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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

God has established a testimony to the next generation 
to tell of the glorious deeds of the Lord, and His might, 
and the wonders that He has done (Psalm 78:4). 
He has established a testimony in His Word—
the Old Testament—which is full of stories of 
God's power and His faithfulness. He has also 
established a testimony in us—His children—
who have seen His saving power and His acts  
of faithfulness in our lives.

Christians have been commanded to acquaint 
the next generation with these two marvelous 
works of God. When we blend our own hearts 
of faith and affection for God with the powerful 
stories of our great God of the Old Testament, the 
Word of God can go forth with power, conviction, 
and conversion. We can show little children the 
greatness of God.

This is the purpose of He Established a Testimony. 
By showing children the God behind the Old Testament 
stories, we have the privilege of being part of God's work  
in their hearts to set their hope in Him.

He Established a Testimony consists of 64 chronologically arranged Old Testament stories, as well 
as the key themes found in each story. The intent is to acquaint young children with a big picture of God 
and to build a foundation of Bible doctrine for them. The themes are emphasized repeatedly, not only 
so that they will be remembered by these young children, but also to show the amazing consistency of a 
God who never changes. The stories are not written out. Instead, the teacher is encouraged to study the 
Scripture and the themes, rely on God's work in his heart to reveal Himself through the story, and then tell  
the story in his own words, weaving in one or more of the major themes.

I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old,  
things that we have heard and known, that our fathers have told us. 

We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the Lord, and His might, and the wonders that He has done.

He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, 
which He commanded our fathers to teach to their children, 

that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn,  
and arise and tell them to their children, so that they should set their hope in God,  

and not foget the works of God, but keep His commandments.—Psalm 78:2-7

01. Vision Overview

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence
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He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1
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He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 
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Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
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Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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God-Centeredness
The most important question we can ask of Scripture is, "What does 
this say about our great God?"

Depth
We want to fill students with truth that will make them steadfast, 
immovable, and always abounding. Thus, the Bible must be taught in 
depth with accuracy, yet in an age-appropriate and interesting manner.

Application
Teaching falls short if it simply feeds words through students' minds. 
Truth must be understood and applied. Concrete illustrations and 
interaction with Scripture help students connect the known to the 
unknown.

Theology
The truth that our all-powerful, all-loving, Triune God sovereignly 
orchestrates all things to serve His glory and His good purpose is 
central to the teaching of each curriculum.

Partnership with Parents
Because parents, not churches, have the primary responsibility 
before God for the spiritual nurture of their children, the curricula are 
structured to help churches "walk alongside" parents, enabling and 
equipping them in this God-given role.

Our Distinctions

Children Desiring God exists to spread a passion 
for the supremacy of God in all things so that the 
next generation may know and cherish Jesus 
Christ as the only One who saves and satisfies the 
desires of the heart.

We want millions in every generation to set 
their hope in God. To that end, we aim to fuel 
spiritual desire by producing God-centered, 
Bible-saturated, Christ-exalting resources, and 
by equipping parents and churches to work in 
partnership to instruct the mind, engage the 
heart, and nurture the faith of the next generation.

Our Mission



Preschool Curricula

Page 3
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Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation
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 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, main 
Scripture passages, 
key themes, and 
memory verses. 
Scope & Sequences 
are also available as 
a PDF download at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

02. Lesson Overview

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1
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He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages
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Old 
Testament 

Stories 
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Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
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Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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 Scope & 
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 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, main 
Scripture passages, 
key themes, and 
memory verses. 
Scope & Sequences 
are also available as 
a PDF download at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.

2 He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God

He establisHed a testimony     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

Lesson 8: Part 1: The Lord appears to Abraham Genesis 18; 19:1-29
Part 2: God’s judgement on Sodom and Gomorrah
God was all powerful in raining brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah. God was merciful and loving in being 
willing to spare Sodom and Gomorrah for the sake of 10 righteous men and for sparing Lot and his family.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 119:105

Lesson 9: Part 1: God sends the promised son, Isaac Genesis 21:1-21
Part 2: God sees Ishmael and Hagar in the wilderness
God was merciful and loving in giving Sarah laughter in her old age and providing a son for Sarah and Abraham.  
God provided for Hagar and Ishmael’s needs while they were in the wilderness.
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 30:5

Lesson 10: God tests Abraham Genesis 22
God was faithful in providing a ram for the sacrifice to spare Isaac and promising His blessing on Isaac.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 11: God chooses a wife for Isaac Genesis 24
God is sovereign over all and controls the details of peoples lives.
Foundation Verse: 1 Chronicles 16:34

Lesson 12: Esau sells his birthright Genesis 25:19-34
Esau did not value God’s promises. As sinners, man cannot save himself and needs God.
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 1:7

Lesson 13: Jacob deceives his father Genesis 27-28:5
Even though Jacob deceived his father and stole his brother’s blessing, God was faithful in still  
fulfilling His promise and His purposes for Jacob.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 14: God gives Jacob a dream Genesis 28:10-22
God is faithful in keeping His promises—He always does what He says He will do.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 15: God leads Jacob to Rachel and causes him to prosper in Laban’s household Genesis 29-30
In spite of Laban’s dishonesty, God fulfilled His promise to make Abraham and his descendants  
a great nation by prospering Jacob.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 16: Jacob flees form Laban Genesis 31
God was all-powerful and sovereign in protecting Jacob from Laban and caring for Jacob and his family.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 17: Jacob wrestles with an angel and reconciles with Esau Genesis 32-33
God communicates with man. He is faithful and unchanging.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 56:3
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Coloring Book
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God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence
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He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 
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Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, main 
Scripture passages, 
key themes, and 
memory verses. 
Scope & Sequences 
are also available as 
a PDF download at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.
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Lesson 18: Part 1: God gives Joseph dreams Genesis 37
Part 2: Joseph’s brothers sell him into slavery
God was all-powerful in sending a caravan at just the right time to spare Joseph’s life.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 121:1-2

Lesson 19: The Lord is with Joseph in Egypt Genesis 39-41
God was with Joseph even while he was in Egypt and in jail. Because God is sovereign, He let Joseph  
prosper in Egypt and become a successful man. 
Foundation Verse: Psalm 121:3-4

Lesson 20: God preserves His people in famine Genesis 42; 43:1-15
Joseph’s dreams came true showing that God’s words and promises never fail.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 121:5-6

Lesson 21: God reunites Joseph and his brothers and moves Jacob to Egypt Genesis 43:16-46:7
God repeats His promise to Jacob
God sent Jacob to Egypt before his brothers in order to fulfill His promise and preserve Jacob’s family.  
God is pleased by faith.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 22: God preserves Moses Exodus 1:8-2:10
Satan was working through Pharaoh to destroy the people of God, but God is sovereign and preserved His people by 
causing Pharaoh’s daughter to find Moses.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 121:7

Lesson 23: Moses flees Egypt Exodus 2:11-25
Moses tried to help the Hebrews but failed; only God could deliver His people.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 24: God calls Moses to deliver Israel Exodus 3-4
God is holy; man is unworthy to approach the holy God. There is nothing God cannot do.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 121:8

Lesson 25: God sends Moses to Pharaoh Exodus 5-6:13; 7:1-13
Satan hates God and fights against God’s plans, but God is sovereign (all-powerful) and omniscient (all-knowing).
Foundation Verse: Psalm 86:7

Lesson 26: God sends plagues on Egypt Exodus 7:14-Exodus 11
God is jealous for His glory and wants people to know that He is a great God.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 27: God passes over Israel and leads Israel out of Egypt Exodus 12-13
God is merciful, gracious and loving. He is pleased by faith and obedience.
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 18:10
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Coloring Book
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God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition
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He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 
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Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
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Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 

 

He Established a Testimony © 2007  Children Desiring God 

 

 

  

 

 



Preschool Curricula

Page 6

He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, main 
Scripture passages, 
key themes, and 
memory verses. 
Scope & Sequences 
are also available as 
a PDF download at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.

