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Introduction

Your Word is Truth
A Study for Youth on Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture 
Target Grade: 8th     Grade Range: 7th-9th     Lessons: 40    
Translations: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

In this increasingly postmodern world, truth is not valued to 
the degree it once was. People often understand "truth" 
to be relative and "self-defined" in the way that 
seems best to them. Furthermore, the acceptance 
of "absolute truth" has become a thing of  
the past—an old notion that is considered to 
be the source of intolerance and arrogance. 
This secular worldview is bombarding 
the culture and subtly creeping  
into the church.

Christians often limit the extent to which 
the truth of God—the Bible—is able to give 
clearer focus to everything in life. Once a 
person can see and embrace the glory of 
the Gospel, he often takes off these lenses 
of truth before examing the non-spiritual 
things in life. If something is not explicitly 
mentioned in Scripture, he goes looking for 
a different set of lenses to see and understand 
it. Unfortunately, the world is more than eager to 
provide Christians with different lenses designed by 
Satan, which distort and skew reality instead of making it 
clear.

Believers must not limit the scope, authority, and relevance of God's truth as revealed in the Bible:

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent,  

equipped for every good work.—2 Timothy 3:16-17

Your Word is Truth helps students understand and embrace the authoritative truth of the Bible so they may 
see and interpret all of life through the lens of Scripture. Youth will be challenged to develop a biblical 
worldview as they study comtemporary topics they experience in everday life, such as family, friendships, 
entertainment, human suffering, and money. The goal is not only to encourage them to embrace the life-
giving truth, but also to equip them to walk in, defend, and proclaim the truth so they might shine as lights 
in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation (Phillippians 2:15).

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,  
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God,  
what is good and acceptable and perfect.—Acts 12:2
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13

Parent Memos 
and Resources
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Introduction
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)

What You 
Need to Start
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Permission Granted to Copy for Parents.

Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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God-centered resources for 
training the next generation
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God-Centeredness
The most important question we can ask of Scripture is, "What does 
this say about our great God?"

Depth
We want to fill students with truth that will make them steadfast, 
immovable, and always abounding. Thus, the Bible must be 
taught in depth with accuracy, yet in an age-appropriate and  
interesting manner.

Application
Teaching falls short if it simply feeds words through students' 
minds. Truth must be understood and applied. Concrete illustrations 
and interaction with Scripture help students connect the known  
to the unknown.

Theology
The truth that our all-powerful, all-loving, Triune God sovereignly 
orchestrates all things to serve His glory and His good purpose is 
central to the teaching of each curriculum.

Partnership with Parents
Because parents, not churches, have the primary responsibility 
before God for the spiritual nurture of their children, the curricula are 
structured to help churches "walk alongside" parents, enabling and 
equipping them in this God-given role.

Our Distinctions

Children Desiring God exists to spread a passion for the 
supremacy of God in all things so that the next generation may 
know and cherish Jesus Christ as the only One who saves and 
satisfies the desires of the heart.

We want millions in every generation to set their hope in God. 
To that end, we aim to fuel spiritual desire by producing God-
centered, Bible-saturated, Christ-exalting resources, and by 
equipping parents and churches to work in partnership to 
instruct the mind, engage the heart, and nurture the faith of the 
next generation.

Our Mission

Student 
Journal 
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absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
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The Truth
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How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
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INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.
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 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, main ideas, 
key Scripture passages, 
and a short description 
of each lesson, if 
applicable. Short and 
expanded versions of 
the Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what youth are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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• Explain to church leaders 
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teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.
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Lesson 4: Satan, the Deceiver
Rejection of God’s truth is not new—it began with Satan.

 X Man’s natural tendency, which began with Satan, is to reject God’s truth. Satan works to 
deceive and blind people to the truth (2 Corinthians 4:3). Because of Adam’s choice to believe 
the lies of Satan, sin and its blinding effects have spread to all mankind. Sinful people will, by 
their very nature, reject God’s truth.

Scripture: Genesis 3:1-5; Psalm 19:1; Psalm 104:24; Isaiah 40:26; John 8:44; Romans 1:20-22; Romans 5:12

Lesson 5: Satan’s Lie: Atheism 
Pride in the sinful heart desires to reject the truth of God’s existence.

 X Atheism, the belief that there is no God, is a lie of Satan. It results from rebellion and pride at 
work in sinful hearts, which desire to reject the truth of God’s existence. Pride does not want 
any other authority ruling over it. But, God has made His existence clearly known to all people 
through what He has made. Creation stands in testimony to the existence of its Creator.

Scripture: 1 Kings 8:27; Psalm 10:3-4; Psalm 14:1; Isaiah 40:25; Romans 1:20; 2 Corinthians 4:4; 1 Timothy 6:16

Lesson 6: Satan’s Lie: Other Religions 
Sinful people would rather believe Satan’s lies instead of the truth, resulting in final condemnation.

 X Deep down, all people have a God-given desire to have answers to life’s most important 
questions. Satan disguises himself as an “angel of light” and offers false sight to people through 
a variety of religions. The false religions of the world—such as Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, 
Mormonism and Scientology—deceive people by providing solutions that seem to answer life’s 
most important questions. Rejection of God’s truth results in condemnation.

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 11:14-15; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12; 1 Timothy 2:1, 3-4

Lesson 7: Satan’s Lie: Islam 
All false religions have the same end: God’s wrath.

 X Another false religion, Islam, is a lie of Satan that blinds people to the truth of the Bible. As 
with other false religions, Islam deceives its followers in three main ways: 1) It denies the 
validity of the Bible; 2) It denies the Person and work of Jesus; and 3) It denies God’s means 
of salvation—by grace, through faith in Jesus. Like all false religions, Islam leads people to 
God’s condemnation and wrath.

Scripture: John 1:1, 14; John 3:35-36; Romans 8:7; Ephesians 2:8-9; Hebrews 9:22

Lesson 8: The Light of the Gospel of Jesus 
God is the one who removes our blindness, so that sinners may rightly see and respond to the truth.

 X The answer to the problem of false religions is the Gospel—the good news of how Jesus came 
to save sinners from their sin by His death on the cross. Through the Gospel, God removes 
blindness so that sinners may rightly see and respond to His truth. God alone acts to remove 
sinners’ blindness and give them belief in His Son. If anyone embraces God’s truth, it is 
because of the grace of God at work in his heart.

Scripture: Matthew 20:28; Matthew 26:28; Mark 1:15; John 1:1, 14; John 11:25; John 14:6; Romans 6:23;  
2 Corinthians 4:3-4, 6; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 2:3-5, 8-9; 1 Peter 2:24
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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Lesson 9: Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture 
The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 X Faith in Jesus, by God’s grace, is the only way to both know and love the truth. The Bible not 
only answers the most important questions, but it should also be the “lens” through which 
everything in life is seen and interpreted. This process renews and transforms the mind as it 
leads Christians to ask the question: How now should I live?

Scripture: Psalm 43:3; Psalm 119:105; Romans 12:2; Colossians 2:6-8; 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Lesson 10: The Origin of the World 
The God of the Bible created the heavens and earth and everything in it by His power and wisdom.

 X Lessons 10-35 evaluate contemporary topics experienced in daily life through the lens of 
biblical truth. The series begins by answering the question: How did the world come into 
existence? According to the popular theory of evolution, life is the result of natural processes 
involving matter, time, and chance. However, evolution does not measure up to biblical truth, 
which reveals that God created the universe by His infinite power, wisdom, and design.

Scripture: Genesis 1:3-26; Psalm 74:16-17; Psalm 104:24; Proverbs 16:4; Jeremiah 10:12; Hebrews 11:3

Lesson 11: The Environment
God is the owner, sustainer, and ruler of all creation.

 X God is the owner, sustainer, and ruler of all creation. As Creator, He made people in His own 
image and likeness in order that they might have a unique role in the world, including God-
honoring dominion over other created things. However, because of sin, God placed a curse on 
the world. This requires difficult decisions as Christians weigh the needs of man versus those 
of other creatures as they care for the environment until Jesus returns and restores all creation.

Scripture: Genesis 1:27-28; Psalm 24:1; Psalm 103:19; Romans 8:20, 22; Hebrews 1:3; Revelation 21:1, 5

Lesson 12: Being a Man
God has designed each man to be a servant-like leader, provider, and protector.

 X “What does it mean to be created by God as a man?” Scripture, affirms that God created all 
people in His image and likeness, so both men and women have equal worth. He also created 
men and women distinctly different. Men are designed to be masculine, to practice godly 
leadership, and to express servant-like leadership that protects and provides for women.

Scripture: Genesis 1:27; Genesis 2:5-7, 15-17, 18-23; Genesis 3:9; Romans 5:12; Ephesians 5:23, 25; Titus 1:7-8

Lesson 13: Being a Woman
God has designed each woman to be a willingly submissive helper and nurturer.

 X God gave men and women a wonderful gift in the way He designed them to be distinctly 
different but perfectly complementary. By God’s design, male leadership is a blessing to 
women, who are created to be willingly submissive helpers and nurturers. The God-given roles 
of wife and mother are both satisfying and show the perfection of God’s design.

Scripture: Genesis 2:18; Titus 2:3-5; 1 Peter 3:4
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
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It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.
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Lesson 14: Marriage and Family
Marriage is a picture of Jesus’ amazing, loving, and faithful relationship with His people—the church.

 X Marriage is God’s design to join together one man and one woman in a unique lifetime 
commitment. The relationship is designed to fully display the complementary roles of men 
and women and to provide a picture of Jesus’ loving and faithful relationship with the Church. 
Another aspect of marriage’s design is the wonderful gift and responsibility of having children 
and training them to follow Jesus. 

Scripture: Psalm 78:5-7; Proverbs 1:8; Matthew 19:4-6; Ephesians 5:22-25, 28-29; Ephesians 6:1-2

Lesson 15: The Church
The church is to uphold the truth by teaching, guarding, proclaiming, and demonstrating the truth of God.

 X The true household of God, which includes all Christians, is the church. Scripture shows that 
the role of the church is to act as a “pillar and buttress of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). The most 
important truth to uphold is the Gospel of Jesus. The church does this by teaching, guarding, 
proclaiming, and demonstrating the truth of God.

Scripture: John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Acts 19:26-27; Philippians 2:14-15: 1 Timothy 2:4-5; 1 Timothy 3:14-15; Titus 1:9; 
Titus 2:1; 1 Peter 2:9

Lesson 16: Self
We exist for God and were created to glorify Him.

 X The Bible provides the only true measure to see and understand ourselves. Personal value and 
worth are not self-derived —as self-esteem is developed —but rather come from God. Humans 
are totally dependent on God for everything and do not exist for self-exultation. Only through 
Christ can people rightly see and live in a way will fulfill their existence to glorify God.

Scripture: Genesis 1:26-27; Acts 17:25; Romans 3:23; Romans 5:6-8; Romans 6:23; 1 Corinthians 4:7;  
1 Corinthians 10:31; 2 Corinthians 5:17

Lesson 17: Friends
Friendships are a wonderful gift from God and are also intended to help and encourage us to better known and 
trust in Jesus and walk in His truth.

 X In God’s plan, parents have the primary influence in their children’s lives to communicate 
God’s truth. The church (the community of believers) should support parents as a secondary 
influence for truth. But God has also formed the gift of friends, who are intended to help and 
encourage each other to know and trust Jesus, and to walk in His truth. Because friends have 
a strong influence, those who do help one’s growth in godliness must be carefully considered.

Scripture: Proverbs 12:26; Proverbs 13:20; Proverbs 22:24-25; Proverbs 27:9; Romans 12:2, 10; Romans 15:14;  
2 Corinthians 13:11; Galatians 5:13; Galatians 6:2; Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:11, 15; 
James 5:9, 16

Lesson 18: Ethics
The Bible provides the only sure set of moral principles for determining what is right or wrong in a given situation.

 X Ethics can be defined as moral principles and values used to determine right or wrong in a 
given situation. The world develops moral compasses based on personal needs and desires 
or by justifying actions by the “end good.” The Bible—God’s truth—provides the only sure set 
of moral principles. Practical, biblical guidelines for ethics can be found throughout Scripture.

Scripture: Exodus 20:15; Deuteronomy 6:18; Psalm 32:8; Psalm 119:15; Proverbs 11:14; Proverbs 18:17;  
Isaiah 48:17; Matthew 5:16; John 16:13; Romans 13:1; 1 Corinthians 10:23; 2 Corinthians 10:5; Colossians 2:8;  
2 Timothy 3:16-17; James 4:7
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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and a short description 
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expanded versions of 
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are also available as 
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USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what youth are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.
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Lesson 19: Life and Death: Abortion
God is at work within the womb, intimately and wonderfully forming his unique image bearer.

 X Children are a wonderful gift from God that He intimately and wonderfully forms in the womb. 
People have the honor of being God’s unique image bearers and all of their days, both before 
and after birth, belong to God. God hates abortion because it wrecks this special gift of human 
life. Even in the womb, babies are unique humans formed by God in His image.

Scripture: Genesis 1:27; Psalm 127:3; Psalm 139:13-16; Proverbs 6:17; Proverbs 24:11; Ephesians 5:11;  
James 4:2

Lesson 20: Prejudice, Partiality, and Discrimination
Prejudice, partiality, and discrimination should be guarded against by being humble and teachable, and by only 
using biblical distinctions when making judgments about people.

 X Prejudice is sinfully prejudging people based on wrong and prideful distinctions. Similarly, 
partiality and discrimination is sinfully treating people with favor or disapproval based on wrong 
and unfair distinctions. All three actions must be guarded against by being humble, teachable, 
and by only using biblical distinctions when making judgments about people.

Scripture: Genesis 1:27; 1 Samuel 16:7; Isaiah 53:2; Luke 6:43-45; John 1:46; John 7:24; Romans 3:22-23; 
Ephesians 2:8-9; 1 Timothy 4:12; James 2:1-4, 8-9; 1 Peter 2:23

Lesson 21: Education
Education is the process of acquiring knowledge about God and His world, with the goal of becoming wise for 
salvation and then equipped to do good works, so that God would be glorified.

 X Education is not something to pursue merely with the goal of getting good grades, going to 
college, or being able to earn a bigger paycheck. Rather, education is ultimately about acquiring 
knowledge about God and His world with the goal of making people wise for salvation and 
equipping them for good works so that God would be glorified in their lives.

Scripture: Psalm 19:1-2; Psalm 119:130; Psalm 145:5-6; Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 2:6; Proverbs 23:12;  
Matthew 5:16; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Ephesians 2:8-10; 2 Timothy 3:14-15

Lesson 22: Technology
Technology can be used as a means of glorifying God, or glorifying man.

 X People are able to create technology because they are made in God’s image and reflect His 
divine ability to create. Technology often assists man in exercising rightful dominion over 
creation, and is a means of God providing for the needs of people. However, the sinful heart is 
also prone to develop and/or use technology for evil, or to trust in technology rather than God. 
Technology can be used to rightly glorify God or to wrongly glorify man.

Scripture: Exodus 31:3; Jeremiah 17:9; Psalm 20:7; Psalm 104:14; Isaiah 55:2-3; 1 Corinthians 10:31

Lesson 23: Communication
A person’s words or manner of speech flow out of the desires of his heart.

 X God created humans to be relational, which includes being communicative. A person’s words 
and manner of speech flow out of and reflect the desires of his heart. These words and the 
manner in which they are used can be a powerful tool for either blessing or cursing. Thus, each 
mode of communication presents unique opportunities and dangers to be carefully evaluated.

