box were real diamonds, gold, etc.

Would they be really valuable and special? How can a jewelry box help us to remember what it means 
that God shows His greatness and worth? Is God more special and valuable than jewels? Are His 
works and deeds more amazing to look at? Can you give me some examples of God’s glorious works 
and deeds?  What things has God done that we should be amazed by?

Seeing God’s Glory
Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some pictures showing the diversity of God’s 
creation as you do this.)

How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did you see His glory this week? Where? 
Do you see His glory in this room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

Praising God
Read Psalm 145:1-6.

When God shows us His greatness and worth (His glory), how should we act toward Him? What does 
this psalm say?

Explain that the psalmist uses words such as “extol God; bless Him; praise Him.”
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 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
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ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

Small group leaders 
are provided with a 
variety of questions 
and discussion starters 
to help students to 
transition the truths 
learned from their head 
to their heart. These 
truths are applied to 
the students’ lives in 
practical ways.
Application is best  
done in groups of  
4-8 children.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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The psalmist says that we should praise God and tell others about God and what He has done. We 
should think about His glorious deeds. What can you do this week to praise God when you have seen 
that He is glorious? How could you tell someone about a glorious thing that God has done? How could 
you study a wondrous work of God?

Responding to God’s Glory
Read Romans 1:20a and remind the children that one of the ways that God shows His greatness and 
worth is through what He has made.

Everything He created shows His greatness and worth—His glory. That means that He created 
everything for His glory. That means that each one of us was created to show the greatness and worth 
of God. How do you think a person would do this?

Give the children a concrete illustration to help their thinking. For example:

How would a person show or demonstrate that the jewelry in a box was really special, valuable, and 
amazing? How would you treat the jewels? Would you ignore them or want to look at them? Would you 
treasure them or use them for playing games with? How could you show or demonstrate that God is 
more special, valuable, and amazing than anything else?

Optional Activities
If time allows, choose one of the following optional activities:

1. ABCs Review Game
Create a mini blessing box using a shoe box and fancy paper. Inside the box, place the Alphabet 
Cards for words learned thus far: Question, Incomprehensible, YHWH (Yahweh), Eternal, Creator, 
and Glorious. Call on volunteers to pick a card out of the box. Then review all the information for that 
letter—word, meaning, and memory verse.

2. God is Glorious Cards
When we see the greatness and worth of God, we should tell other people about it. Have each child 
make a card with magazine cutouts, stickers, or their own drawings that tells about one way they have 
seen the glory of God. Encourage them to share this card with someone in their family or a friend.

Send Home
• Growing in Faith Together Page for Lesson 6 (one per child)

Glorious
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

Optional activities help 
children learn in more 
creative and interactive 
ways. These activities 
help review main ideas 
from the lesson and 
teach children the 
memory verse. 
There are a variety of 
activities designed for 
both small group and 
large group settings. 
These intentional 
activities include crafts, 
making puzzles, creating 
classroom displays, 
reading stories, playing 
games and much more.

Reminders of what 
needs to be sent home 
with the children are 
given to teachers.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

05. Visuals Sample 1

Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

Visuals include full color 
illustrations, pictures 
and signs that are used 
to teach or enhance 
parts of the lesson. 

Visuals that do not 
need to be assembled, 
cut apart or built upon 
are provided on the 
Resource DVD in a 
PDF format ready for 
electronic display with a 
projector or on a screen. 
This can be helpful for 
large classrooms.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org


Sunday School Curricula

 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.
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For since the creation of 
the world His invisible 
attributes, His eternal 

power and divine nature, 
have been clearly seen, 

being understood through 
what has been made,

Romans 1:20a (NASB)
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For since the creation of 
the world His invisible 

attributes, God’s greatness 
and worth, have been 

clearly seen, being 
understood through what 

has been made,
Romans 1:20a (NASB)
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God-centered resources for 
training the next generation
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org


Sunday School Curricula

 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.
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The heavens 
declare the glory 

of God, and the sky 
above proclaims  
his handiwork.

Psalm 19:1
Photo courtesy of Arches National Park Service. Photographer: Jacob W. Frank
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
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God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
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Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
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Sunday School Curricula

 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

The ABCs of God  ©  2016 Jill Nelson, 
               Illustrations Children Desiring God        Lesson 6: Glorious 6F: Red Sea Parting
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Sunday School Curricula

 Student 
Workbook

  Student Workbooks 
reinforce lesson 
truths and encourage 
discussion and review.  
It is recommended 
that you store 
workbooks in the 
classroom during the 
year. Then, at the end 
of the year students 
can take the book 
home and continue  
to review the lessons. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook per 
student. Copies of a lesson 
can be made for visitors.

• If using the electronic 
format, purchase one 
license for each student. 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org
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Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

Each lesson has two 
pages in the Student 
Workbook. The first 
page shows the attribute  
learned in the lesson, 
its meaning, and the 
memory verse(s). There 
are a variety of ways kids 
can color or decorate 
the letter.

The lessons in the 
Student Workbook are 
arranged alphabetically 
so children are surprised 
with what letter they are 
studying each week.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org


Sunday School Curricula

 Student 
Workbook

  Student Workbooks 
reinforce lesson 
truths and encourage 
discussion and review.  
It is recommended 
that you store 
workbooks in the 
classroom during the 
year. Then, at the end 
of the year students 
can take the book 
home and continue  
to review the lessons. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook per 
student. Copies of a lesson 
can be made for visitors.