4 He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God

He establisHed a testimony     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

Lesson 28: God opens the Red Sea for Israel Exodus 14-15:21
Satan fights against God and His plans, but Satan cannot stop God because God is greater than Satan.  
God is steadfast in His love for His people.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 95:3

Lesson 29: God provides food and water for Israel in the wilderness Exodus 16-17:7
Man is limited. The Israelites could not provide for themselves in the wilderness, but God is all-powerful  
and worked miracles to provide for His people.
Foundation Verse: James 1:17

Lesson 30: God delivers Israel from the Amalekites Exodus 17:8-16
Victory for God’s people comes from the hand of God who can do what man cannot do. It was not Israel’s strength 
that brought deliverance form the Amalekites but God’s strength. God will not share His glory with another. 
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 31: God gives Moses the 10 Commandments Exodus 19-20
Obedience brings blessing from God. Man is unworthy to approach the holy God. God established the law because 
He is the ultimate authority. The law is perfect and put in place to protect His people.
Foundation Verse: Exodus 20:2-3

Lesson 32: God commands Israel to make a house for Him Exodus 25-28
God is greater than all and is the highest authority, so He can make specific demands about the tabernacle.  
Sin separates man from God, so the veil in the tabernacle separated the Israelites from the Ark of the Covenant.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 33: Part 1: Israel makes an idol Exodus 32-34
Part 2: God is merciful and faithful to Israel
Israel promised to keep the law, but because of sin they build an idol breaking the second commandment.
Foundation Verse: Exodus 20:4

Lesson 34: Part 1: Israel complains Numbers 11-12
Part 2: God proves Himself powerful and faithful
The Israelites were ungrateful and lacked faith in God, but God is gracious and still provided Moses help with 
leadership and meat to feed the people. At the time, God was just and sent a plague to punish Israel.
Foundation Verse: Exodus 20:7

Lesson 35: God’s Word about Canaan proves true, but Israel fails to trust God Numbers 13-14
God is not aloof and disinterested but involved with mankind. The people of Israel continued to struggle with 
unbelief and ingratitude, which displeases God. 
Foundation Verse: Exodus 20:8

Lesson 36: Part 1: Moses disobeys God Numbers 20:1-13; 21:4-9
Part 2: God heals with a bronze snake
God is just and will punish sin, but he provided a way for a repentant people to be saved.
Foundation Verse: Exodus 20:12

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 
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Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, main 
Scripture passages, 
key themes, and 
memory verses. 
Scope & Sequences 
are also available as 
a PDF download at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.
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He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

Lesson 37: God brings His people into the promised land Joshua 1-3
The living God never fails, and He will not forsake His people.
Foundation Verse: Exodus 20:13-15

Lesson 38: God gives Israel victory in Jericho Joshua 5-6
God knew how to cause the wall of Jericho to fall down, and nothing is too hard for Him.
Foundation Verse:  Review

Lesson 39: Disobeying God causes defeat for Israel Joshua 7-8
God is holy and cannot tolerate sin. He punishes sin because He is just and wants to lead man to repentance.
Foundation Verse: Exodus 20:16

Lesson 40: God calls Gideon and destroys the altar of Baal Judges 6
God will not share His glory with another. He alone is to be worshipped.
Foundation Verse: Exodus 20:17a

Lesson 41: God delivers Israel through Gideon Judges 7
God is sovereign and brings deliverance to His people. 
Foundation Verse: Joshua 1:9

Lesson 42: God chooses Ruth to be a part of His family Ruth 1-4
God sovereignly chooses those who follow Him and is pleased when man trusts in Him.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 43: Part 1: God grants Hannah’s request 1 Samuel 1-3
Part 2: God calls Samuel
God hears His children when they cry to Him and is sovereign over all, including the womb. He will honor  
those who honor Him and despise those who despise Him.
Foundation Verse: Ephesians 6:1

Lesson 44: God shows He is greater than the idol Dagon 1 Samuel 4-7:2
God is the one true God, and His word always proves true.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 45: Israel rejects God as their king and asks for a man to be their King 1 Samuel 8-10:25
God warned Israel of the folly of wanting a king’s rule but He had compassion on them because of the affliction  
of the Philistines. Rejecting God’s rule and God’s ways brings consequences.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:1

Lesson 46: God rejects Saul because of Saul’s disobedience and chooses David as king of Israel 
God’s commands are to be heeded—He demands and delights in obedience.  1 Samuel 13:5-14; 15-16:3
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:2

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
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Scripture: Genesis 6-9 

What You 
Need to Start

H
E

 E
S

TA
B

L
IS

H
E

D
A

T
E

S
T

IM
O

N
Y

O
ld

 Te
stam

e
n

t S
to

rie
s fo

r Yo
u

n
g C

h
ild

re
n

Old
Testament
Stories for

Young
Children

by Sally Michael

N
av

ig
at

io
n 

B
ar

He Established A Testimony © 2003                                                                                                     Parent Resource Page—4 

Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, main 
Scripture passages, 
key themes, and 
memory verses. 
Scope & Sequences 
are also available as 
a PDF download at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.

6 He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God

He establisHed a testimony     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

Lesson 47: The Lord delivers Israel from the Philistines 1 Samuel 17:1-54
Deliverance for God’s people comes from God. He will exalt His name and protect His reputation.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:3

Lesson 48: The Ark of God is holy 2 Samuel 6-7
The presence of God causes much rejoicing.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 49: David breaks God’s commandments and repents 2 Samuel 11-12; Psalm 51
Sin displeases God and He will punish sin, but God is rich in mercy and His forgiveness is great.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:4

Lesson 50: God chooses Solomon to build the temple 1 Chronicles 28; 29:1-19; 2 Chronicles 6:12-18
God determines who will build a house for Himself. Everything man has comes from God.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 51: God withholds dew and rain 1 Kings 16:29-17:7
God is supreme and all-powerful.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:5

Lesson 52: The Lord-He is God!: God defeats the prophets of Baal 1 Kings 18
God sovereignly withholds and sends rain.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 53: God takes Elijah to Heaven 2 Kings 2:1-14
God is merciful, gracious, and loving.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 54: God performs miracles through Elisha 2 Kings 4:1-17
God is all-powerful—there is nothing He cannot do.
Foundation Verse: Hebrews 13:16a

Lesson 55: “There is no God in all the Earth but in Israel”: God cleanses Naaman 2 Kings 5:1-16
God is the one true God.
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 19:20

Lesson 56: God has mercy on Nineveh Jonah
God has compassion on whom He will and His purposes will not be thwarted. God always wins against Satan.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 36:5