Scripture: Proverbs 16:23; Matthew 12:34, 36; Romans 16:18; Ephesians 4:15, 29; Ephesians 5:4; Colossians 4:6; 
Titus 3:2; James 3:4-10; 2 John 1:12
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, main ideas, 
key Scripture passages, 
and a short description 
of each lesson, if 
applicable. Short and 
expanded versions of 
the Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what youth are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.
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Lesson 24: Literature and Music
Literature and music are gifts God has given to man, which display our uniqueness as His image bearers.

 X Literature and music, two different forms of communication, are both gifts from God and have 
a unique ability to actively engage the mind and heart—and thus are strong influences. Every 
author and songwriter has a worldview that is expressed, to one extent or another, through 
his writing or music. Believers must carefully evaluate the opportunities, dangers, and ideas 
literature and music present.

Scripture: Exodus 15:1; 1 Samuel 16:23; Proverbs 4:23; John 21:24-25; Philippians 4:8; Hebrews 5:14

Lesson 25: Television and Movies
Visual media provides opportunities to present biblical truths and themes, but also can be used as a tool of Satan 
to fuel sinful desires and thoughts.

 X Two additional forms of communication and technology are television and movies. Visual 
media is a powerful tool that has the ability to vividly captivate hearts and minds. They can 
offer unique opportunities to convey biblical truths and themes, or be used as a powerful tool 
of Satan for fueling sinful desires and thoughts. Practical, biblical guidelines assist in carefully 
evaluating viewing choices and habits through the truth of Scripture. 

Scripture: Psalm 19:9, 11; Proverbs 14:16; Isaiah 5:20; Jeremiah 17:9; Matthew 7:13; 1 Corinthians 6:12;  
1 Corinthians 10:23; Galatians 6:7-8; Philippians 4:8; Colossians 2:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 

Lesson 26: Sports and Athletics
Sports and athletics are to serve us in understanding and growing in the Christian life.

 X The term “great” is often used when describing a play, game, or athlete in sports, but it is 
sadly misused. Sports and athletics are to display God’s greatness and worth and to give Him 
glory. These activities are to serve people in understanding and growing in the Christian life, 
and Christians should carefully discern whether their participation in sports is serving this goal. 

Scripture: Matthew 6:19-20; 1 Corinthians 6:12, 19-20; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 1 Corinthians 10:31 1 Timothy 4:7-8;

Lesson 27: Work
Work is a gift from God that brings about desired benefits for ourselves and other.

 X Work is a gift from God. Meaningful labor is an undeserved kindness from God that brings 
about desired benefit for ourselves and others. God has given each person unique abilities, 
and He calls us to use these in specific kinds of work and occupations. All work is to be done 
with excellence, as if done for the Lord.

Scripture: Genesis 1:1; Genesis 2:1-2, 15; Exodus 20:9, 11; Psalm 128:2; Proverbs 20:4; Proverbs 21:25; 2 
Thessalonians 3:8, 11; 2 Corinthians 8:14; 1 Corinthians 12:5-6; Colossians 3:23-24

Lesson 28: Rest and Leisure
Rest and leisure are a means through which we are to enjoy the many benefits that God has provided so that we 
might deepen our thankfulness to Him.

 X While God has given people the gift of work, He has also graciously given them the gifts of sleep, 
rest, and leisure for the benefit of their bodies and souls. Sleep demonstrates dependence on 
God, and it should encourage people to humbly submit themselves to His good and sustaining 
rule. Rest and leisure are a means through which people are to enjoy and be thankful for the 
benefits God has provided. True, lasting rest and enjoyment can only be found in Jesus.   

Scripture: Exodus 20:9-11; 1 Chronicles 16:11; Psalm 3:5; Psalm 16:11; Psalm 103:2; Psalm 121:4;  
Isaiah 40:28-30; Matthew 11:28; 1 Corinthians 10:23, 31; Ephesians 5:15-16; 1 Timothy 6:17
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13

Parent Memos 
and Resources

Curriculum 
Introduction

Lesson 9

Your Word is Truth © 2010 by Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God 83

seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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A Study for Youth on Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture 
Target Grade: 8th     Grade Range: 7th-9th     Lessons: 40    
Translations: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, main ideas, 
key Scripture passages, 
and a short description 
of each lesson, if 
applicable. Short and 
expanded versions of 
the Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what youth are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.
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Lesson 29: Money and Possessions
Money and possessions are from God, belong to God, and are under His ultimate authority.

 X Money and possessions are temporary gifts from God that belong to God and are under His 
authority. These items can be a dangerous snare and will not bring lasting comfort, security, 
or happiness. The gifts are meant to be used for kingdom purposes, blessing us and others. 
Christ is more satisfying than money or possessions, and should be treasured above all else.

Scripture: 1 Chronicles 29:12; Job 41:11; Haggai 2:8; Matthew 6:19; Luke 12:15-21, 29-34; Ecclesiastes 5:10;  
1 Timothy 6:10

Lesson 30: Economics
Economic concepts exist by God’s design and should be pursued in a manner that acknowledges and honors God.

 X Economics, the production and transfer of goods and services form one party to another for their 
mutual benefit, exists to honor God’s design. The Bible honors economic concepts, such as 
private property ownership, the honest transfer of goods for profit, hard work and productivity, 
and just relations between employers and employees. It also recognizes the existence of 
inequalities in the abilities people possess and the benefits they receive in economic activities. 

Scripture: Exodus 20:15, 17; Leviticus 25:14; Proverbs 14:23; Proverbs 22:29; Proverbs 31:18-19;  
Matthew 25:14-18; Luke 3:14; Acts 5:4; Colossians 3:22-23; Colossians 4:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12;  
1 Timothy 5:18; James 5:4; 1 John 3:17

Lesson 31: Human Suffering—Sickness and Disease
God is sovereign over all suffering and all healing.

 X Suffering due to sickness and disease are the consequences of living in a world that is under 
God’s curse because of man’s sin. However, God remains sovereign over all suffering and all 
healing. God designs all suffering in a Christian’s life to work for His good as God displays His 
glory in and through the suffering. 

Scripture: Exodus 4:11; Deuteronomy 32:4, 39; Job 2:6-7; Psalm 145:9; John 9:1-3; Romans 5:3-4;  
Romans 8:18, 20, 22-23, 28; 2 Corinthians 1:3-4; 2 Corinthians 12:8-10; Philippians 3;20-21 James 5:14;

Lesson 32: Human Suffering—Disasters and Calamities
God is absolutely sovereign over disasters and calamities.

 X “Natural” disasters and calamities—hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunamis, and floods—bring 
about suffering to millions of people worldwide, but God is absolutely sovereign over these 
events. Scripture shows that God remains good, loving, and righteous in all He does. Disasters 
and calamities display both His judgment and His mercy to this fallen world. Ultimately, God 
does all things for His glory—to display His greatness and worth.

Scripture: Deuteronomy 32:4; Job 9:5-6; Psalm 100:5; Psalm 135:6-7; Psalm 145:9; Isaiah 45:7; Daniel 4:35; 
Amos 3:6; Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23; Romans 8:1, 20, 22; Romans 11:33, 36

Lesson 33: Evil
God is sovereign over all evil; He wills what He hates in order to accomplish what He loves.

 X Evil is one of the most challenging doctrines in the Bible. Although God wills that evil exist and 
He is sovereign over it, God cannot be blamed for evil. He hates evil and will punish those 
who do it but wills evil in order to accomplish what He loves. God caused the greatest evil to 
accomplish His greatest good—to show the immeasurable worth of His love for sinners by the 
death of His Son.

Scripture: Genesis 50:20; Psalm 5:4-5; Isaiah 1:4; Isaiah 13:11; Jeremiah 7:24; Matthew 15:19-20; Mark 1:27;  
Acts 4:27-28; Romans 3:23; Romans 5:8; Ephesians 2:7; James 1:13-14; 2 Peter 2:4; 1 John 1:5
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Journal 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
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 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, main ideas, 
key Scripture passages, 
and a short description 
of each lesson, if 
applicable. Short and 
expanded versions of 
the Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what youth are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.
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Lesson 34: Rulers and Governments
God establishes governments, and they rule under God’s supreme authority; therefore we are to submit to them.

 X In His wisdom, God establishes governments on earth to rule under His supreme authority. 
God intends for them to reward good conduct and punish wrong. Citizens are to submit to 
governing authorities since resisting them is resisting God. However, believers are not to submit 
in situations requiring them to sin. Ultimately, governments and rulers serve to accomplish 
God’s good purposes, but they should never be a substitute for God or individual responsibility.

Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:6-7; Psalm 20:7; Acts 5:29; Romans 13:1-7; 1 Corinthians 2:7-9; Ephesians 4:25; 
Ephesians 5:11

Lesson 35: War
Jesus does not want His people to be frightened or feel despair concerning the reality of war.

 X War is a reality of living in a fallen and sinful world, and God has ordained that governments 
bear the sword at times. In an attempt to determine when it is biblically justified to go to war, 
Christians have developed a “Just War” ethic that establishes certain criteria based on biblical 
standards. Christians must ultimately put their hope in Jesus, who will return to earth in the 
future to wage a final and victorious battle against evil—and put an end to war forever.

Key Verses: Proverbs 24:11; Isaiah 1:17; Matthew 5:39, 44; Mark 12:31; John 2:13-17; Romans 12:19-21;  
Romans 13:3-4; Revelation 19:11-16

Lesson 36: War of Worldviews 
God has given His people armor to withstand all of Satan’s schemes.

 X More urgent and important than the battles between physical armies, is the “war of worldviews” 
taking place in the hearts and minds of people. This war involved the forces of Satan versus 
the truth of God. Satan, a deceiver from the beginning, employs various schemes to deceive 
people. However, God has given His people armor so they are equipped to withstand all of 
Satan’s schemes and a sword—the truth of the Bible—to wage war against Satan’s lies.

Scripture: John 8:44; 2 Corinthians 4:4; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 2 Corinthians 11:14; Ephesians 2:2;  
Ephesians 6:10-13

Lesson 37: The Triumph of Truth
Jesus has decisively won the war of worldviews through His death on the cross.

 X While truth may not always seem victorious now, Jesus has decisively won the war of worldviews 
through His death on the cross. Satan and unbelievers continue to fight now, but they fight a 
futile battle against God’s truth. Christians are to boldly proclaim the truth of the Gospel, being 
confident that Jesus will return and fully reveal the triumph of His truth.

Scripture: Psalm 119:160; 1 Corinthians 15:24-27; 2 Corinthians 2:14-15; Ephesians 6:13, 17-20;  
Colossians 2:14-15; Hebrews 2:14-15

Lesson 38: Boldly Proclaiming Truth in Humility
The truth of the Bible is to be proclaimed in a spirit of humility.

 X The truth of the Bible is to be boldly proclaimed as its victory is sure, due to Jesus’ death on 
the cross. The truth of the Bible is a victorious, eternal truth. However, the truth of God is the 
truth of the cross, and this should cultivate humility in Christians, because through the cross 
they are saved by grace alone and through faith alone. Thus, the truth of the Bible is to be 
proclaimed in a spirit of humility—accurately, graciously, and fitting to the occasion.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:1-5, 26-31; Ephesians 4:29; Philippians 2:3, 5-8; Colossians 4:6; 1 Timothy 1:15
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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Your Word is Truth
A Study for Youth on Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture 
Target Grade: 8th     Grade Range: 7th-9th     Lessons: 40    
Translations: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Scope & 
Sequence

 The Scope &  
Sequence provides 
an overview of the 
curriculum, including 
lesson titles, main ideas, 
key Scripture passages, 
and a short description 
of each lesson, if 
applicable. Short and 
expanded versions of 
the Scope & Sequence 
are also available as 
PDF downloads at 
childrendesiringGod.org

USAGE TIPS:

• Explain to church leaders 
what youth are learning  
at each grade level.

• Help teachers and small 
group leaders understand  
the scope and sequence of 
the curriculum in order to  
teach the material more 
effectively.

• Share the scope and 
sequence with parents to give 
them an overview of the year, 
and to help them assist their 
son or daughter with review. 
It can also help parents know 
how to specifically pray for 
their children.

Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 9

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Lesson 39: Are You Walking in the Truth?
Saving knowledge of the truth is characterized by loving, trusting, and obeying Jesus.

 X Knowing the truth is one thing, but having saving knowledge of the truth is another. The 
question is not how many correct answers can one give, but “Do you trust and love Jesus? Do 
you love the Gospel of Jesus and embrace it?” Saving knowledge of the truth is characterized 
by loving, believing, obeying, and being progressively changed by the truth. Embracing truth is 
not an academic exercise—it is following a living Savior who is the way, the truth, and the life.

Scripture: 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10, 13; 1 Timothy 2:4-6; 1 John 1:5-7; 1 John 2:3-4, 16-17

Lesson 40: Delighting in God’s Truth
God’s truth is meant to bring us lasting joy.

 X Sometimes the sinful heart sees the Word of God as a long list of don’ts, but this is not the 
picture in Psalm 19. Rather, God’s truth gives eyes to see what is destructive and what will 
bring true, lasting joy. God’s truth should delight the heart as it opens the eyes to see the 
lasting joy God gives to those who trust Him and embrace His truth. His commands are not 
burdensome—they are life, and in keeping them there is great reward!

Scripture: Jeremiah 15:16; Psalm 19:7-11; Psalm 119:24, 43; Proverbs 22:17-18; John 8:31-32

Student 
Journal 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13

Parent Memos 
and Resources

Curriculum 
Introduction

Lesson 9
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)

What You 
Need to Start
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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What you need to start

Your Word is Truth
A Study for Youth on Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture 
Target Grade: 8th     Grade Range: 7th-9th     Lessons: 40    
Translations: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Teacher’s Kit
ORDER ONE PER CLASSROOM

This kit contains the basic tools you need to start 
teaching this curriculum.

Each kit contains:

A. Leader’s Edition 
1 - Spiral-bound book containing the curriculum 
introduction, 40 lessons, and an appendix with further 
reading and suggestions for activities.

B. Student Journal 
1 - Spiral-bound student journal

D. Visual Resources DVD 
1 - DVD containing PowerPoint® and Flash presentations 
for each lesson, printable visuals for teachers unable 
to display electronic visuals, video clips for use during 
lessons (formatted for QuickTime® and Windows Media 
Player®), and PDF files of Parent Memos, Parent Preview 
Letters, and weekly Take-Home Articles which can be 
printed or e-mailed to families. 

D. Video DVD 
1 - DVD with video clips for use during the lessons. Clips 
are the same as the Visual Resources DVD, but are 
formatted for use with a DVD player for those without a 
computer projector.

Student Journal
ORDER ONE PER STUDENT AND SMALL GROUP LEADER

Student Journals are recommended for each student 
in the class. The journal is full of lesson notes, real-life 
stories, quotes, application questions, and interaction 
with the Bible to help students think and transfer the 
knowledge from their head to their heart. Journals are 
spiral-bound and protected with plastic covers.

Rejoicing in God's Good Design was written to be taught over 40 weeks in a Sunday school setting. The two 
main compontents of class time are the lesson—40-45 minutes, and the application time—20-30 minutes. 
Directions for adapting the curriculum to different time frames or settings are included.   

The main teacher or team leader for the class should begin with a Teacher's Kit and a Student Journal for each 
student attending the class.