• If using the electronic 
format, purchase one 
license for each student. 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

A glorious deed of the LORD: A glorious deed of the LORD:

Draw a picture of something God has created that shows His glory:

The second page 
contains an activity that 
relates to the lesson 
themes. Activities 
include coloring, filling 
in blanks, cutting and 
pasting, matching and 
more. Elements that 
need to be cut out 
and added to certain 
pages are included on 
the Resource DVD as 
printable PDFs.

Page 25

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

06. Workbook Sample 1

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org


Sunday School Curricula

 Student 
Workbook

  Student Workbooks 
reinforce lesson 
truths and encourage 
discussion and review.  
It is recommended 
that you store 
workbooks in the 
classroom during the 
year. Then, at the end 
of the year students 
can take the book 
home and continue  
to review the lessons. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook per 
student. Copies of a lesson 
can be made for visitors.

• If using the electronic 
format, purchase one 
license for each student. 

The ABCs of God  © 2016 Jill Nelson , Illustrations by Children Desiring God  

The ABCs of God Review ACTiviTy

 RA-6: Glorious Review

GLORIOUS

A glorious deed of the LORD!

 Review 
Activities 

  The Review Activity 
pages provide a way  
to remind students 
what was learned in 
the previous lesson 
and help them 
practice their memory 
verse. The pages are 
ideal to use while 
children are arriving 
to class, before the 
lesson begins.

Ordering tips:

• Review Activities are 
included as a printable 
PDF file on the Resource 
DVD in the Classroom Kit.
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

These pages include 
a variety of activities 
such as filling in the 
blanks, matching, word 
searches, crossword 
puzzles, mazes, code 
breaking, coloring,  
and more.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.
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God-centered resources for 
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 Growing 
in Faith 
Together 

 Growing in Faith 
Together: Parent and 
Child Resource Pages 
provide an overview of 
the lesson, questions 
and activities so 
parents can discuss, 
apply and reinforce the 
lesson material with 
their son or daughter. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• PDF files which can 
be printed for parents 
or emailed to them are 
included on the Resources 
DVD in the Classroom Kit.

• The Growing in Faith 
Together Booklets provide 
a preprinted, bound option 
and can be purchased in 
sets of 10 booklets.

07. Resources Sample 1

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

Parents are provided 
with the Scripture, key 
themes and memory 
verse as well as a lesson 
summary so they can 
learn more about what 
their child was taught. 

Prayer points provide 
direction to parents on 
how to specifically pray 
for the heart of their 
son or daughter. Each 
prayer point connects 
back to a theme 
taught in the lesson or 
application question that 
was presented to the 
children in class.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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time of prayer, thanking and praising God that 
He is glorious.

 • Read Psalm 145:1-6. When God shows us 
His greatness and worth (His glory), how 
should we act toward Him? What does this 
psalm say? Explain that the psalmist uses 
words, such as "extol God; bless Him; praise 

Him." The psalmist says that we should praise 
God and tell others about God and what He 
has done. We should think about His glorious 
deeds. What can you do this week to praise 
God when you have seen that He is glorious? 
How could you tell someone about a glorious 
thing that God has done? How could you study 
a wondrous work of God?

Action Step

This week, every night before going to bed, recall three glorious deeds of God that you observed  
or experienced. 

Memory Verse Activity

Use the special code to discover what words are missing in the memory verses.

G RI SL UO Y

of  God,  and  the  sky  above  proclaims  his
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

The  heavens  declare  the

name  forever;  may  the  whole  earth  be  filled 

Blessed  be  his

with  His !—Psalm 72:19a
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Growing 
in Faith 
Together 

 Growing in Faith 
Together: Parent and 
Child Resource Pages 
provide an overview of 
the lesson, questions 
and activities so 
parents can discuss, 
apply and reinforce the 
lesson material with 
their son or daughter. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• PDF files which can 
be printed for parents 
or emailed to them are 
included on the Resources 
DVD in the Classroom Kit.

• The Growing in Faith 
Together Booklets provide 
a preprinted, bound option 
and can be purchased in 
sets of 10 booklets.

Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

The As You Walk By  
the Way section  
provides discussion 
starters and questions 
parents can review with 
their son or daughter 
to encourage not only 
“head knowledge” but 
more importantly, a 
“heart response.”

Action Steps are simple 
activities to help children 
live what they are 
learning in everyday life.

An activity to help 
children memorize 
their memory verse is 
included at the end of 
each Growing in Faith 
Together page. 

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson 14The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

The Old Testament is an amazing testimony to the faithlessness of 
God’s chosen people. When Moses communicated God’s holy and 
righteous law to Israel, they boldly exclaimed: “All the words that the 
LORD has spoken we will do” (Exodus 24:3). How quickly they broke 
that promise, for they failed to understand the depth of deceit that 
sin had planted in their hearts. And their testimony is not unique, for 
we all, like them, have inherited rebellious sinful hearts from our first 
ancestors, Adam and Eve. God’s law acts as a mirror both to Israel 
and us—it truthfully shows us our sin, our falling short of treasuring 
God most of all.

But God made a wonderful promise in the midst of Adam and Eve’s 
failure—a promise to send a perfect Deliverer to crush the power of 
Satan, sin, and death. And throughout the Old Testament, we see the 
extraordinary faithfulness of God as He keeps promise after promise, 
pointing forward and culminating in the arrival of the Deliverer—
Jesus, the Holy Son of God. In Jesus, all of God promises are “Yes” (2 
Corinthians 1:20)!  

Pray that as the children see God’s perfect faithfulness 
revealed, they may experience Him as a bedrock of 
certainty. He is trustworthy in all His words and deeds. 
May they have an unshakable confidence in Him in 
every situation. 