Lesson 57:  God’s Word is found 2 Kings 22-23:25 (2 Chronicles 34)
God is God alone—He will not share His glory nor allow any God before Him.
Foundation Verse: Review

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
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Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, main 
Scripture passages, 
key themes, and 
memory verses. 
Scope & Sequences 
are also available as 
a PDF download at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what children are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 7

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

Lesson 58: “Wisdom and might belong to God”: God reveals mysteries to Daniel Daniel 1-2
God honors those who trust in Him.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 59: God delivers Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from a fiery furnace Daniel 3
God is all-powerful, so nothing is too hard for Him. Faith pleases God.
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 1:10

Lesson 60: “The Most High rules the kingdom of men”: God will not share His glory with Nebuchadnezzar 
God is completely and solely in control. He is eternal and His kingdom is everlasting. Daniel 4
Foundation Verse:2 Corinthians 10:17

Lesson 61: God delivers Daniel from the lions’ den Daniel 6
Faith pleases God.
Foundation Verse: Romans 12:21

Lesson 62: God places Esther in the king’s palace Esther 1-3
Satan is God’s enemy and fights against Him. God is sovereign and rules over all—His purposes will be established.
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 15:1

Lesson 63: God delivers His people Esther 4-8
God’s plans cannot be thwarted. He is always in control, and Satan has no power over Him. God is self-sufficient.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 64: God’s hand is upon Nehemiah Nehemiah 1; 2; 4; 6:15-16
God’s promises are true and He keeps His covenant. God is awesome and worthy of reverence.
Foundation Verse: Review

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
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Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

Teacher’s Kit
Order One per classrOOm

This kit contains the basic tools you need to start 
teaching this curriculum.

Each kit contains:

A. Teacher’s Notebook 
1 - Three-ring binder containing curriculum introduction, 
lessons, appendix with teaching instructions and 
suggestions, and Parent Resource Pages.

B. Student Coloring Book 
1 - Spiral-bound student coloring book

C. Foundation Verse Pack 
1 - Pocket-sized verse card packet with 74 verses to 
lay a scriptural foundation of biblical truth. Cards are 
printed on heavy cardstock and bound with a metal ring. 
Teacher’s Kit includes NIV copy. Additional Foundation 
Verse Packs available in NIV or ESV.

D. Visuals CD 
1 - CD containing printable PDFs of color or black and 
white visual resources and Parent Resources Pages. 
(Printed copies of the visual resources may also be 
ordered in color or black and white, if desired.)

Student Coloring Books
Order One per student 
(available in print and electrOnic fOrmats)

Recommended for every student for use in class 
during the application time. The book is chronologically 
arranged with one picture for each story in the 
curriculum, along with review tools for small group 
leaders and parents. The coloring book is available 
printed on heavy cardstock with a spiral binding, or as a 
downloadable PDF you can print at your convenience.

He Established a Testimony! was written to be taught to preschool students in a Sunday school setting. The five 
main compontents of class time are the lesson, worship, small group application, prayer and Scripture memory, 
and organized free play. Sample schedules are provided for classes lasting 60-90 minutes, as well as tips for 
adapting the curriculum to different settings such as a schools or homes.   

The main teacher or team leader for the class should begin with a Teacher's Kit and a Student Coloring Book for 
each child attending the class.

What You Need to Start

A

B

C

D

03. Resources Available

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

Leader’s Edition
Order One fOr each additiOnal teacher Or 
small grOup leader  
(available in print and electrOnic fOrmats)

A. The Leader’s Edition is designed to equip small 
group leaders and co-leaders with their own copy 
of the curriculum to study and pray through as 
they prepare to minister to the children under 
their care. It includes the curriculum introduction, 
lesson content, and appendix. Leader’s Editions 
are available printed with a spiral binding, or as an 
electronic download.

Color Resource Packet
Order One if yOu wOuld like printed visuals  
(available in cOlOr Or black and white)

B. Contains a few teaching visuals for the opening 
illustration, professionally printed on cardstock.  
The visuals are also available as PDF files on the 
Visual Resources CD in the Teachers Kit, if you 
prefer to print them yourself.

Foundation Verse Pack
Order One per student Or family 
available in niv Or esv 

C. Foundation Verses are strategically chosen 
Bible verses for children ages 2-5. The pack 
includes 76 verses designed to lay a firm scriptural 
foundation of basic biblical truth to pave the way 
for faith response. Cards are printed on heavy 
cardstock and bound with a metal ring.

A B

Depending on the size and structure of your children's ministry program, as well as the teaching styles of the 
ministry team, you may need additional resources in order to accommodate co-teachers and small group 
leaders, or to better equip your students to memorize Scripture. The resources listed below are recommended 
based on these and other variable factors.

Additional Resources

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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Old 
Testament 

Stories 
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Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Teacher’s 
Notebook/ 
Leader’s 
Edition 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
material.

  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in 
the Teacher’s Kit and in 
the Leader’s Edition. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

04. Lesson Sample 1

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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Each lesson focuses on 
a passage of Scripture 
and several key themes.  
Several main themes 
are carried through 
the curriculum to show 
God’s consistence.

The “Hook” leads into 
the lesson by grabbing 
and focusing the 
children’s attention, 
giving them a reason to 
listen to the story. The 
real-life examples help 
children understand 
more challenging 
theological concepts 
presented in the lesson.
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Looks 

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

Hooks (cont.) 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

 

4 

LOOK: 
(Show the coloring book picture for Lesson 4.) 
What is this boat in the picture called? 
Who made the ark? 
Who told Noah to build the ark? 
Did Noah build the ark just like God said? 
Who was in the ark?  

HOOK: 
(Sprinkle water on the children—e.g. use a pan of water; dip your fingers in the water 
and then “flick” your fingers at the children OR dip a brush in the water and flick the 
brush at the children sprinkling them with water.) 
Did you get wet?  How wet did you get—a lot or a little? 
Would you like to hear a story about getting really, really wet? 
HOOK: 
(Make animal sounds or show pictures of animals and have the children identify the 
animals. Then list all the animals the children mentioned.) 
(animals)… would you like to hear a story about all those animals? 
 
SUGGESTION:  You may want to serve animal crackers for a snack.  Have the children 
identify the animals as they eat them.  Make the point that all the animals were on 
the ark—that God did not forget about any of the animals and He is strong enough 
that He kept them all safe from the flood.  (“Were there camels on the ark?  Were 
there elephants on the ark.  Did God forget about any of the animals?  God never 
forgets anything…”) 
 
NOTE:  Noah warned the people of their sin; he was a “preacher of righteousness”, 
not just a ship builder.   
 
NOTE:  When the Bible says that Noah was “blameless” in Genesis 6:9, it does not 
mean that he was “without sin”.  Noah was a righteous man which means that he 
trusted in God.  Noah was rewarded for his faith in God (see Hebrews 11:6-7).  You 
may want to emphasize the idea of rewards during the free play time so that children 
understand this concept.  (For example: “ I have a reward for everyone who helps 
put away the toys…) 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Teacher’s 
Notebook/ 
Leader’s 
Edition 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
material.

  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in 
the Teacher’s Kit and in 
the Leader’s Edition. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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After the Hook, teachers 
present the Bible 
story in the Scripture 
passage. Teachers are 
encouraged to pray and 
meditate through the 
passage as they prepare 
the story. Because of the 
age of the students, it 
works best to summarize 
the story and read the 
verses that relate to the 
key themes. Sample 
Bible stories and 
tips on preparing the 
lesson are available in 
the Teacher’s Kit and 
Leader’s Edition.
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Old 
Testament 

Stories 

Looks (cont.) 