What You Need to Start

A

B

Student 
Journal 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13

Parent Memos 
and Resources
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Lesson 9
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

D

CMYWVD

(videos for use on DVD player)
Video DVD

CMYWED
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Target Grade: 8th     Grade Range: 7th-9th     Lessons: 40    
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God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Leader’s Edition
ORDER ONE FOR EACH ADDITIONAL TEACHER OR SMALL 
GROUP LEADER  
(AVAILABLE IN PRINT AND ELECTRONIC FORMATS)

A. The Leader’s Edition is designed to equip small 
group leaders and co-leaders with their own copy of the 
curriculum to study and pray through as they prepare 
to minister to the youth under their care. It includes the 
curriculum introduction, 40 lessons, and the appendix. 

The Leader’s Edition is available in the traditional printed 
format with a spiral binding or as an electronic PDF 
download.

Visual Packet for Print Users
ORDER ONE IF YOU WOULD LIKE PRINTED VISUALS 

B. For classes unable to use the electronic presentations, 
lesson visuals are professionally printed in full color on 
8.5 x 11 inch cardstock. The Visual Packet contains 
131 pages. (Printable PDF files of the visuals are also 
included on the Visual Resource DVD in the Teacher’s 
Kit.)

B

A

Depending on the size and structure of your children's ministry program, as well as the teaching styles of 
the ministry team, you may need additional resources in order to accommodate co-teachers and small 
group leaders. In addition, classes that do not have projection equipment might want to purchase  
professionally printed visuals.

Additional Resources

Student 
Journal 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

Visuals Packet for Print Users
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Your Word is Truth
A Study for Youth on Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture 
Target Grade: 8th     Grade Range: 7th-9th     Lessons: 40    
Translations: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Leader’s 
Edition 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
material.

  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in 
the Teacher’s Kit and in 
the Leader’s Edition. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

An overview of the 
lesson is provided for 
teachers. Each lesson 
is centered on several 
main ideas and key 
Scripture passages.

Teachers are provided 
with a list of materials 
needed for each lesson, 
as well as preparation 
steps. Most of the visual 
material is included 
on the DVD, but other 
items, such as a Bible 
or common household 
objects, need to be 
supplied by the teacher. 
Preparation includes 
studying the lesson and 
the journal, and reading 
the supplied articles.

Student 
Journal 
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Lesson  
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
 

  

Leader’s 
Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13

Parent Memos 
and Resources

Curriculum 
Introduction

Lesson 9
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Need to Start
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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(Display Lesson 9.)  

small Group discussion (5-10 minutes)

(Display Discussion.) 

the name “halloween” comes from the all saints day celebration of the 
early christian church, a day set aside for the solemn remembrance of the 
martyrs. all hallows eve, the evening before all saints day, began the time 
of remembrance. “all hallows eve” was eventually contracted to “hallow-
e'en,” which became “halloween.”

as christianity moved through europe it collided with indigenous pagan 
cultures and confronted established customs. pagan holidays and festi-
vals were so entrenched that new converts found them to be a stumbling 
block to their faith. to deal with the problem, the organized church would 
commonly move a distinctively christian holiday to a spot on the calendar 
that would directly challenge a pagan holiday. the intent was to counter 
pagan influences and provide a christian alternative. but most often the 
church only succeeded in “christianizing” a pagan ritual—the ritual was 
still pagan, but mixed with christian symbolism…

the celtic people of europe and britain were pagan druids whose major 
celebrations were marked by the seasons. at the end of the year in north-
ern europe, people made preparations to ensure winter survival by har-
vesting the crops and culling the herds, slaughtering animals that wouldn't 
make it. life slowed down as winter brought darkness (shortened days 
and longer nights), fallow ground, and death. the imagery of death, sym-
bolized by skeletons, skulls, and the color black, remains prominent in 
today's halloween celebrations…

halloween didn't become an american holiday until the immigration of 
the working classes from the british Isles in the late nineteenth century. 

Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture

can you guess which holiday comes second only 
to christmas in terms of economic activity in the 
u.s.? [Halloween] Where and how did hallow-
een originate? how is it usually celebrated in our 
culture? are these practices good, bad, or simply 
neutral? Is it okay for christians to participate in 
any of these practices? 

You may want to give a brief account of your 

own childhood experience with Halloween. (At 
this point, simply encourage discussion. Do not 
make judgments on their answers. The article 
will be sent home with the students for fur-
ther discussion. Please read the entire article 
before class to understand the context and 
conclusion.) Read to them the following excerpt 
from the article by Travis Allen1:

1. Allen, Travis. "Christians and Halloween" (2006). <http://www.gty.org/Resources/Articles/A123_Christians-and-Halloween> (accessed June 29, 2010).

artIcle: 
chrIstIans and 

halloWeen (one 
per student)
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Target Grade: 8th     Grade Range: 7th-9th     Lessons: 40    
Translations: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Leader’s 
Edition 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
material.

  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in 
the Teacher’s Kit and in 
the Leader’s Edition. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Journal 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
 

  

Leader’s 
Edition

Curriculum  
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Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

Most lessons begin with 
a short small group time 
to begin discussion 
on the topic. Scripture 
passages, article 
excerpts, or activities are 
included to guide the 
conversation.
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While early immigrants may have believed the superstitious traditions, it 
was the mischievous aspects of the holiday that attracted american young 
people. Younger generations borrowed or adapted many customs without 
reference to their pagan origins.

does understanding the background of halloween give you a better understanding 
about how a christian should view its pagan roots and practices? have you ever exam-
ined these practices through the truth of scripture? Is the bible relevant to halloween, or 
is halloween just a cultural holiday that has nothing to do with the bible? 

large Group lesson 

(Display five Questions.)  

 � 1. How did we get here?

 � 2. Why do we exist?

 � 3. What is wrong with the world?

 � 4. What is the solution?

 � 5. What will happen when we die? 

Point out that in the previous lessons we have been learning about how all people are 
seeking the answers to these questions, and how the Bible is the only source for know-
ing the truth. However, as we learned in the previous lesson, unless God acts to give us 
new spiritual sight, we will not only never come to know the truth, but we will also never 
respond in faith—trusting in Jesus alone for our salvation.  

(Display WorLDvieWs.) 

 � But seeing the truth of the Gospel and then responding to Jesus in belief is not merely 
meant to change the way we see the Gospel. What is meant by that? 

suppose a blind man has an operation that now gives him clear sight. Will he just see 
people, but not dogs? Will he just see his house, but not trees and grass? Will his sight 
help him find the grocery store, but not the library? 

This is something like coming to see and love the truth of the Gospel. Once you are 
given new sight to see and love Jesus for who He is, what He has done, and all that He 
has promised to do, that new sight is meant to also let you see the truth about other 
things. That new sight is meant to transform you.

What does the word “transform” mean? If a blind person is suddenly given sight to see 
people, dogs, trees, grass, and everything else, will that new sight also transform his life 
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Translations: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
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 Leader’s 
Edition 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
material.

  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in 
the Teacher’s Kit and in 
the Leader’s Edition. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Rather than telling 
students the concepts 
in the lesson, teachers 
are encouraged to 
lead youth to discover 
the concepts by 
asking questions and 
challenging learners to 
think, draw conclusions, 
and look up answers 
themselves. 
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Journal 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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in other ways? how? Give me a few examples. this can help us to understand how the 
Gospel is meant to change our lives. 

Have the students turn to Romans 12:2 in the Bible.

(Display romans 12:2.) 

Romans 12:2—Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect. 

 � What is the negative command in this verse?

 � What are we not to be?

 � What is the positive command in this verse?

 � What are Christians to be? 

Why is this done by “the renewal of the mind”? Why would our thinking need to be 
renewed?  

What does it mean to test and discern? do we just passively become transformed, or do 
these words suggest taking conscious action? (Direct the students to the main point and 
the related question in the journal.)

illustration 

(Display Discern.) 

 � Suppose your parents allow you to get a cell phone for your birthday. Would you 
just go to the store and buy the first cell phone you see? What would you want to 
know about the phone before buying it? You might want to find a friend who has the 
phone you are interested in, and test it to see if it has the functions you want it to 
have. You might want to ask your friend how his phone works and if he likes it before 
you purchase one. You might go online and try to find out more information about 
the phone and the service provider. You may need to consider the price before you 
purchase. You would want to use your capability to test and discern which phone 
would be the best one for you to buy! You take conscious actions to determine 
which phone is the best fit for you. 

but what does any of this have to do with a discussion of halloween?  

 � Explain that as the students were discussing the question of Halloween, they were each 
seeing and understanding it from a certain perspective. Something was informing their 
thinking and response.  

but what was shaping your understanding and response? the world, or something else? 
should a blind man who has been given his sight, now put on darkened glasses so he 

Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

Lessons use multiple 
illustrations to 
emphasize points and to 
explain spiritual truths. 
Concrete examples help 
students understand 
more abstract biblical 
truths.

Computer mouse icons 
prompt teachers to 
advance or change 
slides on the electronic 
visuals. Other teaching 
instructions and 
interaction with the 
student journals are 
provided in parentheses.
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can remain conformed to living as a blind man, walking with a cane, feeling his way in 
the darkness? or is there a new way for him to walk? 

Have the students turn to Colossians 2:6-8 in the Bible, and also turn to that section 
and related questions in the journal: 

(Display coLossians 2:6-8.) 

Read:

Colossians 2:6-7— Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 
7rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving. 

 � What does it mean to “walk in Christ”?

 � Is this simply a one-time “decision” someone makes to trust in Jesus and then go on 
living your life however you want? (Like the once blind man who goes on using a cane?) 
No. It is a continuous walk that is following Christ. And to do this, we must be on our 
guard against something. Read verse 8. 

Colossians 2:8—See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty de-
ceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and 
not according to Christ.  

 � What are these verses warning Christians about?

 � What does it mean to be taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, or human tradition? 
[absorbing what the culture practices and teaches without examining it through the lens 
of Scripture] For example, a sponge will soak up whatever is in the bucket, whether it 
is water or gasoline. It soaks up its environment without taking into account what it is 
soaking up.  

another example: suppose you are in a science class in which the teacher is explaining 
that humans are simply the result of evolutionary processes. does that teaching take 
your mind “captive”? does your thinking conform to this? or, does your mind test and 
discern what is being taught? 

What about being taken captive by human tradition? can you give an example of this?  

illustration 

If possible, try and use a personal example of rejecting human tradition after being 
transformed by the Gospel. For example, did the way in which you celebrate a holiday 
such as Christmas change in any way after you became a Christian? [e.g., perhaps turn-
ing the focus away from Santa Claus and presents and toward the birth of Christ] Was 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

Scripture is a central 
part of each lesson. 
Passages are highlighted 
in the lesson, but it is 
important for Scripture 
to be read from a Bible.

Sentences in italics 
recommend a specific 
wording of a concept to 
make a theological  
point very clear, to 
convey a specific tone, 
or to touch the heart in a 
certain way.
Lesson material 
not in italics should 
be conveyed in the 
teacher’s own words.
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abandoning such a prevalent human tradition easy? Did it call for testing and discern-
ment? 

but how will you determine if something is “not according to christ”? does the bible 
mention halloween, christmas, evolution, or the many other questions we are faced 
with in everyday life? 

(Display anD quickly reaD GoD’s WorD.) 

Psalm 43:3a—

 � Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me.  

Psalm 119:105—

 � Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17—

 � All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for cor-
rection, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, 
equipped for every good work. 

according to these verses, what is to lead and guide our thinking and living? [God's 
Word] do these verses limit the bible to just leading and guiding in specific areas, but 
not in others? What should we understand by that? 

according to 2 Timothy 3, is the bible profitable for some good works, but not for oth-
ers? should we limit the use of God's truth to some areas of life, but not others? 

(Display caLvin, anD reaD the quote.)

for by the scriptures as our guide and teacher, [God] not only makes 
those things plain that would otherwise escape our notice, but he almost 
compels us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight with spec-
tacles.2 —John Calvin 

Direct the students to this quote and related questions in the journal. 

according to this quote, what does John calvin compare to a pair of spectacles or eye 
glasses? [Scripture, the Bible] how does the bible act as a pair of spectacles? Is it 
meant to only give clear sight to some things, but not to others? how is this like a person 
being given new sight to understand and love the Gospel, which then gives him new 
eyes to see everything else in life?  

Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture

2. Calvin, John. Genesis (the crossway classic commentary series). J.I. Packer and Alistair McGrath, editors. (Wheaton: Crossway, 2001), xiii-xiv.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

Answers for the student 
journal are provided 
within the lesson. Small 
group leaders should 
complete their journal as 
they study the lesson so 
they are familiar with the 
questions and answers.
While teaching, these 
points may need to be 
emphasized or repeated 
for students.
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(Display five Questions.) 

1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die? 

Point out that the Bible alone provides the truth to these questions. We can only fully 
see and love that truth by grace, through faith in Jesus. But that new sight does not stop 
there. It is meant to give us sight for the truth of another important question missing 
from the list: 

 � 6. How now should we live? 

(Direct the students to complete question #6 in the journal.) 

and just as the bible provides the truth for the previous questions, it also provides the 
truth for how we are to live each day. the bible is like a unique, one-of-a-kind set of 
lenses, through which we are to see and understand everything in life…not just ques-
tions about how the world came into existence, or the problem of sin and how Jesus 
came to die on the cross to save sinners and give us eternal life. the bible also is the 
lens through which to see and interpret everything else in life—how we live, the friends 
we make, how we do our school work, how we view halloween, and everything else. 
that is the meaning of the term christian or biblical worldview—seeing all of life through 
the truth of scripture.  

(Display bibLicaL WorLDvieW.) 

Ask the students to draw a picture depicting what is meant by biblical worldview—see-
ing all of life through the truth of Scripture—in the journal. 

small Group application 
the following examples are possible discussions for the small group application time. select the 
topics that are most applicable to your group. (see Introduction for more information.) 

•	Truth Statement: Discernment comes as Christians filter all of life through Scripture. 

Think About It: Ask the students if, after the lesson, they would now feel the same or 
differently about their initial discussion about Halloween. Did the facts regarding the 
pagan origin of Halloween come directly from the Bible? Even though the Bible does not 
specifically mention “Halloween” does the Bible speak of darkness and evil? In what 
context? How should we view this through a biblical “lens”? [See Ephesians 5:6-11, 15-
16.]  
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

Each lesson ends with 
Small Group Application 
time, which is most 
effective in groups of 
four to eight students. 

The goal of the 
application time is to 
help students see how 
God might have them 
respond to the truth they 
have heard. When they 
are specifically directed 
to respond to the truth, 
it is more likely that 
head knowledge will 
become a desired heart 
response.
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Examine Your Heart: even though the bible is very clear in regard to evil, it does leave 
room for how a christian might confront evil. for example, some christians use hallow-
een as a means to be a “light” to others by taking out its dark practices and replacing 
these with wholesome practices. how have you seen christians respond to halloween in 
ways that resisted evil and glorified God?  

Live It: How could you oppose evil and glorify God during Halloween? How could your 
family respond to this holiday in a way that reveals Christ to others? (Remember to send 
home the article christians and halloween by Travis Allen. Encourage the students to 
read and discuss it with their parents.) 

•	Truth Statement: Transformation is a process that requires the renewal of the mind 
through Scripture over time.  

Think About It: Read Romans 12:2. Talk about what the words “conformed” and 
“transformed” mean. [“Conformed” means to be shaped into something; “transformed” 
means to become something else entirely.] Why are we all, by nature, conformed to this 
world? how does it demonstrate itself in everyday life? Why is being “transformed by the 
renewal of your mind” a process in our lives? In other words why don't christians auto-
matically see and understand everything in life through the truth of the bible when they 
come to faith in christ? [It might help to use the example of a person who comes to live 
here from a region of the country where he has a certain accent. That accent does not 
automatically disappear. He will have to make a conscious effort and work at speaking 
in a new way.] 