F rom R e sou rce s DV D

• F-Faithful (14A)
• S-Sovereign (9A)
• Promise Tag (14B, see Visuals 

Preparation)
• 100 Years 1-6 (14C-14H, see 

Visuals Preparation)
• Promise 1-Flood (14I)
• Promise 2-Son (14J)
• Red Sea Parting (6F)

 • Promise 4-Jericho (14K)
 • Promise 5-Savior (14L) 
 • Promise 6-Baby (14M)
 • Faithful (14N) 
 • For Review:

 › Attentive Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 14 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Small gift related to Jesus' birth 

(e.g., manger scene ornament)
• Gift wrap
• 4 nesting boxes (see Visuals 

Preparation)

 • Tape
 • Clothesline and clothespins or large 
paper clips, or tape 

 • For Application (for each child):
 › Pencil or pen
 › Markers or crayons

Faithful
M a in I de a

 • God always does what 
He says He will do.

M emory Ve r se

He who calls you is faithful; 
he will surely do it . 
—1 Thessalonians 5:24 

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Joshua 23:14
 2) (Matthew 1:21)
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Teacher’s 
Guide 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

08. Lesson Sample 2

Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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I n the B l e ssing B ox

• Small gift relating to Jesus' birth (e.g., a Christmas 
ornament with a manger scene or something similar, see 
Visuals Preparation)

 • 4 gift boxes or bags (see Visuals Preparation) 
 • Gift wrap (see Visuals Preparation) 
 • Tape

Visua l s P r e pa r at ion

 Æ Clothesline—Stretch out the clothesline and attach each end to a solid object, so that you can use the 
clothesline to hang visuals using clothespins or large paper clips during the lesson. If you opt to not use the 
clothesline, use tape to attach the visuals to the wall.

 Æ 100 Years Visuals—Cover the 100 Years 1-6 (14C-14H) visuals with gift wrap, taping the gift wrap at the top 
only of each visual. Tape the 100 Years visuals on the timeline before class, leaving room for the Promise 1-6 
visuals (14I-14N), as shown below. (Note: The Promise visuals are shown below for your reference for 
placement of the visuals during class. The timeline should be one long line, not two. It has been broken into 
two lines in this diagram only because of the space constraints on this page.)

 Æ Blessing Box Gift—Place the small gift relating to Jesus' birth in a small box and wrap with gift paper. Place 
this wrapped box in a slightly larger box and wrap again, and repeat two more times (the last gift box will now 
contain three successively smaller gift boxes). Attach the Promise Tag (14B) to the outside of the last box 
(The gift could also be wrapped using a series of  gift bags instead of wrapped boxes.)

R e v ie w She et

 Æ If you opt to do the Review Sheet, this should be completed before presenting the lesson.

M ate r i a l s for Op tiona l Acti v itie s

1. God is Faithful Christmas Ornament
You will need the following supplies for each child:
 › Faithful Ornament (OA-14A through OA-14C, 
Resources DVD)
 › Colorful scrapbooking paper or heavy wrapping paper
 › Double-stick tape or gluestick
 › 24-inch piece of thin ribbon or string

2. Memory Verse Game
 › Choose a Memory Verse Review Game from the 
Appendix section.

3. ABCs Review Game
You will need the following supplies for each small group:
 › Alphabet Cards (Resources DVD) for words learned 
thus far: Question, Incomprehensible, YHWH (Yahweh), 
Eternal, Creator, Glorious, Wise, Almighty, Sovereign, 
Provider, Self-Sufficient, Understanding, Attentive, and 
Faithful

Faithful

Page 30

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Teacher’s 
Guide 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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Lesson 14

Large Group Lesson

Illustration

(Choose a child to open the Blessing Box, take out the gift, and read the Promise Tag 
out loud to the class.)

 What is a promise? 

 • A promise is someone telling you that they will do a certain thing.

 • A promise means you will keep your word: You do what you say you will do. 
There will be a gift inside the box.

 How will [child] know for certain if I have kept my promise?

(Instruct the child to quickly unwrap the gift.)

 Have I kept my promise?

(Instruct the child to quickly unwrap the gift two more times, and repeat the question 
after each unwrapping—Have I kept my promise?)

 • It may seem like I have not kept my promise yet.

 • The unwrapped gift was not what you expected.

 • This class may begin to doubt whether or not I will keep my promise: Will there 
really be a gift inside? Or just more wrapped boxes?

 Why would it be important for someone to keep a promise? Does it really matter?

 • Keeping a promise is important, because it proves whether or not someone 
can be trusted.

 • When someone is trustworthy and keeps his promises, we say that he is 
“faithful.”

 How will you know whether or not I have been “faithful” in keeping my promise?

(Tell the child to return to his seat and explain to him that later in the lesson you will have 
him come up and unwrap the gift again.)

 Do people always keep their promises? [No.] Why not?

 • Sometimes people purposely lie to avoid doing something, like saying “I promise I 
will do the dishes after I play outside.”

BLESSING BOX 
WITH GIFT INSIDE

Page 31
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leader should have a copy  
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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 • Sometimes people forget and don’t remember that they made a promise.

 • Sometimes people are not able to keep a promise even if they try, like if your daddy 
says: “I promise we will go to the zoo on Friday.” But when Friday comes, your 
daddy is sick and cannot take you.

 What about God? Is He always faithful in keeping His promises? Could something 
happen that would make God not able to keep a promise?

(Hold up the S-Sovereign visual, and review that God is sovereign. He has the right, 
wisdom, and power to do all that He pleases.)