Why of all the people in the world did God save Noah and his family?  
[God is merciful—Noah loved and obeyed God]  (Make sure the children understand 
that even Noah was a sinner, but because God is merciful, He spared Noah and his 
family.  Also, God rewarded Noah’s faith in Him by sparing him and his family from 
the flood.) 
What happened to the other people who were not on the ark?   
Why did this happen? 
Did those people believe that there would be a flood?  Did they turn away from their 
sin like Noah told them to?   Did they love and obey God? 
Why did God punish them? 
Are you a sinner?   
God gave you a mom and dad and teachers to warn you to turn away from your sin.   
Do you listen to their warning? 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

 

4 

The “Look” section is 
most effective in small 
groups of four to eight 
children. The Look is the 
process of discovering 
the implication of 
the biblical truths 
for the learner’s life. 
Questions help children 
understand what God 
is asking of them and 
brings an awareness 
of how the truth of 
Scripture works in their 
life. Prayer and Scripture 
memory are also main 
aspects of small  
group time.
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Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Teacher’s 
Notebook/ 
Leader’s 
Edition 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
material.

  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in 
the Teacher’s Kit and in 
the Leader’s Edition. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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theology.  Both of these things can be taught at the same time simply by showing
the character of God in the story.  If these themes are emphasized repeatedly
throughout different stories, a preschooler can actually acquire a simple theology.
A list of the key themes emphasized throughout the curriculum appears in the
Appendix.

Hooks

Each lesson has at least one idea for introducing the story.  (See the more complete
explanation in the BUILDING A LESSON section.)

Looks

This section contains ideas for helping children become aware of the relationship
of the truth in Scripture to their lives.  (See the more complete explanation in the
BUILDING A LESSON section.)

Building A Lesson

In his book Creative Bible Teaching, Larry Richards describes the four elements of a good
lesson as the HOOK, BOOK, LOOK, and TOOK.  (See pages 108-113 of Creative Bible
Teaching1 for a complete explanation.)

I.  Hook

The “hook” of the lesson is the attention-getter.  Its main purpose is to lead into the
lesson by grabbing and focusing a child's attention.  It should give the child a reason for
listening to the rest of the lesson and lead naturally into the rest of the lesson.  It may
also be used to help the children understand a concept that they will need to
understand in the story (such as in the first example below).

Some examples are:

• Bring in a plastic cow or stuffed cow and pretend to milk the cow; pretend that
you can't figure out why you can't get any milk out of it (i.e., “Why won't this
cow give me any milk?  Is it too tall?  Is it the wrong color?  Am I supposed to pull
its ears?”).  Ask the children why you can't get milk out of  the cow.  When they
conclude that it is because the cow isn't real, make the conclusion that only real
cows give milk; fake cows have no power.  Use this as a lead-in to the story “God
Shows He is Greater than the Idol Dagon.”

• Call up a child with a cut; show him what it would be like to have a lot of sores
(e.g., What if you had two “owies?”  How about if you had owies all over your

                                                          
1 Lawrence Richards, Creative Bible Teaching, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1998).
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• Decide how you will tell the story.  It is helpful in deciding how to tell the story
to ask yourself the following questions:

1. What details can be omitted?  What can be summarized and how should
I do it?

2. Are there terms or concepts that I need to explain?  How will I do that?
3. Is there anything I need to review?  How will I do that?
4. Are there questions I will ask?  Which questions are rhetorical questions

and which questions require answers?  How do I expect the children to
answer the questions?  Have I asked the question in such a way that the
children understand how to answer the question?

5. What vocabulary will I use to tell the story?  Are any of the words I am
using too difficult for the children?  (If you are teaching preschoolers,
check all your words and use the simplest words you can.  Even though a
word may be familiar to a three-year-old or a four-year-old you know, you
will be teaching children of differing verbal skills.  In a class of children
there can be a wide range of ability.  Therefore you will need to choose
language that will be understandable to the children with poor verbal
skills; then all the children will understand the story, not just the most
articulate. )

6. Are there verses I should read directly from the story in the Bible?  How
will I read them?  (See section entitled READING SCRIPTURE TO
PRESCHOOLERS.)

7. How can I encourage the children to participate in the story?
8. What visuals will I use?  (See the section entitled VISUALS.)
9. What application will I make to the children’s lives?

• Decide on the “hook” idea for your story.

• Make notes to follow while telling the story.

• Gather your visuals.

• Practice telling the story aloud.

How To Summarize Bible Stories

In telling Bible stories to little children, do not attempt to communicate details of the
story unless they are pertinent.  Many of the passages we have chosen for our stories are
long and to tell every detail would bore children.  For example:  The construction of the
basket for baby Moses includes detail which is not pertinent to the story.  Young children
in hearing the story of Moses will not usually wonder why water did not seep into the
basket.  Omitting the details of the basket construction will not confuse them, and
adding them will make the story too long for them and will not further their
understanding of the concepts in the story.

Desiring God Ministries Introduction - 9 He Established a Testimony 2003

arm?  How about if you had them on your arms and legs and face and hands?
What if those “owies” would not get better and no doctor could ever help you?”)
Use this as a lead-in to the story about the cleansing of Naaman.

A pitfall to avoid is spending too much time on the “hook,” with the result being that
the rest of the lesson must be rushed.  The “hook” should be done very quickly.  It is
merely a lead-in to the lesson.

Unless the hook is used to help the children understand a concept that will be
introduced in the story, the hook should be very simple.

The way you want to tell the story will help determine the best hook for the story.  Most
of the hooks used in the curriculum are fairly “generic” but you may think of a particular
hook that will work better for your story.  As you become more familiar and practiced in
using the hook ideas, it will become easier to think of your own.

II.  Book

The “book” is the telling of the Bible story.  Struggling with the Bible passage is essential
preparation for telling a Bible story.  Pray and meditate and wrestle over what God is
saying about Himself in the passage.  Ask God to make the passage real to you and to
show you how to communicate its truths to the children you are teaching.  Reading a
story from a Bible storybook as preparation for telling a story rather than from the Bible
tends to bypass the heart.  It encourages speaking from the head about the facts of a
story you know rather than speaking from the heart about a passage of scripture you
have struggled with and which God has made real to you.  This is why the use of Bible
storybooks is recommended only as an example of how to summarize a long passage.

When the story is told, it should always be told in light of the following question:
“What does this passage say about God?”  The Bible reveals the character of God, and
the central figure in Biblical history is God.  The Bible story should be told as a revelation
of the character and work of God.

Steps For Preparing To Tell The Bible Story:

• Read the passage several times.  Become very familiar with the text.

• Try to find the themes in the Bible text.

• Meditate on the passage and the themes and pray that God will touch your heart
with the truth.  Pray that He will show you what themes to emphasize to the
children.

• Decide on the themes you will emphasize.
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Resources 
for 
Teachers

 Teachers are provided 
with numerous 
materials to help 
them structure class 
time, prepare lesson 
material, lead 
meaningful worship, 
and memorize 
Scripture in class.

 ORDERING TIPS:

• Material is provided in the 
Introduction and Appendix 
of the Teacher’s Notebook 
and Leader’s Edition.