Examine Your Heart: are you making a conscious effort to see and understand every-
thing in life through the truth of scripture? What will be necessary in order to grow in 
this area? [See Psalm 43:3a and Psalm 119:105.] Is your first thought when presented 
with a circumstance or issue, “What does the bible say about this? What will help me 
to understand this better through a biblical perspective?” are some things in life more 
difficult to test and discern through a biblical perspective than others? What might these 
be? does that mean the bible is silent, or does it just take more practice and searching 
for the answers? do you take the time to renew your thinking? how?  

Live It: With your small group, list some topics that are coming up in your life this week 
(e.g., school, homework, difficulties with siblings, soccer practice, music lessons) How 
can you consider these topics in light of what the Bible has to say? Have each person 
pick a topic to “research” in the Bible this week.  

•	Truth Statement: Christ is the center of all things—He designed them all and upholds 
them by His power.  

Think About It: Ask the students if they tend to view their life in certain specific catego-
ries (e.g., sleeping, eating, entertainment, friends, school, sports, work, etc.). Do they 
believe the Bible, while truthful, is not as relevant to some of these categories? Quickly 

Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.
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o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

Application questions 
include several “Truth 
Statements.” Each one 
focuses on reviewing a 
main truth of the lesson. 
The “Think About 
It” section explores 
student’s knowledge and 
understanding of the 
truth. Students are then 
encouraged to examine 
their heart as they move 
beyond the intellectual 
conversation and think 
through their emotional 
response to the truth. 
What is their response 
to God? Finally, students 
are challenged to apply 
the truth to their own 
lives in practical ways.
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read Colossians 1:16-18. Who is the “he” in these verses? [Jesus] What two-word 
phrase is repeated four times? [all things] Why is this repeatedly emphasized? What 
“categories” do all things include? What is meant by the last part of verse 18? How does 
this demonstrate why we are to see all of life through the truth of Scripture? 

Examine Your Heart: Is there anything in your heart and mind that makes you want to 
not have this be the case? What might it be? Why might there be an area of life where we 
don't want to see the truth? In the example of halloween, how might the truth challenge 
you to change? Why is this a struggle? 

Live It: Pray with your small group for God’s grace in wanting to know and practice what 
is true. 

•	Truth Statement: To discern something is to test to see if it stands up to the truth.  

Think About It: What does discernment mean? How does testing relate to discernment? 
[See Romans 12:2.] How can you test whether or not something is true in a situation?  

Examine Your Heart: What is your usual response to a new thing, person, or situation? 
do you test a situation to determine what is true and what is not? What would it look like 
to use discernment in daily life? 

Live It: With your small group, develop a list of questions that you could ask about a 
topic, subject, or situation to discern whether or not something is “according to Christ.” 
[For example: “What Scriptures relate to this topic? Is this topic in my Bible index?” 
“Does this fit with the Gospel? How?” “Does this demonstrate God’s character to oth-
ers? If not, could it? How?” “According to what I know about Jesus/Scripture, how might 
Jesus respond in this situation? Can I think of a similar situation in Scripture that makes 
it clear how Jesus might respond?”] 

•	Truth Statement: Transformation occurs as we search the Bible for God’s truth.  

Think About It: Look at Romans 12:2 together. does transformation begin in the mind, 
heart, or will? [mind] Why do you think it begins in the mind? What tool has God given us 
to inform our minds of what God’s truth, or will, is?  

Examine Your Heart: are there any methods you usually use to find God’s truth about 
a situation? how could you search the bible to see what it says about a certain topic? 
What are some tools that could help you? [Bible concordance, index, cross-references, 
etc.] What other places could you go to find help in filtering life through the lens of 
scripture? [Christian parents, pastor or Bible teacher, an older Christian mentor or 
friend] 

Live It: Have each student pick a method or series of questions they will use to apply to 
one specific topic this week. Have them bring their truth discoveries back to share with 
the group next week! 
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God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
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 Leader’s 
Edition 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
material.

  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in 
the Teacher’s Kit and in 
the Leader’s Edition. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Journal 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
 

  

Leader’s 
Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13

Parent Memos 
and Resources

Curriculum 
Introduction

Lesson 9
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)

What You 
Need to Start

N
av

ig
at

io
n 

B
ar

Your Word is Truth © 2010 by Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God

Lesson 9PARENT  MEMO
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

Student Journals have a 
section for taking notes 
during the small group 
discussion and for listing 
ways to apply the truths 
learned and discussed.
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•	Truth Statement: Transformation occurs first in the mind, then in the heart, and finally 
in our lives. 

Think About It: Is “theology” something that is usually separate from your everyday life? 
Take a topic like “forgiveness.” how are people forgiven by christ? how could an under-
standing of forgiveness be revealed in the life of a christian? 

Examine Your Heart: do you feel like you know scripture in your head, but have a hard 
time applying it in real life? Why is there a disconnect between what you hear in church 
or read in scripture, and what you do in daily life?  

Live It: What can you do this week to eliminate the disconnect between the “spiritual” 
parts of your life, and the rest of your life? [e.g., talking about the sermon with family and 
discussing possible applications together, memorizing Scripture and bringing it to mind 
throughout the day, using methods of searching the Scripture, or asking “big picture” 
questions such as those mentioned above to explore specific areas where there is cur-
rently a disconnect] 

Encourage students to apply one thing from the discussion to their lives this week. Try 
to follow up with them next week. Also, if time permits, ask them about how they ap-
plied one thing from last week’s lesson. 

send home

Parent Memo for Lesson 9

"Christians and Halloween" article

Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture
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  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:
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to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Lesson 9PARENT  MEMO
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

Students are 
encouraged to complete 
the At Home section 
of the Student Journal 
during the week. 
Parent Memos are 
provided for each 
lesson, along with 
articles for further 
study and discussion. 
These materials may be 
handed out to students 
or emailed to parents.
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 Visual 
Resources 
Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impacting, 
and understandable. 
The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
connect the lesson 
and Student Journal. 
Short video clips 
further explore current 
topics discussed. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit.

• For classes unable to use 
the electronic resources, 
printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
Print Users.

LESSON 9

Discussion

Is the Bible relevant to 
Halloween, or is Halloween 
just a cultural holiday?just a cultural holiday?
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training the next generation

877.400.1414
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Electronic presentations 
contain visuals and 
lesson notes, which 
correspond to the 
Teacher’s Edition and 
Student Journal.
(Two slides are shown 
on each page here.)

The discussion slide 
helps launch the Small 
Group Discussion time 
before the lesson with 
a thought-provoking 
question related to the 
lesson topic.

Student 
Journal 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.



Youth Curricula

 Visual 
Resources 
Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impacting, 
and understandable. 
The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
connect the lesson 
and Student Journal. 
Short video clips 
further explore current 
topics discussed. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit.

• For classes unable to use 
the electronic resources, 
printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
Print Users.
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The main images from 
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Visual Packet for Print 
Users and the Visual 
Resources DVD for those 
teaching without an 
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Electronic presentations 
are formatted for both 
PC and Mac computers 
using PowerPoint® 
and Flash®. Similarly, 
video clips are provided 
for Windows Media 
Player, QuickTime®, and 
traditional DVD players.

Student 
Journal 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

5 QUESTIONS
1. HOW DID WE GET HERE?

5 QU S O S

2. WHY DO WE EXIST?

3. WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE WORLD?

4. WHAT IS THE SOLUTION?

5 WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN WE DIE?5. WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN WE DIE?

+


+
 

  



Youth Curricula

 Visual 
Resources 
Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impacting, 
and understandable. 
The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
connect the lesson 
and Student Journal. 
Short video clips 
further explore current 
topics discussed. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit.

• For classes unable to use 
the electronic resources, 
printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
Print Users.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
 

  

Leader’s 
Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

ROMANS 12 2ROMANS 12:2
• What is the negative command in this verse?g

• What are we not to be?

• What is the positive command in this verse? 

• What are Christians to be?

“DISCERN”“DISCERN”

How would you decide?
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Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impacting, 
and understandable. 
The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
connect the lesson 
and Student Journal. 
Short video clips 
further explore current 
topics discussed. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit.

• For classes unable to use 
the electronic resources, 
printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
Print Users.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.
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Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.
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3. Psalm 43:3a
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5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

COLOSSIANS 2:6 8COLOSSIANS 2:6-8
• What does it mean to “walk in Christ”?What does it mean to walk in Christ ?

• Is this simply a one-time decision?

• What are these verses warning Christians g
about?

• What does it mean to be taken captive?• What does it mean to be taken captive?

PSALM 43:3aPSALM 43:3a
Send out your light and your truth; let them 
lead me.

PSALM 119:105 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light toYour word is a lamp to my feet and a light to
my path.

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching for reproof forprofitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be competent,that the man of God may be competent,
equipped for every good work. 



Youth Curricula

 Visual 
Resources 
Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impacting, 
and understandable. 
The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
connect the lesson 
and Student Journal. 
Short video clips 
further explore current 
topics discussed. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit.

• For classes unable to use 
the electronic resources, 
printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
Print Users.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

1. HOW DID WE GET HERE?

2. WHY DO WE EXIST?

3. WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE WORLD?

4. WHAT IS THE SOLUTION?

5 WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN WE DIE?5. WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN WE DIE?

6. HOW NOW SHOULD WE LIVE?6. HOW NOW SHOULD WE LIVE?

Slides correspond to 
the Student Journal by 
providing answers for  
the fill-in-the-blank 
questions, space to 
answer questions, and 
charts to complete. 
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Visuals help explain 
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interesting, impacting, 
and understandable. 
The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
connect the lesson 
and Student Journal. 
Short video clips 
further explore current 
topics discussed. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit.

• For classes unable to use 
the electronic resources, 
printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
Print Users.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.
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f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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 The Student Journal is 
designed to be used 
by students and small 
group leaders both in 
class and at home.

 Activities and readings 
encourage reflection 
and application of 
God’s Word.

 ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one journal for  
each student and small 
group leader.

• Copies may be made for 
visitors.

Your Word is Truth © 2010 Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God 63

Lesson  

Your Word is Truth © 2010 Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God62

Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9
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Journal Sample 1

Your Word is Truth
A Study for Youth on Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture 
Target Grade: 8th     Grade Range: 7th-9th     Lessons: 40    
Translations: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

The In Class section of the journal provides 
an outline of the lesson with key points 
highlighted. The visuals help students fill in the 
blanks, and additional space is provided for 
note-taking. Answers for specific questions are 
included in the Leader’s Edition.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.



Youth Curricula

 Student 
Journal

 The Student Journal is 
designed to be used 
by students and small 
group leaders both in 
class and at home.

 Activities and readings 
encourage reflection 
and application of 
God’s Word.

 ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one journal for  
each student and small 
group leader.

• Copies may be made for 
visitors.
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What does John Calvin compare to a pair of spectacles (eyeglasses)?

How does the Bible act like a pair of eye glasses?

Six Questions:

1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we _________________?

Draw a picture depicting what is meant by "biblical world view"—seeing everything 
in life through the truth of Scripture.

Do these verses change your initial thoughts regarding Halloween? If so, how?

Your Word is Truth Lesson 9

Do not be 
conformed to this 

world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, 

that by testing  you may discern 
what is the will of God, what 
is good and acceptable and 

perfect. 
ROMANS 12:2
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Visuals 
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)

What You 
Need to Start
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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 Student 
Journal

 The Student Journal is 
designed to be used 
by students and small 
group leaders both in 
class and at home.

 Activities and readings 
encourage reflection 
and application of 
God’s Word.

 ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one journal for  
each student and small 
group leader.

• Copies may be made for 
visitors.
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Your Word is Truth Lesson 9

Small Group Notes

This week, I plan to apply the following truth to my life in this way:

Lesson 9 Review—Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
Main Ideas

> The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

> We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith 
in Jesus.

> The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

At Home
Read and discuss with your parents Travis Allen’s article "Christians and Halloween." 
(It may also be found at www.gty.org by searching for the article titled "Christians and 
Halloween.")

In the Christian life, transformation tends to be a process that occurs over time. How 
does this change occur, according to Romans 12:1-2? (Mind is transformed; actions 
follow.) What is one area of your life you have never considered in light of God and 
His truth? Write it here, and search the Bible to see what impact it might have on that 
topic. Write the Scripture references here, and share your findings with a parent. If 
your parents are Christians, ask for additional areas of Scripture they think would 
apply to this topic. Pray that God would renew your mind and transform your thinking.

Can you come up with a plan that will help you to transform (with God’s help) this 
area of your life? Track your progress over time, and make sure you record areas 
where you experience victory so you will be encouraged that God is transforming you!

Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment

This week, watch for advertising on TV, at school, at the store, or in other places. 
Using biblical discernment, can you spot any lies in these ads? What about any 
truths? Any “half-truths”? In other words, the statement itself may be true, but 
the result it is intended to produce doesn’t match up with Scripture? How is the 
advertised item presented? Now consider what the fruit of the advertisement is 
supposed to be. What do the advertisers want or expect you to do as a result? Would 
the object they want you to buy, or the service they want you to use bear good fruit in 
your life all the time? Some of the time? Most of the time? Not at all? Explain to your 
parent or small group leader some of your findings as you test the truth.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

The Small Group Application 
section challenges students 
to ponder the concepts 
taught in the lesson and 
examine how they can be 
applied in everyday life. 
Students are encouraged 
to take notes and record 
practical truths  
to apply to their life.

The At Home material 
provides youth 
with more concrete 
illustrations, relevant 
quotes, and Scripture, 
as well as questions 
and ideas to think 
through. Students are 
encouraged to discuss 
the topics learned with 
their parents each week.
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Overview for Parents

PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS
At Children Desiring God, we consider it a great privilege to partner with the local church and 
with parents in nurturing the faith of your student. Our hope and prayer is that, through the work 
of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative Truth of the Bible might be understood and embraced so 
that your student may see and interpret all of life through the Truth of Scripture. We hope that 
this study will not only encourage your student to embrace this life-giving truth, but to also equip 
him to walk in, defend, and proclaim the truth so that he might shine as a light in the midst 
of a crooked and twisted generation (Philippians 2:15). Furthermore, we hope that this study 
will provide you and your student with opportunities to spend time in thoughtful and heartfelt 
discussion together.

OVERVIEW OF YOUR WORD IS TRUTH
We live in an increasingly postmodern world in which truth is no longer valued to the degree 
it once was. More often than not, people understand “truth” to be relative and self-defined, 
meaning that each person defines truth in a way that seems best to him or her. Furthermore, the 
acceptance of “absolute truth” has become a thing of the past—an old notion that is considered 
to be the source of intolerance and arrogance. Every day we are bombarded by a secular 
worldview, which is militant to absolute truth. Standing against this tide of postmodernism is the 
Truth of God—objective, absolute, universal, unchanging, and made knowable through God’s 
Word, the Bible. And that truth is not only necessary for salvation; it is also relevant for every 
aspect of life.

In an excerpt from his book Unfashionable, author and pastor Tullian Tchividjian made the 
following observation:

The Bible is, said John Calvin, the “spectacles” by which Christians are to see, 
interpret, and understand everything from poetry to politics, from sports to science, 
from law to leisure.