 • Nothing can stop God from keeping a promise. He is always able to do what He 
says He will do.

 • God is always able to be faithful.

 But does God ever lie so that He can avoid having to do something later? Does He say 
one thing, knowing that He really doesn’t intend to do it?

(Use the clothesline and clothespins or paper clips, or tape on the wall and the 
corresponding visuals as you briefly recall some of God’s promises. Attach each visual to 
the line in chronological order from left to right, starting with the Promise 1-Flood visual.)

 • God promised to destroy the world with a flood, but save Noah and his family.

 • Was this a lie, or did God keep His promise?

 • The flood came and destroyed the earth while Noah and his family were kept safe 
in the ark.

 • God is faithful. He kept His promise.

(Display and hang the Promise 2-Son visual.)

 • God promised to give Abraham and Sarah a baby in their old age.

 • Was this a lie, or did God keep His promise?

 • Sarah gave birth to Isaac in her old age.

(Have the children recite with you...)

God is faithful. He kept His promise.

(Display and hang the third promise visual, the Red Sea Parting.)

 • God promised to free His people Israel from their slavery in Egypt.

 • Was this a lie, or did God keep His promise?

 • God sent the plagues against Egypt and led His people out of Egypt, through the 
Red Sea.

CLOTHESLINE AND 
CLOTHESPINS OR 
PAPER CLIPS, OR 

USE TAPE ON THE 
WALL, AND THE 

PROMISE 1-2 , 
RED SEA PARTING, 
AND PROMISE 4-6 

VISUALS

Faithful
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 Teacher’s 
Guide 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
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Lesson 14

God is faithful. He kept His promise.

(Display and hang the Promise 4-Jericho visual.)

 • God promised that Israel would have victory over the mighty city of Jericho.

 • Was this a lie, or did God keep His promise?

 • God instructed Joshua to have Israel walk around the city, and blow trumpets and 
shout. Then God caused the mighty walls of Jericho to fall down.

God is faithful. He kept His promise.

 • Many years later, before Joshua died, he reminded the people of Israel about how 
God had kept His promises.

(Read Joshua 23:14.)

Joshua 23:14—And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you 
know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one word has failed of 
all the good things that the LORD your God promised concerning you. All 
have come to pass for you; not one of them has failed.

 How many promises did God keep? [every single promise] 

 • God never lies. When He says He will do something, He does it.

 • God never fails to keep a promise. He is faithful.

 But could God ever forget to keep a promise? Has He made too many promises to 
keep track of? Or maybe over a long time, will He forget about one?

(Display the Promise 5-Savior visual, and place it to the left of the Promise 1-Flood 
visual on the timeline.)

 • After Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, God made a very special promise. A 
promise of a very special gift: He promised to one day send someone who would 
save His people from their sin.

 • Years and years passed…

(Point to the events on the timeline.)

 • …but still no Savior came.

(Display the Promise 6-Baby visual, and place it directly to the right of the Promise 
4-Jericho visual on the timeline.)

 • God began to give His people more clues about the promised Savior.

 • God’s promised Savior would be born as a little baby. He would be born to a virgin 
in Bethlehem (Isaiah 7:14 and Micah 5:2).

Page 33

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Teacher’s 
Guide 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:
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available in the Classroom 
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leader should have a copy  
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and application times.
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.
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 • Would God keep His promise? 

(Choose a child to lift the gift wrap from the first 100 Years visual to reveal the visual 
underneath. Quickly repeat this with the other 100 Years visuals.)

This is lots and lots of years. That is more years than any of us have been alive. 
Had God forgotten His special promise during all that time? Might it have seemed 
like what happened to [child with gift]—always waiting and hoping that there 
would be a gift inside?

(Give the gift to the child again and have him unwrap the final layer to reveal the gift 
inside.)

 • I did not forget my promise to [child’s name], even though it might have seemed 
like it.

(Place the Faithful visual to the right of the last 100 Years visual.)

Yes, it may have seemed that God had forgotten His promise. But God IS faithful. He 
always does what He says He will do. Always!

 • God kept His promise and sent His people a Savior.

 • Jesus is God’s promised Savior.

(Display the F-Faithful visual.)

God is faithful. He always does what He says He will do.

Small Group Application
Choose one or more of the following suggestions for interacting with the children during this time:

Workbook
Instruct the children to turn to the large letter “F” for “Faithful” in the workbook and have them read 
and repeat with you the definition printed on the page. Next, read and discuss the memory verse from  
1 Thessalonians 5:24. Instruct them to underline the words “he will surely do it.” Then have them decorate 
the letter and the illustration.

Why is it important to know that God is faithful and will always do what He says He will do? Can you 
really completely trust someone if you don’t know whether or not he will keep his promise? Why not? 
How does it feel when someone doesn’t keep a promise that he made to you?

Recalling God’s Promises
Ask the children if they can recall some promises that God has made in the Bible and/or use some of the 
following:

Deuteronomy 7:9 (to keep loving His people)

GIFT WRAP-
COVERED 100 

YEARS 1-6 VISUALS

GIFT AND 
FAITHFUL VISUAL

Faithful
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.
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Lesson 14

Psalm 34:15 (to watch over and hear the cry of His people)

Isaiah 41:13 (to help His people)

John 3:16 (to give eternal life to those who believe in Jesus)

1 Corinthians 10:13 (to provide escape in times of temptation)

2 Thessalonians 3:3 (to provide protection from Satan)

Hebrews 13:5 (to never leave you)

1 John 1:9 (to forgive when you confess your sin)

Can you think of a time when trusting in one of God’s promises helped you in a difficult situation? 
(Be ready to share from your own experience.) Is there a certain promise you are having a hard time 
believing that God can keep? Are there examples of God’s faithfulness in the Bible that could help give 
you more confidence? Is God able to keep a promise even when it seems impossible to us (like God 
keeping His promise to give Abraham and Sarah a baby even though they were too old)?