• Further training materials 
for preschool teachers 
can be found at 
childrendesiringGod.org/
media.

The introduction of the Teacher’s 
Notebook and Leader’s Edition 
walks teachers through the flow 
of the curriculum, organizing 
class time, building a lesson, 
using visuals, interacting with 
children during small group 
application times, and more.

05. Visuals Sample 1

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
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Scripture: Genesis 6-9 

What You 
Need to Start
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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Suggested Worship Songs for Preschoolers

Jesus, Jesus
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus in the morning,

Jesus at the noontime,
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus when the sun goes down.

Jesus Loves Even Me
I am so glad that Jesus loves me,
Jesus loves me, Jesus loves me,

I am so glad that Jesus loves me,
Jesus loves even me.

Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me, this I know,

For the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong,

They are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me,

The Bible tells me so.

Jesus Loves the Little Children
Jesus loves the little children,
All the children of the world,

Red and yellow, black and white,
They are precious in His sight,

Jesus loves the little children of the world.

God is So Good
God is so good, God is so good,

God is so good, He’s so good to me.
2. God loves me so

3. God  answers prayer

God Made Me
God made me, God made me,

In my Bible Book it says that God made me.
2. God loves me.
3. God helps me.

He Established a Testimony 2003 Appendix - 28 Desiring God Ministries

Scripture Memory and Children5

There are at least four reasons to encourage children to memorize scripture:

1. Children have amazing memories.

Children memorize easily.  In fact, they often memorize effortlessly.  Since
memorization is so easy for them, they are memorizing constantly.  They will
memorize either what the world has to offer them or what we have to offer them.
Why not take advantage of this God-given gift for the benefit of our children’s
spiritual growth?  This “window of opportunity” is open for about twelve years.  After
age twelve, memorization is harder -- unless a child has been trained in the habit of
memorization.

2. What is learned in childhood is often retained for a lifetime.

It is so much harder for adults to memorize scripture than children.  We often feel
handicapped because we do not have more scripture memorized.  For many adults,
the verses they know well (those which come to mind as an automatic response) are
verses learned in childhood.  So seize the moment!

3. Memorizing scripture provides children with an ever-present counselor and protector.

We cannot always be with our children.  If the word of God dwells richly in them,
they have wise counsel with them at all times.  In addition, God’s word is so much
more powerful than our words; it will protect them from the attack of the enemy.

4. Memorizing scripture makes application and response to the word more likely.

Situations arise in all of our lives which either demonstrate a spiritual truth or
demand a word of Biblical counsel (e.g., What do you do when someone speaks
harshly to you?).  Often in those situations, the Holy Spirit brings to mind a verse
you have memorized (e.g., “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word
stirs up anger.”  Prov. 15:1).  This is less likely to happen when we have memorized
only a few verses.  When we recognize a Biblical truth demonstrated in a situation,
it is often impressed on our hearts, and a heartfelt godly response is more likely to
occur.  That response can come in the form of appropriate behavior, correct
attitudes, or in worship of God as we are awed with the truth of his word.

                                           
5 This section is taken from the FIGHTER VERSES HANDBOOK published by Desiring God Ministries; 1996 David and
Sally Michael.

He Established a Testimony 2003 Appendix - 2 Desiring God Ministries

SSaammppllee  SSttoorryy

GOD OPENS THE RED SEA

(Note: Use flannelgraph figures where appropriate.)

HOOK:
(Turn on a fan.)  Can you feel the wind?  This is a little wind.
Do you want to hear a story about a big wind?

BOOK:
Uh, oh!  Something’s wrong.  The Hebrew people can’t go this way—there is a big river

here with lots and lots of water.  They can’t walk through the water.

Uh, oh!  They can’t go back this way—Pharaoh’s men are here!  And they want to hurt
the Hebrew people.

Uh, oh!  What can they do?

God knows what to do!  God knows everything!
God said, “I know what to do.  I’ll send a big wind and I will push that water out of the

way!”  God is strong!  God can do anything!  Nothing is too hard for God!

So God sent a big wind  (turn on fan) —and God pushed that water out of the way.
Now the Hebrew people could walk on the ground to the other side of the big water.
Could they push the water out of the way?  No!
But God could push the water out of the way because God is strong.  God can do anything!

Yeah, God.

Pharaoh’s men still wanted to hurt the Hebrew people so they came after the Hebrew
people.  But God takes care of His people—He pushed the water back!  So Pharaoh’s
men couldn’t hurt the Hebrew people.  God is strong!  God can do anything!  Yeah,
God!

The Hebrew people were so happy—They clapped (clap) and they sang and they danced!
God is strong!  God can do anything!

LOOK:
Are you happy too?  Can you clap?  Yeah, God you are so big!  (Have children clap and

cheer for God.)

Can you sing?  (Sing a song such as: “My God is So Great”)

Can you dance?  (dance and sing song; rhythm instruments)
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Resources 
for 
Teachers

 Teachers are provided 
with numerous 
materials to help 
them structure class 
time, prepare lesson 
material, lead 
meaningful worship, 
and memorize 
Scripture in class.

 ORDERING TIPS:

• Material is provided in the 
Introduction and Appendix 
of the Teacher’s Notebook 
and Leader’s Edition.

• Further training materials 
for preschool teachers 
can be found at 
childrendesiringGod.org/
media.

The appendix of the Teacher’s 
Notebook and Leader’s Edition 
provides further resources, including 
samples of how to prepare a lesson 
and work with visuals, suggested 
worship songs, possible class 
schedules, tips on Scripture memory, 
a list of Foundation Verses assigned to 
each lesson, and notes on other class 
activities.

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Need to Start

H
E

 E
S

TA
B

L
IS

H
E

D
A

T
E

S
T

IM
O

N
Y

O
ld

 Te
stam

e
n

t S
to

rie
s fo

r Yo
u

n
g C

h
ild

re
n

Old
Testament
Stories for

Young
Children

by Sally Michael

N
av

ig
at

io
n 

B
ar

He Established A Testimony © 2003                                                                                                     Parent Resource Page—4 

Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 

 

He Established a Testimony © 2007  Children Desiring God 

 

 

  

 

 



Preschool Curricula

 Student 
Coloring 
Books

  Student Coloring 
Books provide an 
activity for children  
that reinforces the 
story, while small 
group leaders review 
lesson themes and 
draw out personal 
application.  
Workbooks are printed 
on heavy, marker-
friendly cardstock,  
and are spiral bound.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook 
per student. Copies of 
workbook pages may be 
made for visitors.

• Electronically 
downloadable workbooks 
are  available if you prefer 
to print your own copies. 

Tell the Next Generation 

He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 10 Children Desiring God 

Story #4 

God Judges the World 
And Sends a Flood 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say 
about God and man? 

• God knows everything
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5)

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself 

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin  

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death 

• God communicates with man 

• God is merciful
God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach
repentance

• God is all-powerful
God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful 
God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story. Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses. 

∗ Can you make a flood? Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water? How about the 
city you live in? Could you flood the whole 
earth? Can anybody flood the whole earth? 
(Only God is powerful enough to flood the 
whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark? (They died.) Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people? (Yes,  
because sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them. Could they have saved themselves? 
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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God-centered resources for 
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06. Workbook Sample 1

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 

 

He Established a Testimony © 2007  Children Desiring God 

 

 

  

 

 

The left-hand page 
of the coloring book 
provides an overview 
of the lesson themes 
for parents, along with 
questions and responses 
to help them interact 
with their child and 
the Scripture passage. 
The conversations are 
designed to solicit a 
personal response to the 
truths of the Bible story.