With the Bible serving us in this way, Christians are equipped to engage every arena 
of our culture, every sector of our society, in a distinctively Christian way. Being a 
Christian involves thoughtful, Bible-based cultural analysis and cultural engagement 
on all levels. How does God want us to think about things like justice, legislation, the 
environment, and education? How does God intend for us to engage all of these areas 
in a God-centered, transformative way? In other words, we must have “a theology” 
about every thing under the sun. Seriously! God requires that from us.1 

CURRICULUM SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
For a more detailed description of topics that will be covered in this study please visit 
http://www.childrendesiringgod.org/curriculum/scope.php.

1This is an excerpt from Tullian Tchividjian’s book Unfashionable, published at http://pjcockrell.wordpress.com/2008/01/11/the-need-to-think-christianly/ (accessed July 
25, 2010).
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 Parent 
Memos 

 Parent Memos provide 
an overview of the 
lesson and a related 
article so parents can 
discuss the material 
with their son or 
daughter. Parents 
are encouraged to 
reinforce lesson 
themes throughout the 
week. These pages 
can be emailed to 
parents or printed and 
distributed in class.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Parent Memos and Take-
Home articles included as 
PDF files on the Visuals 
DVD in the Teacher’s Kit.

Parent interaction is a 
key aspect of the study. 
This letter is given to 
parents at the beginning 
of the study to provide 
an introduction to the 
curriculum and explain 
the parent resources.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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Parent Information Sheet

A WORD ABOUT THE PARENT MEMOS
Each lesson in this study has a corresponding, concise Parent Memo to help connect you 
as parents to your student’s classroom experience. These will be sent home weekly by your 
student’s teacher via e-mail or as a printed handout. These memos will provide you with a 
summary of the main ideas and truths presented in each lesson. You will also notice that each 
memo refers to an At Home section from the Student Journal. Presenting biblical truth for your 
student to know, understand, embrace, and apply does not simply happen through a short, once 
weekly classroom experience. You as parents have the unique privilege and responsibility of 
helping your student be challenged daily and encouraged to apply these truths to his particular 
circumstances and experiences. We suggest that you read through the At Home section of 
your student’s journal with him, and provide instruction about how he may proceed to work on 
it during the week. Check on your student’s progress and use the questions in this section as 
opportunities for spiritual discussion and times of prayer together.

TAKE-HOME ARTICLES
A number of lessons in this study have articles that will be sent home via e-mail or in printed 
format for further reading and discussion on the lesson topic. These articles have been carefully 
chosen for their content and thoughtful approach to the subject matter. The articles do not 
necessarily state views that everyone will agree with or fully endorse. However, they do present 
the reader with the importance of Christians using biblical truth and reasoning to grapple with 
contemporary issues in our culture.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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Lesson 9PARENT  MEMO
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13

Parent Memos 
and Resources

Curriculum 
Introduction

Lesson 9

Your Word is Truth © 2010 by Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God 83

seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

Weekly Parent Memos 
provide parents with 
a brief overview of the 
lesson, an introduction 
to the article, and tips 
to engage their son or 
daughter in conversation 
about the topic.
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L E S S O N  9

Christians and Halloween
by Travis Allen

Colossians 2:15; 1 Peter 5:8; Hebrews 10:27; 
Romans 2:14-16 

Halloween. It’s a time of year when the air gets 
crisper, the days get shorter, and for many young 
Americans the excitement grows in anticipation of 
the darkest, spookiest holiday of the year. Retailers 
also rejoice as they warm up their cash registers 
to receive an average of $41.77 per household in 
decorations, costumes, candy, and greeting cards. 
Halloween will bring in approximately $3.3 billion 
this year.

It’s a good bet retailers won’t entertain high expec-
tations of getting $41.77 per household from the 
Christian market. Many Christians refuse to partici-
pate in Halloween. Some are wary of its pagan ori-
gins; others of its dark, ghoulish imagery; still others 
are concerned for the safety of their children. But 
other Christians choose to partake of the festivities, 
whether participating in school activities, neighbor-
hood trick-or-treating, or a Halloween alternative at 
their church.

The question is, How should Christians respond to 
Halloween? Is it irresponsible for parents to let their 
children trick-or-treat? What about Christians who 
refuse any kind of celebration during the season—
are they overreacting?

The Pagan Origin of Halloween

The name “Halloween” comes from the All Saints 
Day celebration of the early Christian church, a day 
set aside for the solemn remembrance of the mar-
tyrs. All Hallows Eve, the evening before All Saints 
Day, began the time of remembrance. “All Hallows 
Eve” was eventually contracted to “Hallow-e’en,” 
which became “Halloween.”

As Christianity moved through Europe it collided 
with indigenous pagan cultures and confronted 
established customs. Pagan holidays and festivals 
were so entrenched that new converts found them 
to be a stumbling block to their faith. To deal with 
the problem, the organized church would commonly 

move a distinctively Christian holiday to a spot on 
the calendar that would directly challenge a pagan 
holiday. The intent was to counter pagan influences 
and provide a Christian alternative. But most often 
the church only succeeded in “Christianizing” a pa-
gan ritual--the ritual was still pagan, but mixed with 
Christian symbolism. That’s what happened to All 
Saints Eve—it was the original Halloween alternative!

The Celtic people of Europe and Britain were pagan 
Druids whose major celebrations were marked by 
the seasons. At the end of the year in northern 
Europe, people made preparations to ensure winter 
survival by harvesting the crops and culling the 
herds, slaughtering animals that wouldn’t make it. 
Life slowed down as winter brought darkness (short-
ened days and longer nights), fallow ground, and 
death. The imagery of death, symbolized by skele-
tons, skulls, and the color black, remains prominent 
in today’s Halloween celebrations.

The pagan Samhain festival (pronounced “sow” 
“en”) celebrated the final harvest, death, and the 
onset of winter, for three days—October 31 to No-
vember 2. The Celts believed the curtain dividing the 
living and the dead lifted during Samhain to allow 
the spirits of the dead to walk among the living—
ghosts haunting the earth.

Some embraced the season of haunting by engaging 
in occult practices such as divination and commu-
nication with the dead. They sought “divine” spirits 
(demons) and the spirits of their ancestors regard-
ing weather forecasts for the coming year, crop 
expectations, and even romantic prospects. Bob-
bing for apples was one practice the pagans used to 
divine the spiritual world’s “blessings” on a couple’s 
romance.

For others the focus on death, occultism, divina-
tion, and the thought of spirits returning to haunt the 
living, fueled ignorant superstitions and fears. They 
believed spirits were earthbound until they received 
a proper sendoff with treats—possessions, wealth, 
food, and drink. Spirits who were not suitably “treat-
ed” would “trick” those who had neglected them. 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)

What You 
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Permission Granted to Copy for Parents.

Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

Take-Home Articles 
correspond to the Parent 
Memos and provide 
further reading for 
parents and students. 
Articles are one to five 
pages long and are 
written by a variety of 
respected Christians.
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The fear of haunting only multiplied if that spirit had 
been offended during its natural lifetime.

Trick-bent spirits were believed to assume grotesque 
appearances. Some traditions developed, which be-
lieved wearing a costume to look like a spirit would 
fool the wandering spirits. Others believed the spirits 
could be warded off by carving a grotesque face into 
a gourd or root vegetable (the Scottish used turnips) 
and setting a candle inside it—the jack-o-lantern.

Into that dark, superstitious, pagan world, God mer-
cifully shined the light of the gospel. Newly convert-
ed Christians armed themselves with the truth and 
no longer feared a haunting from departed spirits re-
turning to earth. In fact, they denounced their former 
pagan spiritism in accord with Deuteronomy 18:

There shall not be found among you anyone…who 
uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or 
one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who 
casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who 
calls up the dead. For whoever does these things is 
detestable to the Lord (vv. 10-13).

Nonetheless, Christian converts found family and 
cultural influence hard to withstand; they were 
tempted to rejoin the pagan festivals, especially 
Samhain. Pope Gregory IV reacted to the pagan 
challenge by moving the celebration of All Saints Day 
in the ninth century—he set the date at November 1, 
right in the middle of Samhain.

As the centuries passed, Samhain and All Hallows 
Eve mixed together. On the one hand, pagan super-
stitions gave way to “Christianized” superstitions 
and provided more fodder for fear. People began 
to understand that the pagan ancestral spirits were 
demons and the diviners were practicing witchcraft 
and necromancy. On the other hand, the festival 
time provided greater opportunity for revelry. Trick-
or-treat became a time when roving bands of young 
hooligans would go house-to-house gathering food 
and drink for their parties. Stingy householders ran 
the risk of a “trick” being played on their property 
from drunken young people.

Halloween didn’t become an American holiday until 
the immigration of the working classes from the Brit-
ish Isles in the late nineteenth century. While early 
immigrants may have believed the superstitious 
traditions, it was the mischievous aspects of the holi-
day that attracted American young people. Younger 

generations borrowed or adapted many customs 
without reference to their pagan origins.

Hollywood has added to the “fun” a wide assort-
ment of fictional characters—demons, monsters, 
vampires, werewolves, mummies, and psychopaths. 
That certainly isn’t improving the American mind, 
but it sure is making someone a lot of money.

The Christian Response to Halloween 

Today Halloween is almost exclusively an American 
secular holiday, but many who celebrate have no 
concept of its religious origins or pagan heritage. 
That’s not to say Halloween has become more 
wholesome. Children dress up in entertaining cos-
tumes, wander the neighborhood in search of candy, 
and tell each other scary ghost stories; but adults 
often engage in shameful acts of drunkenness and 
debauchery.

So, how should Christians respond?

First, Christians should not respond to Halloween 
like superstitious pagans. Pagans are superstitious; 
Christians are enlightened by the truth of God’s 
Word. Evil spirits are no more active and sinister 
on Halloween than they are on any other day of the 
year; in fact, any day is a good day for Satan to prowl 
about seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8). 
But “greater is He who is in you than he who is in the 
world” (1 John 4:4). God has forever “disarmed prin-
cipalities and powers” through the cross of Christ 
and “made a public spectacle of them, triumphing 
over them through [Christ]” (Colossians 2:15).

Second, Christians should respond to Halloween 
with cautionary wisdom. Some people fear the activ-
ity of Satanists or pagan witches, but the actual inci-
dents of satanic-associated crime are very low. The 
real threat on Halloween is from the social problems 
that attend sinful behavior—drunk driving, prank-
sters and vandals, and unsupervised children.

Like any other day of the year, Christians should ex-
ercise caution as wise stewards of their possessions 
and protectors of their families. Christian young 
people should stay away from secular Halloween 
parties since those are breeding grounds for trouble. 
Christian parents can protect their children by 
keeping them well-supervised and restricting treat 
consumption to those goodies received from trusted 
sources.
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 Parent Memos provide 
an overview of the 
lesson and a related 
article so parents can 
discuss the material 
with their son or 
daughter. Parents 
are encouraged to 
reinforce lesson 
themes throughout the 
week. These pages 
can be emailed to 
parents or printed and 
distributed in class.

ORDERING TIPS:
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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knows the hairs on our head (Luke 12:7), who fights 
for his children when they’re tested, tempted, or 
mistreated. Picture that kind of God to your children, 
even if they grumble and complain at first. So did 
we, and all those before us, when we were first de-
livered from our respective Pharaohs into a Father’s 
house.

—Moore, Dr. Russell M. “Does Your Child’s Cell Phone 
Preach Another Gospel?” http://www.russellmoore.
com/2009/02/09/does-your-childs-cell-phone-preach-
another-gospel/, published February 9, 2009, (accessed 
August 19, 2010).
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daughter. Parents 
are encouraged to 
reinforce lesson 
themes throughout the 
week. These pages 
can be emailed to 
parents or printed and 
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• Parent Memos and Take-
Home articles included as 
PDF files on the Visuals 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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communication
M a i n  i d e a s :

 > God created us to be relational.

 > Our words and manner of speech flow out of the desires of our heart.

 > The type of words we use and the manner in which we use them can be a powerful tool for 
either blessing or cursing.

 > Each mode of communication presents us with unique opportunities and dangers that we must 
carefully evaluate. 

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

1. Ephesians 4:15
2. Ephesians 4:29
3. Ephesians 5:4
4. Colossians 4:6

5. Titus 3:2
6. Romans 16:18
7. Matthew 12:36
8. Proverbs 16:23

9. Matthew 12:34b
10. James 3:4-10
11. 2 John 1:12

 > Bible
 > Blank sheets of paper (one per student)

 > Cell phone

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 23
 > Phrase Cards (one set per small group, cut and folded)
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 23 (oner per student)
 > "Facebook Turns Five…" article (one per student)

 > "Does Your Child’s Cell Phone Preach… " article (one 
per student)
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Translations: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Leader’s 
Edition 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
material.

  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in 
the Teacher’s Kit and in 
the Leader’s Edition. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
Journal 
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Lesson  

Your Word is Truth © 2010 Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God62

Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
 

  

Leader’s 
Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13

Parent Memos 
and Resources

Curriculum 
Introduction

Lesson 9
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)

What You 
Need to Start
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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(Display Lesson 23.) 

small Group discussion (6-8 minutes)

(Display Discussion.) 

large Group lesson 

(Display communication.) 

Direct the students to this definition to complete in the journal. 

 � Communication is the process in which people convey information to one another. 

Remind the students that God created us to be His image bearers so we would be like 
Him in certain ways. One of the important ways in which we are like God is that we 
are relational—we are meant to interact and communicate with one another. We com-
municate things like basic information—a simple phrase—but we also communicate 
thoughts, ideas, desires, and emotions. The most common means of communication 
is through the use of words and speech in personal communication. That is why the 
beginning activity may have been a little frustrating. When words and speech are re-
moved as a means of communicating information, the results may not be what we mean 
to convey. 

have you ever thought of your words and speech with others in terms of biblical world-
view? In other words, is there a biblical view of how we are to talk with one another? 

phrase card and 
blank sheet of 

paper

Communication

Hand each student a folded Phrase Card and 
a blank sheet of paper. Explain that there is a 
different phrase printed on each card. Each 
student should open his card and look at the 
phrase without letting the other students see 
it. Next, each student should use the paper to 
draw a depiction of the phrase, using no words, 
letters, or numbers. The goal is to make the 
drawing in a way that will allow the other stu-
dents to guess the phrase correctly, as quickly 
as possible. Give the students a time limit (not 
more than two minutes) to complete their draw-
ing. When they are done, have them place their 
drawings face down on the table. One by one, 

have each student display his drawing and have 
the other students attempt to guess the phrase. 
The small group leaders may want to keep track 
of the time to see which phrase is most quickly 
guessed. If you have a larger group of students, 
you may need to limit the time allowed to guess 
the phrase to 20 or 30 seconds, or you may 
need to limit the number of phrases you illus-
trate. 

do you think that drawing pictures would be the 
best means of daily communication? Why not? 

What are the ways in which you typically com-
municate with others on a daily basis?

Page 40

Your Word is Truth
A Study for Youth on Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture 
Target Grade: 8th     Grade Range: 7th-9th     Lessons: 40    
Translations: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

 Leader’s 
Edition 

 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
material.

  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in 
the Teacher’s Kit and in 
the Leader’s Edition. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.

Student 
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Lesson  
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
 

  

Leader’s 
Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13

Parent Memos 
and Resources

Curriculum 
Introduction

Lesson 9
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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(Display examPLe 1.) 

Direct the students to the “Speech Activity” portion of the journal. Choose a student 
to quickly read each text. After each text is read, ask the students what kind of speech 
the verse is affirming or forbidding. Instruct the students to circle (or draw a rectangle 
around) the words or phrases that state the type of speech we are to have and underline 
the type of speech in which we are not to engage. Then display the slides with the cor-
rect answers shown. 