“Warning” Promises
Ask the children if they think that God only makes “nice” promises, the kinds of promises people like to 
hear. Point out that in the lesson there was a promise God made that people didn’t want to hear:

God promised to send a flood to destroy the world, including all the wicked people who did not trust 
and obey God. Was God faithful to keep this promise, too? Why? [because He is faithful and always 
does what He says He will do] Can you think of any other promises people might not want God to 
keep? [e.g., Psalm 1:6 and Mark 16:16] Will God stop being faithful just because people don’t like 
a certain promise? Because God is always faithful, how should we act toward Him? Should we pay 
attention to His warning promises?

Trusting God to Keep His Promises
Ask the children to recall what they felt like when the child had unwrapped the gift from the Blessing Box 
three times and still didn’t find the hoped for present inside.

Did you start to wonder if the teacher had been telling the truth? How long did [the child] have to wait 
to finally see the present? How long is that compared to how long God’s people waited for the promise 
of a Savior? Do you ever feel as if God was “slow” in keeping a certain promise? What was it? Is it 
sometimes hard to trust God and believe that He knows just the right timing for keeping His promise? 
Why is it important to keep on trusting in His faithfulness even when we can’t see Him keeping a 
promise right away?

Jesus, the Best Promise of All
Read and discuss the promise that God made to Joseph from Matthew 1:21.

How did God keep His promise to save His people through Jesus? What did Jesus do to save His 
people? Why was Jesus the best promise of all?
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.
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Thanking God for His Faithfulness
Take a few minutes and have the children make a list of promises that God has kept—both biblical 
examples and personal ones. Have a time of prayer thanking God for His faithfulness.

Optional Activities
If time allows, choose one of the following optional activities:

1. Faithful Ornament
Before Class: Print one copy of Faithful Ornament in color on cardstock for each child. Cut out the 
three hexagon ornament pieces. Using one of the ornament pieces as a template, cut three additional 
hexagon pieces for each child out of colorful scrapbook paper or heavy wrapping paper. Fold each 
ribbon/strong in half and tie the ends together in a big knot.

In Class: Have the children fold each of their six hexagon ornament pieces in half vertically with the 
fronts facing each other. Put tape or glue on a back half of the first ornament piece and attach it to 
a back half of the second ornament piece, lining up the edges. Put tape or glue on the other back 
half of the second piece and attach it to the third piece. Continue until all of the ornament pieces are 
attached in a stack. Be careful to make sure all of the images are facing the same direction. Pull the 
ornament open and lay the ribbon or string down the center of the ornament (against the folds). The 
knot should be just below the bottom of the ornament with the loop at the top. Tape or glue the ribbon 
to the center of the ornament to secure it. Tape or glue the open halves from the first and last pieces 
together to complete the ornament. Tie a knot in the ribbon at the top of the ornament.

Note: If you are short on time, you can remove some of the hexagon ornament pieces or create a 
flat ornament by gluing just two pieces back-to-back with the ribbon between them. If, on the other 
hand, you have more time, some of the cutting could be done by the children.

2. Memory Verse Game
Choose a Memory Verse Review Game from the Appendix section.

3. ABCs Review Game
Play the ABCs Review Game (similar to the game of concentration) using the Alphabet Cards for 
words learned thus far: Question, Incomprehensible, YHWH (Yahweh), Eternal, Creator, Glorious, 
Wise, Almighty, Sovereign, Provider, Self-Sufficient, Understanding, Attentive, and Faithful. Place 
the cards face down on a table, making sure that they are shuffled well. Have each child take a turn 
flipping two cards over. If they are for the same attribute of God, that player wins the pair and gets 
another turn. If they don't match, the next child takes a turn.

Send Home
• Growing in Faith Together Page for Lesson 14 (one per child)

Faithful
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 Teacher’s 
Guide 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
lesson material.

ORDERING TIPS:

• The Teacher’s Guide is 
available in the Classroom 
Kit or on its own. Teachers 
can choose from three 
formats: 3-ring binder, coil 
bound or as an electronic 
PDF download. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.
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These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a
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Visuals  
Packet 
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Guide
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The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.
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Introduction
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.
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and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

The ABCs of God  ©  2016 Jill Nelson, 
               Illustrations Children Desiring God        Lesson 14: Faithful 14C-14D: 100 Years 1-2
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The ABCs of God  ©  2016 Jill Nelson, 
               Illustrations Children Desiring God        Lesson 14: Faithful 14E-14F: 100 Years 3-4

100 
YEARS
100 

YEARS

14E

14F
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 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
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These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
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Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

The ABCs of God  ©  2016 Jill Nelson, 
               Illustrations Children Desiring God        Lesson 14: Faithful 14J: Promise 2 - Son
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Sunday School Curricula

 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.

The ABCs of God  ©  2016 Jill Nelson, 
               Illustrations Children Desiring God        Lesson 14: Faithful 14K: Promise 4 - Jericho
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877.400.1414
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Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)

The A
B

C
s of G

od  ©
  2

016 Jill N
elson, 

 
              Illustrations C

hildren D
esiring G

od
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Lesson 6: G

lorious 
6

A
: G

-G
lorious

Glorious
God shows His 

greatness and worth.