Preschool Curricula

 Student 
Coloring 
Books

  Student Coloring 
Books provide an 
activity for children  
that reinforces the 
story, while small 
group leaders review 
lesson themes and 
draw out personal 
application.  
Workbooks are printed 
on heavy, marker-
friendly cardstock,  
and are spiral bound.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook 
per student. Copies of 
workbook pages may be 
made for visitors.

• Electronically 
downloadable workbooks 
are  available if you prefer 
to print your own copies. 

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 
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God-centered resources for 
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Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 

What You 
Need to Start
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 

 

He Established a Testimony © 2007  Children Desiring God 

 

 

  

 

 

The right-hand page 
contains a picture 
for children to color. 
Other activities can 
be arranged with the 
coloring book using 
paint, glitter, tissue 
paper, jewels, and 
other craft supplies 
to reinforce lesson 
concepts, if desired.



Preschool Curricula

Permission is given to copy this page for parents.

 
The curriculum we will be using this year is HE ESTABLISHED A TESTIMONY:  
Old Testament Stories for Young Children.  This is a chronological teaching of Old 
Testament stories with the aim of acquainting your child with a great, big God.  
Each story will be told with an attempt to answer the question, “What does this say 
about God?”  God will be presented as the main character in each story rather than 
Abraham, Noah, Moses, David, or Esther. 

Key doctrinal themes will be emphasized such as: God can do anything, God knows 
everything, God is holy, man is sinful, sin must be punished, God is merciful and loving, God is sovereign 
(He is over all things), man needs God, faith pleases God, God is faithful, and God is unchanging. 

Each child will receive a CHRONOLOGICAL COLORING BOOK OF OLD TESTAMENT STORIES containing the 
story title, Bible reference, and key themes, which he will be able to take home at the end of this study 
and keep as an ongoing review of what has been taught. 

In addition, your child will be encouraged to memorize simple Bible verses called FOUNDATION VERSES.  
Although these will be introduced and reviewed in class, it is imperative that parents help their children 
learn the memory verses.  This can be done simply by stating the verse a phrase at a time and asking 
your child to repeat each phrase.  As each phrase is learned, add the next phrase until the verse has been 
completed.  Then use the verse in everyday life.  Review the verses daily so they are not forgotten.  A list 
of verses is attached.  In addition, Foundation Verses Packs are available either through the church or 
through Desiring God Ministries.1  They include a picture with each verse and can easily be tucked in a 
pocket or purse so review can be done while waiting in the grocery line, driving in the car, waiting for 
an appointment, etc. 

Recognizing that parents are the primary faith nurturers of their children and that the opportunity and 
time to nurture your child is limited in the classroom, a PARENT RESOURCE PAGE is sent home each week 
to inform you of the story, scripture reference, and key themes of the lesson.  Each page provides you 
with suggested discussion questions to assist you in reinforcing and building upon the truth presented in 
class.  The purpose of the Parent Resource Pages is to help you and your child interact with the Bible 
story and to solicit a personal response from both you and your child to the truths in the scripture 
passage.  This is best done if you yourself are familiar with the Bible story and have gleaned some truth 
from it that is meaningful to you. 

The actual time with your child will probably take only a few minutes, due partly to the inability of your 
young child to sit still for an extended amount of time (this varies with the age of your child and his 
temperament).  But it will be helpful to take some time to prepare for the time with your child: 

1. Be familiar with the Bible story (read it for yourself). 
2. Glean some truth from it that is meaningful to you and understandable to your child.  It is 

important to both stay true to the intent of the scripture passage, and to share it from your heart. 
3. Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide you and your child. 

The “Questions and Responses” section is intended to be a guide only. All the possible questions and 
responses you and your child could have to these Bible stories cannot be included in this section.  Usually 
only one aspect of the story has been highlighted.  However there is a myriad of other truths that could 
be focused on as well.  It is important to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit in knowing which aspect of the 
story God wants you to focus on with your child.  Because young children can be easily confused, it is 
recommended that your presentation of truth be very simple. 

May God bless your efforts to guide your child in truth.  May he love God and become strong in faith. 

                                                          
1 Available through Desiring God Ministries: www.desiringGOD.org ; 1-888-346-4700. 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Parent 
Resource 
Pages 

 Parent Resource 
Pages provide an 
overview of the lesson 
so parents can discuss 
the material with 
their son or daughter. 
Parents are also able 
to reinforce the lesson 
themes throughout the 
week with their child. 
These pages can 
be photocopied and 
distributed after class,  
or emailed to parents 
each week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Parent Resources Pages 
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit, both printed 
in the binder and as PDF 
files on the Visuals CD.

07. Resources Sample 1

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 

 

He Established a Testimony © 2007  Children Desiring God 

 

 

  

 

 

A Note to Parents 
provides an overview 
of the curriculum for 
parents, so they can 
understand what their 
child will be learning, 
be familiar with the 
Scripture memory 
program, and be able to 
reinforce the lesson at 
home during the week.



Preschool Curricula

Permission is given to copy this page for parents. 

May you establish a testimony to your child of the glorious deeds of the LORD, and His might, and the 
wonders that He has done. 

I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
things that we have heard and known, that our fathers have told us. 

We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done. 

He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children, 

that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, 
and arise and tell them to their children, so that they should set their hope in God 

and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments; 
Psalm 78:2-7* 

(English Standard Version Bible) 

Below are the Foundation Verses that correspond to each lesson. 

Lesson  Foundation Verse  Lesson Foundation Verse  Lesson  Foundation Verse 
1  Genesis 1:1  23  Review  44  Review 
2  Matthew 6:24  24  Psalm 121:8  45  Psalm 1:1 
3  Proverbs 3:5  25  Psalm 86:7  46  Psalm 1:2 
4  Psalm 1:6  26  Review  47  Psalm 1:3 
5  Review  27  Proverbs 18:10  48  Review 
6  Isaiah 30:15  28  Psalm 95:3  49  Psalm 1:4 
7  Isaiah 43:5  29  James 1:17  50  Review 
8  Psalm 119:105  30  Review  51  Psalm 1:5 
9  Proverbs 30:5  31  Exodus 20:2-3  52  Review 
10  Review  32  Review  53  Psalm 1:6 
11  1 Chronicles 16:34  33  Exodus 20:4  54  Hebrews 13:16a 
12  Proverbs 1:7  34  Exodus 20:7  55  Proverbs 19:20 
13  Review  35  Exodus 20:8  56  Psalm 36:5 
14  Review  36  Exodus 20:12  57  Review 
15  Review  37  Exodus 20:13-15  58  Review 
16  Review  38  Review  59  Proverbs 1:10 
17  Psalm 56:3  39  Exodus 20:16  60  2 Corinthians 10:17 
18  Psalm 121:1-2  40  Exodus 20:17a  61  Romans 12:21 
19  Psalm 121:3-4  41  Joshua 1:9  62  Proverbs 15:1 
20  Psalm 121:5-6  42  Review  63  Review 
21  Review  43  Ephesians 6:1  64  Review 
22  Psalm 121:7         

*"Scripture quotation is from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved." 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Parent 
Resource 
Pages 

 Parent Resource 
Pages provide an 
overview of the lesson 
so parents can discuss 
the material with 
their son or daughter. 
Parents are also able 
to reinforce the lesson 
themes throughout the 
week with their child. 
These pages can 
be photocopied and 
distributed after class,  
or emailed to parents 
each week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Parent Resources Pages 
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit, both printed 
in the binder and as PDF 
files on the Visuals CD.