Note: Depending on the needs of your particular class, this activity could be extended with a 
brief discussion about the meaning of each verse. In this case, shorten the lesson in the discus-
sion of cell phones, texting, and Facebook. However, if the majority of your students use those 
technologies, you may want to spend only a minimal amount of time on this activity.

 � Ephesians 4:15—Rather, speaking… 

 � …the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ,

 � Ephesians 4:29—Let no… 

 � corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is… 

 � …good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 

 � Ephesians 5:4—Let there be… 

 � …no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let 
there… 

 � …be thanksgiving. 

(Display examPLe 2.) 

 � Colossians 4:6—Let your speech always…
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 This sample shows 
how the lessons are 
structured and what 
a teacher will use to 
prepare and teach the 
material.

  Teachers should 
read through all the 
lessons (or the Scope 
& Sequence) before 
teaching the first 
lesson. This helps the 
teacher understand 
how the lessons build 
on one another  
week-by-week.

ORDERING TIPS:

• Lessons are included in 
the Teacher’s Kit and in 
the Leader’s Edition. Each 
teacher and small group 
leader should have a copy  
to prepare for the lesson 
and application times.
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Lesson  
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
 

  

Leader’s 
Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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 � …be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer 
each person. 

 � Titus 3:2—to speak… 

 � …evil of no one, to avoid… 

 � …quarreling, to… 

 � …be gentle, and to show perfect… 

 � …courtesy toward all people. 

 � Romans 16:18—For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appe-
tites, and by… 

 � …smooth talk and… 

 � …flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 

(Display examPLe 3.) 

 � Matthew 12:36—I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for ev-
ery… 

 � …careless word they speak,

 � Proverbs 16:23—The heart of the wise makes his speech… 

 � …judicious and adds… 

 � …persuasiveness to his lips. 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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Point out that there are hundreds more verses in the Bible that address the issue of per-
sonal communication—how we talk to one another. Some address the type of words we 
use: “true,” “encouraging,” “foolish,” and “crude.” Others address the manner or tone 
in which we express these words: “in love,” “gracious,” and “courteous.” 

(Display aDDresses.) 

 � The Bible addresses the TYPE of words we use and the MANNER in which we use 
them. 

Explain that the Bible repeatedly draws attention to our words and manner of speech 
for two main reasons. First, our conversation serves as a type of thermometer for our 
hearts. 

Illustration:

Explain that a thermometer measures your body's internal temperature to detect wheth-
er or not you are suffering from some form of illness. In a similar way, our words and 
manner of speech often are a measure of our internal “heart temperature,” detecting 
sinful attitudes and desires. 

Direct the students to the related questions in the journal. 

(Display mattheW 12:34b.) 

 � Matthew 12:34b—[Jesus said,] …For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks. 

What does this verse mean? [allow students to briefly respond.] 

for example, if your speech is often crude and angry, it is not just “words” but serves 
as an indication of what is going on in your heart. unhealthy sinful desires and attitudes 
are being expressed in your words and manner. 

listen to your words and manner of speech. they are an internal thermometer for your 
heart. do they indicate health or sickness? 

 � Conclusion: Our words and manner of speech flow out of the desires of our heart. 

Explain that the second main reason that the Bible repeatedly draws attention to our 
words and manner of speech is because of the effect that our speech has on others. 

Have the students turn to James 3:4-10, and choose one or two students to quickly 
read the text: 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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James 3:4-10—Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by 
strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot di-
rects. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great 
a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrigh-
teousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on 
fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast and bird, 
of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no 
human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it 
we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the like-
ness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these 
things ought not to be so. 

These verses are to give us a vivid picture of how strong and powerful our speech can 
be. Even seemingly little comments can “set a forest ablaze.” 

can you give a real-life example of how a short, careless, or nasty comment could “set 
a forest ablaze”? (Be prepared to share your own example, such as gossip, in case the 
students do not respond with an example.) 

God does not want us to view our words and speech in a casual manner. The type of 
words we use to communicate with others, and the manner in which we use those 
words are very important. Our words will either do good or do harm. 

(Display tooL.) 

The Bible addresses the TYPE of words we use, and the MANNER in which we use 
them because our speech is a powerful tool, either for blessing or cursing. 

but what about the means we use to convey those words? for example, in bible times 
there were only two basic means available: face-to-face conversations and writing let-
ters. Is this still the case today? 

What other ways do you speak to people? [e.g., telephones, e-mail, texting, facebook] 
does God care about the means we use to communicate? and what about the new 
technologies that we use? 

(Display Questions.) 

Ask the following quick questions: 

 � how many of you own a cell phone?

how many of you don't have one, but would like one?

can you give me a few specific ways in which a cell phone is helpful in your ability to 
communicate with others? (Briefly give examples: Cell phones are great to have if you 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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are lost, late, or in an emergency. Facebook is a quick way to ask others for information, 
or to RSVP for an event.) 

 � how many of you have been, or are currently on facebook, myspace, or something 
similar?

how many of you are not on any of these, but would like to be?

can you give me a few specific examples in which facebook could be helpful in your 
ability to communicate with others?

how does it affect the nature of your “friendships”? 

Explain that you are going to examine two means that are now commonly used in per-
sonal communication. 

(Display statistics.) 

Read the following facts concerning cell phones and social networking among 8- to 
18-year-olds in the United States1: 

Among 8- to 18-year-olds: 

 � Sixty-six percent own a cell phone.

 � These spend an average of 33 minutes talking on a cell phone every day.

 � Forty-six percent send text messages on a given day.

 � On average, 7th-12th graders spend about 1½ hours texting every day. 

 � The most popular computer activities are social networking sites, such as Facebook and 
MySpace. 

(Display technoLoGy 1.) 

Use the slide to give a summary of the previous lesson's main points: 

 � 1. Man is able to create technology, because we are made in God's image and reflect 
His divine ability to create.

 � 2. Technology often assists man in exercising rightful dominion over creation, and is a 
means of God providing for the needs of people. 

(Display technoLoGy 2.) 

3. The sinful heart is prone to develop and use technology for evil purposes. 

 � 4. The sinful heart is prone to trust and find its satisfaction in technology, and not in 
God. 

1. From "Generation M²: Media in the Lives of 8-to18-Year-Olds," A Kaiser Family Foundation Study, 2009.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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 � 5. Technology can be used as a means of glorifying God, or glorifying man. 

Technologies such as cell phones and computer social networking sites demonstrate all 
of the main points discussed in the previous lesson. They provide many opportunities 
for good, expanding our ability to communicate with others. So, in and of themselves, 
cell phones and social networking sites are not necessarily wrong means or tools in 
communicating. However, our sinful hearts are prone to misuse them. 

Direct the students to the questions in the journal for the following part of the lesson. 

(Display misuse.) 

how are we prone to misuse cell phones and digital social networking? 

 � Destructive cravings and Satan's counterfeits

God has made each of us with good God-given cravings. Our craving for communicating 
with others is an example of this. It is a good craving meant to draw us into relationships 
with both God and others. But the sinful heart distorts these good cravings and they 
become destructive. Here’s an extreme example of this: 

(Display neWs.) 

 � In September of 2008, a passenger train crashed into a freight train killing 25 people. 
Cell phone records of the driver of the passenger train showed that he had sent a text 
message about 22 seconds before the crash. 

Why would he be texting instead of fully paying attention to his job? What kind of de-
structive craving was at work here? [the craving to have the ability to instantly communi-
cate with someone, no matter when, where, or in what circumstance] 

Though this is an extreme example, consider the following: many people talk on the 
phone or even text message while they drive; students text message during church 
services and class; students can send wrong words or pictures to each other’s phones. 
The average teenager sends more than 2,000 text messages a month, and for some 
young people the first thing they do every morning is check their phones for text mes-
sages from friends. These realities reflect a destructive craving for constant communi-
cation with people, especially our friends. 

If you use a cell phone, ask yourself the following questions: do you wake up in the 
morning craving contact with your friends right away? do you feel “lost” without a cell 
phone? does your cell phone distract you from personal conversations with God, par-
ents, and others? Is the ability to immediately connect with others an idol in your life? 

(Display neWs 2.) 

 � A mother purposely created a fake MySpace identity named “Josh” in order to befriend 

Communication
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :
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o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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a 13-year-old girl. The girl thought she had found a true friend. After time, however, 
“Josh” told the girl that the world would be better off without her. She later committed 
suicide. 

the 13-year-old girl had a God-given craving—the craving for a friend. but what did she 
receive instead? [a counterfeit, an unreal, deceitful friendship] this is the work of satan, 
who is a liar and has been a murderer from the beginning. 

Though this, too, is an extreme example, Facebook can be used to cultivate “false” 
friendships, to compare popularity according to the number of “friends” one has, and 
to spread gossip or slander about others through the internet. Satan very subtly offers 
counterfeits for true friendship. The technology involved in Facebook and MySpace 
offers opportunities for Satan to present us with counterfeits for true, genuine relation-
ships. The Bible continually emphasizes and gives preference to face-to-face conversa-
tions and relationships. This is reflected in the following verse (read the following Scrip-
ture passage to the students):

(Display 2 john 1:12.) 

2 John 1:12—Though I have much to write to you, I would rather not use paper and 
ink. Instead I hope to come to you and talk face to face, so that our joy may be com-
plete. 

There are at least two reasons to care about the means or mode of communication: 

 � 1. There is a greater joy that can be experienced with face-to-face communication. (See 
2 John 1:12.) 

God designed us to live in fellowship with one another, enjoying one another's physical 
presence. that is why “being there” with your best friend and doing things together is 
more enjoyable than only using the phone or facebook. 

 � 2. Face-to-face communication helps to guard us from the temptations and dangers of 
sinful communication. 

Illustration:

Quickly pose and act out the following scenario: A friend calls you. She is crying, be-
cause she just got cut from the soccer team. She is just looking for a shoulder to cry on, 
someone to sympathize with her. And this is what you do: 

(Hold your cell phone to your ear, and say and do the following): 

I am really sorry that you got cut from the team. (roll your eyes in exas-
peration.)

Yeah. It really doesn't seem fair. (look at your watch as if you can't wait to 
get off the phone.)

cell phone
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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sure, I would love to get together tonight and do something together. 
(shake your head as if to communicate “I really don't want to do this.") 

Face-to-face communication encourages and challenges us to be more sincere, truth-
ful, and loving. It is much easier to hide behind the “screen” of a phone, text message, 
or Facebook. When we do this, we can create our “image"—appearing to care when we 
don't, appearing happy when we are really sad. These types of communication may also 
give us a false sense of not suffering the consequences of unloving words: gossip and 
cruel words sent out with a fast click of a button don't feel as wrong or vicious com-
pared to if we were to say these things to someone face-to-face. 

Ask yourself the following questions if you use Facebook or MySpace: 

What makes someone your “friend”? the simple click of a button? do you know all of 
these friends personally? are these friends counterfeits for the real thing? 

(Display bibLicaL vieW 1.) 

Direct the students to the “Biblical View…” portion of the journal to complete the follow-
ing statements: 

 � Our words and manner of speech flow out of the desires of our heart. 

 � The type of words we use and the manner in which we use them can be a powerful tool 
for either blessing or cursing. 

(Display bibLicaL vieW 2.) 

3. Each mode of communication presents us with unique opportunities and dangers 
that we must carefully evaluate. 

We have been created to be in relationship with one another, and communication is 
a gift God has given us to convey our thoughts, desires, and emotions to one another. 
God cares about the words we use, and the manner in which we communicate with 
one another. Therefore, we need to evaluate our words and speech through the truth of 
Scripture. But we must also be careful about the means by which we communicate, and 
we must use technology to improve personal relationships in God-honoring ways, while 
guarding against destructive cravings and Satan's lies. 

small Group application 
the following examples are possible discussions for the small Group application time. select 
the topics that are most applicable to your group. (see Introduction for more information.) 

•	Truth Statement: Our words and manner of speech flow out of the desires of our heart.

Think about it: Read Matthew 12:33-37. What would Jesus have you understand by 
these words? can you give examples of what Jesus means by “good” speech and “evil” 

Communication
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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speech”? have you had a casual attitude toward your speech? (e.g., “They're just words, 
no big deal.") Does Jesus take this attitude? 

Examine your heart: examine your speech from the last few days and think about your 
words and manner as a type of thermometer for your heart. think to yourself about the 
answer to this question: Would your speech indicate sickness or health? Would your 
parents agree with your assessment? Would your friends, classmates, or siblings? Would 
Jesus? 

Live it: Encourage the students to spend time this week thinking and praying about the 
above questions. Encourage them to talk with their parents and other mature Chris-
tians about areas of concern and struggle. Remind them that superficial changes (e.g., 
not using crude language or speaking in anger) are not the main goal, but rather heart 
change reflected through their words and manner. 

•	Truth Statement: The type of words we use, and the manner in which we use them can 
be a powerful tool for either blessing or cursing. 

Think About It: Have the students review the verses from the “Speech Activity” portion 
of the journal. Discuss any difficult words (e.g., judicious) and, if appropriate, ask the 
students to give specific examples of each type and manner of speech. Why are there 
so many biblical guidelines regarding our words and speech? 

Examine Your Heart: how would you evaluate your type and manner of speech? does 
it change according to your mood? does it change according to who you are talking 
to? does your speech change based on whether you're talking to your parents or your 
friends? Would your parents be pleased with how you talk to your friends? Why or why 
not? If so, in what ways does it change? Why does it change? do you see your speech 
as no big deal—it's just talk and doesn't really mean anything? read and discuss Luke 
6:45. 

Live It: From the list of verses, encourage the students to choose one or two areas of 
speech in which they see a need for improvement. During the week, they should take 
these areas to God in prayer, asking for His power to change their hearts and words. 
Have them ask their parents to hold them accountable. 

•	Truth Statement: Our speech is a powerful tool, either for blessing or cursing. 

Think About It: how have the words you used in the last week blessed others by en-
couraging and building them up? can you give some specific examples? encourage 
them to think about any words they have used that served to set “a forest ablaze”? Was 
this intentional, or can even careless words do this? how can saying true words in an 
unloving manner also do this? What were the consequences of these words? how might 
they have harmed another? can that harm be undone easily? 

Examine Your Heart: have your words harmed someone? have you gossiped about 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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speech”? have you had a casual attitude toward your speech? (e.g., “They're just words, 
no big deal.") Does Jesus take this attitude? 

Examine your heart: examine your speech from the last few days and think about your 
words and manner as a type of thermometer for your heart. think to yourself about the 
answer to this question: Would your speech indicate sickness or health? Would your 
parents agree with your assessment? Would your friends, classmates, or siblings? Would 
Jesus? 

Live it: Encourage the students to spend time this week thinking and praying about the 
above questions. Encourage them to talk with their parents and other mature Chris-
tians about areas of concern and struggle. Remind them that superficial changes (e.g., 
not using crude language or speaking in anger) are not the main goal, but rather heart 
change reflected through their words and manner. 

•	Truth Statement: The type of words we use, and the manner in which we use them can 
be a powerful tool for either blessing or cursing. 

Think About It: Have the students review the verses from the “Speech Activity” portion 
of the journal. Discuss any difficult words (e.g., judicious) and, if appropriate, ask the 
students to give specific examples of each type and manner of speech. Why are there 
so many biblical guidelines regarding our words and speech? 