What You 
Need to Start

T
e

a
c

h
e

r
’s

 G
u

i
d

e

The 

aBcs  of  
God

a study for children  
on the Greatness and Worth of God

by  
Jill Nelson

N
av

ig
at

io
n 

B
ar

Growing in Faith Together 
Parent and Child resourCe Page

lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.
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 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.
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Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.
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Sunday School Curricula

 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.

The ABCs of God  ©  2016 Jill Nelson, 
               Illustrations Children Desiring God

A Special Baby 
Will Be Born

        Lesson 14: Faithful 14M: Promise 6 - Baby

Page 44

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.
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Sunday School Curricula

 Visuals 
Packet 

 Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impactful, 
and understandable. 
These visuals can be 
re-used for years, so 
it is important to store 
them carefully.

Ordering tips:

• Order one resource packet 
per classroom if you prefer 
to use printed visuals.

• Visuals are also included 
on the Resources DVD in 
the Classroom Kit. With 
these PDF files, you can 
print the visuals or display 
them electronically.

The ABCs of God  ©  2016 Jill Nelson, 
               Illustrations Children Desiring God        Lesson 14: Faithful 14N: Faithful

God is  
Faithful 
JESUS  

IS BORN
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Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.
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Sunday School Curricula

 Student 
Workbook

  Student Workbooks 
reinforce lesson 
truths and encourage 
discussion and review.  
It is recommended 
that you store 
workbooks in the 
classroom during the 
year. Then, at the end 
of the year students 
can take the book 
home and continue  
to review the lessons. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook per 
student. Copies of a lesson 
can be made for visitors.

• If using the electronic 
format, purchase one 
license for each student. 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God16 17

God always does what  
He says He will do.

He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.  

— 1 Thessalonians 5:24

Faithful

Page 46

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org


Sunday School Curricula

 Student 
Workbook

  Student Workbooks 
reinforce lesson 
truths and encourage 
discussion and review.  
It is recommended 
that you store 
workbooks in the 
classroom during the 
year. Then, at the end 
of the year students 
can take the book 
home and continue  
to review the lessons. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook per 
student. Copies of a lesson 
can be made for visitors.

• If using the electronic 
format, purchase one 
license for each student. 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God16 17
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Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.
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Sunday School Curricula

 Student 
Workbook

  Student Workbooks 
reinforce lesson 
truths and encourage 
discussion and review.  
It is recommended 
that you store 
workbooks in the 
classroom during the 
year. Then, at the end 
of the year students 
can take the book 
home and continue  
to review the lessons. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook per 
student. Copies of a lesson 
can be made for visitors.

• If using the electronic 
format, purchase one 
license for each student. 
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GOD Is  
FAIThFuL 
God always does 

what he says  
he will do.

he who calls 
you faithful; he 
will surely do it.

—1 Thessalonians 5:24
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

 Optional 
Activities 
Handouts

  For classes that have 
extra time to fill, two to 
three optional activities 
are included with each 
lesson. Activities help 
teach children the 
memory verse and 
reenforce main ideas 
from the lesson with 
hands-on, interactive 
projects and games.

Ordering tips:

• Optional Activity Handouts 
are included as a printable 
PDF file on the Resource 
DVD in the Classroom Kit.

Optional Activities use 
a variety of materials 
such as lesson visuals, 
common household 
objects and basic 
craft supplies such 
as markers, scissors, 
glue and construction 
paper. Supplies for 
many of the activities 
though are provided 
on the Resource DVD 
with the Optional 
Activity Handouts. 
These handouts provide 
pictures with the 
memory verse on them, 
puzzles for children to 
assemble and signs 
to add to classroom 
displays, review game 
cards, and more.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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 Student 
Workbook

  Student Workbooks 
reinforce lesson 
truths and encourage 
discussion and review.  
It is recommended 
that you store 
workbooks in the 
classroom during the 
year. Then, at the end 
of the year students 
can take the book 
home and continue  
to review the lessons. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook per 
student. Copies of a lesson 
can be made for visitors.

• If using the electronic 
format, purchase one 
license for each student. 

 Review 
Activities 

  The Review Activity 
pages provide a way  
to remind students 
what was learned in 
the previous lesson 
and help them 
practice their memory 
verse. The pages are 
ideal to use while 
children are arriving 
to class, before the 
lesson begins.

Ordering tips:

• Review Activities are 
included as a printable 
PDF file on the Resource 
DVD in the Classroom Kit.

The ABCs of God  © 2016 Jill Nelson , Illustrations by Children Desiring God  

The ABCs of God Review ACTiviTy

       RA-14: Faithful Review

FAITHFUL

He who calls you is                                                                  ;

he will surely do it.—1 Thessalonians 5:24

Which promise did God fufill 
first? Look at the picture in 
each box and number them 
in order from 1 to 5 within 

the circle.

Genesis 21

Genesis 8 Exodus 14

Luke 2

Joshua 6
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God-centered resources for 
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877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Student 
Workbook 
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God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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lesson 14
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

In this lesson, we reviewed the amazing testimony of God’s faithfulness 
to all His promises: sending a flood and saving Noah and his family, 
giving Abraham and Sarah a son in their old age, delivering Israel from 
slavery in Egypt, the defeat at Jericho so Israel might enter the land…
every promised fulfilled. But one promise, given before all these, had 
remained unfulfilled—the promise of a Savior for God’s sinful, and often 
faithless, people. 