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 

What You 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 

 

He Established a Testimony © 2007  Children Desiring God 

 

 

  

 

 

This chart lists the 
Foundation Verses that 
are taught with each 
lesson.



Preschool Curricula

He Established A Testimony © 2003                                                                                                     Parent Resource Page—4 

Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Parent 
Resource 
Pages 

 Parent Resource 
Pages provide an 
overview of the lesson 
so parents can discuss 
the material with 
their son or daughter. 
Parents are also able 
to reinforce the lesson 
themes throughout the 
week with their child. 
These pages can 
be photocopied and 
distributed after class,  
or emailed to parents 
each week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Parent Resources Pages 
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit, both printed 
in the binder and as PDF 
files on the Visuals CD.

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 
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Need to Start
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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The weekly Parent 
Resources page 
matches the left-hand 
page of the coloring 
book. Partnering with 
parents is an essential 
aspect of teaching 
children because the 
main spiritual influence 
in a child’s life is his 
parents.
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 Old 
Testament 

Stories 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God is merciful, loving and gracious. 
• Man is a sinner and unable to save himself;  

man needs God. 
• God is faithful (He keeps His promises). 

God had promised to make of Abraham and his descendants (Jacob) a  
great nation; God was prospering Jacob in spite of Laban’s dishonesty;  
God was fulfilling His promise by prospering Jacob. 

• God is almighty (God is all-powerful, He can do anything). 

God leads Jacob to Rachel  
and causes him to prosper in  
Laban's household 

HOOK 
Do you remember the story of Jacob who had to leave home to run away from his 
brother? 
He had to go far, far away from home.   
Then one day he heard some noises. 
(Make the sound of sheep bleating.) 
What do you think was making that noise? 
Would you like to hear about Jacob and the sheep? 

15 

Scripture: Genesis 29-30 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Teacher’s 
Notebook/ 
Leader’s 
Edition 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
material.

  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in 
the Teacher’s Kit and in 
the Leader’s Edition. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

08. Lesson Sample 2

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
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Scripture: Genesis 6-9 

What You 
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He Established A Testimony © 2003                                                                                                     Parent Resource Page—4 

Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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Preschool Curricula

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 37 Desiring God Ministries 

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

Looks  

LOOK: 
(Show the coloring book page for Lesson 15.) 
Who is the man in the picture? 
Do you remember that Jacob had to go away from home? 
Why did Jacob have to leave home?  [he took the special prayer blessing from his 
brother; his brother was very mad at him] 
But God is faithful and He said that He would keep His promise to Jacob. 
What did God promise Jacob? 
Where is Jacob in this picture?  [far away from home] 
Who did he find?  How did he find the other part of his family?  [God helped Jacob]   
God kept his promise to take care of Jacob. 
When Jacob worked for his Uncle Laban, did his uncle give him money?  What did his 
uncle give him? 
There was just Jacob when he came to Uncle Laban’s house.  But later there was 
Jacob and many children and lots of sheep and goats. 
Was this part of God’s promise too? 
God always keeps his promises.  God was good to Jacob.  God is kind and loving. 
 
LOOK: 
(Show the coloring book page for Lesson 15.) 
Look at Jacob.  He is far away from home. 
Where will he live?  Where will he work? 
That is a problem for Jacob. 
Is that a problem for God?  No.  Nothing is a problem for God.  God can take care of 
anything. 
Did God find Jacob a new home?  Did God find Jacob a new family?  Did God find 
Jacob a new job?   Nothing is too hard for God.  God is strong.  God can do  
anything. 
Can you tell me about Jacob’s new home and new family and new job? 
Let’s tell God “thank you” for Jacob’s new home and new family and new job.  Let’s 
tell God how big and strong He is. 

God leads Jacob to Rachel  
and causes him to prosper in  
Laban's household 

 

15 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Teacher’s 
Notebook/ 
Leader’s 
Edition 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
material.

  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in 
the Teacher’s Kit and in 
the Leader’s Edition. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
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Scripture: Genesis 6-9 

What You 
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He Established A Testimony © 2003                                                                                                     Parent Resource Page—4 

Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Resources 
for 
Teachers

 Teachers are provided 
with numerous 
materials to help 
them structure class 
time, prepare lesson 
material, lead 
meaningful worship, 
and memorize 
Scripture in class.

 ORDERING TIPS:

• Material is provided in the 
Introduction and Appendix 
of the Teacher’s Notebook 
and Leader’s Edition.

• Further training materials 
for preschool teachers 
can be found at 
childrendesiringGod.org/
media.

Visuals are important because they give young 
children a mental picture of unfamiliar objects 
and concepts and help  teachers hold their 
attention. The  visual resource packs provides 
a few visuals for the opening illustrations. Other 
hooks use common household items teachers 
can provide. In addition, felt visuals with a 
flannel board for the presentation of the Bible 
lesson are recommended.

09. Visuals Sample 2

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
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Scripture: Genesis 6-9 

What You 
Need to Start
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He Established A Testimony © 2003                                                                                                     Parent Resource Page—4 

Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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Preschool Curricula

 Student 
Coloring 
Books

  Student Coloring 
Books provide an 
activity for children  
that reinforces the 
story, while small 
group leaders review 
lesson themes and 
draw out personal 
application.  
Workbooks are printed 
on heavy, marker-
friendly cardstock,  
and are spiral bound.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook 
per student. Copies of 
workbook pages may be 
made for visitors.

• Electronically 
downloadable workbooks 
are  available if you prefer 
to print your own copies. 

Tell the Next Generation 

He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 38 Children Desiring God 

Story #15 

God Leads Jacob to Rachel and Causes 
Him to Prosper in Laban’s Household 

Genesis 29-30 

What does this say 
about God and man? 

• God is merciful, loving and 
gracious 

• Man is a sinner and unable to 
save himself; man needs God 

• God is faithful (He keeps His 
promises)
God had promised to make of 
Abraham and his descendants 
(Jacob) a great nation; God 
was prospering Jacob in spite 
of Laban's dishonesty; God 
was fulfilling His promise by 
prospering Jacob 

• God is almighty (God is all-
powerful, He can do anything) 

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story. Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses. 

∗ God is so powerful that He  
fulfilled His promise by doing 
good to Jacob despite Laban's  
efforts to hurt Jacob. Can you 
trust God to be that powerful for 
you—to fulfill His promises to 
you even if  other people do bad 
things to you? 

∗ Do you ever want to hurt people 
so things will be better for you? 
Should you do that? Isn't it better 
to trust God to work for you? 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

10. Workbook Sample 2

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 

What You 
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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Preschool Curricula

 Student 
Coloring 
Books

  Student Coloring 
Books provide an 
activity for children  
that reinforces the 
story, while small 
group leaders review 
lesson themes and 
draw out personal 
application.  
Workbooks are printed 
on heavy, marker-
friendly cardstock,  
and are spiral bound.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one workbook 
per student. Copies of 
workbook pages may be 
made for visitors.