Examine Your Heart: how would you evaluate your type and manner of speech? does 
it change according to your mood? does it change according to who you are talking 
to? does your speech change based on whether you're talking to your parents or your 
friends? Would your parents be pleased with how you talk to your friends? Why or why 
not? If so, in what ways does it change? Why does it change? do you see your speech 
as no big deal—it's just talk and doesn't really mean anything? read and discuss Luke 
6:45. 

Live It: From the list of verses, encourage the students to choose one or two areas of 
speech in which they see a need for improvement. During the week, they should take 
these areas to God in prayer, asking for His power to change their hearts and words. 
Have them ask their parents to hold them accountable. 

•	Truth Statement: Our speech is a powerful tool, either for blessing or cursing. 

Think About It: how have the words you used in the last week blessed others by en-
couraging and building them up? can you give some specific examples? encourage 
them to think about any words they have used that served to set “a forest ablaze”? Was 
this intentional, or can even careless words do this? how can saying true words in an 
unloving manner also do this? What were the consequences of these words? how might 
they have harmed another? can that harm be undone easily? 

Examine Your Heart: have your words harmed someone? have you gossiped about 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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anyone this week, or spoken harsh words to your parents? have you confessed this to 
God and asked his forgiveness? are there any further steps you need to take? do you 
care about the effect your words may have on others? If not, why not? 

Live It: Encourage the students to talk to their parents about any areas of concern 
regarding their speech. Also, encourage them to ask a good friend to help point out any 
areas in which their speech is hurtful to others, and pray together about it. 

•	Truth Statement: Each mode of communication presents us with unique opportunities 
and dangers that we must carefully evaluate. 

Think About It: how would you rate the means of communication you use in terms of 
the most used to least used? Which do you prefer over the others? Why? do you equate 
the most recent technology with the “best”? Why do you think that the bible promotes 
and encourages face-to-face communication? how does talking to someone face-to-
face better foster genuine relationships? however, how could these technologies be 
used to foster God-honoring relationships? can you give specific examples? 

Examine Your Heart: If you use all the latest technologies like texting and facebook, 
have you carefully evaluated why and how you are using these? are they helping you to 
have real and God-honoring relationships, or are they a means to promote destructive 
cravings? are they serving you well, or have they become your master? Would your par-
ents approve of your conversations? Would God? What dangers must you avoid in these 
technologies? Is there a way in which these technologies could be used to glorify God? 

Live It: Send home the following articles for parents to read and discuss with their stu-
dents (articles included on Visuals DVD): 

"Facebook Turns Five: Thoughts on Social Networking"

"Does Your Child's Cell Phone Preach Another Gospel"

Note: Encourage all students to complete this last “Live It” activity, as it is part of the In Home sec-
tion of the journal for this lesson. 

Also, encourage students to apply one thing from the discussion to their lives this 
week. Try to follow up with them next week. 

 send home

Parent Memo for Lesson 23

As listed above:

 "Facebook Turns Five…” article

 "Does Your Child’s Cell Phone Preach… ” article

Communication
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Visuals 
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Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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 Visual 
Resources 
Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impacting, 
and understandable. 
The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
connect the lesson 
and Student Journal. 
Short video clips 
further explore current 
topics discussed. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit.

• For classes unable to use 
the electronic resources, 
printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
Print Users.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

LESSON 23

Discussion

What are the ways in which y
you typically communicate 
with others on a daily basis?with others on a daily basis?
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The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
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presentations directly 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

COMMUNICATION IS. . . 

Communication is the processCommunication is the process 
in which people convey 
i f ti t thinformation to one another.

COMMUNICATION:
EXAMPLE → SPEAKING TO EACH OTHEREXAMPLE → SPEAKING TO EACH OTHER 

EPHESIANS 4:15
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow 
up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Ch i tChrist.

EPHESIANS 4:29
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths butLet no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but 
only such as is good for building up, as fits the 
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.

EPHESIANS 5:4
Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude 
joking, which are out of place, but instead let there j g, p ,
be thanksgiving.
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Short video clips 
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ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
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are included in the 
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printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
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professionally printed in 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

COMMUNICATION: 
EXAMPLE → SPEAKING TO EACH OTHEREXAMPLE → SPEAKING TO EACH OTHER 

COLOSSIANS 4:6
Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with 
salt, so that you may know how you ought to 

hanswer each person.

TITUS 3:2
to speak evil of no one to avoid quarreling to beto speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be 
gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all 
people.

ROMANS 16:18
For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but 
their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery pp , y y
they deceive the hearts of the naive.

COMMUNICATION: 
EXAMPLE → SPEAKING TO EACH OTHEREXAMPLE → SPEAKING TO EACH OTHER 

MATTHEW 12:36
I tell you, on the day of judgment people will giveI tell you, on the day of judgment people will give 
account for every careless word they speak.

PROVERBS 16:23
The heart of the wise makes his speech 
judicious and adds persuasiveness to his lips.



Youth Curricula

 Visual 
Resources 
Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
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The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
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Short video clips 
further explore current 
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ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
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• For classes unable to use 
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printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
 

  

Leader’s 
Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.
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o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

THE BIBLE ADDRESSES . . . 

The Bible addresses the 
TYPE of words we use and 
the MANNER in which wethe MANNER in which we 
use them.

MATTHEW 12:34b 

[Jesus said,] “For out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks.”

Conclusion: Our words and manner 
of speech flow out of the desires ofof speech flow out of the desires of 
our hearts.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)

What You 
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

THE BIBLE ADDRESSES . . . 

Th Bibl dd thThe Bible addresses the 
TYPE of words we use and 
the MANNER in which we 
use them because our 
speech is a powerful TOOL, 
either for blessing oreither for blessing or 
cursing.

TECHNOLOGY: CELL PHONES 
AND FACEBOOKAND FACEBOOK

• How many of you own a cell phone?y y p
• How many of you have been, or are 

currently on Facebook, MySpace, or 
thi i il ?something similar?



Youth Curricula

 Visual 
Resources 
Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impacting, 
and understandable. 
The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
connect the lesson 
and Student Journal. 
Short video clips 
further explore current 
topics discussed. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit.

• For classes unable to use 
the electronic resources, 
printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
Print Users.
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

STATISTICS

Among 8 18 year olds:Among 8-18 year olds:
• 66% own a cell phone
• Spend an average of 33 minutes p g

talking on their cell phone every day
• 46% send text messages on any 

i dgiven day
• On average, 7th-12th graders spend 

about 1.5 hours texting every dayabou 5 ou s e g e e y day
• The most popular computer activities 

are social networking sites such as 
F b k d M SFacebook and MySpace

TECHNOLOGY

1 Man is able to create technology1. Man is able to create technology 
because we are made in God’s 
image and reflect His divine ability g y
to create.

2 T h l ft i t i2. Technology often assists man in 
exercising rightful dominion over 
creation, and is a means of God c ea o , a d s a ea s o God
providing for the needs of people.
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 Visual 
Resources 
Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impacting, 
and understandable. 
The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
connect the lesson 
and Student Journal. 
Short video clips 
further explore current 
topics discussed. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit.

• For classes unable to use 
the electronic resources, 
printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
Print Users.
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Your Word is Truth
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Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?
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Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?
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Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
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triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
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 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.
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Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13

Parent Memos 
and Resources

Curriculum 
Introduction

Lesson 9

Your Word is Truth © 2010 by Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God 83

seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)

What You 
Need to Start

N
av

ig
at

io
n 

B
ar

Your Word is Truth © 2010 by Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God

Lesson 9PARENT  MEMO

Permission Granted to Copy for Parents.

Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

TECHNOLOGY

3 The sinful heart is prone to develop3. The sinful heart is prone to develop 
and use technology for evil 
purposes.p p

4. The sinful heart is prone to trust 
d fi d it ti f ti iand find its satisfaction in 

technology, and not in God. 

5. Technology can be used as a 
means of glorifying God, or 

l if iglorifying man. 

TECHNOLOGY

H t i llHow are we prone to misuse cell 
phones and digital social networking?

1. Destructive cravings1. Destructive cravings
2.   Satan’s counterfeits
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way we see everything in life.
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Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

IN THE NEWS...

In September of 2008, a passenger 
t i h d i t f i ht t i killitrain crashed into a freight train killing 
25 people. Cell phone records of the 
driver of the passenger p g
train showed that 
he had sent a text 

b tmessage about 
22 seconds before
the crash.the crash.

IN THE NEWS...

A mother purposely created a fake p p y
MySpace identity named “Josh” in 
order to befriend a 13-year-old girl. 
The girl thought she had found aThe girl thought she had found a 
true friend. After time, however, 
“Josh” told the girl that the world g
would be better 
off without her. 
Sh l tShe later 
committed suicide.



Youth Curricula

 Visual 
Resources 
Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impacting, 
and understandable. 
The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
connect the lesson 
and Student Journal. 
Short video clips 
further explore current 
topics discussed. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit.

• For classes unable to use 
the electronic resources, 
printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
Print Users.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

2 JOHN 1:12

1. There is a greater joy that can be 
experienced with face-to-faceexperienced with face to face 
communication. (2 John 1:12)

2. Face-to-face communication helps 
to guard us from the temptations 
and dangers of sinful 
communicationcommunication.

A BIBLICAL VIEW OF PERSONAL COMMUNICATION 

1. Our words and manner of speech 
flow out of the DESIRES of ourflow out of the DESIRES of our 
HEARTS.

2. The TYPE of words we use and the 
MANNER in which we use them 
can be a powerful TOOL for either 
for blessing or cursingfor blessing or cursing.



Youth Curricula

 Visual 
Resources 
Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impacting, 
and understandable. 
The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
connect the lesson 
and Student Journal. 
Short video clips 
further explore current 
topics discussed. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit.

• For classes unable to use 
the electronic resources, 
printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
Print Users.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

A BIBLICAL VIEW OF PERSONAL COMMUNICATION 

3. Each MODE of communication 
t ith OPPORTUNITIESpresent us with OPPORTUNITIES

and DANGERS that we must 
carefully evaluate.carefully evaluate.

Copyright © 2010 by Jill Nelson. All rights reserved.Copyright © 2010 by Jill Nelson. All rights reserved.
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Children Desiring Godg
P.O. Box 2901

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0901
www childrendesiringGod orgwww.childrendesiringGod.org



Youth Curricula

 Visual 
Resources 
Visuals help explain 
illustrations and 
make lessons more 
interesting, impacting, 
and understandable. 
The animated 
PowerPoint® (for PC) 
and Flash® (for Mac)
presentations directly 
connect the lesson 
and Student Journal. 
Short video clips 
further explore current 
topics discussed. 

ORDERING TIPS:

• A Visual Resources DVD 
and a Video DVD  
are included in the 
Teacher’s Kit.

• For classes unable to use 
the electronic resources, 
printable PDFs of full-color 
visuals are available on the 
Visual Resources DVD, or 
professionally printed in 
the Visual Packet for  
Print Users.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.

Your Word is Truth, © 2010 by Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God Lesson 23Can be reproduced for classroom use.

Phrase Cards (one per small group—cut on solid lines; fold cut out cards in half)

Mowing the grass Going shopping

Watching a movie Singing in the choir

Taking a test Reading a book

Putting out the trash Having dinner

Walking the dog Shopping for groceries

Calling a friend Playing computer games

Occasional handouts 
are provided on the 
Visual Resource DVD for 
in-class activities, which 
are explained in the 
lesson.
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 Student 
Journal

 The Student Journal is 
designed to be used 
by students and small 
group leaders both in 
class and at home.

 Activities and readings 
encourage reflection 
and application of 
God’s Word.

 ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one journal for  
each student and small 
group leader.

• Copies may be made for 
visitors.
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Your Word is Truth Lesson 23

Lesson 23
In Class

Communication is...

Speech Activity

Circle the words that affirm how we are to speak to one another, and underline the 
words that demonstrate how we are not to speak to one another.

Ephesians 4:15—Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way 

into him who is the head, into Christ,...

Ephesians 4:29—Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is 

good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 

Ephesians 5:4—Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are 

out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 

Colossians 4:6—Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you 

may know how you ought to answer each person. 

Titus 3:2—to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show 

perfect courtesy toward all people.  

Romans 16:18—For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own 

appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 

Matthew 12:36—I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every 

careless word they speak,...

Proverbs 16:23—The heart of the wise makes his speech judicious and adds 

persuasiveness to his lips.

Why is our speech so important?

1. Examine Matthew 12:34b.

What does this verse mean? How do our words and speech serve as a "thermometer" 
for the heart?

Why is our speech so important?

2. Examine James 3:4-10.

What do your words have the ability to do?

Give one or two examples that demonstrate this:
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training the next generation
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD

+


+
 

  

Leader’s 
Edition

Curriculum  
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13

Parent Memos 
and Resources
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)

What You 
Need to Start
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.



Youth Curricula

 Student 
Journal

 The Student Journal is 
designed to be used 
by students and small 
group leaders both in 
class and at home.

 Activities and readings 
encourage reflection 
and application of 
God’s Word.

 ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one journal for  
each student and small 
group leader.

• Copies may be made for 
visitors.
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Your Word is Truth  Lesson 23

Communication + Technology ➔ Cell phones and Social

     Networking Sites

How are we prone to misuse cell phones and social networking sites? 

Destructive _________________________

Satan's _____________________________

Give some examples of this:

Summary:   A Biblical View of Personal Communication

> Our words and manner speech flow out of the desires of our _______________.

> The _____________ of words we use and the ___________________ in which we 

use them can be a powerful tool, either for blessing or cursing.

> Each _____________ of communication presents us with opportunities and 

____________________ that we must carefully evaluate.

Small Group Notes

This week, I plan to apply the following truth to my life in this way:

Lesson 23 Review—Communication

Main Ideas:

> God created us to be relational.

> Our words and manner of speech flow out of the desires of our heart.

> The type of words we use and the manner in which we use them can be a 
powerful tool for either blessing or cursing.

> Each mode of communication presents us with unique opportunities and 
dangers that we must carefully evaluate.
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Your Word is Truth
A Study for Youth on Seeing All of Life Through the Truth of Scripture 
Target Grade: 8th     Grade Range: 7th-9th     Lessons: 40    
Translations: ESV     Author: Jill Nelson

God-centered resources for 
training the next generation

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

Student 
Journal 
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Lesson  
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD
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+
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Edition
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Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.



Youth Curricula

 Student 
Journal

 The Student Journal is 
designed to be used 
by students and small 
group leaders both in 
class and at home.

 Activities and readings 
encourage reflection 
and application of 
God’s Word.

 ORDERING TIPS:

• Order one journal for  
each student and small 
group leader.

• Copies may be made for 
visitors.
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Your Word is Truth  Lesson 23

At Home
Think About It

With your parents, review the verses listed in the “Speech Activity,” and carefully 
evaluate the type, manner, and amount of time you spend communicating with God, 
family, and friends this week. What should your priorities be? 

Examine Your Heart

Slowly and carefully read Psalm 16:11, Psalm 27:4, and Psalm 42:1-2. Do these 
verses express the desire of your heart? If yes, how can you establish communication 
priorities this week that allow time for this?  

Are there areas in your type and manner of speech with others that you need to 
address? What seems to be at the root of your speech? Anger? Pride? Fear? Pray and 
ask God to reveal any sin in your heart. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
you. Pray Psalm 141:3.

Think About It

If you use a cell phone or something like Facebook, talk with your parents and 
carefully evaluate why and how you are using it.

Examine Your Heart

Are these technologies helping you have real God-honoring relationships, or are they 
a means to promote destructive cravings? Are they serving you well, or have they 
become your master? Would your parents approve of your conversations? Would God? 
Pray and ask God to reveal whether you are rightly understanding and using these. 