Amazingly, God had made this wonderful promise in the midst of 
Adam and Eve's failure—a promise to send a perfect Deliverer to 
crush the power of Satan, sin, and death. And throughout the Old 
Testament we see the extraordinary faithfulness of God as He keeps 
promise after promise, pointing forward and culminating in the  
long-awaited arrival of the Deliverer—Jesus, the Holy Son of God.  
God always keeps His promises! 

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child sees God's perfect faithfulness revealed, he 
or she may experience God as a bedrock of certainty. He is 
trustworthy in all His words and deeds. 

• that your child will grow to have an unshakeable confidence in 
God in every situation. 

As You Walk By The Way

 • Review the meaning of "God is faithful." Can you think of a time 
when trusting in one of God's promises helped you in a difficult 
situation? Is there a certain promise that you are having a hard 
time believing that God can keep? Are there examples of God's 
faithfulness in the Bible that could help give you more confidence? 
Is God able to keep a promise even when it seems impossible to 
us? (For example: God keeping His promise to give Abraham and 
Sarah a baby even though they were too old.)

 • Does God only make "nice" promises, the kinds of promises people 
like to hear? When God promised to send a flood to destroy the 
world, including all the wicked people, did God keep that promise 
too? Can you think of any other promises that people might 
not want God to keep? (Example: Psalm 1:6 and Mark 16:16.)  

Faithful

Main Idea
 • God always does 
what He says He 
will do.

Memory Verse
He who calls you  
is faithful; he will 
surely do it. 
—1 Thessalonians 5:24

Scripture

 1) Joshua 23:14
 2) Matthew 1:21
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God-centered resources for 
training the next generation
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 Growing 
in Faith 
Together 

 Growing in Faith 
Together: Parent and 
Child Resource Pages 
provide an overview of 
the lesson, questions 
and activities so 
parents can discuss, 
apply and reinforce the 
lesson material with 
their son or daughter. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• PDF files which can 
be printed for parents 
or emailed to them are 
included on the Resources 
DVD in the Classroom Kit.

• The Growing in Faith 
Together Booklets provide 
a preprinted, bound option 
and can be purchased in 
sets of 10 booklets.

11. Resources Sample 2

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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The ABCs of God
A Study for Children on the Greatness and Worth of God 
Target Grade: 1st     Grade Range: 1st - 3rd     Lessons: 40    
Translation: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Growing 
in Faith 
Together 

 Growing in Faith 
Together: Parent and 
Child Resource Pages 
provide an overview of 
the lesson, questions 
and activities so 
parents can discuss, 
apply and reinforce the 
lesson material with 
their son or daughter. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• PDF files which can 
be printed for parents 
or emailed to them are 
included on the Resources 
DVD in the Classroom Kit.

• The Growing in Faith 
Together Booklets provide 
a preprinted, bound option 
and can be purchased in 
sets of 10 booklets.

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

Lesson 14Growing in Faith Together

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Will God stop being faithful just because 
people do not like a certain promise? Because 
God is always faithful, how should we act 
toward Him? Should we pay attention to His 
warning promises?

 • Read and discuss the promise that God made 
to Joseph from Matthew 1:21. How did God 

keep His promise to save His people through 
Jesus? What did Jesus do to save His people? 
Why was Jesus the best promise of all? How 
could we show God we really believe that Jesus 
is the best promise of all? How could we show  
this to other people, too?

Action Step

This week, look up the following verses in your Bible: Deuteronomy 7:9; Psalm 34:15; Isaiah 41:13;  
John 3:16; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 2 Thessalonians 3:3; Hebrews 13:5; and 1 John 1:9. What does God 
promise to do in each verse? Make a list. Are there other Bible promises you can add to the list? 

Memory Verse Activity

Look up the verse in your Bible and fill in the blanks. Then, color the picture as you memorize the verse.

He  who  calls  you  is                                                                                            ;  
he  will  surely  do  it. — 1 Thessalonians 5:24

Student 
Workbook 

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson, Illustrations by Children Desiring God18 19

God shows His greatness and worth.
The heavens declare the glory of God,  

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. — Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious name forever;  
may the whole earth be filled with His glory! — Psalm 72:19a

Glorious

Visuals  
Packet 

Teacher’s  
Guide

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence
TargeT grade: 1sT    •    InTended Use: sUnday school   •   lessons: 40   •   esV

The ABCs of God Scope & Sequence © 2016 Children Desiring God

Lesson 1: Questions Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
The most important questions are: Who is God? What is God like? How should I act toward God? 
The Bible gives us the true answers to the most important questions. 
Students are introduced to this study by discussing the three main questions listed above and why these are the most 
important questions for each of us. These questions also provide a framework to help children understand the necessity 
and importance of God’s Word in discovering the truth of who He is, what He is like, and how we are to respond to Him. 
This framework will be incorporated throughout the study.

Lesson 2: Incomprehensible Memory Verse: Job 37:5
God is more than we can fully understand. 
In this lesson, the students will learn that although we can truly know something about God’s character, we can never 
fully know Him. Yes, He reveals all essential truths so that we might come to truly know, love, and trust in Him, but we 
cannot comprehend the full depths of His infinite greatness. In looking at the life of Job, we will help the children see this 
important truth and point out that a right response to Him is humble and awe-filled worship.