• Electronically 
downloadable workbooks 
are  available if you prefer 
to print your own copies. 

Children Desiring God 39 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God leads Jacob to Rachel
and causes him to prosper in 

Laban's household 

Page 26

He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 

What You 
Need to Start
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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He Established a Testimony
Old Testament Stories for Young Children 
Target Grade: Preschool     Grade Range: Preschool–1st     Lessons: 64    
Translation: NIV     Author: Sally Michael

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414   
childrendesiringGod.org

 Parent 
Resource 
Pages 

 Parent Resource 
Pages provide an 
overview of the lesson 
so parents can discuss 
the material with 
their son or daughter. 
Parents are also able 
to reinforce the lesson 
themes throughout the 
week with their child. 
These pages can 
be photocopied and 
distributed after class,  
or emailed to parents 
each week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Parent Resources Pages 
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit, both printed 
in the binder and as PDF 
files on the Visuals CD.

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

He Established A Testimony © 2003                  Parent Resource Page—15 

 

Tell the Next Generation 

God Leads Jacob to Rachel and Causes 
him to Prosper in Laban’s Household 

Scripture: 
Genesis 29-30 

What does this say             
about God and man? 

• God is merciful, loving and 
gracious 

• Man is a sinner and unable to 
save himself; man needs God 

• God is faithful (He keeps His 
promises) 
God had promised to make of 
Abraham and his descendants 
(Jacob) a great nation; God 
was prospering Jacob in spite 
of Laban's dishonesty; God 
was fulfilling His promise by 
prospering Jacob 

• God is almighty (God is all-
powerful, He can do anything) 

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses. 

∗ God is so powerful that He 
fulfilled His promise by doing 
good to Jacob despite Laban's 
trying to hurt Jacob.  Can you 
trust God to be that powerful 
for you--to fulfill His promises 
to you even if other people do 
bad things to you? 

∗ Do you ever want to hurt   
people so things will be better 
for you?  Should you do that?     
Isn't it better to trust God to 
work for you? 

Parent Resources 2

Student 
Coloring Book

Children Desiring God 11 He Established A Testimony © 2008 Sally Michael 

God judges the world
and sends a flood 

Resources 
for Teachers

Teacher’s Notebook  
and Leader’s Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

He establisHed a testimony    Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: Preschool Lessons: 64     NIV

He Established a Testimony
Scope & Sequence

He Established a Testimony introduces young children to the greatness of 
God in the Old Testament. Children are acquainted with a big picture of God 
and presented with a foundation of Bible doctrine. The 64 Old Testament 
story references are arranged chronologically, and key themes, which  
build a foundation to know and love God, are emphasized repeatedly to 
reinforce the concepts with children and to show the amazing consistency  
of a God who never changes.

Teachers are provided with the Scripture reference, key themes, “Hooks” (opening illustrations), and “Looks” 
(application questions). Teachers develop the Bible story through studying the passage and praying over the 
lesson. Preparation tips and instructions are provided for teachers.

Lesson 1: God creates the world and man Genesis 1-2
God is the Creator and Owner of all things. Everything God made is good because God is good. 
Foundation Verse: Genesis 1:1

Lesson 2: God’s promise and curse: Man disobeys God Genesis 3
Man is a sinner—he needs God because he cannot save himself. The punishment for sin is death,  
but God is merciful and loving. 
Foundation Verse: Matthew 6:24

Lesson 3: God accepts Abel but rejects Cain Genesis 4
Faith pleases God; without faith it is impossible to please God.  
Foundation Verse: Proverbs 3:5

Lesson 4: God judges the world and sends a flood Genesis 6-9
God was merciful in saving Noah and his family. God was all-powerful in sending a flood to cover the earth.  
God was faithful in remembering Noah and the beasts.
Foundation Verse: Psalm 1:6

Lesson 5: God confuses language at Babel: Man tries to make a name for himself Genesis 11:1-9
Man thinks he is great, but God is greater than all. God will not share His glory with another.
Foundation Verse: Review

Lesson 6: God calls Abram and makes him a promise Genesis 12-13
Faith pleases God. Abram pleased God by believing in Him and obeyed Him.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 30:15

Lesson 7: Part 1: God makes a covenant with Abram and gives him a new name Genesis 15-17
Part 2: Ishmael, although not the promised son, is still the seed of Abraham
God was merciful and loving in showing compassion to Hagar. God was faithful in promising  
to multiply Ishmael’s descendants and renewing Him promise to Abram.
Foundation Verse: Isaiah 43:5

Parent 
Resource Pages

Curriculum 
Introduction

Old 
Testament 

Stories 

He Established a Testimony  © 2003 9 Desiring God Ministries 

 

Key Themes 

Hooks 

• God knows everything . 
God knows man is sinful (Genesis 6:5). 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and cannot save himself. 
• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin . 
• Sin must be punished; the punishment for sin is death. 
• God communicates with man. 
• God is merciful . 

God spared Noah and his family; God sent Noah to preach repentance. 
• God is all-powerful . 

God sent a flood that covered the earth. 
• God is faithful. 

God remembered Noah and the beasts (Genesis 8:1). 

God judges the world  
and sends a flood 

HOOK 
(Dress up a child in front of the class in rain gear and an umbrella.)  Can you put this 
on?  Let’s button it up well.  How about putting these on your feet?  And I think you will 
need to hold this over your head. 
 
Look at child’s name.  He is all dressed up.   
What is he dressed for?  [rain]  
Right!  He is all ready for rain. 
Today I am going to tell you a story about a rain storm. 
Not a little rain storm for raincoats and umbrellas. 
But a great big rain storm. 
A huge rain storm. 
The biggest rain storm in the whole world. 
Would you like to hear this story? 
 

4 

Scripture: Genesis 6-9 

What You 
Need to Start
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Tell the Next Generation 

God Judges the World and 
Sends a Flood 

Scripture: 

Genesis 6-9 

What does this say           
about God and man? 

• God knows everything 

God knows man is sinful (Genesis 
6:5) 

• Man is a sinner; he needs God and 
cannot save himself

• God is holy and cannot tolerate sin 

• Sin must be punished; the punish-
ment for sin is death

• God communicates with man

• God is merciful 

God spared Noah and his family; 
God sent Noah to preach repen-
tance 

• God is all-powerful

God sent a flood that covered the 
earth

• God is faithful

God remembered Noah and the 
beasts (Genesis 8:1)

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES: Below are questions 
and responses to help you and your child interact 
with the scripture passage, and to solicit a personal 
response from both of you to the truths of the Bible 
story.  Please allow the Holy Spirit to guide you to 
further questions and responses.

∗ Can you make a flood?  Could you flood your 
yard if you had a lot of water?  How about 
the city you live in?  Could you flood the 
whole earth?  Can anybody flood the whole 
earth?  (Only God is  powerful enough to 
flood the whole earth.) 

∗ What happened to all the people that were 
not on the ark?  (They died.)  Was it right for 
God to destroy all those people?  (Yes, be-
cause sin deserves to be punished with 
death.) 

∗ Noah and his family trusted God to save 
them.  Could they have saved themselves?  
(No, only God can save His people from His 
judgment.) 
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