Parents

Review the Scriptures from the “Speech Activity” toward the start of this lesson in 
the journal. Read the following short and helpful articles, which were sent home with 
your students. Carefully reflect on each and, if applicable to your son or daughter, use 
them as a means to discuss the topics.

"Facebook Turns Five: Thoughts on Social Networking" by Dr. R. Albert Mohler, Jr.

"Does Your Child's Cell Phone Preach Another Gospel" by Dr. Russell Moore The Bible addresses the TYPE of words we 
use and the MANNER in which we use them.
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Lesson  
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth Scope & Sequence © 2011 Children Desiring God 1

Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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Communication

MAIN IDEAS
God created us to be relational, which includes being communicative. Our words and manner 
of speech flow out of the desires of our hearts, and reveal what is in our hearts. Our words and 
the manner in which we use them can be a powerful tool for either blessing or cursing. Thus, 
each mode of communication presents us with unique opportunities and dangers that we must 
carefully evaluate.

A Biblical View of Communication
1. Our words and manner of speech flow out of the desires of our heart. (Matthew 12:34)

2. The type of words we use and the manner in which we use them can be a powerful tool for 
either blessing or cursing. (James 3:4-10)

3. The sinful heart is prone to misuse cell phones and digital social networking because of 
destructive cravings and Satan’s counterfeits. (Jeremiah 17:9)

4. Each mode of communication presents us with unique opportunities and dangers that we 
must carefully evaluate. (2 John 1:12)

•	 There is greater joy that can be experienced with face-to-face communication.

•	 Face-to-face communication helps to guard us from the temptations and dangers of 
sinful communication.

ARTICLE
In “Facebook Turns Five: Thoughts on Social Networking,” Dr. R. Albert Mohler Jr. reflects on 
advantages and dangers of social networking sites. He ends by giving eights reminders/tips to 
guide Christian interaction in online communities.

Dr. Russell D. Moore looks at another popular mode of communication—cell phones—in his blog 
post, “Does Your Child’s Cell Phone Preach Another Gospel?” 

Read and discuss these articles with your student.

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth. 

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Your student will be asked to review the verses listed in the Speech Activity with you.
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN

Lesson 9

Visuals 
DVD
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Permission Granted to Copy for Parents.

Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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Facebook Turns Five: Thoughts on  
Social Networking
by Dr. R. Albert Mohler, Jr.

Facebook marked its fifth anniversary on Febru-
ary 5, setting a milestone for social networking as a 
cultural phenomenon. Just five years ago Harvard 
undergraduate Mark Zuckerberg launched the site 
and service. Just as Facebook celebrated its fifth an-
niversary, it passed rival MySpace in registrations.

Together, MySpace and Facebook report over 
280,000,000 registered users. Those services, first 
popular among high school and college students, 
are now joined by Twitter, a micro-blogging service. 
Together, these represent nothing less than a major 
social movement.

Social networking differs from other Internet servic-
es by creating a virtual community of linked users, 
whose updates, photographs, and postings allow for 
communication anytime and anywhere.

Today’s student generation, the “Digital Natives,” 
know of no existence before cell phones, the Inter-
net, e-mail, and text messaging. Social networking 
perfectly fits their lifestyle and worldview.  They as-
sume 24/7 social contact—or at least access to this 
contact just a few clicks away.

Social networking is like any new technology.  It 
must be evaluated on the basis of its moral impact 
as well as its technological utility. Social networking 
sites offer unprecedented opportunities for commu-
nication and contact—and that is both the promise 
and the peril of the technology.

Here are a few suggestions for safeguarding the 
social networking experience:

1. Never allow social networking to replace or rival 
personal contact and communication. God 
made us to be social creatures that crave com-
munity. We cannot permit ourselves to substi-
tute social networking for the harder work of 
building and maintaining personal relationships 
that are face to face.

2. Set clear parameters for the time devoted to 
social networking. These services can be seduc-
tive and time consuming. Social networking (and 
the Internet in general) can become obsessive 
and destructive of other relationships and higher 

priorities for the Christian.

3. Never write or post anything on a social net-
working site that you would not want the world 
to see, or anything that would compromise your 
Christian witness. There are plenty of young 
people (perhaps older persons now, too) who 
are ruining future job prospects and opportuni-
ties by social networking misbehavior. The cost 
to Christian witness is often far greater.

4. Never allow children and teenagers to have in-
dependent social networking access (or Internet 
access, for that matter). Parents should moni-
tor, manage, supervise, and control the Internet 
access of their children and teens. Watch what 
your child posts and what their friends post.

5. Do not allow children and teens to accept any 
“friend” unknown to you. The social networking 
world can be a dangerous place, and parental 
protection here is vital.

6. Encourage older friends and relatives to sign 
up and use the technology. Grandparents can 
enjoy keeping up with grandchildren and with 
friends and loved ones separated by distance or 
mobility.

7. Use the social networking technology to bear 
witness to the Gospel, but never think that this 
can replace the centrality of face-to-face evan-
gelism, witness, and discipleship.

8. Do all things to the glory of God, and do not 
allow social networking to become an idol or a 
display of narcissism.

The fifth anniversary of Facebook is a milestone in 
American culture — and a good time for a reality 
check.  We were made by our Creator to be social 
creatures, but made for far more than mere social 
media.

—Mohler, Dr. R. Albert, Jr. “Facebook Turns Five: 
Thoughts on Social Networking.” http://www.albert-
mohler.com/2009/02/06/facebook-turns-five-thoughts-
on-social-networking/, published February 6, 2009 
(accessed August 19, 2010).
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is TruTh     Intended Use: Sunday School     target grade: 8th Lessons: 40     ESV

Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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Does Your Child’s Cell Phone Preach Another 
Gospel?
by Dr. Russell D. Moore

I’m afraid I’m not the most popular pastor with the 
ten to fourteen-year-old demographic in my church 
right now. I took on an issue, parenthetically, yester-
day that caused frenzied looks and agape mouths. I 
dared to question the theology of text-messaging.

Rifling through some things the other day I found 
some church bulletins from my home congregation 
from the 1980s. All over the back of them I can see 
my teenage handwriting, interspersed with that of 
my youth group friends. There’s some tic-tac-toe 
there, and some plans being made for after-church 
Capture the Flag games, and so on.

I realized that the pre-teens and teenagers in my 
congregation won’t ever have such things, not be-
cause they’re too holy to ever pass a note in church, 
but because cell-phone technology has made it as 
easy, and as temporal, as a text-message.

Text-messaging is easy, and can easily break the 
boredom of a classroom or a family dinner, and 
it can put one in touch with people one’s parents 
never know one is “talking” to. That’s easily enough 
remedied by Christ-following parents, but I wonder if 
the cellphone isn’t being used as just one more op-
portunity to preach a misleading gospel to our kids.

The formation and discipline of children, after all, is 
built on the pattern of God’s fatherly discipline of his 
people (Heb 12:3-11), seen in his discipline of Israel 
(Deut 8:1-20) and, ultimately, in his discipleship of 
the incarnate Christ (Luke 2:20, John 5:19-20; Heb 
2:10). Our discipline of our families is rooted, then, in 
the Fatherhood “from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named” (Eph 3:14).

I wonder, then, when it comes to cell phones, how 
many parents do precisely what our Father never 
does, and never will do. James tell us, “Let no one 
say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by 
God,’ for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he 
himself tempts no one” (James 1:14). The Apostle 
Paul tells us that “God is faithful, and he will not let 
you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, 

that you may be able to endure it” (1 Cor 10:13).

That’s why our God, through the Law of Moses, 
treats his people as a tightly-governed child “under 
guardians and managers until the date set by his 
father” (Gal 4:2). He carefully works us toward ma-
turity, seeing that we’re faithful in small things before 
putting us over many things. That’s what a good and 
loving Father does.

A pre-teen or a teenager with unrestricted cell-
phone usage (or Internet or television consumption) 
is being placed in a very, very difficult place of temp-
tation. The company of that young man or woman is 
now away from the scrutiny of parents, and is now 
left only to his or her discretion or conscience.  Are 
there some young Christians who can handle such? 
Of course. Should you assume your child is one of 
them? Your Father is more careful of you than that.

First of all, pre-teens and teenagers, simply, brace 
yourself, don’t need cellphones. I know you’re imme-
diately responding with safety issues, etc. Nonethe-
less, for thousands of years pre-teens and teenag-
ers have safely grown to adulthood without having 
communication devices in their pockets. Pre-teens 
and teenagers all over the world do it right now, and 
they survive.

Second, if your child does have a cellphone, this 
means you have a cellphone. Your responsibility is 
to know about every call, and the identity of every 
person text-messaging your son or daughter. You 
don’t have time to monitor this? Then you don’t have 
time for your child to have a cellphone.

This doesn’t mean you have to turn your house into 
an Inquisition hall. It simply means your child knows 
that you love him or her enough to check in fre-
quently to see what’s going on in life. It also means 
that you communicate clearly that the child doesn’t 
have a personal cellphone, autonomous of your au-
thority. It’s your cellphone, and your child is using it.

Communicating your love to your child means com-
municating your involvement. The gospel message 
is one of Fatherhood and sonship, of a Father who 
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Your Word is Truth

In Class

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.— ROMANS 12:2

Main Point:
Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?

Lesson 9 Scripture: Colossians 2:6-8

What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?

John Calvin Quote:

For by the Scriptures as our guide and teacher, 
[God] not only makes those things plain that would 
otherwise escape our notice, but he almost compels 
us to behold them, as if he had assisted our dull sight 
with spectacles.
—JOHN CALVIN
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.

Scripture: Genesis 2:22-24; Matthew 19:4-5; Hebrews 4:12-13
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seeing all of life 
Through the Truth  
of scripture 

M a i n  i d e a s :

 > The Bible is the only source of truth for all the most important questions.

 > We can only come to both know and love the truth by God's grace, through faith in Jesus.

 > The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life.

s c r i p T u r e :

f r o M  T h e  V i s u a l s  dV d :

o T h e r  V i s u a l s :

p r e pa r aT i o n  f o r  T e a c h e r s  a n d  s M a l l  G r o u p  l e a d e r s :

Be sure to read the "Christians and Halloween" article before class to prepare for this class.

1. Romans 12:2
2. Colossians 2:6-8

3. Psalm 43:3a
4. Psalm 119:105

5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 > Bible

 > PowerPoint® Slides for Lesson 9
 > Parent Memo for Lesson 9 (one per student)

 > "Christians and Halloween" article (one per student)
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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knows the hairs on our head (Luke 12:7), who fights 
for his children when they’re tested, tempted, or 
mistreated. Picture that kind of God to your children, 
even if they grumble and complain at first. So did 
we, and all those before us, when we were first de-
livered from our respective Pharaohs into a Father’s 
house.

—Moore, Dr. Russell M. “Does Your Child’s Cell Phone 
Preach Another Gospel?” http://www.russellmoore.
com/2009/02/09/does-your-childs-cell-phone-preach-
another-gospel/, published February 9, 2009, (accessed 
August 19, 2010).

Student 
Journal 
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Seeing and loving the truth of the Gospel is meant to change the 
way we see everything in life.

What does the above statement mean?
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What does it mean to "walk in Christ"?

Give an example of being taken captive by philosophy, empty deceit, human tradition, 
or elemental spirits of the world.

How will you determine if something is "not according to Christ"?
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Your Word is Truth
Scope & Sequence

Your Word is Truth is a study for youth on seeing all of life through the 
Truth of Scripture. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, the authoritative 
Truth of the Bible may be understood and embraced as students form 
a biblical worldview. The first nine lessons establish the Bible as God’s 
absolute, objective, universal, and unchanging Truth; the sinful heart’s 
rejection of Truth; and the necessity of the Gospel’s transforming work, 
which alone enables sinners to come to know and embrace the Truth 
through trusting in Jesus. The remainder of the study asks the question: 
“How now should we live?” By exploring a variety of contemporary 
topics, students can understand and apply biblical truth to all areas of 

life. Our hope is that students would not be conformed to the thinking of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds, that by testing they might discern what is good and acceptable  
(Romans 12:2). As the students grow in their own love and delight of the Truth, we want to encourage 
and equip them to stand firm in an increasingly hostile culture, boldly and humbly proclaiming the  
triumphful Truth of the Gospel. 
The 40-week curriculum is designed to be taught in a Sunday School setting. Lesson presentations 
incorporate PowerPoint® shows, videos, interactive small group activities, and student journals to help 
teachers present the lessons and engage youth in the topics discussed during class time.

Lesson 1: What’s the truth? 
God is the source of truth.

 X The study begins what a discussion on what truth is and where it comes from. The truth can 
be defined as the way things really are, keeping in mind that God is at the center of all things. 
Because God is the source of truth, it can be described as objective, absolute, universal, 
unchanging, and knowable.

Scripture: Isaiah 45:18-19

Lesson 2: The Bible: God’s Authoritative Truth 
The Bible is God’s Word, and is trustworthy, authoritative and unchanging.

 X Since God is the source of truth, His word is a trustworthy, authoritative, unchanging source of 
truth. Through the Bible, God communicates the most important truths in answer to humans’ 
most important questions: How did we get here? Why do we exist? What is wrong with the 
world? What is the solution? What will happen when we die? The Bible shares who God is; what 
He has done and has promised to do; and how we are to respond to Him.

Scripture: Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 45:19; John 17:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 3:16

Lesson 3: The “Truth” of This Age 
All people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable to Him.

 X The world is adapting an increasingly postmodern culture, in which the truth has been 
redefined as subjective, relative, individual, changeable, and uncertain. However, regardless of 
how people define truth, all people are under the authority of God’s truth and are accountable 
to Him. God’s truth stands firm forever.
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Seeing All of Life Through 
the Truth of Scripture
MAIN IDEAS

We have seen that the Bible is the source of truth for all of life’s most important questions. God 
must act to remove a sinner’s blindness so that he will accept the truth and believe in Jesus. 
After a person has come to know and love the truth of the Gospel, the Bible should be the “lens” 
through which he sees and interprets everything else in life. This involves a process in which the 
mind is renewed and transformed. A Christian must ask the question: How now should I live?

Summary from Previous Lessons:
SATAN’S LIES + SINFUL HEART à REJECT THE TRUTH à GOD’S WRATH

GOD’S TRUTH + NEW HEART à TRUST IN JESUS à ETERNAL LIFE

The Truth
•	 The Gospel is meant to transform our lives. (See Romans 12:2 and Colossians 4:6-8.)

•	 The Bible is to be the lens through which we see and interpret everything in life. 
(See Psalm 43:3a; Psalm 119:105; and 2 Timothy 3:16-17.)

The Bible Answers the Most Important Questions
1. How did we get here?

2. Why do we exist?

3. What is wrong with the world?

4. What is the solution?

5. What will happen when we die?

6. How now should we live?

ARTICLE
Read and discuss the article sent home with your student “Christians and Halloween,” by Travis 
Allen. 

How might God’s truth transform the way in which you see, interpret, and respond to a celebration 
such as Halloween? 

INTERACTING WITH YOUR STUDENT
Your student has been asked to apply one truth learned from this lesson to his/her life this week. Ask about 
this, and pray with your student to encourage him/her in this application. Ask God to work in your student’s 
heart, and encourage your student to grow in God’s truth.

Encourage your student to complete the “At Home” section of the Student Journal and discuss it with you. 
Help him/her to complete the “Advertising: An Exercise in Discernment” activity in this section.
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