Lesson 3: YHWH (Yahweh) Memory Verses: Isaiah 42:8a and Psalm 9:10a
Yahweh is God’s personal name. God desires to make His name known. 
This lesson explains the importance of God revealing His personal name, “YHWH” (often pronounced Yahweh). God 
wants people to know Him as a specific and unique Person, not just one of the common “gods” proclaimed among other 
nations and peoples. Furthermore, in revealing His personal name, God binds the greatness and worth of His character 
with that specific name, and not simply with the generic title “God”—Yahweh is the one true, eternal God. And though 
Yahweh is more than we can fully understand, He makes Himself known so that we may embrace Yahweh as our God, 
Ruler, Friend, Savior, and Treasure. In this way, He draws His people into an intimate and loving relationship with Himself. 

The ABCs of God
A Study for Children  
on the Greatness and  
Worth of God
The ABCs of God is a study for children on the greatness and worth of 
God. It uses the alphabet as a framework for learning the attributes of 
God and other terms that describe His character, at an age-appropriate 
level. (Note that attributes are purposely not taught in alphabetical 
order.) Through the use of a teaching aid called “The Blessing Box,” 
students will discover a new attribute of God each week and will be 
challenged to consider how they should respond to an amazing God 
who is worthy of their greatest love, honor, trust, and obedience.

Growing in Faith 
Together Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

The ABCs of God © 2016 Jill Nelson. Illustrations Children Desiring God 43

Lesson 6The ABCs of God

T e ache r I n t roduct ion

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God’s glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s 
own “Show and Tell” of His “invisible attributes...his eternal power 
and divine nature” (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from 
Pastor John Piper:

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.  
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. 
Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His 
character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite 
greatness and worth…God’s ultimate goal therefore 
is to preserve and display His infinite and awesome 
greatness and worth, that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial for us to lay 
for children a foundation of this truth. By presenting a “Show and 
Tell”jewelry box, we can help the kids understand how God shows 
and tells us of his glory—glory that would be hidden from us if He did 
not choose to reveal it.

Pray for hearts that would grow in seeing God’s greatness 
and worth in all of life. Pray for humble hearts that would 
acknowledge God as the center of the universe, and not 
ourselves. Ask for God to make His glories known in very 
practical ways in the lives of the children this week.

F rom R e sou rce s DV D
• G-Glorious (6A)
• Romans 1:20a (6B, print double-

sided with 6C)
• Greatness and Worth (6C, print 

double-sided with 6B)
• Creation 1-6 (5B-5G) 
• Psalm 19:1 (6D)

 • Full of Glory (6E)
 • Red Sea Parting (6F)
 • For Review:

 › Creator Review Sheet 
(one per child)

 • Growing in Faith Together for 
Lesson 6 (one per child)

O t he r S u ppl ie s

• Bible
• Jewelry box  with precious looking 

plastic gems, gold, and silver
• Tape
• For Application (for each child):

 › Markers, crayons, and/or other 
stickers, stamps, etc.

 • For Application 
(for each small group):

 › Pictures showing the diversity 
of God’s creation

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, 
Colo.: Multnomah Press, 1996), 31-32.

Glorious
M a in I de a

 • God shows His 
greatness and worth.

M emory Ve r se s (cho ose on e)

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the 
sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled with 
His glory!—Psalm 72:19a

S cr ip t u r e

 1) Romans 1:20a (NASB)
 2) Psalm 19:1
 3) Psalm 78:4b
 4) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 5) Psalm 72:19a
 6) (Psalm 19:1-4a)
 7) (Psalm 145:1-6)
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lesson 6
The ABCs of God

The ABCs of God © 2016 by Jill Nelson. Illustrations by Children Desiring God. Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

Lesson Summary

What is the glory of God? One way to understand God's glory that is 
particularly helpful for children is to observe His creation. It is God’s own 
show and tell of His "invisible attributes...his eternal power and divine 
nature" (Romans 1:20). Here is a helpful insight from Pastor John Piper: 

God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. 
It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that 
sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can 
refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In 
either case, it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and 
worth… God’s ultimate goal therefore is to preserve and 
display His infinite and awesome greatness and worth,  
that is, His glory.1

God’s glory is no small matter. Therefore, it is crucial to lay a 
foundation of this truth for our children. In this lesson, God’s  
glory was likened to a “show and tell” jewelry box, filled with beautiful, 
sparkling, valuable jewels—the jewels representing God’s divine 
attributes, which He reveals through His creation and by all of His deeds.

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, pray...

• that your child would have a humble heart that acknowledges 
God at the center of the universe, and not us. 

• for God to make His glories known in very practical ways in the 
life of your child this week.

As You Walk By The Way

 • Read and discuss Psalm 19:1-4a. (You may want to show some 
pictures illustrating the diversity of God’s creation as you do this.) 
How does God show us His glory through what He has made? Did 
you see His glory this week? Where? Do you see His glory in this 
room? Where? How do these things show you how great God is?

 • Review Exodus 15:1-11. What glorious deeds had God done? 
What other deeds has God done (from the Bible and from  
real-life experience) that show His greatness and worth? Have a 

Glorious

Main Idea

 • God shows His 
greatness and 
worth.

Memory Verses

(Choose one)

The heavens declare 
the glory of God, 
and the sky above 
proclaims his 
handiwork. 
—Psalm 19:1

Blessed be his glorious 
name forever; may the 
whole earth be filled 
with His glory! 
—Psalm 72:19a

Scripture

 1) Exodus 15:1, 6-7, 10-11
 2) Psalm 19:1-4a
 3) Psalm 72:19a
 4) Psalm 78:4b
 5) Psalm 145:1-6
 6) Romans 1:20a

1. Piper, John. Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist. (Colorado Springs, Colo.: Multnomah  
Press, 1996), 31-32.

http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curriculaGroup.php?curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/curricula.php?id=31&curriculaId=4
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org
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